Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church!
It is good to be together, even if we are meeting in the parking lot. If you
are on site at Messiah this morning, please tune your radio to 1630 AM
to listen to today’s service from your car.
If you are new to Messiah, you can find out more about our community at
messiahlyndhurst.org or on our facebook page. During this current health
crisis, we will upload our service to our website each Sunday morning
(www.messiahlyndhurst.org). We invite you to follow along at home with
the order of service included below.
Prayer Concerns can be shared via email (pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org)
or phone (440-442-6941). Please indicate if you would like your request to
be considered for inclusion in worship. Please note that some elements of
the service are pre-recorded and prayer requests may not make it in until
the following week.
Children are encouraged to participate at home as they are able. If you
would like an at-home Sunday School Lesson Packet, please contact Cheryl
Moser for more info.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is typically celebrated the first and
third Sundays of each month, as well as on festival days. The date of our
next Communion Sunday is November 22 at our Park and Pray Eucharist.
If Communion is new for you, we invite you to have a conversation with
Pastor Paul.

Serving in Worship Today:
Presiding Minister

The Rev. Paul Moody

Assisting Minister

Jim Rase

Keyboards

Glenn Odenbrett
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GATHERING
PRELUDE

Our God, Our Help in Ages Past
(based on ELW # 632)
George Miles
(As God gathers us on this day of resurrection,
we take time during the prelude to center ourselves
and prepare to receive the Gospel: both its proclamation
of grace and its call to action.)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Silence is kept for reflection)

Faithful God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own.
Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God’s work in the world.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (ELW# 596)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs
of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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WORD
FIRST READING

Amos 5:18-24

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great victory, but
Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for
obedience. The LORD demands justice and righteousness in the community.

Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why do you want the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, not light;
19
as if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
20
Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
18

I hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
23
Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
24
But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
21

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 70

You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry. (Ps. 70:5)

Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me;
O LORD, make | haste to help me.
2
Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and | be
disgraced.
3
Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me
turn back because | of their shame.
1
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Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the LORD!”
5
But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, | do not tarry.
4

SECOND READING

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection
to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all
Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ.

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For
since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God
will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the
word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the
Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself,
with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s
trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then
we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with
them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever.
18
Therefore encourage one another with these words.
13

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

GOSPEL

Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times.

The Holy Gospel According to Saint Matthew:
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this.
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of
them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they
took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet
him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish
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said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But
the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had
better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to
buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the
wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came
also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not
know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The Rev. Paul Jones Moody
(Please observe a moment of silence after the sermon)

HYMN OF THE DAY

Where True Charity and Love Abide (ELW #642)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of
God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.
(A brief silence)

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our
worship with sincere and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church
musicians and artists who lead us in praise and prayer (especially). Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have
made. Bless the work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites
us into harmonious living with your creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the
courtrooms of every land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those
who stand accused of crimes. Be present in cases where we long for both
justice and mercy to prevail (especially). Hear us, O God.
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Your mercy is great.
Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours
of those who live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who
struggle with their identity and place in this world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active
duty and retired military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have
died in the line of duty. Heal the wounds, both physical and mental,
experienced by service members. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
(Here other intercessions may be offered)

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have
died. Remind us of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to
use them for the building up of your kingdom. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when
you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and
ever.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(If you are gathered with others, please greet one another with a
sign of Christ’s peace, saying, “Peace be with you” or similar response.)

GREAT THANKSGIVING

MEAL
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.
In every age you sent prophets
to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry;
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant
to preach good news to the afflicted,
to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Let the people say,
“Christ has died...”
Christ has died.

