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 May 24, 2020

As We Gather ~ The Spirit of Truth Bears Witness to Jesus

The Spirit of Truth bears witness to Jesus, who is the truth. But the 
world does not receive the truth. It loves its own and hates those 
who are of the truth. Just as Jesus was scorned, so is His Church. 
“The hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering 
service to God” (John 16:2). Yet it is by Jesus’ suffering and death 
that we are saved. Therefore we rejoice to share in His sufferings, 
that we may also share in His resurrection glory (1 Pet. 4:7–14). 
Through the ministry of the Spirit of Truth, we are cleansed from the 
deceit of our idols and given a new heart and a new spirit, the heart 
and Spirit of Christ (Ezek. 36:22–28). He now works in us fervent, 
self-giving love for one another, love which covers a multitude of 
sins, “that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen” (1 Pet. 
4:11). 
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“Replacing a Stone Heart”
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The Immanuel Spirit
Welcome! 

Scripture Lessons for next Sunday: Genesis 11:1–9, Acts 2:1–21 
and John 14:23–31. 

Stewardship: 1 Peter 4:10 – “As each has received a gift, use it to 
serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” God’s 
grace is His undeserved mercy toward us. And what do we have 
that is not a gift flowing from God’s grace? He means for us to use 
all these gifts in service toward our neighbor. And chief among the 
ways we serve one another is to support the Church’s work of bring-
ing more of God’s grace to more of God’s people. And that’s what it 
means to be a steward!

Building Healthy Families While Staying Home: Are you looking 
for ways to fill your child’s extra time at home with positive, Godly 
activities each day? What’s simpler than a piece of paper hanging 
on the fridge? Not much! That’s why a “living” prayer list is super 
easy to do. Engaging the whole family to decide who to pray for 
helps take the focus off our own worries and helps focus on what we 
can do for others. Add a new name, or group of people (like nurses), 
each day at dinner time. In addition to your regular dinner prayer, 
include the newest prayer list addition. Remind your children to pray 
throughout the day and before they go to bed for all the names and 
groups of people on the living prayer list and encourage their grow-
ing prayer life by teaching them the words of 1 John 5:14: “This is 
the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us.”  ~ Lutheran Family Service of 
Iowa: Des Moines (515) 251-4900.  www.LutheranFamilySer-
vice.org

June Newsletter: Prayer requests, Birth/Anniversary/Gradu-
ation announcements need to be submitted as you want it to 
appear in the newsletter by Tuesday, May 26 to the church secre-
tary at immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net. For those of you with-
out email access, please call or submit your written request to the 
church secretary.



12

Life Quote for May 24th: “It was many long years before Elizabeth 
had the joy of seeing, in her own body, that God had not forgotten 
her. ‘He looked on me,’ she said. The proof was the baby growing 
inside her, though she was an old woman by that time. But you and 
I don’t need to wait so long. God has looked on us, too. The proof is 
the baby growing inside of Mary—God’s own dear Son Jesus, Who 
came to be your Savior. In Jesus, you can see that God has remem-
bered you. He has looked on you with love—He has even made you 
His own child. You are not forgotten. You are beloved.” Dr. Kari Vo, 
Lutheran Hour Ministries ~ A “Life Quote” from Lutherans For 
Life www.lutheransforlife.org

Lutheran Hour Ministries for May 31st: Hear “Jesus Doesn’t Bab-
ble” based on John 14 by Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison. Jesus brings 
the Word of peace to those who have grown weary of all the babble. 
~ Listen next Sunday on 600 WMT at 6:30 a.m., 1190 KFJB at 
8:30 a.m., WHO-1040 at 7:30 a.m., & 1410 KGRN at 7:30 a.m. 

Life Thought in the Church Year for May 24th: “Father of the fa-
therless and protector of widows is God,” who “settles the solitary in 
a home” (Psalm 68:5-6). He has not left us orphaned in our sins but 
has taken each of us for His own family. So we need not limit our en-
thusiasm for adoption only to addressing infertility. We can open not 
just our mouths but our hands, hearts, and homes, because children 
need them, and we have in abundance.

Hear the sanctity of life throughout Scripture and all year long!  
LifeMoments from Lutherans for Life listens to each week’s appoint-
ed lectionary readings with life ears and applies God’s Word to life 
hurts. For more information, visit lutheransforlife.org. 

ESSENTIAL EXERCISE FOR THE CHRISTIAN MIND... Issues, 
Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public 
Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  
This week’s teachings include: The Doctrine of Justification, Sci-
entism, Making the Case for Life, Islam, Godliness, and The Pros-
perity Gospel.  You can listen live or on-demand at issuesetc.org 
and on the LPR mobile app.



KFUO Radio, a media ministry extension of LCMS congregations, 
shares Christ for you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship 
services, Bible and theology studies, practical talk programs, and 
sacred music. You can find programs on demand at kfuo.org and 
wherever you get your podcasts! This week on KFUO.org, study 
Romans 11-13 on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), learn 
about Psalm 108 and Mark 13-16 on Thy Strong Work (weekdays 
at 11:00 a.m. CT) and hear God’s promises for you on Moments of 
Assurance with Pastor Mark Hawkinson (weekdays at 12:00 p.m. 
CT and weekends at 7:00 a.m. CT). Find your favorite programs on 
demand at kfuo.org.

 Celebrating Birthdays This Week
Monday...Brian Mintle

Thursday...Julie Roberts

We pray God’s blessings upon you in the coming year.

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
					        Week of May 17th

					     Attendance      40
					     Communion     31
					     General:          $345.00
					     Missions:         N/A
       March & April Missions Total for Orphan Grain Train: $507.00

WEEK AHEAD
Thursday, May 28  	 11am	 Bible Study

Next Sunday			  9am		 Whitsunday  The Day of Pentecost
							       Divine Service w/ Holy Communion
							       Food Pantry Sunday
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