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For the Buck & Doe Trust and Chester Hunt Conservancy in the interest of
understanding and continuing support for community preservation
by Nancy Mohr
Illustrations by Michael Green
The Buck & Doe Trust was established as part of the Brandywine Conservancy’s
King Ranch project to encourage community cooperation and support for the
conservation easement program. The Buck & Doe Board hosts the Spring Fling – a
chuckwagon breakfast in The Laurels – a holiday party for members in December, and
other activities that focus on “community conservation.”
The Cheshire Hunt Conservancy was formed in the early 1980s in response to the
ever-growing appeal of a foxhunting country unconstrained by development and traffic.
As the size of the hunt field increased on occasion to as many as a hundred riders, safety
and respect for traditional hunting etiquette became critical considerations. After the end
of the 2002-2003 season, Mrs. Hannum was reducing the scope of her involvement and it
proved both wise and practical to appoint three Joint Masters to assume the
responsibilities she had carried so superbly for close to six decades.
Nancy Mohr and her husband John contributed an early conservation easement in
1980. Nancy established and ran the Brandywine Conservancy’s Headwaters
Conservation Program, building on the successes of the King Ranch preservation from
1987-1997 – which in turn became the responsibility of John Goodall as he assumed the
role of manager of the Brandywine’s Western Region. In 2001, she assumed executive
leadership of Chester C2020 and is currently president of CC2020, supported by John B.
(Jock) Hannum, Jr., Esq. as Board Chairman.
Artist Michael Green has been a member of the community since the mid-1970s. His
wife Sally is a primary mover in the recent establishment of the Glenrose Conservancy.
Graphic Design: Laura Barton
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Once
upon a
time

– not so very long ago – Unionville was still a determinedly
rural village with two places to buy gas, Prange’s general
store, Jan’s Cleaners and, of course, the Unionville Saddle
Shop. Anyone who commuted into Philadelphia was considered either brave
or foolhardy. If a child attended school in Wilmington and wanted to invite a
friend over, it was assumed that the invitation was for overnight. Unionville,
not so much by mileage but certainly by attitude, was truly the back of
beyond.
Not as beyond as it must have seemed to Plunket Stewart in the early
1920s when he suggested to local farmers that if they wished to sell land, he
would be an interested buyer. Gradually he converted his newly acquired
small farms surrounded by wire fences into larger holdings suitable for
foxhunting. Post and rail or board fences were carefully set back from the
road forming a “verge” or bridle path to allow horses and hounds to move
around more safely. Riders could travel throughout the community without
disturbing landowners. Anyone who has faced the hazards of riding where
fences come right up to the edge of the road can
fully appreciate Stewart’s foresight.
Mr. Stewart’s Cheshire Foxhounds was
registered with the Masters of Foxhounds
Association in 1912. Then, until the mid-1940s,
1
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little changed. Farms were handed down from generation to generation.
Foxhunting was a four-day-a-week pursuit with horses and hounds resting
on Sunday. Anyone who thought about Unionville at all thought horses,
hounds and farming. Excitement was Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday hunting; the rest of the week was early rise and early to bed with
plenty of physical effort in between. World War II and gas rationing
increased the isolation. After the war, in 1948, Upland Country Day School
was founded by a group of foxhunting mothers to avoid driving their
children into Wilmington to the private schools; that inevitably translated
into their arriving late for the hunt meets. Mrs. Stewart lent them a brick
house on Route 842, and the rest of the school story took its place in local
history, more than fifty years strong and still thriving.
Community interest in protecting open space as we know it today had
yet to emerge. However, long-term maintenance and even expansion of the
hunt country dictated that the master of the hunt, Mr. Stewart, and his
stepdaughter, Nancy Penn Smith, call on new landowners to welcome them,
to share the traditions and history of foxhunting. They frequently resold the
farms they purchased to families looking for an equine-oriented, deepcountry environment for raising their children. The deeds included an
easement providing Mr. Stewart’s Cheshire Foxhounds, their staff and
followers with exclusive and perpetual foxhunting rights. Rarely was there
any question of supporting or not supporting the hunt even among the non3
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foxhunting landowners, accounting for the survival of miles and miles of
lovely rolling hills and fields decades before “open space” became a
watchword. A small wave of New York foxhunters arrived in the early
fifties, crowded out by development, especially on Long Island. New
residents over the short term, they grew into today’s multi-generational
families, absorbing the traditions and manners of the sport and then passing
their knowledge on to their children. Today, a fifth generation of Cheshire
foxhunters is following their parents as they follow the hounds.