Page | 8

“...Christ is risen...”
Christ is risen.
“...Christ will come again.”
Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, “Amen.”
Amen.
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, “Amen.”
Amen.
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
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HOLY COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
The body of Christ, given for you.
(We eat the bread together)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
(We drink the cup together)

COMMUNION HYMN

Eat This Bread
ELW #472

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
God’s grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go
out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is
leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
MISSION PRAYER
As God has gathered us and filled our hearts with the Gospel,
now God sends us forth to serve in mission. Let us pray:
Gracious God, through belief in Christ and through the presence of the
Holy Spirit within us, empower us to share the word; care and support
each other and God's community; worship as a family in Christ; and be
Christ-like examples to those whose lives we touch.
Amen.
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BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

O God, Our Help in Ages Past (ELW #632)
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
(Please observe a moment of silence before the postlude)

POSTLUDE

He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands
Eric Lewis

Messiah Staff Members
Organist: Glenn Odenbrett
Choir Director: Vicki Lester
Christian Education Director: Cheryl Moser
Office Administrator: Steven Liss
Building & Custodial: Steve Newcomer
Attributions
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Portions of Service of the Word.
Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44485. Scripture from
the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Music
reproduction (streaming and digital distribution) done with permission under ONE LICENSE #736747-A. All rights
reserved. Cover image: Thought Catalog via unsplash.com.

Prayers
Prayer Team & Partners: Prayer is a vital part of the Christian life. Messiah
has a Prayer Team which will pray with/for you. If you have a prayer request,
please complete a blue Prayer Request Card – available in the sanctuary – which
offer these options: (1) request a Pastoral follow-up, (2) include in the
intercessory prayers to be read aloud in worship, (3) add to the ongoing list in
the Bulletin and Grace Note, or (4) add to the Prayer Partner Email Chain.
(Contact Nancy Pittard to participate in the Prayer Partner Email Chain and/or to
serve on the Prayer Team)
Please pray for our siblings in Christ: Lila Boehler, Jim Butler, Una and Bob
Durheim, Dan Filer, Tracy Galvin, Takisha Jackson, Bob Kopsak, Christine
Maharg and family, the Musial family, Lisa Perry, Ann Proudfit, Sid Pryor,
Phyllis Short, Amy Square, Kathy Strom, Jim Szatkowski, and all in need of
comfort and healing.
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(Your prayer request, printed in the bulletin, will remain active for a period of four weeks.
If you wish to have the prayer renewed, please fill out a new request card.)

Announcements
PLEASE NOTE: All upcoming activities and events are subject to change as
Messiah responds to the ongoing world health crisis.

Congregational Meeting: The meeting this year will take place after the
10:00am Nov. 8 Park and Pray service in the Messiah parking lot. We will vote
on the nominees as well as the proposed 2021 budget. When you arrive at the
church on November 8th, Kristy Bohinc will ask you to sign in if you are
planning on staying for the meeting. If you are not staying, please park over in
the spots by the basketball hoop so you can leave before the meeting. We will
also have 2021 pledge envelopes available for pickup as you enter the parking
lot. Voting will be done by raising your hands out the car window so we can get
a live count.
Notice re: Nov. 1 Musical Performance: Jaime Masetta is one of Vicki
Lester's students. The piece performed on November 1 – "Most High God" – is
one she wrote and had professionally produced. You can find her music on
YouTube.
Thanksgiving Food Drive: Food donations will be collected on the Park and
Pray Sundays, Oct 11, Oct 25, Nov 8. Drop off your donations on Sunday, any
time before the worship service. Delivery will be on Monday, Nov 16 – although
the food is no longer going to the Heights Emergency Food Center due to
covid-19 and the social distancing required at the HEFC. The collection is now
going to the Tri-C East campus food pantry.
Pastoral Care: The world is experiencing an unprecedented season of
difficulty, and all of us are affected in our own way. If you would like to connect
with Pastor Paul for a conversation, please call or email the church office: 440442-6941 or pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org.
OHIO Covid-19: Now that testing is more widely available – we wanted to share
some of the key resources:
•

Ohio Corona Virus Portal:

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home
•

Link/Map for Testing Sites:

