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UYC 2016 Experiences Something New

August 2016

Ultimate Youth Camp takes place every summer for Northside Students since 1989. This
year for the first time, we took camp outside of just Northside and joined Crossings Ministries at their Cedarmore, KY site. We had a phenomenal time worshipping, swimming,
shooting, and interacting with many other churches from as far as Buffalo, NY!
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by Asa Hart, Associate Pastor of Student Ministry

I have to say that being freed up to be able to absolutely wreck kids with smashballs
and blobbing the likes of John Dirks in the Vertical Challenge allowed me the space to
do something different than camp previously had – to be constantly present with our
students and to see God’s work in their hearts. Also, it is so enjoyable to see those kids
go flying when my smashball collided with theirs.
Continued on page 2

VBS Kids Camp Submerges Kids in the Gospel
by Barbara Cross, Vision Editor

Our new Children’s Ministry Director, Derrin Slack, after starting his new position in June,
was immediately immersed in the biggest event of the year for Northside Kids. VBS Kids
Camp is a huge effort for all ages of Northside members, as we reach out and draw
preschoolers and grade schoolers from all around our community.
Volunteers ranged in age from teenagers to Just Older Youth as we covered every responsibility and role required to teach, feed and entertain more than 80 children each
day. Kids learned that Jesus sees, knows and saves. They heard stories about Jesus’ encounters with Zaccheus, the Woman at the Well, Nicodemus, a blind man and the children. In every story, the truth of the gospel is illustrated that Jesus knows who we really
are and that we need His salvation.
The beauty of the Vacation Bible School effort is that children participate in learning
about Jesus in a fun atmosphere with kids their age and volunteers of all ages. We are
grateful that the Lord has once again blessed Northside with a week at VBS that will be
remembered throughout the year and in the years ahead. (Photos are on pages 4-7.)
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Ultimate Youth Camp continued from page 1
Dustin Neeley was the preacher who brought the
Word to us each day and many of our students were
challenged to walk in light of that Word. On the 2nd
night, one student in particular voiced in our group’s
time together that the grace of God in the Gospel suddenly seemed so huge to him. He was seeing anew
the exceeding sinfulness of his sin, the matchless righteousness of our God, and so his Savior Jesus suddenly
was revealed to him as a greater Savior than he had
previously known.
Many of our students were challenged to boldly share
their faith in school, and many were confronted with
the evidences of personal idolatry. Even our leaders
were convicted and changed by God’s work through
his Word. I’m proud of the group we took and it’s clear
that God was moving in each person’s heart. There
were those who discovered that they have yet to embrace Christ as Savior, and there were those to whom
he became dearer.
Thank you, Northside, for contributing to scholarships to
make this year possible. Thank you for praying for our
week. Thank you for being the church to your younger
members and seeing the importance of investing in
their development.
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by Sven Christiansen

“…If she has shown hospitality to strangers…” 1 Tim 5:10
We studied this verse Sunday, July 17. To refresh your
memory, Paul describes a believing widow in this verse,
and I’ve pulled out only one portion. I think it’s critical,
especially in this day and age. The phrase “hospitality
to strangers” is the Greek word xenodocheō. The word
xenos means someone from another country. It’s the
root of our term xenophobia.
Let me offer a more literal translation: “if she has taken
in foreigners.”
I’d like to address the topic of foreigners among us. Perhaps I might have a unique perspective, not just because of what I do but who I am. I am a naturalized citizen of the United States. I was quite literally a foreigner
that has been taken in.
At the same token, I don’t want to get sidetracked
with personal emotion and perspective. So let’s take a
quick examination of Scripture on the topic of foreigners. Get your Bibles ready.
“You shall not wrong a stranger or oppress him, for you
were strangers in the land of Egypt.” Ex 22:21.
In this verse, God warns the nation of Israel to pay attention to the foreigners (strangers) among them. Do
not oppress them. Why? Because the Israelites were
once foreigners themselves. Now, think about this for
a moment. The Israelites are wandering through the
wilderness, having plenty of skirmishes with city-states
they encounter. They are pretty actively fighting these
“foreigners.” Yet God clearly says that if a foreigner is in
the domain of Israel, that foreigner should not be oppressed or despised.
God kicks things up a notch pretty quickly, just to make
sure the Israelites don’t misunderstand their obligation
or calling.
“When a stranger resides with you in your land, you
shall not do him wrong. The stranger who resides with
you shall be to you as the native among you, and you
shall love him as yourself, for you were aliens in the land
of Egypt; I am the Lord your God.” Lev 19:33-34
Oh boy. Now the Israelites are supposed to “love”
those foreigners. Remember, they’re at war with these
people, yet God clearly expects His children to love
the outsiders that are in their midst.
Now, just in case you think I’m picking and choosing
verses or perhaps misrepresenting the context, here
are a few more verses for you to look up on your own.
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Deut 10:17-19; Deut
Jer 7:6-7; Mal 3:5.
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It’s obvious that God has a special thing in mind for the
foreigners. He continually reminds Israel that she was
one once.

