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We have a special guest to address our fashion show
attendees concerning her experiences in Africa.
Leita Kaldi Davis worked for the United Nations and
UNESCO, for Tufts University Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy, and for Harvard University. She worked with
Roma (Gypsies) for fifteen years, became a Peace Corps
Volunteer in Senegal at the age of 55, and then went to
work for the Albert Schweitzer Hospital in Haiti for five
years. She retired to Florida in 2002, and wrote a memoir
of Senegal, Roller Skating in the Desert, and of Haiti, In the
Valley of Atibon. She has written several travel books as
well!
She received the Lillian Carter Peace Award from
President Jimmy Carter

March Guest Speaker
Leita Kaldi Davis
DWC LUNCHEON
March 13th 2018, 11:30 AM
4350 El Conquistador Pkwy
Bradenton, FL
Reservations must be paid in advance to
Joanie LeBaron prior to March 6th.

Our March meeting is the

Mail Checks to

Annual Marge McKenan

834 Wee Burn
Sarasota, FL 34243

and Shirley Snyder

Menu: Chicken Piccata with Wild Rice
and Broccoli or Cheese Ravioli with
Marinara Sauce.

Scholarship Fashion Show
and Silent Auction

Cost is $35.00

Cost of the fashion and lunch is $35.00
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Presidents Message
March: “Comes in like a lion and out like a lamb.”
What a wonderful meeting on February 13th with our guest speaker Kathie Marsh for the Family Heritage
House Museum on the SCF campus. Kathie will be getting back to me about our upcoming visit to the museum on the 22nd of March. I will send more information when I receive it from Kathie.
We’ve been seeing great upsets in deep Republican stronghold all over the country. Thanks to the entire
Manatee DEC workers for the epic phone banking done at the headquarters in both Manatee and Sarasota
Counties. Let’s keep the enthusiasm going during the summer for all of our Democratic candidates. We are
now won 36 out of 36 of the special elections.

Our next big venture is our Scholarship Fund Raiser Fashion Show and Silent Auction on March 13 th at
IMG Country Club. All checks must be sent to Joanie LeBaron by March 6 th. Please bring your friends and
neighbors and make this a big success.
We desperately need more items for the silent auction, so if you have any items that are in excellent shape
please drop them off at my house (1406 90th Ct NW) prior to March 6th. Please check with businesses you
frequent for any gift certificates or merchandise they might donate to our cause. We will also have a work
day on March 6th at my house to wrap baskets and prepare auction cards. I do have thank you cards
notes for businesses to ask for donations.
The Democratic event held at IMG on Saturday, February 17 th was a huge success. There were about 125
people in attendance and many volunteered to help in our cause. I guess it took Trump to finally bring out
all those who chose to stay home for a long time. We will have more people participating in our Voter Registration drives.
Thanking you in advance for all that you do. Patty

Trump Needs Reminder To
Listen To Parkland
Survivors In ‘Listening
Session’
By: Ryan Grenoble, Washington Post

At a “listening session” with victims of gun violence on Wednesday, President Donald
Trump needed a reminder to listen.
We know this because Trump ― or one of his
advisers ― helpfully wrote it down on a cheat
sheet he carried into the meeting.
Cameras captured the list of five pointers while
Trump held it in his hands during the session.

Point No. 5 on the list reads, simply, “I hear you.”
In the president’s defense, it’s not unusual to bring notes to a meeting. But to need a reminder to let gun
violence survivors know you’re listening to them, while at a “listening session” organized for that explicit
purpose is ... well, very on-brand for Trump.

The guest list for Wednesday’s session included students and families affected by last week’s shooting at a
high school in Parkland, Florida, that killed 17 people. It was an emotional affair, as survivors of gun violence recalled lost siblings, frequently struggling to hold back tears.
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There are no Minutes for the February Meeting

Activist groups announce plan to
pre-register high school students in
states represented by pro-NRA
legislators
By: Mitch Perry, Florida Politics