In 1946, the farthest-away newcomer arrived. Robert Kleberg from
Texas’s King Ranch had been captivated by Mrs. Stewart’s portrayal of the
lush green pastures of Chester County. Certainly cattle could fatten more
quickly and in greater concentration than on the water-scarce Texas range.
Neighbor Lammot duPont was ready to sell his several thousand acre
holdings right in the center of the hunt country. A man ahead of his time,
duPont’s original purchase in the 1920s reflected the vision of a future
reservoir for water-hungry Wilmington. Over the years he developed a fine
demonstration farm for crops and cattle but was ready to move on. The
Stewarts considered Mr. Kleberg an ideal prospect to acquire the DuPont
land.
Kleberg shipped a couple of carloads of cattle east for a summer grazing
on Chester County grass. Mrs. Stewart’s daughters, Nancy (now Mrs. John
4
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B. Hannum) and Averell Penn Smith (later married to Joseph Walker) pulled
the shoes from their hunting horses and, riding English instead of western
style, herded them from pasture to pasture – occasionally generating a
stampede right through the center of the village. With western ranch riding
in their background, Skipper Lofting and Burly Cocks were “on call” and
might be seen aiding the Penn Smith sisters as they moved cattle from the
school athletic fields back into the grassy fields where they belonged. The
hard work paid off; by fall the cattle’s growth was impressive. Kleberg
signed the papers, and duPont’s Buck & Doe Run Valley Farms was reborn
as the Pennsylvania division of the King Ranch. A high level of cooperation
between the ranch and the hunt guaranteed access for horses and hounds for
a long time to come.
Throughout the fifties and sixties, there was little change. As Master
after Plunket Stewart’s death in 1948, Nancy Penn Smith Hannum helped
young families connect with landowners who wanted to sell, constantly
reinvigorating the community. If the newcomers didn’t
bring horses and ponies with them, it was a sure bet that
their barns would fill eventually. An active chapter of the
U.S. Pony Club met on Sundays, trained for annual rallies
and best of all, the young riders were welcome to hunt with
Cheshire as guests. The occasional new families were
quickly drawn into the community.
5
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Buck & Doe Run Valley Farms continued to thrive until the middle
1970s when railroad shipping charges increased dramatically. No more
would the fifth graders from Upland Country Day school arrive at the
railroad siding near Springdell before breakfast on a cool spring morning to
watch the yearlings unload — and then return to the school for a pancake
breakfast before classes. For several years after discontinuing the beef cattle
operation, the ranch experimented with a cow-calf venture that did not
prove profitable. Activity on the ranch diminished until the major product
was an endless string of speculations about the future of its 5,400 acres.
Disneyworld? Another planned town like Columbia? A rumor barely voiced
traveled around the little community like wildfire. This lovely land was
vulnerable, and no one knew quite what to do. Mrs. Hannum and her family
before her had worked to keep the land open until the early 1980’s when
suddenly its peaceful isolation was seriously endangered.
This situation developed before the land conservation effort had fully
come of age. A handful of venturous souls led by John West and Miles
Valentine had donated limited conservation easements on steep slopes,
wetlands or stream corridors (700 acres in all) but no one was giving serious
attention to the developable land (other than developers) – including the IRS
from whom the approvals for charitable deductions had to come. Enter
several local landowners, Mrs. Hannum, the Brandywine Conservancy with
Chairman Frolic Weymouth and Environmental Management Center
7
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Director Bill Sellers – putting their heads together, first thinking fairly small
about preserving the stream corridors along the Buck and Doe Creeks and
the beautiful area known as the Laurels. Then, taking a huge chance – going
to really big – they initiated a $13 million limited partnership to purchase
the entire 5,400 acres. Late night conversations, moments of sheer panic, a
large harvest of skepticism from those who thought it couldn’t be done –
and it happened.