31:32;

So let’s shift into the New Testament and see if anything
has changed.
“For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat;
I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was
a stranger, and you invited Me in.” Matt 25:35
“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by
this some have entertained angels without knowing it.”
Heb 13:2
Nope. Nothing has changed.
So what does this mean for us today?
First off, this doesn’t address the debate of immigration
that we’re hearing from shore to shore. You support
wide open borders? Fine, but these verses have nothing to do with that. You support building a wall, locking
our borders? Fine, but these verses have nothing to do
with that.
In fact, I find no support in Scripture for either approach.
What I do find, and what we’ve read here, is a very
clear mandate for those who represent the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to embrace the foreigners
that are among us here and now. If we claim to follow
Jesus, we are commanded to actively love those people in our neighborhood, in our city, that come from a
different country, a different culture.
I know, this is a difficult thing to do. But I don’t see any
addendum verses addressing the difficulties. So, the
command is clear.
But why? Why does God go to such lengths to make
sure the foreigner is embraced by His people?
I think the answer is quite clear. It is not to make those
people better Americans (history shows these commands were given well before 1776). Perhaps, just perhaps, it is to introduce those people to God Himself.
Those foreigners the Israelites met had no history with
the Jewish God. The only way to make an introduction
was to bring the stranger into the home where God is
evident.
The same is true today. There are so many countries
and cultures across this planet that have never seen
the Light of Christ. Maybe, just maybe, God has orchestrated their arrival here for the sole reason that they see
Jesus for the first time in their lives. That they see Jesus
in us.
But they will never see Jesus in us if we avoid them, if we
shun them, if we are blind to their existence, if we do
not invite them into our homes.
“I was a stranger, and you invited Me in.”

Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

The Vision

August 2016

Creative Crafting: Thursday, August 18

Ladies, join us for Creative Crafting on Thursday, August
18 at 6 PM in Kids Cove. Amy Myers is leading a project
to make a jewelry holder.
Cost is $8/person. All materials are included except
knobs. Each project needs
6 knobs, which are available at Hobby Lobby or at
home improvement stores.
Bring sandwiches, a salad
or dessert to share.

LifeWay Films’ ‘Insanity of God’ to Hit
Theaters August 30th
by Aaron Earls: online editor of FactsAndTrends.net

While serving as missionaries in Africa, Nik and Ruth Ripken faced the death of their son and potentially their
faith. Their journey, chronicled by Nik in The Insanity of
God (B&H Publishing Group), is now being turned into
a film by the same name.
Released in partnership with the International Mission
Board, the movie will be the first theatrical release from
LifeWay Films when it opens in 400 theaters across the
United States on August 30 as a one-night event.
The Insanity of God movie follows the Ripkens as they
go on a mission to interview individuals and “discover
what God has been doing in the toughest parts of the
world, retelling the stories of persecuted Christians in Africa, communist Russia, Asia and the Middle East,” says
Trey Reynolds, manager of LifeWay Films. “They discover the church not only survives under persecution, but
it thrives.”
Bringing to the screen a successful B&H book was an
easy decision, according to Trent Myers, marketing
specialist with LifeWay Films. “For us, it was important
to stand behind a product with a great message,” says
Myers, “as well as one LifeWay customers could relate
to having read or seen in LifeWay stores. And our relationship with the Ripken family and the IMB is one we
value and are very passionate about.”
Reynolds says they want to provide as much access to
The Insanity of God as possible. “Whether an individual
or local church watches this film in theaters on August
30, at a large event in their church, or in the comfort of
their homes, we believe God will use this film and the
testimonies to turn the hearts and minds of believers
to Him,” he says. LifeWay is also releasing a Bible study
based on Ripken’s book in July.
Reynolds says he hopes this film spurs the church to
pray for persecuted believers and to be passionately
involved in the Great Commission.

