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Cochrane Creative
Playschool
Learning Through Play

Happy Halloween!

Fall (maybe Winter) has arrived!
September always flies by and we hope that everyone has had a great
start to the 2019/20 school year. We are looking forward to seeing
the great pictures that Megan captured last week.
Again, this year we will be heading to Butterfield Acres in the Spring
for the Easter activity so we will have our 2nd annual in -class
pumpkin hunt at the end of the month as well as a bunch of other
Fall fun and activities over the next few weeks.

Please dress the students for the playground everyday as
we will plan to get out as much as possible.
A BIG thank you to Shayla (Bode’s Mom – T/Th class) for joining
the board as our volunteer coordinator!
See items in the newsletter on our completed and upcoming
fundraisers, a chance to rehome any old dolls hanging around your
house and a great recipe to put all those apples to good use (if you
haven’t eaten them all already!) J

Save the Date!
No School

Pumpkin Hunt

Halloween Party

Oct. 11 & 14
Friday PD Day
and Thanksgiving
Holiday

Oct. 28 & 29
Fall fun out
searching for and
decorating
pumpkins!

Oct. 30 & 31
Wear your
costumes and be
ready for lots of
spooky fun!

Get ready for a howling good
time on Oct. 30th & 31st when we
hold our Halloween class parties!
Send your child to class in their
Halloween costume for lots of
fun in-class activities.
Students will take part in fun
Halloween games and spooky
activities!
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Message from the Board
As we move into October, we hope that
your little ones are enjoying preschool and all
the new experiences in class.

Criminal Record Checks

Thank you so much for signing up for your volunteer
days as well as getting your completed criminal record
checks brought into the school. If you have not
submitted your CRC please hand it in as soon as
possible to the folder by the preschool door (it will be
scanned and returned.)

Handbook
Please refer to the CCPS 2019/20 handbook if you have
any questions on our policies or procedures. This is
available on our website or one can be emailed to you.

Scholastic Orders
Cochrane Creative Playschool takes part in Scholastic Book Orders.
These orders are completely voluntary and will be available on a monthly basis. The books are reasonably
priced, and a percentage of every book is given back to the preschool to buy books, equipment, and toys for
the children. If you decide to order, the easiest way is to pay online (follow instructions and find Erin
Klinger in the teacher drop down box) you can also hand in your cheque & order form by the indicated
deadline on the pamphlet.

Please remember to keep the school a peanut-free zone. Help us to
keep everyone safe and healthy by checking your child's snack food
labels before sending them to school. Also remind your child to not
share their snacks with their friends.
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Fundraising Update
Current Fundraisers
Well done everyone with the Davison Apples orders, we
sold 111 boxes of apples! Awesome start to the year –
almost double what we sold last year!
Our Admazing Coupon Book sales will continue until
October 4th. If you need more books or to return books,
please talk to Miss Erin at the start of class.

Upcoming Fundraising
We all loved the BACON fundraiser so much last year, we are
doing it twice this year! BACON sales will be happening
starting October 15th – watch your e-mail for more information!
The Mixing Spoon campaign will be happening in November.
This has been a very successful fundraiser over the last few
years. The Mixing Spoon is a local company selling premixed
jars of food, from soups to cookies to stews. Perfect for stocking
stuffers and other Christmas gifts!
We are also very excited about our third year of the Wine
Survivor fundraiser/game coming soon too!

