MARCH 1998

Tennessee Association of Woodturners
Our next meeting is March 3, 1998. The
Tennessee Association of Woodturners meets on
the first Tuesday of the month, 7:00 PM at
Maddens Woodshop on the campus of The
Baptist Children's Home, Brentwood, TN. Take
1-65 south to Concord Road, exit #71. West to
Franidin Road. South on Franklin Road to
The March meeting program will be a
demonstration by Tom Cowan. Tom is a
woodturner and cabinetmaker from
Winchester, TN. He is a skilled spindle
turner, turns hollow vessels and special
drawer pulls.

Plan to support the Tennessee
Association of Woodturners
Eleventh Annual Symposium at
Arrowmont School of Arts &
Crafts, Gatlinburg, TN, to be
held on the weekend of August 22
and 23,1998.
Next on the club's agenda for shows is THE

WOODWORKING SHOW, scheduled for
March 13,14 and 15,1998, at The Nashville
Convention Center, West Hall, 601
Commerce Street, Nashville, TN. Enclosed is
a brochure with an admission discount
coupon on the hack page. At present we will
have space to display club information and an
Instant Gallery and Powermatic will supply a
lathe for our use to demonstrate at our booth.
The booth volunteers were set at the
February meeting.
Coordination of the Instant Gallery will be by
Jim Haddon and Charles Alvis. You may

Wikle Road West. Turn left on Wikle Road
West to 7019 on the left. Please plan to

attend, and don't forget to bring your
items for the instant gallery. If you
have something to donate to the
exchange/auction, please bring it to
the meeting. GUESTS WELCOME
submit a maximum of two (2) turnings for the
display. You can bring your SECURELY
PROTECTED AND BOXED items to the
March meeting or you must either deliver or
send them to Jim or Charles, BEFORE
MARCH ll""; with your name clearly
marked on the box. Neither the club, Charles
or Jim, will he responsible for damage or
theft, but all will do their best to protect your
items.
Jim Haddon - 635 Oakley Drive - Nashville,
TN 37220 615/832-4369
Charles Alvis - 5428 San Marcos Drive Nashville, TN 37220 615/883-1201
The "free" tinning session for Club Members
Only has been set for Sunday, April 26, 1998 at
Colco Fine Woods and Tools, 864 Madison
Square (Madison Square Shopping Center),
Madison, TN 37115, from 9:U0 AM to 4:00 PM.
The demonstration will be by CHRIS STOTT
from England, who will be touring in the USA.
Chris is featured in British woodtuming
magazines, has a series of woodtuming videos
and his own line of turning tools. He has
demonstrated at the American Association of
Woodtumers Symposium in years past.
YOU MUST BRING YOUR OWN CHAIR OR
STOOL TO THE SESSION

For that day only, Colco Fine Woods and Tools
will offer our members a 20% discount on all
books and wood, and a 10% discount on tools.
At the November meeting the club voted to
participate in the juried "American
Association of Woodturners Chapters
Turning Exhibition" to be held in conjunction
with the 1998 AAW Symposium scheduled for
Akron, OH. At this time the exhibit will be
shown in Akron, OH, Saint Louis, MO and
Fitchburg., MA The club can send two pieces.
We will conduct our juried selection process
at the April 26 "free" turning session, so our
two entries can reach Akron on or before
May 16,1998. Remember, if selected, your
piece will be kept through the end of the
traveling show.
To enter the process, please bring your turnings
to the April 26* turning session, or you can send
or deliver your SECURLY PROTECTED AND
BOXED items to me. Again, neither the club,
nor I will be responsible for damage or thefl,
iHit, will do everything possible to protect your
items.
Mike Zinser-3025 New Natchez TraceNashville, TN 37215 - 615/292-8652 (evenings)
615/366-4173 (work)
The club has again been offered a scholarship
in the form of a 50% discount to one member
on tuition for a woodtuming class from the
John C. CampbeU Folk School, Brasstown,
NC. The scholarship must be used in a class
in 1998. We will again select our participant
from those of you who get in touch with me to
let me know of your interest We will have a
drawing at the April meeting.
Mike Zinser-3025 New Natchez Trace
Nashville. TN 37215 - 615/292S652 (evenings)
615/366-4173(work)
Points of interest from the February meeting:
Thank you to Kevin Austin as the presenter at
our February meeting. He always brings a very
nice piece to the instant galleiy so I was really
looking forward to his (temo.

His first demo was turning an oil lamp He
dries the wood first in a microwave using a
plastic bag to keep the smell out of the oven. I
had trouble when I tried this so I called him. He
says some woods check badly and some don't so
if you have problems try another species. He
drills a hole the same size and slightly deeper
than the glass insert for the oil lamp. This
allows for fine tuning of the lip later. He then
makes a jam chuck to fit the hole. Now he turns
the body of the lamp. He used a wire to bum a
decorative groove in the side. He uses a dremel
engraver to sign the bottom^ and recommends
dulling the tip to make it easier to control. He
finishes using a padding lacquer aiq)lied at slow
speed and uses a plastic bacldng on the
applicator to keep it off his fingers.
His second demo was turning and carving feet
on the bottom of the bowl. The main tip was
that the shape of the curve should continue
through the feet. To help visualize this he tiuiis
a ring for the feet then stops the lathe and carves
away a small section of the ring in two places.
This lets you see through the ring when the
piece is spinning so it's easier to get the bottom
curve correct.
He uses a Ryobi power carver to carve the feet
and an air powered narrow belt sander to speed
the sanding and shaping of the feet.
Thanks Kevin I took several useful tips home to
try on my next project.
Submitted by John Lucas
I had to photograph world famous poet B.F.
Maize this week as he lectured to a class for
Black History month; He is an incredibly
percejXive man. He made the statement that
learning is the only thing you can give away and
still keep. You can ieam sometfiing in the
morning and tell everyone you meet all day and
at the end of the day you will still have it. In
fact I've found that everyone you tell will teach
you something new so by the end of the day you
will actually know more. I think that is why
wood turners like to share what they have
learned.
Submitted by John Lucas

