Torah Wellsprings

1

TorahWellsprings

Parshas mikeitz - Chanuka
hen Hashem performs open, that everything that happens is routine
revealed miracles, it generates
and natural.
awareness that even when matters seem
At Sunset….
natural, it’s Hashem's hashgachah (see
The Gemara's beginning words are
Ramban end of parashas Bo).
äîçä ò÷ùúùî, one lights the candles when
Based on this, the Kedushas Levi the sun sets. This hints to those moments
(Chanukah, Kedushah 5) explains that in life when everything seems dark and
we light Chanukah licht to contemplate difficult. We light the Chanukah candles
the miracles, and to acknowledge that specifically then to remember that there
everything that happens is hashgachah are miracles happening to us, even at
pratis.
those times.
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As the Kedushas Levi writes, "If a
person chas veshalom doesn’t believe
in…miracles, he thinks everything is a
natural event. The sun shines by day, the
moon shines at night… Those who do a
great deal of business will become
wealthy. Someone who travels [for
business] will earn a profit… He thinks
everything is ìâøä, routine and natural.
However, when he sees the...miracles,
how the Creator gave over the mighty
into the hands of the weak… he
discovers that the world isn't run by
nature. Hashem frees the imprisoned…
He creates light and darkness. He heals
the ill…"

Reb Binyamin Zev Deitsch zt'l,
mashgiach of Yeshivas Ponovizh, told
how he was saved from the Holocaust.
When he was a bachur in Hungary,
before War World Two, he and
forty-nine other bachurim were drafted to
the Hungarian army. The parents of the
fifty children called an emergency
meeting, to see what they could do to
save their children. They decided to write
a letter to a doctor who, for a price, was
willing to write up false, medical reports
for the fifty bachurim, claiming that they
aren’t fitting to serve in the army.

Each of the parents pitched in to pay the
high price. Reb Benyamin's parents, and
the parents of one other bachur, were
The Gemara (Shabbos 21:) states, one
wealthy, and paid a higher sum, to
lights the Chanukah candles äîçä ò÷ùúùî
ascertain that their children would get the
÷åùä ïî ìâø äìëúù ãò, "From sunset until
coveted documents.
there aren't people walking in the market
place."
The doctor promised he’d send the
The Kedushas Levi explains ìâø äìëúù ãò documents in the mail. They anxiously
÷åùä ïî can mean that we light the waited for the letters, which only arrived
Chanukah lamps and ponder the wonders on the morning the bachurim were
until ìâø äìëú, people will stop thinking
supposed to sign up for the army.
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To their horror, the doctor only wrote
letters for forty-eight bachurim. Reb
Binyamin and the son of the other
wealthy family didn’t receive exemption
letters. (Ironically, it was the children of
the wealthy parents who paid the most,
who didn’t get an exemption.)
Reb Binyamin and the other bachur had
to flee to Eretz Yisrael. They had no time
to say good-bye to their families
properly, and they didn’t have time to
prepare for their long trip either.

In the morning, the brothers started
traveling back to Eretz Yisrael. Yosef
sent his aide to chase after them and to
arrest them for stealing the goblet. ùôçéå
ïéîéðá úçúîàá òéáâä àöîéå äìë ïè÷áå ìçä ìåãâá,
“[The aide] searched, starting with the
oldest [Reuven], and concluded with the
youngest, [Binyamin] and the òéáâ was
found in Binyamin's bag" (44:13).
The Midrash (Tanchumah, Mikeitz, 10)
states that Binyamin’s brothers suspected
that Binyamin had intentionally stolen
the goblet. They beat him on his
shoulders and said, "Thief, son of a thief,
you embarrassed us. You are your
mother's son. Your mother embarrassed
our father [when Rachel stole Lavan's
avodah zarah]…"
The Midrash concludes, "And because
they hit him on his shoulders, Binyamin
merited that the Shechinah would reside
between his shoulders (on his property).
As the Torah says, ïëù åéôéúë ïéáå,
'[Hashem] resides between [Binyamin's]
shoulders' (Devarim 33:12).

