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A Wave of the Future

by Eric Martin, Senior Pastor
I remember the first time I was introduced to e-books and the Kindle. It was in seminary
and the gentleman I was sitting next to in class, full of pride, announced to the class that
he could get a book instantaneously on his electronic device. Throughout the semester
whenever the professor recommended a book, he would purchase and download and
then blurt out, “Got it!”
Even though I was annoyed by my fellow student and his obnoxious behavior, I, like
many others, wondered if the e-book was going to replace physical books. I jumped on the
e-book wagon with hopes that they could provide all that was promised. After a brief time
of trying e-books, I began to miss having the printed book in my hand, and on my shelf to
which I could later refer. Later that year, I began to hear of major book retailers having to
close stores because of the lack of book sales and I was disappointed in the possibility of
losing the printed form of books.
Well, we now know the rest of the story. E-books can be convenient, but they cannot
compare to holding a printed book in your hands. Book stores are now making a comeback.
According to NPR (National Public Radio), “Back when Amazon first introduced the Kindle,
and e-books were all the rage, a lot of people thought printed books and the stores that
sell them were going the way of dinosaurs. But a decade later, print is outselling digital,
and many independent bookstores are thriving. Even Amazon is opening brick-and-mortar
stores (seven so far).”
We have learned from the constant barrage of retail marketing to always be looking
for “the next big thing” that will solve our problems and make our life much happier. I have
lived long enough to be pessimistic when I hear advertisers over promise what “the next
big thing” can do for me.
Is it possible we have translated our cultural influence of always looking for “the next
big thing” into the church? Whenever someone has ministry success we all want to know
the new tool, program, or strategy to launch “the next big thing” and bring instant success.
Churches hold conferences and pay big money for the speaker who can boast of “big
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success” to gain insider knowledge of “the
next big thing”. Like e-books, the constant
searching of “the next big thing” has left me
wondering, “Why not just go back to the
way church has been for the last couple of
thousand years?”
Let’s start with the question, “What are
we doing?” Jesus gave us clear direction in
the Word when he commanded the disciples
to, “Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with
you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew
28:19–20). Go make disciples, baptizing and
teaching them is what the church is called to
do. We may develop new ways to package
this historical command for the church, but
the command itself has not changed.
Now that we have answered the
question, “What are we doing?” Let’s ask
the next question, “How?” If Northside is
called to make disciples, then how do we
go about that God given task? Well, the
same way the church has gone about that
task for centuries; they gathered together.
Hebrews 10:24–25 states “And let us consider
how to stir up one another to love and good
works, not neglecting to meet together, as
is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the day
drawing near.” As the church, we are not
to neglect meeting together to teach and
encourage one another how to be faithful
followers of Christ.

Gather:
Sunday Morning Worship Service
Cross Training
Member Meetings
Prayer Opportunities
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Not only did they gather together,
the church has also been a place for
relationships. They connected with one
another. Ecclesiastes 4:9–10 reminds us that
we should not be alone, “Two are better
than one, because they have a good
reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will
lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone
when he falls and has not another to lift
him up!” The church has been a place for
people to be known and loved.

Connect: Join an in-home Life
Group or a Sunday morning Small
Group to connect with others.

Steinmeier: Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers: Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Married Couples: Wednesdays 317-255-6692
Women (Fishers): Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood: 2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples
Broad Ripple: 1st & 3rd Thursdays 631-316-2423
Young Marrieds
Sunday Mornings at Northside:
Living Stones B203
James 1:22 (Randy Donaldson) D109
Women (Gail Bland) D113
Beacons Class, Fireside Room CLC
Senior Ladies (Bernice Carter) D102
Jr/Sr High Students: CLC Assembly Room
Elementary Students: Kids Cove
Preschool: Various Rooms (Check-In at Desk)
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Northside is a church committed to...
So far, we have stated that the church
historically has gathered, and connected
with one another. Well, the church has done
more than gathering and connecting; they
also have served one another and their
communities. Christ followers are called
to be servants, modeling Jesus example. 1
Peter 4:8–11 exhorts, “Above all, keep loving
one another earnestly, since love covers a
multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one
another without grumbling. As each has
received a gift, use it to serve one another,
as good stewards of God’s varied grace:
whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles
of God; whoever serves, as one who serves
by the strength that God supplies—in order
that in everything God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory
and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” The
heart of discipleship/evangelism is found
in our desire to serve one another and our
community.

