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Parvovirus
Cani ne Parvovi rus (Parvo) is very contagi ous am ong dogs
and can be prevented by vaccination.
Caus e: Parvovi rus is highly concentrated i n the feces of
infected anim als. It persists in the envi ronment under a
variety of conditions and is resistant to many common dis infectants. Because the virus is so resilient, it can be carried on obj ects such as shoes, clothing, and other material
that touch infected substanc es. Transmission commonly
occurs when a dog swall ows the virus. The virus can be
inacti vated by rem ovi ng all organic matter, then cleani ng
with a 1:20 dilution of househol d bleach.
Signs: The prim ary signs invol ve the gastrointestinal (GI)
system and include decreased appetite, severe vomiting,
lethargy, profuse di arrhea that may be bloody. Affected
dogs can quickly become severely dehydrated and are
often very weak.
Diagnostic Tests:
-Speci fic tests for parvovirus are done on fecal sam ples.
These tests can be done in the veterinary clinic and are
very reliable.
-A complete bl ood count may show low numbers of certai n
white bl ood cells and platel ets. Anemia may be detected
and can be severe.
-A serum (blood) bi ochemistry panel m ay show low blood
protei n levels and electrolyte imbalanc es from the vomiting
and di arrhea.
-X rays of the abdomen hel p to rule out other causes of
the GI signs.
Treatm ent: If Parvovirus infection is suspected, the dog
should be isolated from other animals due to the highly
contagious nature of the vi rus. Hospitalized anim als are
quarantined i n our closely monitored isolation ward. Treatment invol ved supporti ve care including IV fl uids, antivomiting medications, antibiotics for secondary bacterial
infections, and sometim es blood trans fusions if anemia is
severe. Severely ill dogs may develop sepsis, a widespread bacterial infection. This occurs when bacteria normally confined to the GI tract are rel eased into the bl oodstream as a result of severe dam age caused by the parvovirus.
Follow-up Care: Dogs that recover from parvovirus usually have long lasting protection from reinfection. Regular
vaccination is recommended to mai ntain good imm unity.
Prognosis: Prognosis is guarded (uncertai n) for dogs wit h
prol onged illness. Prognosis is poor for dogs with sepsis.
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