Reb Binyamin said, "I remember our
sentiments that day when we escaped
without saying good-bye to all our family
members, and without preparing for the
trip. We thought we were so unfortunate
in comparison to our forty-eight
comrades who remained home with their
families. We arrived in Eretz Yisrael
alone, two young bachurim having to
fend for ourselves. It was a very difficult
time for us. However, a few short years
later, we realized that we were the
fortunate ones. The Second World War
raged and none of our friends survived.
Only we survived, since we were in Binyamin was beaten and humiliated; it
seemed to Binyamin as though ò÷ùúùî
Eretz Yisrael…"
äîçä, the sun set for him. But at the time
Reb Binyamin learned from this episode of his humiliation, something wonderful
that even when things seem bad was happening to him. As a
originally, they are always for the good. consequence of his beatings and
In retrospect, he was able to discern how humiliation, the holiest parts of the Beis
everything was for his good.
HaMikdash – including the Kodesh
HaKedoshim and the mizbeaich — were
This week’s parashah tells us, "[Yosef]
built on his property.
commanded…, ‘Fill these people's bags
with food, as much as they can carry… We can take this a step further. The
ïè÷ä úçúîà éôá íéùú óñëä òéáâ éòéáâ úàå, and assumption is that Yehudah didn’t hit
place the tall, silver goblet, at the top of Binyamin, since Yehudah promised
the younger one's bag.’" (44:2).
Yaakov åðù÷áú éãéî åðáøòà éëðà, "I take
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responsibility for Binyamin…" (43:9).
He promised he would take care of
Binyamin, and bring him back healthy
and well. And since Yehudah didn’t beat
Binyamin, part of the mizbeaich was
built on Yehudah's property, as well. As
Chazal (Yoma 12.) say úàöåé äúéä äòåöø
çáæî äéä åáå ïéîéðá ìù å÷ìçì úñðëðå äãåäé ìù å÷ìçî
éåðá, "A strip of land extended from
Yehudah's property into Binyamin's.
That's where the mizbeiach was built."
Binyamin earned the mizbeiach and the
Kodesh HaKedoshim to be on his
portion because he was beaten and
humiliated by his brothers. Yehudah
didn’t hit and humiliate him, therefore
part of the mizbeiach remained on
Yehudah's property.
Chazal say that Binyamin was upset that
he didn’t have the entire mizbeiach on
his property. äéìò øòèöî äéä ÷éãöä ïéîéðáå
íåé ìëá äòìáì, "Binyamin HaTzaddik was
distressed about [this portion of the
mizbeiach], and he wanted to swallow it
[and get it back] every day…"
We can explain that Binyamin was upset
that Yehudah didn’t hit him. Had
Yehudah hit him, he would have had the
entire mizbeiach on his lot. 1
For this is the nature of yesurim; at first,
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when one doesn’t know the reason and
the benefits of the yesurim, he wishes he
wouldn’t have them. But afterwards,
when one discovers how much goodness
he received from the yesurim, he wishes
he would have had even more yesurim.
The parashah also tells us about Yaakov
Avinu’s difficult tests: He didn’t know
where Yosef was; Shimon was
imprisoned in Mitzrayim; and due to the
famine, they needed more food, but were
afraid to go to Mitzrayim, because the
governor of Mitzrayim said they can't
return without their younger brother,
Binyamin. In his distress, Yaakov Avinu
said to his sons ùéàì ãéâäì éúà íúòøä äîì
çà íëì ãåòä, "Why did you wrong me, to
tell the man that you have another
brother?" (43:6).
The Midrash (Bereishis Rabba 43:6)
states that Hakadosh Baruch Hu
responded, “I am working to make your
son king over Mitzrayim, and you say
éúà íúòøä äîì, 'why did you wrong me'?"
Yaakov thought that the situation was
bad, but as always, everything was really
very good. Good things were happening,
only at that time Yaakov wasn’t aware
of it. 2

1. The Gemara says רצועה היתה יוצאת מחלקו של יהודה, "a strip of land came out of Yehudah's

portion…" The Gemara uses specifically the word  רצועהbecause  רצועהalso means the
whip beis din would use to hit those who are ( חיב מלקותsee Makos 22). Binyamin was lacking
one lash, one רצועה, from Yehudah, and this caused him immense distress.
2. The Ramchal (Daas Tevunos 5) states, "We derive from this that when Hakadosh Baruch
Hu wants to give greatness to a Yid — either in this world or in the next world — it will
only happen after enduring some hardships. As Chazal (Brachos 5) say, 'Hakadosh Baruch
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The Chasam Sofer (Drashos 4:185)
teaches that Yaakov Avinu endured
many hardships in his life: from Lavan;
from Esav; the story with Dinah. Yaakov
accepted all those tests with love,
because he knew that it was all for the
good, and that they were bringing him
closer to Hashem. However, when
Yaakov thought Yosef was killed, the
test was overwhelming for him. As the
Chasam Sofer zt'l explains, Yaakov
feared that he lost his Olam HaBa. Rashi
(Bereishis 37:35) writes, "[Yaakov said]
'I received this sign from Hashem: if
none of my children die in my lifetime,
I am guaranteed that I won't go to
Gehinom." Yaakov was able to pass all
tests, but when he thought Yosef was
killed and he lost his Olam HaBa, he
couldn’t find respite. He wore sackcloth
and never stopped mourning.

problems, because äîë ìò äìåò ãçà ïåìáñ
úåìéôú, “accepting Hashem's decree one
time with joy is more effective than
many tefillos." 3
We acquire the strength to be happy with
every test in life by lighting the
Chanukah licht at sunset. The miracles
we commemorate remind us that even
when we don’t see the miracles vividly,
and even when we think the sun is
setting, chas veshalom, Hashem is with
us, performing wonders and miracles.
Bitachon

It says íìåç äòøôå íéîé íééúðù õ÷î éäéå, "and
it was at the end of two years, and
Pharaoh dreamed…" The Or HaChaim
states that Pharaoh dreamed — of seven
cows, and seven ears of grain — every
day for two years, but each day he forgot
his dream when he woke up. This is
implied by the words íìåç äòøôå íéîé íééúðù,
“for two years Pharaoh was dreaming."
At the end of two years, Pharaoh had the
dream, and he didn’t forget it.