Conservation easements were developed for the property with the
partners reserving 771 acres for a Laurels preserve as a contribution to the
Conservancy. Most of the partners shared an interest in equine activity, not
necessarily as foxhunters but understanding the importance of the
foxhunting traditions to the protection of the lovely countryside and farming
activities. As they fenced paddocks and pastures, they included jumps and
hand gates so that the hunt could move through. More often than not, they
consulted with Mrs. Hannum and her huntsman Joe Cassidy about the
placement and type of fence. They learned that unlocked gates were
friendly, and that the verges recovered grass in the worn spots without
having to be shut off by strings – with the trade-off that riders, too, needed
to contribute by not riding in the same track as another horse, always
closing gates behind them, and replacing broken or dropped rails. Courtesy
and generosity run both ways.
8
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By the early 1990s, the well-kept secret that was Unionville had slipped
out. Local real estate agents were bombarded with hopeful clients who
occasionally were in the right place at the right time. Some of them had
lived in other rural areas that were being eroded by indiscriminant
development. They were searching for a place to enjoy a less pressured
existence, devoid of traffic jams and the sound of bulldozers. Since 1987,
the Brandywine Conservancy’s Headwaters Conservation Program had
worked with individual landowners – helping to create easements ranging
from four acres at the entrance of the historic village to properties as large
as 1,200 acres – greatly expanding the protection for the watersheds and
open space. It proved to be a long term educational process, for one did not
make the decision lightly.
Most people cherish special feelings about their land, and yet the same
land represents economic value that can’t be ignored. However, one by one,
literally dozens of landowners decided that they wanted to determine and
then insure the future of the land they loved. At the same time they were
“doing good,” they received charitable contribution
benefits and participated in sound estate planning that their
own children would eventually appreciate. By 1997,
10,000 acres of conservation easements had been added to
the King Ranch project total of 5,400 – plus another 4,000
acres that were preserved under Chester County’s
9
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agricultural preservation program that purchases farmers’ development
rights. And today both activities continue to increase the total number of
protected acres. As this update of Welcome to Unionville and Cheshire Hunt
Country is written, under all the programs covering five townships loosely
clustered under the “Unionville umbrella,” the total number of preserved
acres is a quite amazing 26,000. It is generally accepted that the Headwaters
area is the largest example of individual landowner conservation initiative
on the entire East Coast – and possibly beyond. Although development
rights are donated to the Conservancy or other land trusts, the responsibility
for care and management naturally remains with the owner. Individual
responsibility for land stewardship is key to the on-going strength of the
conservation easement programs.
A new challenge has emerged in the early years of a new century. New
arrivals may hail from far away, often the suburbs, with little or no
involvement with horses, much less foxhunting. For some, the share-theopen-land culture is a new one. They have been attracted by the beauty of
the area and – with the addition of highways that weren’t even on the
drawing board in the ‘50s – the accessibility. Perhaps unexpected is the
assumption of the unending effort that goes into maintaining the neatly
mowed fields and sturdy post and rail fences with their carefully placed
jumps – and conscious appreciation of good neighbor relations on the part
of the Cheshire Hunt. Newcomers inherit a legacy from those who came
11
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before, working so diligently to preserve the open space and rural character
of this special place. The continuing preservation of that legacy has little or
nothing to do with economic or social status; it has everything to do with
caring.
At the governmental level, beyond the conservation easement programs,
there is support for maintaining open space and farmland. A preferential
assessment under Act 319 lowers taxes on open land while treating the
landowner’s home on the same basis as any other home in an old
neighborhood or new development. Everyone pays their share, but because
of Act 319, the open land that does not require expensive new services does
not become an unsupportable burden for the owner.