Dropping Off & Picking Up
Please take note of a few friendly reminders about drop off, pick up and parking at CCPS:
Parking
Please do NOT park on the west side of the building. This includes the condo parking spots and everything
around the church. We have permission to park at the rear of the church, in the east parking lot, and on the
street.
Late & Absent Notices
If your child is going to be late or absent, please let Ms. Erin know by texting or calling her at
403-651-7664. If your child will be absent due to illness, please include their symptoms so we can pass
along any pertinent information to other parents to keep an eye on their children.
Pick Ups
If someone new will be picking up your child, it is imperative to tell Ms. Erin by texting or calling
403-651-7664, giving her a note, or telling her in person. For safety reasons she will not release a child to
someone who has not been approved by the parent.
Be On Time
Please ensure you are not late dropping off or picking up. The upstairs door is opened ten minutes before
the end of each class.
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Hello Volunteers!
What a great start to the 2019/20 playschool year! Thank you to everyone who has volunteered in
the classroom so far and to those who were able to sign up for one of the various other volunteer
positions. Your time and commitment are greatly appreciated by all!
The classroom volunteer and toy cleaning calendars are posted
in the boot room. If you need to make a change to any of your
volunteer commitments, please do your best to make the trade
yourself (a class email list has been sent out). Please also
inform Shayla of any changes. As a reminder, if you don’t
show up to your classroom volunteer date, the class will likely
need to be canceled and your volunteer cheque will be cashed.
Please make sure that you are also attending (or making
arrangements to switch) for your toy cleaning commitments,
Volunteering is crucial to our operations and how we keep fees
low.

When volunteering in the classroom, please arrive five to
ten minutes early to confirm that we have our required
additional adult helper in order for class to commence. This
time may also allow you a chance to become familiar with
that day’s activities and/or events.
If you are going to be late, please call or text the school at
(403) 651-7664 so that Ms. Erin will know you are on your
way. Ms. Erin will need another adult in the classroom
until the parent volunteer arrives, so another parent may be
asked to stay, until the designated parent volunteer arrives.
There is also a “Short Notice” sign up in the boot room for anyone who is
likely able to step in last minute, please add yourself to that list if possible to
help out if you are in need a last minute volunteer.
Thank you to everyone who has already signed up to do their toy cleaning
session. Thanks again in advance for your commitment to clean our school’s
toys. We all know how important it is to keep our children’s classroom
sanitary!
Please watch for opportunities for extra volunteer days, such as the pumpkin
hunt, Halloween parties and everyday classes (we can always use extra
volunteers in our busy classes). Speak to Miss Erin or Shayla if you are
interested in coming in more regularly.
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact Shayla at:
volunteercoordccps@gmail.com J
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In the Classroom…
Happy October!
The children have started to learn and settle into our
classroom routines. It is wonderful getting to know
their personalities in the time we have already spent
together.
This is sure to be an eventful and fun month with our
Pumpkin Hunt, Thanksgiving, Halloween, Autumn
and starting our letter learning program.

Show & Share
Our Show & Share program is underway and the kids
love it! On your volunteer day, your child is able to
bring one special item from home to “Show & Share”
with the class. They will place this object in a mystery
bag and the other children will try to guess what they
brought.
In October, Miss Zoe, from Cochrane SpeechLanguage Therapy Centre, will be coming to
introduce the Expanding Expression Tool (EET) to
the classes. This will enhance our Show & Share
time. More information to come!

Door Opening
Our classroom door will remain closed until 9:00.
The church door to access the preschool will be open
at 8:50 and you are welcome to arrive a few minutes
early to get outerwear off and indoor shoes on. When
the classroom door opens at 9:00 the children will say
their goodbyes in the coatroom and enter the
classroom on their own to begin their school day. I
will still be available at this time should you need to
talk to me for any reason (questions, concerns, pickup information, etc.). At this point there may still be
some tears and that is OK. Your child will be fine
once they settle in.

Fire Drills
Throughout the school year we will be practicing fire
drills while the children are at school. This is not
done to scare them but to help prepare them for what
to do if the need should ever arise. We will do our
best to schedule these fire drills for mild weather
days.
Absences
Please call or text the preschool phone at 403-6517664 to inform us if your child will be absent from
school. This allows us to make note of who will not
be there and also allows us to promptly lock the
upstairs door to help maintain safety in the building.

Alphabet
We will be starting to learn our letter sounds and
letter formations this month. Your child will be:
learning picture cues to accompany the letters,
singing songs that tell the letter sounds, reading
stories emphasizing the letter, and doing activities
that provide context for the letter. At this level, the
main goal is to expose the students to the letters
through modeling, tracing and letter sound activities.
Each week we will focus on a different letter. We will
introduce the letters based on formation, not
alphabetical order. I will attach an overview so you
can understand the order we are using and the way
we will be teaching the children to form letters. Don’t
hesitate to contact me if you need any explanation
about our alphabet learning program.