The Midrash (84:20) states, "Since
Yaakov took the sackcloth, the sackcloth
doesn’t leave his descendants…" The
Chasam Sofer zt'l explains: since
Yaakov couldn’t endure this pain, his
Why did Pharaoh dream this for two
offspring also can't accept hardships
years if he would anyway forget it in the
with joy anymore.
morning? Rebbe Pinchas of Koritz
However, the Chasam Sofer teaches, if (Miketz 71) answered that the daily
they could strengthen themselves to be dream was to provide Yosef with the
happy even when going through hard opportunity to be released each day.
times, the happiness would abolish their Should Yosef have sufficient trust in
Hu gave three gifts to the Jewish nation [Torah, Eretz Yisrael, and Olam Haba] and he only
gave it to them with yesurim."
3. The Chasam Sofer explains that this is the reason Esther made several parties. She
was attempting to abolish Haman's decree with her joy. Mordechai, on the other hand,
took sackcloth and cried and prayed. The salvation came primary from Esther's approach,
because happiness, and accepting Hashem's decree with joy, and with bitachon, is the more
effective approach towards abolishing it.
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Hashem, Pharaoh would remember his remember the dream, and Yosef would
dream that morning and Yosef would be
be released. 4
freed that same day.
Yosef is praised for his bitachon. The
To explain this better, Rebbe Pinchas passuk 'äá çèáé øùà øáâä éøùà, "Fortunate is
Koritzer told a story that happened with the person who trusts in Hashem…" is
the Baal Shem Tov zt'l. The Baal Shem written about Yosef HaTzaddik (see
Tov was traveling with his student,
Rashi 40:23).
Rebbe Mendel, the Magid of Bar,
through a forest. Rebbe Mendel was The final passuk of last week's parashah
thirsty. The Baal Shem Tov told him, states that after Yosef asked the sar
"Have bitachon, and Hashem will give hamashkim to mention him to Pharaoh,
so he could be released from the
you water."
dungeon, åäçëùéå óñåé úà íé÷ùîä øù øëæ àìå,
They came across a gentile who asked "the sar hamashkim didn’t remember
them, "Did you see my horses? I lost my Yosef, and he forgot him." Why does the
horses three days ago, and I'm looking passuk say that the sar hamashkim didn’t
for them since."
remember Yosef and he forgot Yosef?
Reb Mendel replied that he didn’t see Why are there two expressions used for
the horses, and asked the gentile whether forgetting? Rashi answers, “He didn’t
he has water. He did, and he gave it to remember on that day, and he forgot in
the future…”
Reb Mendel.
Reb Mendel said to the Baal Shem Tov,
"I am certain that the gentile traveled
around, seeking his horses for my sake,
so I could have water. But why was he
looking for his horses for three days?"
The Baal Shem Tov replied, "Hashem
sent him out beforehand so he would be
there, ready to give you water, at the
moment you acquire bitachon."
Similarly, Rebbe Pinchas of Koritz
explained, Pharaoh had this dream for
two years, so the moment Yosef would
perfect his bitachon, Pharaoh would

The Chidushei HaRim answers that the
passuk is referring to the sar hamashkim
and to Yosef. The passuk is read as
follows: óñåé úà íé÷ùîä øù øëæ àìå, the sar
hamashkim didn’t remember Yosef,
åäçëùéå and also Yosef forgot the sar
hamashkim. They forget each other. This
highlights Yosef’s amazing level of
bitachon. Yosef was in prison for ten
years; finally, there’s hope. He correctly
interpreted the sar hamashkim’s dream,
and the sar hamashkim is now serving
wine to Pharaoh. He asked the sar
hamashkim to mention him to Pharaoh,

4. Rebbe Tzaddok HaCohen zt’l teaches that the final night Yosef was in jail, he had his

greatest test. That night,he fell into a depression, thinking that he would never be
released. But then, he strengthened himself with trust in Hashem. He maintained his
trademark joyous attitude, and in this merit he was released that day from jail.
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and to tell Pharaoh how he was
unlawfully imprisoned. What better
connections could there be? Anybody
else in Yosef’s place would constantly be
thinking about the sar hamashkim,
wondering whether he did the shelichus,
and forwarded his plea to Pharaoh. But
Yosef forgot about the sar hamashkim.
After doing his histhadlus, he put his
trust solely with Hashem.

Yosef's trust in Hashem is even more
pronounced when we study the words
Yosef said to Pharaoh, as he deciphered
his dreams. Someone else in this
circumstance would certainly hint to
Pharaoh his innocence, and gently
suggest that he wants freedom. But not
Yosef. Not once did he hint to Pharaoh
that he wants to be released from jail. He
interpreted Pharaoh's dreams, and trusted
that this was sufficient hishtadlus to be
Another indication of Yosef’s firm
released from the dungeon.
bitachon is when the Torah says çìùéå
øåáä ïî åäåöéøéå óñåé ìà àø÷éå äòøô, "Pharaoh How did Yosef reach his high level of
summoned for Yosef and they rushed bitachon? It’s because Yosef was always
him out of the dungeon…" (41:14). The thinking about Hashem. Even when he
Rebbe of Ostroftza zt'l (Toldos Adam, was in the dungeon he didn’t forget
seventh night of Chanukah) notes that Hashem, who does everything. This
the passuk states åäöéøéå, that others focus raised his level of emunah and
rushed Yosef out of jail, but Yosef didn’t bitachon, until he trusted solely in
rush on his own. Why? Pharaoh
Hashem.
summoned Yosef because he wanted
Yosef to decode his dreams. This was The Yevanim decreed, "Write on the
Yosef's prime opportunity to be liberated horn of a bull that you don’t have a
from prison. Nevertheless, Yosef didn’t portion in ìàøùé é÷ìàá." In Megillas
rush. åäöéøéå, others rushed him out. Antiyachus, it states that the Greeks sent
Because Yosef didn’t want to trust in many thousands of soldiers to fight with
Pharaoh, and not in the sar hamashkim, the Yidden. They proclaimed, "Whoever
and not his talent of deciphering dreams. says Hashem's name will be bored with
He trusted solely in Hashem, and a sword." They didn’t want the Jewish
therefore there was no reason to rush out people to think about Hashem, and to
of prison. 5
place their trust in Him.
5. The Mishnah (Bava Metzia 10.) teaches, "If someone sees a lost object, and he falls on