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/testing-ch-centers/
•

Phone for Info: 1-833-427-5634
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LWR Personal Care Kits: Messiah is collecting items to assemble Lutheran
World Relief Personal Care Kits that give people around the world tools to stay
healthy in life’s most challenging situations. Collection bins for the items are
located by the coffee area. NOTE: Our collection will resume at a later date.
Church Council: the next meeting is on Tuesday, November 17th at 7:00pm.
The Messiah Book Club will meet at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, November 10th at the
home of Mary Lou Bregitzer to discuss The Secret Diary of Hendrik Groen, 831/4 Years Old.
Miles of Quarters: To help with Messiah’s budget deficit, we are collecting a
mile of quarters – over 63,000 quarters – more than $15,000. Put your quarters
in the glass jug by the easel. NOTE: Our collection will resume at a later date.
Church Office Hours This Week:
The Church Office will not be open until further notice. However, we will
be checking voicemail and email regularly.
Attendance and Offering for the week of November 1, 2020:
YouTube Views + Park & Pray Attendees: 52
Offering (incl. electronic giving): $1,475
(NOTE: $4,000 a week is needed to remain current with our budget)

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service: Social Ministry has placed
educational posters about the ELCA’s history of helping refugees through the
work of the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS). Take a look at
the new posters in the coffee area when you are able, or check out the LIRS
website: https://www.lirs.org/.

Special Acknowledgments
This is our space to honor expressions of appreciation. Email items c/o
office@messiahlyndhurst.org by Wednesday at 3pm for publication on
the following Sunday. We’ll keep submissions in print for two weeks.

 Thank you Tom Trost for you wonderful accompaniment with Glenn
Odenbrett the last few weeks.
c/o Jim Rase

 I wish to thank the artistic photographers who take the special
backgrounds for the weekly bulletins, Grace Notes and services. I
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appreciate seeing the beautiful flowers, gardens, and images of our
stained-glass windows. I am also grateful to Steve Liss for his
journalistic skills in putting everything together so interestingly.
c/o Bette Schmidt

 The wind had quite a unique effect at the Reformation Park and Pray!
Drinda's poem was a perfect addition to the service! Thank you, Drinda,
for sharing.
c/o Vicki Lester

 Jim Rase has been faithfully helping as assisting minister. Thank you for
being available while Jim Burghart heals from surgery, Kristy Bohinc live
streams, and Tom Griffith directs traffic.
c/o Vicki Lester

 Splendid music by Glenn Odenbrett and Tom Trost!
c/o Vicki Lester

 Thank you to Thomas Trost for his inspiring musical contributions to
today's (10.25) Reformation service.
c/o Glenn Odenbrett

 Thank you to David Kosovich and his brother Marty Kosovich. Marty has
provided the Baldwin electronic organ used for some of this morning's
service music.
c/o Glenn Odenbrett

 A beautiful thank you to Kristy Bohinc for her special music and the
gorgeous backdrop of Messiah and the sunflowers.
c/o Vicki and Michael Lester
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Messiah Cookbook Project:
recipes, table graces, cooking
stories, pics & more!
Dear Messiah Members,
What have you been cooking up in your kitchen
the last several months? What recipes and table
graces have you been using? Do you have any cooking stories or
kitchen pictures that you are willing to share?
This is an historical time! Social Ministry is creating a
congregational cookbook this year to bring us closer together
during this time of social distancing. We are asking Messiah
members to share their recipes, table graces, cooking stories
and pictures for a cookbook that we are assembling in
November and email distributing in December. There is no limit to
the number of recipes, table graces, pictures and stories that we
can include. Share your feasts and flops. All in good taste, we
hope! – LOL
Please email or use the USPS to send your cookbook
submissions to Jill Snellman: jillsnellman@yahoo.com by
Sunday, November 29. Any format is fine for your recipes, table
graces, story submissions and pics. Please make sure it is legible.
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