There is a two-way street – or bridle path – here. While the foxhunters
look to the new landowners for enthusiastic support for the hunt’s activity,
the newcomers occasionally arrive with other ideas about how they want to
manage their increasingly expensive acquisitions. As a small pamphlet
written by former Ambassador Charles S. Whitehouse, Joint-Master of the
Orange County Hunt for the residents of the similarly protected Virginia
countryside mourns, “Alas, some newcomers are introducing suburban
garden concepts into our countryside. They bring an obsession with clear
cutting, clipping and mowing. They profess concern for wildlife but seem
determined to remove the natural habitat in which birds and animals feed
12
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and live. They find hedgerows and thickets messy and long for the tidiness
of the garden they left behind elsewhere.” Whitehouse passes on advice
from the Virginia Native Plant Society which is equally valid in our country:
“Hedgerows and unmowed edges are wildlife highways as well as their
homes and supermarkets. Natural areas provide vital travel corridors for
birds, insects, toads and others amid the expanses of empty green lawn that
act as barriers to animal movement and native plant dispersal.
“These natural places, spared from the obliterating force of mowers and
weedeaters, can create islands of wild beauty on your land. Plan these ‘letgo’ places with the same care you give your more manicured areas and
you’ll find them as rewarding as your mowed lawn and weeded garden.
Perhaps more so, as an uncut strip of lawn or field can offer a natural
succession of bloom from spring dogwoods to fall asters.”
Residents become aware that almost thirty years after the first
conservation easements were donated, the preservation history and
shrinking supply of available open land has enhanced the value of their
properties. There is so little land on the market in the
immediate area that farms for sale are sold in record time.
As foxhunters need to understand, new neighbors may
require patience and encouragement in making the
transition from suburban caution to the more open
13
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country-living attitudes. Hopefully, newcomers will want to understand and
connect with the unusual, tradition-valuing community. People here tend to
be far happier with living on “farms” rather than “estates.” They enjoy the
spectacle of horses and hounds in full flight. Long-time residents assume
that new neighbors are attracted by the community as it is and are perplexed
by the thought that anyone might arrive without wanting to become a friend
of the hunt.
In return, local equestrians should remember to ask permission of
neighbors before riding across their fields and through the woods, take care
not to ride on planted fields, and close gates behind them. Those who follow
the hunt in cars will be equally considerate, staying on the roads and
adjacent bridle paths. After she no longer rode to the hounds because of a
lifetime of horse-related injuries and before she retired, only Mrs. Hannum
had the special dispensation to take her well-used Wagoneer into the fields
as she watched over her hounds and staff. Now in her 90th year, she is
familiar with every covert, offers an opinion about the weather prospects for
each upcoming day of hunting, and shares memories of decades of
following the hounds. It is hardly surprisingly to know that it has taken three
Joint Masters to replace her – Nina S. Strawbridge, Russell B. Jones and F.
Bruce Miller.
The well-worn hunter barn built by Plunket Stewart has been replaced
15
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by a handsome new structure. The adjacent staff quarters on Route 82 are
restored and the stone newly pointed. The stately white pines along the
kennel driveway, battered and blown by generations of storms, are being
replaced.
In the nearly ten years after the first edition of this little booklet, Chester
County attracted more than 58,000 new residents. Many of them have
settled in the southern half of the county where farms were once
predominant. Unionville’s “black hole” — thousands of acres of land where
a bird’s eye view finds few lights at night — keeps on growing. This
wonderful open space continues to be enhanced by individual easements, a
rising ethic of the erasing of house sites on already eased land and the
dramatic expansion represented by the ChesLen Preserve, a 1200-acre
combination of county parkland and the Lenfest Preserve acreage donated
to Natural Lands Trust by H.F. “Gerry” Lenfest and his wife Marguerite.
Landmark efforts have been initiated by the three townships closest to
the center of Unionville to deal with growth while balanced with respect
and concern for the natural areas and historic uses. Now they are joining
forces to create a sensitive, cohesive plan for the future. Meanwhile, each
township has pursued its own quality of life issues. There are changes, some
more welcome than others, and some completely beyond the most fervent
historical revisionist’s control. Overall, the balance has been remarkably
16
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good, but may well require an occasional dose of respect for what has gone
before and should still be valued.
One of the well-loved aspects of this small town form of life, the
Unionville Post Office, continues to serve as a fine place to greet neighbors
and make new friends. There was a certain sadness about the move from the
old yellow house near the saddle shop to new quarters adjacent to the fire
house (which itself now enjoys more modern quarters at the edge of the
former Town’s End Farm next door). As the postal population grew, demand
for new boxes had escalated, and the yellow house was bursting at the
seams with additional boxes. Today, nearly 1,000 families collect their mail,
more than doubling those held by previous generations of regular box
holders.