top of it [in order to acquire it, but he didn’t pick it up] and then another person comes
by and picks it up, that second person gets it." The Rebbe of Kotzk zt'l explains that the first
person's problem was that he made too much hishtadlus. When he saw the lost object, he
fell on it, hoping to claim the lost object before anyone else did. But his rushing actually
caused him to lose the item (because he didn't make a valid acquisition, since he never
raised the object). If he would have calmly gone over to the lost object and picked it up, it
would be his. But since he lost his bitachon in Hashem, he lost the object.
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To fight them, Matisyahu Cohen Gadol
and his children shouted åðéìà 'äì éî,
"Whoever is with Hashem, come with
us." And they said 'ä íéìàá êåîë éî, "Who
is like You, among the mighty, Hashem."
They said Hashem's name and they
placed their trust in Him, and Hashem
enabled them to win the war. Yehudah
HaMakabi jumped into the enemy's camp
and killed twenty-five thousand soldiers
(see Yosifun 21) in one attack. They won
many other great battles in similar
manners, because they believed in
Hashem and put their trust in Him.

that he truly loves her. This is the reason
Chanukah is called ãàî ãò äáéáç äåöî, a
beloved mitzvah, because on Chanukah
Hashem goes down to our level, no
matter where we are at, and this shows
that we are äáéáç, beloved, to Hashem.
The Gemara (Succah 5.) states that the
Shechinah doesn’t go below ten tefachim.
On Chanukah, however, we light the
Chanukah licht below ten tefachim, and
Hashem goes to the people who are at
very low levels, to illuminate them with
the light of holiness. This proves that we
are beloved to Hashem. 6

The Beloved Mitzvah

One night, before lighting the Chanukah
licht, the Trisker Magid zt'l asked one of
his chassidim who had a short wife:
"When someone has a short wife, does
she climb up on a chair to speak with her
husband, or does he bend down to speak
with her?" After asking this question, the
Rebbe lit the Chanukah licht.

The Rambam (Hilchos Chanukah 4:12)
writes ãàî ãò àéä äáéáç äåöî äëåðç øð úåöî,
"the mitzvah of Chanukah licht is an
extremely beloved mitzvah…" The
Rambam doesn’t use this exuberant
praise for any other mitzvah. What is
special about Chanukah licht? It can be
explained with a mashal:
A wealthy man married a poor girl. After
the wedding, he brought her to his
luxurious mansion, but that doesn’t
necessarily prove that he loves her. This
is where he lives, so he brought her here.
But if she would tell her husband that
she prefers to live in her old small home,
and he agrees to go live there, that shows

The Trisker Magid's nephew, Rebbe
Mordechai Dov of Hornestiepel zt'l,
explained that with his question, the
Trisker Magid was hinting the essence of
Chanukah. The Gemara (Bava Metzia
59.) states, "If you have a short wife,
bend over to speak with her…" This is
how Hashem treats us on Chanukah; He
lowers Himself, keviyachol, to whichever

6. We aren't obligated to have a seudah on Chanukah. Shulchan Aruch (670:2) states,

“Some say that there is a little bit of a mitzvah to have large meals…" But it certainly
isn’t an obligation. Why is Chanukah different than all other holidays?
The Chidushei HaRim zt'l answered with a mashal: A simple farmer married the king's
daughter. Does anyone need to tell him to celebrate with a seudah? He will certainly do so
on his own. His heart is full of joy, and he will host big feasts and invite all his friends. On
Chanukah the Shechinah comes down to us, lower than ten tefachim. We don’t need to be
told to have a seudah. We are so happy we will do so on our own.
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level we are on, to listen to us and to is alluded to in the brachah we say in
elevate us.
Maariv: éãò íéìôù äéáâîå õøà éãò íéàâ ìéôùî
íåøî. This can be translated, íéàâ ìéôùî,
The Divrei Chaim of Tzanz zt'l said: On
Hashem lowers the exalted lights [of
Shabbos, Hashem invites us to His holy
Chanukah], õøà éãò, down to the earth, to
abode. On yom tov, the Jewish nation
the lowest levels. And the reason is äéáâîå
invites Hashem to them. On Chanukah,
íéìôù, to raise up those who are on lowly
Hashem visits his children in prison, so
places, íåøî éãò, to bring them to the
to speak.
highest levels. 7
He writes, "It can be compared to a king
Shabbos Chanukah
in his palace; the people of lowly status
won't be able to visit the king. Certainly, Shabbos Chanukah is a very exalted
those who [have sinned and] are being time. Rebbe Yisrael of Ruzhin zy'a
punished by the king won't be able to would say in the name of his father,
come to the king, to state their pleas and Rebbe Shalom Shachnah of Pravitch zy'a
requests... However, when the king that the Shabbosim until Chanukah are
travels around his kingdom, it's his way alluded to in the words, åäáå åäú äúéä õøàäå,
to visit the prisoners in jail… The "the earth was empty and void" but when
prisoners shout, "King! Please save us!' Chanukah comes, it states éäé íé÷ìà øîàéå
[This is what happens on Chanukah], øåà, "Hashem said, there should be light"
(Bereishis 1:2). 8
Hashem comes to us in our jail, to save
us from imprisonment."
The Meor Einayim teaches that when one
Rebbe Asher of Stolin zt'l said that this lights the Chanukah licht, Hashem comes
7. The Sefer HaMitzvos of the Sma"g (mitzvas asei 3, Avodas HaBorei) writes, "Hakadosh

