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Rapid Advance

The Soviet offensive is characterized by a high rate of
advance. Over a period of several weeks or more, the
Soviets anticipate a rate of advance of approximately
50 kilometers per day under nuclear or nonnuclear
conditions. Rate of advance is not expected to be
uniform. While fighting through enemy defensive posi-
tions, the Soviets expect a rate of several kilometers
per hour or up to 30 kilometers per day. Once a major
penetration has been achieved, the rate would
increase considerably.

When confronting an enemy that has taken up defen-
sive positions, the Soviets attempt to strike weak points
in the defense and to drive to the enemy's rear
whenever possible by bypassing his major force
concentrations. They attempt to cripple the enemy
quickly by destroying or disrupting his nuclear
capability, his command and control facilities, and his
logistic system before he could effectively react.

Even if the Soviets are forced to deal with an enemy
that is emplaced in defensive positions across their
entire frontage, they still attempt to avoid a costly,
time-consuming battle of attrition. They would strive

to develop penetrations leading to the enemy rear to
topple the enemy defensive structure. They anticipate
that elements of a front second echelon probably
would not have to combat enemy forces in defensive
positions. After the first two to five days of the war, they
expect prepared positions to have been overrun and
combat to be characterized by rapid movement into
the enemy rear interrupted by violent, relatively brief,
meeting engagements.

Concentration of Forces

A front normally conducts a main attack over one or
more axes whose proximity to one another depend
upon whether the front is to split or envelop the enemy
in its drive towards its objectives. The direction of a
main attack would be decisive in the defeat of the
enemy and seizure of territory. One or more sup-
porting attacks accompany the main attack. A sup-
porting attack ties down opposing enemy forces to
prevent them from reinforcing the sector threatened
by the main attack.
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