Not too long ago, East Marlborough retrieved responsibility from the
state for Doe Run Road (Route 82) for the miles it runs through the
township. Concurrently, the officials oversaw construction of Chester
County’s first roundabout, which has proved a huge success in moving
traffic in a timely fashion; far better than the originally proposed traffic light
— especially at school bus time. When it was first dedicated, drivers from
other parts of the county made it a chosen destination for the experience of
going round and round. The intersection of Route 82 and the Embreeville
Road by Catherine’s Restaurant (in former lives, Prange’s, Sestrich’s and
17
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The Corner Store) is no longer a life-threatening challenge, courtesy of a
welcome four-way stop.
West Marlborough happily embraced the traffic calming aspect of stop
signs. They began to appear in sometimes surprising but remarkably well
chosen places around the township, No longer is it necessary to roll down
the driver’s window turning from Newark Road on to 82 – to listen for oncoming traffic; the 3-way stop is a blessing for all. At “blow horn” corner at
841, the hand-scrawled sign can still be seen on the wall of the stone barn
but stop signs reduced the number of cars landing in the front yard of the
house on the curve.
Newlin residents lobbied hard to preserve the old Embreeville Bridge,
sidetracking plans for a modern steel and concrete transformation. To the
relief of the denizens of gravel roads, the supervisors have been long
committed to protecting the surviving byways, an endangered species in so
many other country townships.
Driving along Doe Run Road past the kennels, the expansive view at the
top of the hill includes a well-established event venue that attracts as many
as 200 riders for one and two-day competitions. The course is so well
planned that every phase can be viewed from almost anywhere on the
course. Toward the top of the hill is the Averill Penn Smith Walker
18
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Memorial Race Course, the new location of spring’s Cheshire Point-to-Point
Races. Slightly more formal than they once were, the races support the
preservation activities of the Cheshire Hunt Conservancy. Here, more than
anywhere else in the region, the horse still reigns supreme.
This way of life has everything to do with the sensitivity to the beauty
of the land, the importance of its natural resources and wildlife, as well as
the history of sport and enjoyment that is closely tied to the land and far
distant from manufactured entertainment. Chester County as a whole – and
especially the southern section of the county where farming is still
extremely important – treasures its history, its fine stone farmhouses,
towering Penn oaks and glorious scenic vistas. There are still lands to be
preserved, to contribute to the wildlife habitats and woodland
concentrations that protect air quality, handle storm water better than any
manmade basin, and represent water recharge for thousands of people in the
watershed. The new standard being set by landowners willing to reduce the
number of potential home sites allowed by their easements is regarded as an
opportunity to continue that legacy of contribution to the enduring quality of
life. As this community has changed remarkably little in the past hundred
years, a hundred years from now other generations will appreciate the
treasures and traditions that were important enough to protect – forever.
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Cheshire Hunt Conservancy Board
William O. LaMotte, Esq., President
John B. Hannum, Jr., Esq., Chairman
Timothy L. Jones, Esq., Secretary
Rodman W. Moorhead, III, Treasurer
Nina Stewart Strawbridge, MFH
Russell B. Jones, Jr., MFH
F. Bruce Miller, MFH
Kathleen McK. Crompton
Sanna Neilson Hendriks
Stephen F. Horstmann
Christopher J. Lyons, MD
Mary Alice D. Malone
D.D. Alexander Matz
William W. Wylie, Jr.
Cheshire Hunt Conservancy
P. O. Box 528
Unionville, PA 19375
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Buck & Doe Trust Board
Therese Corkran, President
Connie Adams
Billie Bailken
John Goodall
Jeb Hannum
Justina Juvonen
Joe Huston
Tim Jones
Amy McKenna
Brendan Miney
Jamie O’Rourke
Maria Pfeffer
Hugh Plumb
Kate Poole
Scott Richard
Nina Seder-Burnaford
Ann Givens Sinclair
Susannah Small
Pam Smyth
Walter Stapleton
Bob Zelnio
Buck & Doe Trust
P. O. Box 804
Unionville, PA 19375
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