Baruch Hu desires the tefillin of a rasha more than of a tzaddik." He explains that the
purpose of tefillin is לזכרון, to help us remember Hashem and our obligations to Him.
Consequently, it’s even more important for the resha'im to wear tefillin than tzaddikim,
because they need to be reminded of their obligations. This source is another reminder that
everyone is special to Hashem, and Hashem is waiting for everyone to repent. No one is
superfluous. And Chanukah in particular, is a time when Hashem seeks to raise up even
those who have fallen to low places.
Shulchan Aruch (673:1) states that if leftover oil from Chanukah gets mixed with good oil,
all the oil becomes forbidden for use. The oil from the Chanukah menorah doesn’t become
batel. We can explain that this hints to us that whichever level a person is on, he doesn’t
become batel. He is never unimportant. His presence is always valuable before Hashem.
8. Rebbe Shalom Shachna of Pravitch would say, if someone desires a joyous Shabbos
he should talk about him on Thursday night. [Speaking about this great tzaddik is a
segulah to have a happy Shabbos.] He said that it is sufficient to even mention his table
and chairs. It is customary among some chasidim to even just mention his name on
Thursday night, as a segulah to have a happy Shabbos.
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down to even the Yidden who are on low
levels to illuminate them with the light
of holiness, and now they are able to
enjoy the light of Shabbos. He bases his
lesson on the Gemara (Shabbos 21:)
which says úáùá ïäá ïé÷éìãî ïéàù íéðîùå úåìéúô
äëåðçá ïäá ïé÷éìãî, “wicks and oils that one
may not light them on Shabbos, one may
use them on Chanukah.”
The Meor Einayim writes, "The human
being is symbolized by the wick, and the
oil is the wisdom that Hashem puts into
him… There are wicks - which are
people - who aren't lit up on Shabbos.
They cannot absorb the light. [The light
of Shabbos is so bright, and their ‘wicks’
are too weak; they aren’t able to connect
to
the
holiness
of
Shabbos.
Nevertheless]… those wicks can be used
on Chanukah. Hashem keviyachol comes
down to the person, and makes the light
catch on, and now he can serve Hashem
with hislahavus and with a big mind…
This happens each year when we light
Chanukah licht."
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The Bardichover Rav zy’a said that these
final phrases need explanation, since
why is it considered miraculous that the
impure ones fell into the hands of the
pure ones, or that the sinful ones fell
into the hands of those who study
Torah? Is it unnatural for the righteous
to win a war?
The Bardichover Rav answers that when
the handful of tzaddikim won a war
against the mighty Greek army,
everyone saw the truth of the Torah
vividly, and that Hashem helps those
who follow its path. People began to do
teshuvah, and the Al HaNissim is
referring to the wave of that teshuvah
movement: íéøåäè ãéá íéàîè means that the
impure people did teshuvah and they
became pure. íé÷éãö ãéá íéòùø, means that
the resha'im became righteous. ãéá íéãæ
êéúøåú é÷ñåò implies that the sinners began
studying Torah. Because after the
miracles occurred, everyone was inspired
to improve their ways.

The following story is a more recent
story of teshuvah, also inspired by
In the Al HaNissim we discuss the few
Chanukah licht.
Chashmona'im who won the war
against the great Greek army. We Fifty years ago, a Yid from Eretz Yisrael
say íéèòî ãéá íéáø íéùìç ãéá íéøåáâ úøñî, arrived in Australia, but he didn’t know
"You gave the mighty ones into the anyone, and he didn’t know where he
hands of the weak ones; the many into could go for Shabbos. He came upon a
plan to go to a fish store on Friday
the hands of the few…"
morning, and if he sees someone buying
Afterwards we say íéòùø íéøåäè ãéá íéàîè a large fish, he would assume that this is
êéúøåú é÷ñåò ãéá íéãæå íé÷éãö ãéá, "[You gave probably a Yid, and he would ask him if
over] the impure ones into the hands of he could go to his home for Shabbos.
the pure ones, the resha'im into the hands
of the tzaddikim, and sinners into the The planned worked. He approached a
hands of those who study Torah."
customer who was buying a large fish,
Teshuvah
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and discovered that he was indeed a Yid.
He asked him whether he can stay with
him for Shabbos. The man said that he
would be glad to do the mitzvah of
hachnasas orchim, and he brought him to
his home.
And what a home it was! The Yid from
Eretz Yisrael never saw a house like that
before. It was enormous and beautifully
designed. It was obvious that his host
was very wealthy. They spent a very
pleasant Shabbos together, singing
zemiros and speaking divrei Torah. On
Motzei Shabbos, he thanked his host, and
said that he has one question.
“Go ahead,” the man replied.
The guest said, “Why do you keep a
broken oil bottle in your china closet?”
The guest had noticed that the china
closet, which was filled with silver
items, fine china and crystal, also had
a broken oil bottle, which appeared
totally out of place. He wanted to know
its significance.

and he warned me to be careful not to
break the bottle since he doesn’t have
money to buy another one. As I was
walking home with the olive oil, a cat
ran towards me. I ran away from the cat,
I fell, and the bottle broke. That’s the
reason I’m crying. How can I face my
father without the bottle of olive oil’?
“The child’s words went straight into my
heart, because I realized that I should be
asking myself the very same question,
‘How can I go to my father without olive
oil, and without the mitzvah of Chanukah
licht?’ I saw my father light Chanukah
licht each year. The mitzvah of
Chanukah isn’t foreign to me. How could
I stop?'

