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use. slamps or commemorative stamps Ih:. Iact is Uml the: lahm moy vement has
“had. and continues ‘to have, a significant impact on American history and ullluu.
“As.a result of the actions of committed labor leaders. therethave been advances .

. every aua of «ouut\ Tlm bunctnual 1mpacl and thg nmm pmm\c gains xhat

‘ ;lmuntus Mr. \/Iom \/Tog Blllu champmn ol wor kcrs rmhts women’s fights,
civil rights and human rights. be the subject of a ma;l -use slamp ‘md ‘or::
) Lommgmorall\ (] stamp '

Mr. Biller \\‘aS bom on November 5th, 1915 in:New York City.” He graduated

with honors from Seward Park High School and attended Brooklyn College and

City College of New York.. His postal career began in 1937, on the Lower East
- Side of Manhattan, at what is now known as the Knickeérbocker Station.
“time. Mr: Biller was a substitute clerk earning 65 cents an hour. Therc was no
“vacation or sick pay and he was not guaranteed a minimum number of hours of
work. Mr. Biller had to leave the building to use the bathroom. Moe's goal was
- to improve the conditions of those around him.-Mr. Biller did wartime scrvice in

the Army’s Adjutant General Corps. during which he wasstationed in FEurope
: while he was cmplm ed‘at the Post Office. Aq a umom\t from the beginning. Moe
s hcld numuous loml posmons mcludmg Lhdl!’lﬂdll ol th \kmhu‘\hlp

340.000-members of the APWU for more than two decades.

died on Sepumbu 5. _()Os at the agc of 87.

: prcsndcnt nt th 25_000 membcr Mdnhattan Bron\ l’ustal W ml\us Union (mm
called the New York Metro APWU). He was also ¢lected as the leader of

He was a leader in
the Labor Movement, Civil ng,hls and the Women Rights Movement. M Biller
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e believe that Mr. Bl”u‘ LOHII’IbI.It]OHS to the labor mov umm and \mm\ asa
w holc mLm thxq rcwmmendanon as \4r Blller S Luhm gmums go, \\L” bu ond

LL]ULdUOHdl

\>\ ¢ believe that lhxs proposa] meets yvour ru]UIan1u1ls in tlu tullumnu mauner:

The laho'r movement is a uniquulv '\mi,rican subject. \\'ilhuut Mr. Rillu who!
_ had a passion to better the plight of workers; Postal Workers would still be
~working in unsafe, unhealthy, underpaid. and unfair working wndxtmns Without
" Mr. Biller's actions, Americans without full educational ‘opportunitics would not
have been able to earn a decent living and make it better for next generations.
- Earning a decent living wage at the Postal Service enabled many workers to send
their children to college: raise families in decent nclghborhnod\ with decent
schools and to participate in the American dream. These are ac mmphth;nlx e gy W S
that otherwise would not have been possible for people with meager bcvmmnnx v

X Thg dd\ antage 01 bunb a workur who t.amt.d a du,uu W abu uumd a \Lmk change

~ union: mcmbcrx he served: and thc Postal Su’wuc for w huh he worked. \h_
Biller's passion in this regard was acknow ludg.cd when upon hcnu_ notified of his
death, and then Postmaster Gcneral John Potlur ord‘,rgd that Ha:_s at all: pmml
tduhu«.s hc flown at halt statf L et g il

"2. Mm was a plom.er \\ho creatcd tht modun labor mm umnl tm hdudl ‘md

uuan_ a poslal \sorl\torcc thal 10sé 1o lhc ranks ot lhn mlddk le\\ Ihis rise
from poverty helped the country as postal workers apgnl thmr money m IhL
L mu.d States dnd thereby hclped tlu. economy.
(R el : . i
We suggest a: ‘commemorative stamps hononm. Mr. B:Hu to be muui o 7T aGar :
‘cclcbldtc him for one or all of the following reasons: 1) His birth on November 5. :
1915: 2) Mr. Biller's s being elected National APWU President in 1980 and.re-
ulu.ln.d Six suu.gssnc times or;- s) Any of his historic dLhu\unuu\ are: nuilmul
h«.lm\

4. Mr. Bl]l(.l‘ was a: pubhc h}:urc He serv Ld on th Bomds ol NUMETrous

“charitable and civic organizations including the NMuscular I)} strophy Association,
United Way International, the National Advisory Council to the March of Dimes

: ""Bmh Dctuts l oundatmn the Adwson BQard of ( omdl U nnuxm - llddx
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' "\ ork Central Labor Councnl and in 198” the Spml of Life ‘\\\ ard tmm the City

of Hope National Medical Center. In 1999, Moe received the Ellis [sland MedaF~2Ga¥= e
of Honor and the Lower East Side Tenement Museum Urban Pioneer Award ]

5. Mr. Biller also contributed to American life, history, and culture in the
following ways: 1) His fiery speech kept his members from crossing the pickit
line in the First Postal Strike in New York on March 17. 1970. This was the first
‘strike. in the history of the nation’s postal service and it.spread to 30 major cities
with more than 200.000 postal employees taking part. In an effort to end the job
action, President Richard Nixon offered the workers amnesty and they had hun
assured of a huge pay raise. Soon thereafter. Congress passed:the Postal

: R«.orgdm/zmon Act oi 1970, which created the United States Postal Service: 3 Tt

r. Biller's courage in surviving the witch hunt known as MeCarthyism; 3) Mr.
BI”LI‘ s courage in standing up for Hatch Act rights: 4) Being the t‘n.\t,ltllmx :

i lc'adcr ih"chrica tdembraéc the cauSe’ of Ci\il Righls for 'm'imvritik'\“*) I lix'

committee to assist in helping women move up into leadership positions. He was
also the first President to appoint a woman to a. national position and to assigna-

woman to chair a national convention; 6) His establishing the Deat’/Hard of :
'H‘.drm& lasl\ } (m,c in 1‘)88 and 7) Mr Blllu bung tlk onl\ unmn pu\ulgm o

assisting APV\ U/POWER Post Office Women tor Lquai Rthts as an ultlu al ;—-@e‘m; e =

dmg for lhc:appomtm_cm of the :hrst deaf permn as PrL.\ld\.nl _ol llu U m_-\usnl_\,

‘6. Mr. Biller strengthened collective bargaining lighl\ llu no lay-ott clause that
still exists today was a major achievement as well as the many advancements in
wages, and benefits. His historic leadership helped shape other labor unions as
well, bcncmmg \\orker around thc \\orld Hls work re flects th n mnn s dn\u\n

; muuhud all lhe L\mencan pcople in one “d\ or the olhu \lm BIHLI‘ a union
scrapper who battled postmasters and presidents to lead postal workers out of s >
poverty with strikes, protests and six decades of hard-nosed bargaining that m: e *‘ﬁ’;'

~him America’s best-known postal union leader. \LLOI‘dln”l\ we uquut llmt his

acc omplnslmnnts be dLl\ﬂO\\lCdLLd with a stamp

ll more information is nu,ded plcasc u)mdu‘mu at l 300 L Smu N. \\
\\ ashmg_mn D. C "0005 or; ’()”-842 425() : S
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