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How To Save A Bundle On
Your Home Energy Bill
Have you ever conducted a “Home Energy Audit” on your home? It
could save you a lot of money by lowering energy costs. A home energy
audit evaluates how much energy your home uses. Though a
professional audit is a good idea, here’s how you can conduct a personal
walk-through assessment of your own to help cut costs.


Seek out air leaks or drafts. Look for gaps along baseboards, on
the edge of flooring, around outlets and switches, and where walls
meet the ceiling. Anywhere two different building materials meet is a
potential place for leakage. If there are cracks or holes, seal them
(depending on where they are, use caulk or weatherstripping. You
can search energy.gov for those products to learn how to use them).



Evaluate insulation. Insufficient insulation contributes to heat
loss, especially in older homes, but it’s inexpensive to fix. Find out
how much insulation is recommended for homes in your area, then go
into your attic and measure the depth of your home’s insulation. To
measure insulation in the walls, you’ll need an infrared thermometer,
which can usually be rented from stores like Home Depot or Lowe’s.



Assess heating and cooling features. Furnaces, air
conditioners, and other similar features should be inspected annually
or as recommended by the manufacturer. Check and replace filters
as needed, and make a note to keep them cleaned and changed on a
regular basis (usually monthly).



Identify energy-sucking appliances and electronics. Even if you
aren’t using them, anything that is plugged in to an outlet may be
consuming standby power. Common culprits include office equipment like printers and kitchen appliances such as coffee makers.
Unplug these items when they aren’t in use, or plug them into a
power strip that can be turned off.
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Thinking Of Buying A Home Soon?
If you’re planning to buy a home in the next 6 months, you’ll want a copy of my
Free consumer guide, “7 Secrets For Saving Thousands When Financing Your
Next Home.” My report will help you avoid frustrations and costly pitfalls when
buying a home. Simply wrie me to get a free copy: Mark@MDREPros.com

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.MDREpros.com

Word of the Month…
Studies have shown your income
and wealth are directly related to the
size and depth of your vocabulary.
Here is this month’s word, so you
can impress your friends (and maybe
even fatten your wallet!)…
Quell (kwel) verb
Meaning: to suppress or put an end
to

Sample Sentence: The teenager’s
mother quelled her fears about starting her first day of high school.
Common Travel Scams
Keep your eyes open for these
scams when you visit a new destination.
Street magicians work with people
dressed as tourists watching the
magic act. When you move in to
watch as well, the accomplices
pick your pocket.
A cashier very slowly counts through
your change, hoping you’ll just
accept the change without it being fully counted out, but it is not
the full amount you are owed.
Scammers make fake takeout menus
and tuck them under motel
doors. When you call to order,
you never receive the food, but
your credit card information is
stolen.
A street seller offers your wife/
girlfriend a rose, asks you to pay
an outlandish price for it, then
makes you feel guilty if you refuse.
Moving Mountains
When originally calculated, Mt.
Everest was exactly 29,000 feet
high. However, the public was told
the mountain was 29,002 feet high
because 29,000 feet sounded like a
rounded estimate.
Quotes To Live By…
“The person who says it cannot be
done should not interrupt the person
who is doing it.”
–Chinese Proverb
“Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a
fruit; wisdom is not putting it in a fruit
salad.”
–Miles Kington

Help Someone With Depression
Depression isn’t talked about often, but about 7% of adults in the United
States (nearly 16 million people) have shown signs of being depressed in the
past year. If you know someone who shows signs of depression, here are four
tips to help your friend or loved one:
1.
Recognize symptoms. Common signs include lack of interest in
things the person used to enjoy, problems with sleeping, showing feelings of
hopelessness, and withdrawal from daily activities and conversations.
2.
Listen. Do not deny what the person has to say. Instead,
validate their feelings. Keep in mind that speech may be slow and less
coherent, so be patient.
3.
Encourage them to find help. You can provide support and listen
to their concerns, but a trained professional should assist with long-term care.
Offer to help find information for mental health resources or make an
appointment, if necessary.
4.
Enlist help from others. If they are resistant, talk to other important people in their lives (such as family, clergy, or healthcare
professionals) to ensure they get the help they need.
If your loved one may be suicidal, don’t assume the situation will simply pass.
Let them know you take their feelings seriously, and offer to accompany them
to the hospital.
Call their doctor or your own for advice if you need help deciding what to do. If
it’s an emergency, call 911; responders are trained to deal with mental health
crises. You can call the National Suicide Prevention hotline 24 hours a day for
help and information at 800-273-TALK. You can also chat online with
someone at: http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/

Save Thousands When Buying A Home…
Did you know there’s a free consumer report revealing ways to save time and money when buying a home? It’s called “8 Secrets For Saving Thousands When Finding
and Buying Your Next Home,” and it’s great even if you’re not planning to buy
soon. Get your free copy by calling me at…301-418-8640

