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MYRTLE BEACH, SC (WMBF) – Many runners have wondered why the Myrtle Beach Marathon was not
postponed or moved to Sunday.
After the race was canceled due to the snow, participant Sira Weaver had the same question.
"It hurt a lot of people. A lot of people were upset that night," said Weaver.
Myrtle Beach City Manager Tom Leath says he made the decision to cancel the race the night before to
keep runners safe, not to save the City of Myrtle Beach money, like some speculated.
"We could tell our staff we're not going to do it tonight. We're going to set up in the morning. We're
going to set up on Sunday and we would have added staff to come in and do that. The fact that would
have cost us some money was not something we took into account," said Leath.
"I think if it was any other race, they would have kept on going, but we're not used to snow here," said
Weaver.
"From my point of view as a medical director, with snow on the ground, in most situations I don't see
that as a problem," said Dr. Mark Schecker, medical director for the race.
Schecker says there was no way to guarantee all 1,500 volunteers would get the news about the
cancellation and be able to be at the race at the new time.
Without their help, Schecker says the runner's safety would be put in jeopardy and that's why the race
couldn't be moved to Sunday or delayed.
Myrtle Beach Marathon President Shaun Walsh agreed.
"We're not just a portable type of event where you can just pick and move it to another day that easily.
Because you've got to re-mobilize all of these folks, you've got doctors who've asked for leave from their
work, you have volunteers that may have things they need to do on Sunday," said Walsh.
"Everybody learned from it and I hope they take it away and I hope people don't keep it against Myrtle
Beach," said Weaver.
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