Serve Locally:
Northside Ministry Teams
Covenant Foods
Metro Baptist Center
Family Day of Service
Serve Abroad:
Short-Term Mission Trips
Support Missions:
Give to the BJ Higgins Missions Fund.
Support our Northside Missionaries.
(see the list published each week in
the bulletin)

Gospel Proclamation
Preaching, Evangelism, and Missions.
(2 Timothy 3:16, Acts 10:1-48)
Gospel Identity
Worshipers, Family, Servants, Missionaries, and
Learners.
(Ephesians 2:1-10)
Gospel Community
Loving one another as we live life together.
(Romans 12:1-21; Acts 2:42-47)
Gospel Transformation
Seeking Kingdom growth with a heart for the city
and the nations.
(Matthew 9:35-38; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21)
Gospel Sacrifice
Giving, Serving, and Going.
(Acts 2:42-47)
Gospel Prayer
Interceding on behalf of both our brothers and sisters in Christ and for the lost.
(Acts 2:42-47)
Although, we may “repackage” our strategies every
now and then, we do not have to create new ways of
being the church God has called us to be. Let’s commit
to gathering, connecting, and serving for the goal of
making disciples. Let’s resist the urge to bypass the
sometimes-slow process of loving God and loving others
for the fast and shallow “next big thing”.
Please take a minute and examine the ministry map
(above) for Northside Baptist Church. Notice that it is
a graphical attempt to provide a visual framework of
how we at Northside intend to make disciples. As you
look it over, decide right now to make the three-fold
commitment of gathering, connecting, and serving this
Fall! And if you wonder what you will do after fall; how
about holding the course and remaining committed
for the next decade! And the next time you hear about
some flashy new “sure way” of growing a church,
remember that God has given us a plan and
what we need most is to stay committed to
our mission.
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And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the
body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to
mature manhood, to the measure of the stature
of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer
be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.
Ephesians 4:11-14

Why Cross Training?

by Nicholas Piotrowski,
Associate Pastor of Theological Development
I have been leading the Cross Training ministry here
at Northside for nearly 4 years now. We have nearly
gone through the entire curriculum Danny and I first
envisioned. (Remember Danny!?).
It is a good time to pause and remember why we
have these classes. At Northside we believe that our
theology—what we believe about God, humanity, and
the way of salvation—is the fire that drives the engine
of ministry. Therefore, in addition to our regular Sunday
gathering and weekly life groups, we also offer these
“Cross Training” classes, where we are training people
in the way of the cross. The goal of the Cross Training
ministry is, simply put, to equip the people of God
for ministry. Ephesians 4:11–14 says Christ “gave the
apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds
and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer
be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried
about by every wind of doctrine, by human
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.”
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Thus, we believe that a better understanding of the
Bible through a focused and intentional theological
curriculum will make us more effective in evangelizing
and discipleship. It will direct us to be more biblically
faithful spouses, parents, sons, daughters, friends
and neighbors. It will help us in decision-making and
discernment. It will shape us into more fruitful church
members. In all, it will guide us to think more biblically
and more consistently, which will inform and develop
our Christian worldview. By God’s grace, this will result
in a life glorifying to the Lord, satisfying to us, and fruitful
for those around us. Lofty goals, I know! But the word
of God itself says, in 2 Timothy 3:16–17, “All Scripture is
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
that the man of God may be competent, equipped for
every good work.”

Classes starting in October:
Old Testament, taught by Nicholas Piotrowski
Missions, taught by Kevin White
Keep your eye on the bulletin in the coming weeks for
additional details. And join us as we “take every thought
captive to the Lordship of Christ” (2 Cor 10:5).
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“For people who are passing through the dark
night of the soul, turnaround will come because
God brings unwavering lovers of Christ into their
lives who do not give up on them.”
John Piper

Come Out of Hiding; Join a Life Group!

by Eric Martin, Senior Pastor
You might be wondering, “What is a Life Group?” A
Life Group is a gospel family united by Christ, desiring to
know and to be known, seeking to live as missionaries in
obedience to the Word of God.
The DNA of Northside’s Life Groups is twofold:
The First DNA marker for Life
Groups is that they function as an
extended family. Each of us can
benefit by coming out of our hiding and being known by others.
In Acts 2 we read that the early
church met together daily in each
other’s homes. Even Jesus modeled relational discipleship by
walking daily with His disciples. He
eventually sent these disciples out
into the world to preach and lead a revolution that you
and I are still feeling the impact of today. Life Groups
should be highly relational communities fueled by love.
John Piper explains the benefit of such a community for hurting individuals, “For people who are passing through the dark night of the soul, turnaround will
come because God brings unwavering lovers of Christ
into their lives who do not give up on them.”