Why Should You Pay For Search Engine Optimization?
Every business knows that they need to have a website. Some
businesses spend a lot of money to have a website created for them,
and some business owners want to make the site themselves. However, I don’t care how beautiful and accurate your website is… If your
clients can’t find your website, doing a google search or a bing search,
etc… it’s no better than the one page website that has tons of typo’s.
Search Engine Optimization is a way to get your website found,
generate more leads and help your business grow, and you should be
spending a lot less money than you would with advertising and marketing!
Go to google, do a search on your industry, is your website in
the map pack? The 3 businesses that are listed on the map at the top
of the page? Are you on page 1 of the search? If not, then we should
talk.
We can help your business grow, and your website to be found,
all for a lot less than you are spending on advertising! Go to
www.iQJEM.com and fill out the short form! Get Your Business Found!
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Brain Teaser…

You walk into a room with a kerosene
lamp, a candle, and a fireplace. What
do you light first?
(See page 4 for the answer.)

What’s My Home Worth?

If you want to know your home’s
current value, I will gladly conduct a
Maximum Value Home Audit.
Request this “no charge” in-depth
home value analysis by writing me at:
Mark@MDREPros.com

Rain-Ready Proverbs

Remember these time-tested proverbs and you’ll be ready the next time
it’s going to rain.
“Red sky at night, sailor’s delight; Red
sky at morning, sailors take warning.”
“A ring around the sun or moon
means rain or snow coming soon.”

“When clouds appear like rocks and
towers, the Earth’s refreshed by frequent showers.”

Preparing Pets To Move

Moving to a new home is hard
enough, but it can be even more
stressful for pets. Take note of these
tips to make the move for critters easier:
If you’ll be moving overseas and/or
flying to your new home, check
on paperwork requirements early
in the planning prep.
Meet with your vet to fill prescriptions,
update vaccinations, and get a
copy of your pet’s medical records.
Get your pet used to a carrier or riding in a car if these are new experiences. Maintain routines as
much as possible.

Home Improvement Tool Kit
Even if you’re not a skilled handyman, it’s always a good idea to keep a wellrounded tool kit in your home for quick and easy fixes to common problems.
Here are 4 essential tools to have at home:
1.
Hammer – From minor repairs to home décor projects, a light
hammer is essential. $10-$20
2.
Screwdriver set – With a set of 6 to 10 screwdrivers, you can
tighten screws on furniture, install outlets, and pop open paint cans. At
the very least, get both a Phillips head and flat head screwdriver.
$10-$15
3.
Tape measure – Make it easy to measure rooms, windows,
or anything else with a tape measure that extends at least 25 feet.
$5-$10
4.
Utility knife – Keep kitchen knives where they belong and
invest in a utility knife with easy-to-replace blades to tackle any other
slice-and-dice project around the house. $5-$12
Buy these and other simple-to-use tools at home improvement stores like
Home Depot (homedepot.com), Lowe’s (lowes.com) or local hardware outlets.

Learn How To Maximize The Value Of Your Home
Did you know there’s a free consumer report showing what to fix to net the most value
for your home? It’s called “Make Your Home Show Like A Model Without Breaking
The Bank” and it’s an essential guide to homeowner profits. You can get a free copy
by calling me at…301-418-8640 or go to www.PreparingToSell.com

MDREPros Hot List For Oct. 2016
New Market

COMING
SOON!
Beautiful Home
With Water
View. Relax
On The Deck
And Enjoy The
Summer Evenings! 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
and 2 Half
Baths! Vaulted
Ceilings!

Keymar
10+ Acres of Land in Carroll County.
Perked has been approved, and ready
for home to be build. Great for
landscapers, or small business.

Job-Hunting Websites

Looking for a new job? Start here
first.
www.LinkedIn.com – Create a resume and search for opportunities on
this social networking site.
www.GlassDoor.com – Employee
reviews of hundreds of employers.
www.Indeed.com – A search engine
that aggregates job listings from a
number of sources.

Walkersville
Gorgeous Contemporary Home!
4 BD, 2.5 BA - Large Fin. Basement
Fenced In Yard! Quiet Neighborhood!
Call or Text Mark For More Info

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.MDREpros.com

FINANCIAL FOCUS
Guard Against Identity Theft
And Protect Your Finances
Each year, millions of Americans are victimized by identity theft,
according to the U.S. Department of Justice. What can you
do to guard your identity and protect yourself from
potential financial losses?
Here are some ideas to consider:








Thanks For Thinking of Me!
Did you know I can help you or any of your friends or
family save time and money when buying or selling
a home? Don’t forget to check out my free resources for educating yourself on the buying and
selling process. And thanks for keeping me in mind
with your referrals, and spreading the word about my
services.




Brain Teaser Answer:
Light the match first.