“I gave the child some money and said,
‘Buy two bottles; one for your father
and one for me,’ and I took the broken
bottle for myself. That year, I lit
Chanukah licht. Immediately after
Chanukah, I began keeping Shabbos.
Then I started wearing tefillin. And now
I am Torah observant Jew, with a
beautiful family, all of us following in
The man replied, “This oil bottle is the
the ways of my father.”
story of my life. My father died when I
was young, and I had to support my This is an example of the power of
mother. I tried my hand in business and teshuvah which is readily available for us
baruch Hashem I was very successful.
on Chanukah.
But together with my financial success
Zos Chanukah
came my spiritual decline. The first thing
that went was my kappel (yarmulke) and The Rebbe of Ruzhin zt'l said, "What
gradually I dropped all the other mitzvos. tzaddikim are able to accomplish on
Rosh Hashanah and on Yom Kippur, a
“One day, I saw a young child crying. simple Yid can accomplish on Zos
Since I was an orphan, I knew what it
Chanukah."
means to cry. I asked the child what was
bothering him. He said, ‘My father gave The explanation may be that Chanukah is
me money to buy olive oil for Chanukah a time of miracles. Therefore, a drop of
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tefillah, even from a simple Yid, can eight, (úéðéîùáù éðéîù) and miracles beyond
nature can occur.
bring forth the miracles.
Another explanation for the miracles of
äëåðç úàæ is because this is a day that’s
beyond the laws of nature. The Maharal
(Ner Mitzvah 2) teaches that the number
seven represents nature and the number
eight represents above nature. Chanukah
is eight days, therefore all days of
Chanukah is a time for miracles. This
uniqueness is enhanced on Zos
Chanukah, which is the eighth day of the
eight days of Chanukah. It is doubly
eight, doubly beyond the rules of nature
of this world.
The Maharal writes,
"The world of nature is subjected to the
number seven, as the physical world was
created in seven days. Therefore,
whatever is beyond nature is in the realm
of eight… äìéî úéøá is beyond nature,
since according to nature, a person was
born with an äìøò, foreskin... Therefore
the milah is on the eight day… The
Torah was also given after seven, as it
states (Devarim 16:9) count seven
weeks, and after the seven weeks, on the
fiftieth day, the Torah was given… We
already explained that a small jug of oil
remained with the cohen gadol's seal,
and it’s known that the cohen gadol
served with eight clothes. All of this is
because of his level, that he had the level
of eight [beyond nature]…. Therefore the
miracle was eight days." Chanukah is
eight days, as they are days beyond
nature. This is more pronounced on Zos
Chanukah, because then it is doubly

A hint to the specialness of Zos
Chanukah is found in the brachah øåà øöåé
(that we say each morning). This
brachah has a list of eight praises: ìòåô
çéîöî ,úå÷ãö òøåæ ,úåîçìî ìòá ,úåùãç äùåò ,úåøåáâ
úåàìôðä ïåãà ,úåìéäú àøåð ,úåàåôø àøåá ,úåòåùé.
Mekubalim say that these eight praises
correspond, respectively, to the eight
days of Chanukah. The eighth praise is
úåàìôðä ïåãà, which means Hashem
performs miracles. It’s appropriate that
this praise corresponds to Zos Chanukah,
a day of wonders and miracles.
Rebbe Shlomo (the first Rebbe) of
Bobov zt'l said that the miracles of úàæ
äëåðç are alluded to in the passuk 'ä úàî
åðéðéòá úàìôð àéä úàæ äúéä. The úàìôð,
wonders, happen because of äëåðç úàæ.
Yet another explanation for the
uniqueness of Zos Chanukah, and for the
miracles that are bestowed on this day is
because this day corresponds to Shimi
Atzeres, which is also a day for tefillah
and salvations.
To explain this we will have to make a
few introductions:
The end of parashas Emor lists all the
yomim tovim. Then the Torah writes åç÷éå
øåàîì êæ úéæ ïîù êéìà, "Take for yourself
pure olive oil to light [the menorah]"
(Vayikra 24:2). What is the connection
between the yomim tovim and lighting
the menorah? The Rokeiach teaches that
the passuk is hinting to the mitzvah of
Chanukah licht. The passuk that
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discusses the menorah is very much
related to the previous pesukim, because
it is discussing a holiday – the holiday
of Chanukah.

This is the reason Zos Chanukah is a
time for miracles. The Zohar states, "At
this time of joy [of Shemini Atzeres]
only the Jewish nation is with the King.
And when one is alone with the King, he
will receive whatever he requests..." Zos
Chanukah is therefore also a special time
for tefillah. Hashem requests that we
celebrate Chanukah for just one more
day, and on this day, the Jewish nation
can request whatever they want, and
Hashem will fulfill their requests.