The second DNA marker for Life Groups is they function as a mission team. The way forward in our culture
(where the church is no longer trusted) is to provide opportunities to get to know Christians outside of a church
setting. So, these groups will also be evangelistic. If we
are going to take the Great Commission seriously, we
must be willing to befriend people who are not like
us. We must be willing to speak the gospel to the unchurched as well as live the gospel in front of them.
Our goal is to develop groups
that pursue both community and
mission. Life Groups are intended
to emphasize community, missions and evangelism. Reggie McNeal exhorts, “We must change
our ideas of what it means to develop a disciple, shifting the emphasis from studying Jesus and all
things spiritual in an environment protected from the
world, to following Jesus into the world to join him in his
redemptive mission.”
I want to encourage everyone, if you are not involved in a group, get involved today. Come out of
hiding to know others and be known by others. Let’s go
into our hurting communities serving/meeting needs teaching people about the healing and restoration only found in Jesus Christ.

Life Group DNA
• Extended Family
• Mission Team
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Did you know? Our Facility Manager, Micah, has a
team of faithful volunteers
who come every week to
help keep our facility in top
shape. Thank you, Scott,
Don, Julie, Randy and Larry
for your willingness to serve!

Members’ Meeting: September 10

One of our regular opportunities to “Gather” is at our bi-monthly
Members’ Meeting. Our meeting on Sunday evening, September
10th will offer opportunities for you to sign up to “Connect” and
“Serve.” Mark your calendar and join us at 5 PM for food and fellowship. We’ll be serving grilled hamburgers and hot dogs. Bring a
side dish and/or dessert to share. At 6 PM we will begin the meeting
in which we hear testimonies and reports from ministry teams and
Life Groups. If you have not already joined a Life Group, plan to
take this opportunity to find and join a group. If you desire to serve
on a team, please see the list of Northside Ministry Teams (on the
right) and sign up wherever you sense the Lord wants you to serve.

Family Day of Service Returns October 28
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We had a wonderful time in the spring, serving together
as families. The chance to serve our community is returning next month. More details will be shared as they become available.

September 2017

Northside Ministry Teams
Covenant Foods
Deacons
Greeters
Ushers
Welcome Center
Mission Team
Prayer Ministry
Senior Adult Council
Women’s Ministry
Children’s Ministry
• Sunday School
• Children’s Church
• Praise Factory
• American Heritage Girls
• Awana
• Vacation Bible School
Personnel Team
Stewardship Team
Ministry Placement Team
Music Council
Building & Grounds
Tech Booth
Baptismal Team
Wedding Coordinators
Kitchen
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Happy Ninth Anniversary
by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer

“You can’t live a perfect day
without doing something for
someone who will never be
able to repay you.” That is
a quote from John Wooden.
Many people today have taken
hold of the idea of performing random acts of kindness.
Maybe they leave a $1,000 tip for their exhausted, very
pregnant waitress. Maybe they pay off everyone’s
layaway bill just before Christmas. Maybe you are the
person who bought my husband’s breakfast at Cracker
Barrel a few weeks ago. He says “thank you.”
But, nine years ago, on September 9, 2008, we began
a ministry that moves from random acts of kindness to
an intentional lifestyle of costly love. Covenant Foods is
intentionally a place where a large number of volunteers
are ready each week at a certain time and place with
a specific mission of sharing the gospel story and the
love of Jesus Christ with our neighbors. The costs are
not measured only in dollars and cents but also in time,
energy, and emotions. Although we don’t give with the
expectation of being repaid, we are certainly blessed
in many ways.
In these pictures you see some of the faces of
those who have intentionally chosen this lifestyle. Add
faces to include those who are normally there on
Tuesday evenings but that week were visiting a new
granddaughter, or home with a badly sprained ankle,
or needed a week off for whatever reason. Add more
faces to include those who don’t come on Tuesday
evenings, but regularly pick up donations from local
businesses, or carry food from the carts at each door
down to the panty each Sunday morning, or print prayer
cards each month. Then add your face if you pray for
Covenant Foods, or if you bought a gift card for a guest
at Christmas, or if you donated food, or if you brought
in school supplies to be distributed, or if you grilled
hamburgers each week in June for our weekly picnics,
or contributed in any way.
According to Wikipedia, the traditional gift for a ninth
anniversary is pottery. How appropriate for what we are
doing. Isaiah 64:8 says, “Yet Lord, You are our Father: we
are the clay, and You are our potter; we all are the work
of Your hands.” We give our lumps of clay to the potter
to be molded into whatever shape, size, color, and use
He has for us. I can’t wait to see what God will
do with all the various pieces of pottery over
the next year. Happy anniversary!
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New Eight-Week Study for Women begins Sunday, October 8
Beginning Sunday, October 8th at 9 AM, join the women of Northside in a new study: Stuck, by Jennie Allen.
This 8-week, DVD-driven study will be in Room D113 in
the Education Wing. Gail Bland is the facilitator for our
Women’s class that meets Sunday mornings.
Do you feel stuck?
So many of us live stuck. Stuck in trying to seem perfect.
Stuck in sadness. Stuck feeling numb. Stuck pursuing
more stuff to make us happy. Stuck in something we
can’t even name. These stuck places often go unattended inside of us and they are shaping our lives more
than we would like to think. We’ve been trying to fix this
feeling with everything but...
God. He has a plan for these spaces inside of us, the
places we feel broken, but we have to go to Him. Stuck
is a journey to take an honest look at the fight going on
inside, leading us to the God who has a plan to restore
it, to restore us. Because as we realize that our stuck
places are the very places that make us ache for God,
we find Him waiting there for us with hope and freedom.

Creative Crafting: September 21, 6 PM in Kids Cove

On Thursday, September 21st, please plan to join the Creative Crafting
ladies for a fun night of projects using glass bottles. We’ll have fun experimenting by turning plain bottles into works of art. Bottles and
materials are available, but extras are welcome. Bring a friend
and bring a food item to share.
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The Yes Effect Book Releases in September
by Barbara Cross, Vision Editor
My brother Andy was a missionary serving at a Baptist church in San Salvador, the capital of El Salvador
during a tumultuous time in the country. I remember
the reports we would receive from him telling frightening tales of dropping to the floor of his office as bullets
whizzed overhead. The struggle between the government military and left-wing guerillas lasted from 1979 to
1992. Thankfully, Iglesia Bautista Miramonte is still standing today and still serving the Lord, reaching the people of San Salvador which is now in a peaceful climate.
As Andy and his family served on the field, they met
another missionary family serving in El Salvador. Luis
Bush and his wife Doris along with their children had
been called to serve in the same area. Luis went on
to become an influential leader of various international
missions organizations and originated the term, “10/40
Window,” used to describe the area on the map where
both quality of life and the presence of a gospel witness
are most scarce. My brother Andy went on to become
a writer who helps influential leaders tell their stories.
A few years ago, Luis contacted Andy about writing a book. The project would require traveling to
Geneva to interview ministry leaders from around the
world who were gathering for a summit there. As Andy
considered how to pursue this project, despite his own
plate being full, the Lord brought to mind a young couple in our family, Craig and Darcy Wiley. Some of you
may remember them as former Northsiders. Darcy is my
daughter (Andy’s niece) who came to Northside with
our family in 1994. Through her college years, Northsiders helped send Darcy on mission to about a dozen
countries. She and Craig were married in 2003 and
also traveled on a mission to Spain and North Africa.
Darcy served on staff here for several years (and was