Messy Games: Saturday, August 27, 2:00 PM

Northside Student Ministry is kicking off the new school
year with a fun afternoon out on the soccer fields.
Wear something you don’t mind destroying. Bring your
friends and prepare to be slimed.

Just Older Youth Luncheon & Band Concert

The annual New Horizons Band concert is at our regular August JOY Luncheon on Tuesday, August 20. Our
price of admission is lunch for them (and us). We need
all of you to provide a little extra food this month to help
feed our guests. JOY provides the fried chicken and
you bring a COUPLE or a large dish to share with our 50
extra guests. The concert will begin at 11:00 AM in Kids
Cove and we’ll eat at noon in the Fireside Room. You’ll
recall these are accomplished retired musicians who
rehearse twice weekly here at Northside. Let’s make
it a point to sit at tables with them and share
stories. They are really interesting folks who love
music from our era.
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Mop Up

by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
Here are three definitions of ‘mop up’ from Encarta Dictionaries:
1) to wipe or rub a piece of material over a liquid to soak it up
2) to complete or carry out the final details of a task
3) to capture or kill remaining enemy troops in order to secure an area after a victory
From the beginning of the Covenant Foods ministry, we have had a goal to leave the areas we use cleaner than
when the evening began. Over the years the clean up has become more time consuming due to increasing
numbers of volunteers and guests and increasing donations of food for the bread and produce tables. Each
week, after all the tables are cleaned off and put away, the floor is quite messy and needs to be ‘mopped up.’
In the past, all the volunteers stayed until the mopping was done, and then we had the closing prayer time. Earlier this year, it was suggested that people sign up for mopping duty once every 3 months. This would allow the
volunteers to go ahead and leave after the closing prayer and before the mopping unless it was your week to
stay and mop. When I heard the request, I thought, “That’s not a job for me.” I wondered if others would be willing to sign up for mopping duty, knowing that many come to set up as early as 2 PM and others have come to
serve after working all day. I guess I should not have been surprised to learn that quickly all the weeks had been
covered. The volunteers that serve in Covenant Foods each Tuesday evening have a heart to serve Christ by
serving others and are willing to do whatever needs to be done. I am constantly blessed and inspired just to be
a small part of what happens at Covenant Foods.
I want to encourage all of you who work behind the scenes in this ministry or any other area of our church to
remember you are not just cleaning up messes or finishing up tasks as in the first two definitions. But, as in the third
definition, you should think of yourself as securing an area after a victory. The victories we see at Covenant Foods
and elsewhere in our church body could not happen if you were not there with your mop. Colossians 3:23-24 says,
“Whatever you do, do it enthusiastically, as something done for the Lord and not for men, knowing that you will
receive the reward of an inheritance from the Lord. You serve the Lord Christ.”

Thank you, Scott Long, Micah
Langmaack and all the volunteers who helped make new
signs for the pantry and who
have worked in the Covenant
Garden all season long. You are
appreciated!
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff
Pastoral Staff

Support Staff

Eric Martin
emartin@NorthsideIndy.org
Senior Pastor

Derrin Slack
dslack@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

John Reeder
jreeder@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship

Micah Langmaack
micah@NorthsideIndy.org
Facilities Manager

Asa Hart
ahart@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Students

Jan Jeter
office@NorthsideIndy.org
Office Assistant

Nicholas Piotrowski
nicholas@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Theological Development

Barbara Cross
bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Sundays
9:00 - 10:15 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Men’s Class - D112
Woessner Class - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Jr/Sr High
Assembly Room

Sundays at 9:30

Elementary
Kids Cove
Preschool
Various Rooms

LIFE GROUPS
Lawrence: Sunday evenings
Fishers: Thursday evenings
Newly Married: Sunday
Fall Creek/Binford: Thursday eve.
Women (Fishers): Sunday lunch
Ravenswood: Friday evenings
Contact the office at 317-255-6692 if
you would like to join a group.