With this information, the Rokeiach
answers the renowned question of the
Beis Yosef. Why is Chanukah eight
days? There was enough oil for one day,
so the miracle was really only for seven
days! The Rokeiach explains that since
Chanukah is stated in the Torah after
Succos and Shemini Atzeres, which are
eight days, therefore the chachamim It’s taught in the name of the Vilna Gaon
established Chanukah for eight days.
zt'l, that Zos Chanukah corresponds to
Yom Kippur. The Vilna Gaon teaches
Being that the eight days of Chanukah that the Hallels we say on the eight days
correspond to the eight days of Succos,
of Chanukah complete the eight Hallels
we can assume that the eighth day of
that we didn’t complete during the year.
Chanukah represents the eighth day of
These are the six days of Pesach (when
Succos – Shemini Atzeres. (See also Sfas
we only say parts of Hallel) one day of
Emes, Chanukah 4640, who states other
Rosh Hashanah (from the Torah, Rosh
reasons to compare Zos Chanukah with
Hashanah is only one day) and one day
Shemini Atzeres.)
of Yom Kippur.
Shemini Atzeres is a day of immense
love between Hashem and the Jewish
nation. As Rashi (Vayikra 23:36) writes,
"It can be compared to a king who
invited his children for a meal for
several days. When the time came for
them to return home, he said, 'My
children, please, remain with me one
more day. íëúãéøô éìò äù÷, it’s hard for
me when you leave.'
Similarly, on its parallel day Zos
Chanukah, Hashem apparently says,
"Remain with me, and celebrate one
more day. It’s hard for me when you
leave."

During the final days of Pesach we don’t
say the complete Hallel, as Chazal say,
"My creations are drowning in the sea
[on the seventh day of Pesach] and you
are saying Hallel?" And since we don't
say Hallel on the seventh day, we don't
say Hallel on Chol Hamoed Pesach,
either. On Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur we also don’t say Hallel, because
Chazal say, "How could it be that the
King is sitting on the throne of judgment,
the books of life and the books of death
are opened before Him, and Yisrael are
saying shirah.." This means that these
days are technically days when we
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should say the entire Hallel, but there is
something that prevents us. The Vilna
Gaon taught that the complete Hallel that
we say on the eight days of Chanukah
corresponds to those eight days when we
only say a partial Hallel.
The order of the holidays begins with
Pesach. Therefore it is logical to assume
that the first six days of Chanukah
complement the Hallel of Pesach. On the
seventh
day
of
Chanukah,
we
complement the Hallel of Rosh
Hashanah. And on the eighth day, Zos
Chanukah, we say the Hallel that should
have been said on Yom Kippur.
According to this calculation, Zos
Chanukah corresponds to Yom Kippur.
We can therefore add that just as Yom
Kippur is a day when the Jewish people
are signed and sealed for a good year, so
too, on Chanukah, the Jewish people are
sealed for goodness and miracles.
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on äëåðç úàæ, and to request all your
heart's desires, because on this day,
Hashem is bestowing His kindness, and
it is a day that’s mesugal for miracles
and yeshuos.
Someone came to the Chazon Ish zt'l,
complaining about his poverty. The man
said, "I need a miracle, and àîåé ìëá åàì
àñéð ùéçøúî, miracles don't happen every
day."
The Chazon Ish corrected him, and said
that this phrase should be read as
follows, åàì, it isn't so! àñéð ùéçøúî àîåé ìëá,
every day miracles occur!" And this is
for sure true on Zos Chanukah, a day
that’s beyond nature.
It is written éá úöôç éë éúòãé úàæá (Tehillim
41:12). The Yismach Yisrael (Chanukah
53) explains úàæá, since you gave us úàæ
äëåðç, I know that you desire me, and that
you want to grant me goodness. 9

The Rebbe of Ruzhin zt'l came into the
beis medresh on Zos Chanukah and saw
the chassidim playing dreidel. The Rebbe
said, "What a person earns during
Chanukah, he still might lose it [because
when he plays dreidel on the next day of
Chanukah, he might lose what he earned
on the first day]. But what one gains on
Zos Chanukah, he won't lose." It will
remain with him forever.
In particularly, Tehillim should be recited

The Beis Ahron zt'l encourages people to
say Tehillim on Chanukah. He said that
during Chanukah, "a person must believe
that by saying Tehillim one can leave his
foolishness, his problems, and his
difficulties. He can overcome thoughts of
yeush, of despair, of losing hope, which
the yetzer hara brings onto a person."

9. One should be cautious it shouldn’t state about him the passuk איש בער לא ידע וכסיל לא

יבין את זאת, "the fool doesn’t know, and the imbecile doesn’t understand  זאת- that זאת
 חנוכהis a special day. It should be said about him לו חכמה ישכילו זאת, "if you are wise, you
will understand זאת." And you will say בזאת אני בוטח, that in the merit of Zos Chanukah, you
trust in Hashem that you will have a salvation.
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Taking Advantage

planning to leave so soon?"
"I wanted chizuk in avodas Hashem, and
I received my chizuk as I traveled here.
I want to return home, and concentrate
on the ideas I acquired. When I need
more inspiration, I’ll return to the Rebbe
to listen to his divrei Torah."