Review your statements. Closely review the monthly statements
from your checking and other financial accounts. If you find any
unfamiliar charges, contact your bank or other financial services
provider immediately.
Order your credit reports. The three credit reporting agencies –
TransUnion, Equifax and Experian – are each required by law to
provide you one free credit report a year. Make sure your name,
address and other information are correct on your credit report,
and if you find old or inaccurate information, have it removed.
Place a fraud alert. If you suspect you have become a victim of
identity theft, place a “fraud alert” on your credit reports by
contacting any of the three credit reporting agencies. You can
choose a short-term or long-term alert. And if you’re an active
member of the military, you can request a special, one-year alert.
Feed your shredder. Shred all old bank and investment statements, applications for new credit cards and any other documents
that contain personal information.
Destroy digital data. If you have a variety of financial accounts,
you’re not just creating a paper trail – you’re also establishing a
digital “footprint.” So when you sell or otherwise dispose of a
computer system or hard drive, you may want to take steps to
destroy personal data. You might think that simply deleting it
would be sufficient, but tech-savvy identity thieves can “undelete”
files or recover information from a formatted drive. However,
products are available that allow you to completely wipe out data
on hard drives.
Change passwords. It’s a good idea to change your internet
passwords every so often – especially those passwords that
provide access to financial accounts.
Leave your Social Security card home. Snagging someone’s
Social Security number is a real “catch” for identity thieves, so do
everything you can to thwart them. You can start by leaving your
Social Security card safely at home – after all, there’s probably
never a good reason to bring it out anyway. In fact, be wary of
anyone, or any business, that asks for your Social Security
number, either in person or online. Except for a few obvious
exceptions, such as your tax preparer, most reputable businesses
don’t need to know anything about your Social Security
information.
Watch for “phishers.” If you’ve ever gotten an email, supposedly
from your bank, advising you that your account will be “frozen”
unless you provide personal details about your account, it’s a
good bet that someone is “phishing” for this information – and
they’re using the “freezing” threat as bait. What’s particularly
alarming is that these “phishers” have gotten quite good at
duplicating logos and using official-sounding language.

Build An Emergency Fund



Create a simple budget and sock away about six
months of living expenses.
Be honest about your actual living expenses to avoid
underestimating.
Don’t mindlessly toss extra money into an emergency fund. Overfunding an emergency fund takes
money away from investments that could be
earning a higher financial return.

However, a legitimate bank would never threaten you this way with an
email. So, if you get such a message, contact the bank’s fraud
department. You can go a long way toward protecting yourself against
identity theft by following these suggestions – so put them to work
soon.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by
financial advisor Mat Tiahrt, Hampstead, Maryland, 410-239-0859.
mat.tiahrt@edwardjones.com

Everyone knows they should have an emergency
fund, but how much should you actually save?
Websites like practicalmoneyskills.com and
bankrate.com have online calculators to help
address your specific needs, but generally speaking:
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Are you confused
about your healthcare
options?
Contact my friend
Laura Glochner
at 443-653-5350,
or write her at

laura.glochner@ushaadvisor.com

She’s a licensed agent and

Laura Glochner
Licensed Agent

www.ushagent.com/Laura

Renting Vs. Buying
DID YOU KNOW…

Unlike most real estate agents, I
DON’T spend my time pestering
people with phone calls or
bothersome interruptions to find
good clients. Instead, I dedicate
110% of my time and energies
to providing such outstanding
service, people naturally think of
me when a friend or family
member needs help buying or
selling a home. THANKS for
your referrals!

THANK YOU for reading my
Service For Life!® personal
newsletter. I wanted to produce
a newsletter that has great
content and is fun and valuable
to you. Your constructive
feedback is always welcome.

AND…whether you’re
thinking of buying, selling or
financing real estate, or just
want to stop by and say “Hi,”
I’d love to hear from you…

Maryland Real Estate
Professionals
w/REMAX Realty Plus
301-831-5600 - O
301-418-8640 - C
Mark@MDREPros.com
www.MDREPros.com

Some Highlights:


Historically, the choice between renting or buying a home has been a close
decision.



Looking at the percentage of income needed to rent a median priced home
today (30%) vs. the percentage needed to buy a median priced home (15%),
the choice becomes obvious.



Every market is different. Before you renew your lease again, find out if you
could use your housing costs to own a home of your own!
Provided by: Dan Flavin, Sr. Mortgage Banker, Universal Mortgage, NMLS 112247,
3545 Ellicott Mills Drive, Suite B Ellicott City MD 21043 Dan@1ATMC.com

Real Estate Corner…
Q. What factors affect the value of my home when I sell it?
A. If you’re thinking about putting your home on the market, here are some of
the most important factors affecting its value:
Comparable homes in the area that sold in the past 30-90 days.
If some of the recent sales were short sales or foreclosures, it may affect the
value of your home. Also, the more homes currently available for sale, the
lower the value your home may have.
Your location. Access to highways or public transportation, the quality of
your school district, and too few (or too many) commercial or residential developments can have an effect on a home’s value.

Major home systems. If your water heater, electrical, or heating and airconditioning systems aren’t working properly it can have a significant affect on
the price a buyer pays for your home.
You can find more tips on saving money when buying your next home in my
Free Consumer Report called “8 Secrets For Saving Thousands When Buying Your Next Home.” Call or email me and I’ll send you a copy.
Do you have a real estate question you want answered? Feel free to call
me at 301-418-8640 or write me at Mark@MDREPros.com. Perhaps I’ll feature
it in my next issue!
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