editor of this newsletter) until their first child was born in
2007. Craig’s experience as a literary agent and writer
and Darcy’s experience as a writer, editor and blogger provided valuable skills that equipped them for the
task.
We hosted our grandchildren at our house while
Darcy and Craig boarded the plane for Geneva and
began the journey of interviewing an amazing group
of ministry leaders from all over the world. It was the
summer of 2014. It has been my pleasure over the past
three years to watch the development of the book,
The Yes Effect. Moody Press will release the book on
September 5th. The pages of my pre-release copy
are starting to curl, as I’ve already pored over it and
made notes. This inspiring collection of stories mingled
with Luis Bush’s personal experience lays out a history of Christians who have said “Yes!” to following the
Lord into difficult places. With the tagline, “Accepting
God’s Invitation to Transform the World Around You”
the book promises to inspire a response from believers. Each chapter is labeled as an invitation – an opportunity to join God in what He is doing in your own
context. Readers from Northside will recognize the story
of a food pantry (our own Covenant Foods) that welcomes guests to receive more than food. They receive
prayer and a listening ear, even returning when food is
no longer scarce, to say thanks or bring food for others.
Our Northside Women will hear personal insights
from Darcy, our keynote speaker at this year’s Belles’
Brunch on Saturday, December 2nd at 10 AM in the
Christian Life Center. Until then, you can connect with
Darcy at DarcyWiley.com, where she writes
about faith, family, and adventure.
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Invite your friends and
neighbors to join you
for worship at 10:30
and then stick around
for some amazing
food including pulled
pork, hot dogs and
baked beans. Plan to
bring enough food to
feed your family and
guests. The church will
provide meat, buns
and drinks. This annual
event takes place on
our church property,
just across the bridge.

Growth Spurt

Awana Begins September 20
Awana stands for “Approved Workmen Are Not
Ashamed” (based on 2 Timothy 2:15). Make sure your
kids are grounded in God’s word. In addition to teaching your child at home, the truths of scripture can be
reinforced through Awana.
Kids age 3 through 6th grade learn Bible verses and
hear Bible stories in a fun, club atmosphere. Cost for
each child is $15 per semester to cover workbook, vest and badges. Sign up to be part of
this amazing group.
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by Karen White, Children’s Ministry Director
Did you hear? Northside Kids Ministry is GROWING!
Currently we have teams of two who volunteer to teach
in Children’s Church once a month. We are thankful
for the dedication of these teams so that parents can
attend the worship service and know their children are
being taken care of in a clean, fun, loving, Christian
environment.
We are getting ready to open another classroom for
Children’s Church during the 10:30 AM worship service.
Our Walkers (1s) are getting their own space. Currently
we have Babies/Crawlers, Walkers (1-2 year old), PreK & Kindergarten (3-6 years), and Praise Factory (1st-6th
grades) who meet during the worship service. If you
have worked in the Orange Room, you know we need
to make the split because of growth, and it is wonderful
problem to have.
The Children’s Ministry Team is looking for 5 more
teams (10 people) who would like to join our monthly
rotation and help SERVE in our Children’s Church at
Northside.
To SERVE in our Children’s Ministry you will need to
be a Member of Northside, complete a background
check and online training, and meet with me for an
onsite hour of training. If you are interested, we could
use your help.
There are a variety of other opportunities for you
to SERVE with our Northside Kids this Fall and we look
forward to talking to you more about it at the Members
Meeting on Sunday, September 10th.
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff

Support Staff

Pastoral Staff

Karen White
kwhite@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

Eric Martin
emartin@NorthsideIndy.org
Senior Pastor
John Reeder
jreeder@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship
Nicholas Piotrowski
nicholas@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Theological Development

Micah Langmaack
micah@NorthsideIndy.org
Facilities Manager
Jan Jeter
office@NorthsideIndy.org
Office Assistant
Barbara Cross
bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Senior Adults - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 7-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Welcome, New Members!
Sunday 9:30 AM

Teacher: Nicholas Piotrowski
meeting in the Assembly Room.

Daniel & Christina Rees
Not Pictured:
Carol Burch
Troi Burch

If you’re new to Northside, you are
welcome to attend our Membership Matters class. It is a 4-week
class for anyone interested in learning more about our church and
what we believe.
The next session begins September
10 and meets on Sunday mornings at 9:30 in D103. The class runs
through October 1.

Steinmeier:
Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers:
Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Married Couples:
Wednesdays 317-255-6692
Women (Fishers):
Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood:
2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples
Broad Ripple:
1st & 3rd Thursdays 631-316-2423
Young Marrieds
Contact the office at 317-255-6692 if
you would like to join a group.