When one makes a siyum he says êìò ïøãä
ïìò êøãäå ...úëñî, "we will return to you
masechta…and you shall return to us…"
We express our desire to review this
masechta, and we request that the
masechta should return to us, and remain
with us.
(The way of the early chassidim was that
One year, on Zos Chanukah, Rebbe they could hear just a small vort or idea
Asher of Stolin zt'l said that we should from their Rebbe, and that would be
say äëåðç úëñî êìò ïøãä, to request that the sufficient for months. They worked on
lights of Chanukah should remain with that concept until they acquired it, and
then they would return to their Rebbe to
us throughout the entire year.
learn another concept. Reb Shmuel said
Reb Shmuel Minkus zt'l felt he needed that he had already received his missive
chizuk in avodas Hashem, so he decided in avodas Hashem; he didn’t need more
to travel to his Rebbe, the Baal HaTanya inspiration for now.)
zt'l. He couldn’t afford to hire a wagon The Baal HaTanya asked him, "Which
and driver, so he went to the marketplace inspiration did you acquire, while coming
and sought a businessman who was here?"
anyway traveling to Liadi, where the Reb Shmuel said, "I was sitting among
Baal HaTanya lived. He found someone barrels of alcohol, but they weren't
who would be traveling there, to deliver giving me any warmth. When I took
barrels of alcoholic drinks. He said that some of that alcohol within me, I became
he doesn’t have room in the passenger warm. I learned from this that it isn't
section of the wagon, but if Reb Shmuel sufficient to be around chassidic ideas,
wanted, he could sit among the barrels. and to hear chassidic thoughts. To
become warm, one has to let these
Reb Shmuel was happy to have found a
concepts become part of you. I must
solution, and rode with him.
allow these ideas to penetrate within me,
and then it will change me."
That part of the wagon didn’t have walls
and ceiling, and it was cold. Reb Shmuel
In reference to Chanukah, the holiday is
asked the businessman if he could open
saturated with extremely great light, but
one of the barrels and drink a little vodka
the light won't affect us if they remain
to warm up. The businessman agreed.
outside of us. We must bring this great
When Reb Shmuel got to the Baal light within us, and then the warmth
HaTanya, he said shalom aleichem, and and the enthusiasm will last throughout
the year.
said that he was now returning home.
"Why did you come here, if you’re The á÷òé ãâéå of Pupa said that, sometimes,
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on Zos Chanukah, people feel distressed,
because they see that Chanukah has
almost passed, and they didn’t experience
any inspiration. We tell them, your
humble feelings of distress, is what
Chanukah is all about. äëåðç úàæ, this is
Chanukah. Now you are feeling
Chanukah,
because
Chanukah
is
humility, when one realizes that he can't
do anything on his own, and that he is
entirely dependent on Hashem.
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me before you…" (Bereishis 45:5). The
word éðçìù is roshei teivos for øð ÷éìãäì
íéîé úðåîù äëåðç, “The candles of Chanukah
are for eight days,” and those who light
the Chanukah licht for eight days, will
merit parnassah.

In sefer Chesed L'Avraham from Rebbe
Avraham of Radomsk zt'l it states that
Zos Chanukah is mesugal for hastening
the redemption, since on äëåðç úàæ we read
åúåà çùîä íåéá çáæîä úëåðç úàæå, "This is the
Segulos of Zos Chanukah
dedication of the mizbeiach on the day
One of the segulos of Zos Chanukah is that it was anointed…" (Bamidbar 7:84)
çùîä is from the word çéùî.
for the barren to bear children. The Bnei
Yissaschar (Kislev Teives 2:10) writes, Another hint to çéùî is from úðåîù ïé÷éìãî
"The earlier rabbanim often say that
äëåðç éîé. The first letters spell çéùî.
Chanukah is mesugal for úåø÷ò úãé÷ô, for
the barren women to bear children... In We conclude with a lesson from the
my opinion, the segulah is primarily on Siforno about Moshiach, from this week's
Zos Chanukah…" (Rebbe Ahron of Belz parashah: It states óñåé úà àø÷éå äòøô çìùéå
zt'l and several other tzaddikim would øåáä ïî åäöéøéå, "Pharaoh summoned, and
repeat this vort each year at his tisch on Yosef was called, and he was rushed out
Zos Chanukah.)
of the dungeon…" (41:14). The Siforno
writes, "[Yosef was saved quickly, as it
Rebbe Pinchas of Koritz zt'l said that Zos
states åäåöéøéå, they rushed him out], like
Chanukah is mesugal for parnassah. He
all of Hashem's salvations that happen
learned this from the eight words of
immediately. As it states (Yeshayah 56:1)
praise we say in ãåã êøáéå (I Divrei
àåáì éúòåùé äáåø÷ éë, 'My salvation is close
HaYamim 29:11). äìåãâä 'ä êì (1); äøåáâäå
to come.'… This is what happened in
(2); úøàôúäå (3); çöðäå (4); ãåääå (5); ìë éë
Mitzrayim, as it states (Shmos 12:39) éë
äëìîîä 'ä êì õøàáå íéîùá (6); ìëì àùðúîäå
íéøöîî åùøâ, 'they were banished from
ùàøì (7); øùåòäå (8). øùåòäå, wealth, is the
Mitzrayim.' As Chazal tell us that their
eighth praise, corresponding to the eighth
dough didn’t have time to rise before the
day of Chanukah, because on this day
King of kings, Hakadosh Baruch
one can merit parnassah and wealth.
redeemed them. This will also occur in
The other days of Chanukah are also the future, as it states åìëéä ìà àåáé íåàúôå
mesugal for wealth and parnassah, as the íéù÷áî íúà øùà ïåãàä, 'Suddenly he will
Arugas HaBosem zt'l (Vayigash) teaches come to his heichal, the master
on the passuk íëéðôì íé÷ìà éðçìù äéçîì éë, (Moshiach) whom you are awaiting'
"for the sake of parnassah, Hashem sent
(Malachi 3:1).