General
Please remember to sign out with Miss Erin at the
end of class. This helps to ensure that all children
have a “safe” and responsible adult to leave with.
For any emergencies or absences please call or text
the preschool phone. You are also welcome to
contact me via email at any time and I will reply as
promptly as possible. My email address is:
misserinteacher@gmail.com As always, I am
available to talk before or after class. J

5

COCHRANE CREATIVE PLAYSCHOOL

OCTOBER 2019

Itchy’s Alphabet
The program being used to teach the alphabet in our classroom
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Wondering what to do with all your APPLES?
Canned Apple Pie Filling
(shared by Tiffany Roberts)
10 big cups of peeled, sliced apples
2 c sugar
4 tbsp Tapioca
1/3 c water
Bring all to a full boil – let boil one minute longer stirring constantly.
Fill bottles, wipe rims and process for 10 minutes.
I love this recipe because it’s canned, super simple and stores really well.
When ready to use dump into a pie crust, tarts, or a bowl with ice cream.
I’ve also made some without sugar and fed to my babies/toddlers.
When baking it won’t break down any further, just warms thru.
If you’re not familiar with canning, email me with any question: tiffany.roberts@shaw.ca
Our family favorite is called Apple Delight.
Apple Delight
1 c butter
½ c sugar
1 cup shredded coconut – optional
2c flour – or as needed, it’s cookie dough consistency
2 tsp b. powder
1 egg
Mix just like cookie dough. Divide in half. Press half on the bottom of 9x9 pan.
Dump apple filling, you can add cinnamon, nutmeg, whatever over the apples.
Crumble the rest of the dough on top. Bake @ 350 for approx. 30 min, or until top is golden.
Serve hot with ice cream!

DOLLS

The preschool is looking to update its DOLL COLLECTION
for the students to play with, if you have any extra dolls
looking for an excellent new home please bring them
into Miss Erin!
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Talk to us!
We want to know what you think, good or bad. Please let us know what we need to
improve as well as what we are doing well – also, we always welcome new ideas!
cochranecreative@gmail.com
403-651-7664
www.cochranecreative.ca
or follow us on Facebook!
See below for contact information for our current CCPS board.

2019-20 CCPS Board of Directors
Chair

Chelsea Paolini
Neely; 4am

chelsea.paolini1@gmail.com

Treasurer

Joy Eaton
Tyler; 4am

treasurercochranecreative@gmail.com

Secretary

Brigit Manser
Rowan; 4am

brigitmanser1@gmail.com

Registrar

Stephanie Houston
Griffin;4am

registrarcochranecreative@gmail.com

Volunteer
Coordinator
Fundraising
Coordinator

Shayla Pears
Bode;3am
Tiffany Roberts
Saige; 4am

volunteercoordccps@gmail.com

Children’s Events

Coordinator

Brittni Wilson
Weston; 4am

brittniwilson2122@hotmail.com

Communications
Coordinator

Joy Eaton
Tyler; 4am

joy.eaton@me.com

tiffany.roberts@shaw.ca

Thanks to everyone who sent in their ‘first day photos’ for this newsletter! To see your child in the next newsletter please
send one or two high-res themed photos to cochranecreative@gmail.com. Next month’s theme is ‘Fall Leaves’ so please
send photos of your kids playing, raking, jumping or anything with leaves. Thanks in advance for sending me your
photos. Submission automatically gives CCPS permission to distribute photos in newsletter.
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Birthdays This Month
Elise – October 15th
Nelith – October 15th
Skyler – October 22nd

Playdough

Oct 3rd: Christy Cronk
Oct 17th: Rochellie Lywin
Oct 31st: TBA

October 8th Toy Cleaning:
Sarah Dubois
Rosie Wattleworth
Crystal Blanchard

