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RLS surveyed West Lake in late
May and found nearly 26 acres
of Milfoil which was spottreated with systemic herbicide
on June 3. An additional 23
acres of nuisance and dense
native pondweed was also
recommended for treatment
BUT the MDEQ is making it very
difficult this year to treat ANY
native pondweeds and we are
having to apply for yet another
special permit. This year,
Professional Lake and Land
Management will be conducting the lake treatments and we
hope to have this additional
permit soon. This pondweed
treatment has never been an
issue in the past when the

permit was issued by a
different MDEQ reviewer. RLS
will be measuring the water
quality of the lake and making
professional recommendations
to the Association Board
regarding any improvements.
RLS will also be using bottomscanning technology to map
the lake bottom that records
the biovolume of aquatic
vegetation.
RLS will also be monitoring the
water quality of the Sugarloaf
Drain and comparing data to
baseline data collected last
season. This will help lake
s c i e n t i s t s w i t h fu r t h e r
water quality improvement
recommendations.

MONITORING
DRAIN
The scientists at RLS have
been keeping a close eye on
the inputs from drains such as
the Sugarloaf Drain that may
contribute sediment and
nutrient loads to the lake
during heavy rainfall.
In
general, the water quality of
this water is high in nutrients
such as phosphorus and
nitrogen and low in dissolved
oxygen compared to the lake
water. The drain water is also
slightly higher in conductivity.
Now that baseline data has
been collected, we can
continue to monitor the drain
water quality and make
recommendations if further
water quality impairments are
noted or if the water quality of
West Lake declines and is
suspected to be from drain
inputs.

OF THE

EWM locations in West Lake in
2015

S U G A R L OA F

Page 2

WHAT

R E A L LY H A P P E N S W H E N A L A K E
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I M P O R TA N C E

O F W A T E R Q UA L I T Y A N D
I M PA C T T O R A R E A N D E N D A N G E R E D S P E C I E S
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N A T I V E A Q UA T I C P L A N T S P E C I E S C A N
S T I L L B E C O N S I D E R E D I N VA S I V E
Native plants are considered
beneficial species because
they can provide food,
habitat, cover, erosion
control, recycle nutrients, and
resist invasion by non-native
species. However, many
native plants are considered
invasive because they can
outcompete other plants for
nutrients, light, and space.
These invasive plants can
either be native or exotic. In
fact, many potentially
problematic plant species are
native species and include lily
pads, pondweeds, coontail,
naiads, and sometimes even
bladderworts. They become a
problem when they

produce dense mats that
interfere with navigation and
recreational activities such as
boating, swimming, fishing
and water-skiing. The dense
mats may also impact power
generation and irrigation by
clogging equipment, create
stagnant water providing
good breeding ground for
mosquitoes, and degrade
water quality by raising pH,
decreasing oxygen and
increasing temperature. In
addition, invasive species
may prevent other native
species from reproducing,
can carry diseases, change
food web

dynamics,
decrease
biodiversity, and alter
environmental variables such
as soil chemistry. Many
invasive species may not
have natural predators to
control the species.
In addition to the impact
from exotic species such as
Eurasian water-milfoil, local
economies and can impact
lakeside property values
(Sakai et al. 2001). Much of
our commercial, agricultural,
and recreational activities rely
on native species ecosystems
that are in equilibrium,
however, when one species
increases beyond that
equilibrium then it can
become a problem.