Bowl Turning using a faceplate:
There are at three ways to turn a bowl with a
faceplate that I have discovered I'm sure there
are more. I'll discuss other methods later as I
get more information. The simplest is to mount
the faceplate to the bottom of the piece allowing
enough waste for the screws.
First mount the blank between centers and
rough it out checking for defects, unique color
grain and design possibilities. Remount and
turn more if necessary. Now true up an area for
the faceplate. Some people turn a tenon the size
of the center hole of their faceplate for accurate
positioning. One of my faceplates is flat and the
other won't screw on far enough if I do this. I
turn a tenon the exact size of the faceplate and
then turn a concave area in the center about 1
inch. This guarantees the bowl wUl sit flat on
the faceplate. You now have the bowl mounted
and can turn all but the very bottom of the piece.
There will be 1 or 2 inches of waste with this
method
The second method is to use a faceplate with
screw holes larger than the intended base of the
bowl. That sounds like I'm telling you to use 3
inch diameter screws. What I meant was the
placement of the screws will be in the waste area
on the outside of the foot of the bowl. This
requires that you pre-visualize the foot because
you may not be able to turn it until you reverse
tiuTi the bowl. Starting between centers allows
you to get very close to the final shape and
makes it easier to leave sufficient area outside
the bowl shape for the screws. Done properly
this method allows use of almost the entire
blank. If you only have a 3 inch faceplate and
you want the bottom to be 3 inches use a waste
block that is larger screwed to the faceplate and
put screws through this into the bowl.
This brings us to the third method This is to
glue a waste block to the bowl. You should
mount it between centers first if possible. This
lets you true up the area for the glue block and
to pre-visualize the bowl. Since your drive
center will push into a green wood blank a little
there will be some damage. If the blank is so
thin that you must use it all, flatten what you
think will be the bottom with a plane and

temporarily glue a block to the blank. Use a
block larger than j our faceplate so you can shift
the bowl if necessary for esthetic reasons. When
you decide it is right true up the glue block and
size it to fit your faceplate. Now you can mount
the bowl and turn it with virtually no loss of
wood. Two hints. Use hardwood for the glue
blocks. I had a 2x4 glue block break in half on
me. Yellow glue is fine for dry wood. Medium
viscosity CA glue works well on green wood.
Joe Looper suggests you run a separate bead of
CA glue around the outside of the glue block on
green bowls for added security. He also
suggested you file a notch in the side of your
faceplate as an index mark. Then if you twice
turn your bowl you can get it back on the
faceplate in exactly the same place.
Well as usual I got a little long winded. There
is just so much out there to learn and its so fun
figuring it out. As always I would like to hear
from those who know better ways and definitely
tell me if 1 pass along something incorrect or
dangerous. I'm still learning.
Submitted by John Lucas

The American Association of
Woodturners Symposium is scheduled
for June 12,13 & 14,1998, at the
John S. Knight Center - Akron, OH.
Charles Alvis advises that if you plan
to attend, you should make your hotel
reservations as soon as possible. The
two hotels within walking distance of
the symposium site are:
The Ramada Plaza Hotel - 20 West
Mill Street - 330/384-1500 or fax
330/434-5525.
Rates set aside for AAW attendees are
S72.00 single/double per night.
The Akron Hilton in Quaker Plaza 135 S. Broadway - 330/253-5970.
Rates set aside are $95.00 per night
single.

Classified Section:
For Sale through member Mike Zinser - 615/292-8652(H) - 615/366-4173(W)
The sale will take place on February 28,1998, at 6033 Jocelyn Hollow Road, Nashville, TN 37205.

Some of his equipment includes:

PLEASE
NOT BEFORE
8 AM
48"
ACME Stroke
Sander with 6"
wide belts
30" Ventilation Fan
6" POWERMATIC jointer
3' X 8" Metal LegAVood Top Work Table
Shop Vacuum
16 ea. 4' X 8' solid wood shelves
Scroll Saw (needs motor)
Set Turning Tools
Band Saw
Router
ShopSmith
Veneer Edger
Older Heavy Duty equipment including:
16" POWERMATIC Thickness Planner
And:
Approximately 4,000 board feet lumber. Mostly 5/4 walnut, with some 16/4 walnut, as well as some other
thickness. There is some cherry and oak in minor amounts. He will entertain a bid for the entire supply.
Submit your Classified ads to:
Mike Zinser
3025 New Natchez Trace
Nashville, TN 37215
or fax to my attention @
615/366-7420
Membership in the Tennessee Association of Woodtumers is open to anyone with an interest in the craft of woodtuming. Annual dues are
$25.00.
Officers: President - Mike Zinser -615/292-8652
Vice President - Gary Martin - 615/895-9207
Secretary - Pat Matranga - 65/227-2240
Treasurer - PeteSchutt - 615/373-5016
Librarian - Gordon Heckle - 615/832-2928
Newsletter Editor - Vacant
Imed Paa President - Jim Haddon - 615/832^369