With teenagers directly impacted by last week’s massacre in Parkland calling for politicians to stop accepting
support funds from the NRA, three activist groups announced this week that they will spend $1 million nationally on registering eligible high-school students to vote in
the 2018 midterms, with an emphasis on Florida and California.
NextGen America, Giffords: Courage to Fight Gun Violence, and Everytown for Gun Safety will launch on
March 25th, a day after the March for Our Lives demonstration in Washington, and will include a national
voter registration drive, support fellowship programs for high school students, and provide trainings that will
reinforce their activism.
NextGen America is led by environmentalist and progressive philanthropist Tom Steyer, who will kick in $1
million of his own money to jump start the program.
“If this Congress won’t act to protect our kids, we must elect one that will,” said former Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, co-founder of the gun safety group Giffords. “If the politicians who have benefited
from millions of dollars in NRA cash won’t pass laws to make our schools and communities safer, we will
vote them out. Today, students from Parkland and across the country are inspiring the country to be better.
Come November, many of those young Americans will be making the difference themselves as they cast
their votes for the first time.”
“The passion and courage displayed by young people after the mass shooting in Parkland has compelled
millions of Americans to act,” said John Feinblatt, President of Everytown for Gun Safety. “Teens are
speaking out and demanding more of their elected leaders. Now they’re ready to channel their passion into
the 2018 elections, when voters will throw out lawmakers who are beholden to the gun lobby and its dangerous agenda.”
According to a press release, the effort will focus on districts and states represented by legislators who are
backed by the NRA and have consistently opposed common sense gun reform. It will include a large digital
and mail voter registration program, as well as a pre-registration program for 17 years olds in states such
as Florida and California.
Florida, coined “The Gunshine State,” by critics following the Trayvon Martin Stand Your Ground case in
2012, has long been considered one of the most pro-Second Amendment states in the union, at least when
it comes to its conservative Legislature.
Agriculture Commissioner Adam Putnam, considered a leading candidate for governor, tweeted last summer that he was a “proud sellout” to the NRA, and directed supporters to sign a petition declaring that they
too, could become an NRA sellout. He has now removed any such reference on his campaign website.

If you have not done so yet, please pay your
membership dues of $25.
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Democrats release Schiff memorandum that
challenges GOP memo on FBI monitoring of
Carter Page
By: Meteor Blades, Daily Kos

Democrats released a heavily censored memorandum Saturday
that was crafted by Rep. Adam Schiff in response to one written by
Intelligence Committee Chair Rep. Devin Nunes, which alleged that
federal agents had exceeded their authority in obtaining a special
warrant to spy on former Trump campaign adviser Carter Page as part of the Trump-Russian probe. Trump ordered the release of the Nunes memo two weeks ago even though many in law enforcement and intelligence circles opposed this. At the same time, he stood in the way of releasing the Schiff response memo on the grounds it
contained sensitive classified material:
President Trump blocked the memo’s outright release two weeks ago, with the White House counsel warning that
the document “contains numerous properly classified and especially sensitive passages.” Democrats on the House
Intelligence Committee had since been haggling with the F.B.I. over redactions.
Democrats have insisted that Mr. Trump’s deference to national security concerns in the case was hypocritical
and politically motivated. Just a week before blocking their memo’s release, the president had ignored similar objections from the Justice Department and the F.B.I. to declassify the contents of a rival Republican memo, which
was based on the same underlying documents. Mr. Trump asserted, incorrectly, that the Republican document
vindicated him in the special counsel investigation into Russian election interference.
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Trump would like to see a military
parade on Veterans Day with ‘a lot
of plane flyovers’
BY John Wagner Washington Post

President Trump on Saturday night said he is hopeful that a military parade “with a lot of plane flyovers” can be staged in Washington on Veterans
Day but acknowledged that the expense could be a
concern.

“We’ll see if we can do it at a reasonable cost, and
if we can’t, we won’t do it, but the generals would love to do it, I can tell you, and so would I,” Trump said
during a call in to a Fox News television show. “I think it’s great for our country.”
The parade Trump envisions would cost between $10 million and $30 million, White House budget director
Mick Mulvaney said earlier this month.
Trump has directed the Pentagon to plan a parade for later this year to showcase U.S. military might. The
inspiration was France’s Bastille Day celebration last year, which Trump attended in Paris with French
President Emmanuel Macron, and found very impressive.
“I was at the Bastille Day parade in France with the president of France, very good guy, and it was quite
something, and frankly I think it’s great for spirit,” Trump told host Jeanine Pirro during Saturday night’s
broadcast of “Justice with Judge Jeanine.”
Democrats and even some Republicans have questioned the need for such an event, suggesting it could
have authoritarian overtones depending on how it’s conducted. Many in the military have also questioned
whether a parade would be a waste of money.
Trump insisted Saturday that “the military loves it, they love the idea.”
Asked about a date for a U.S. parade, Trump said he likes the idea of Independence Day “because July
Fourth in Washington, D.C., would be beautiful.” But he said the Veterans Day holiday in November is
more possible.
Trump suggested the military parade would follow the traditional route of inaugural parades.
“It would be up and down Pennsylvania Avenue,” he said, adding that in addition to the display of military
might on the ground, there would also be “a lot of plane flyovers.”
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‘Gun control is too hard’: Internet rains hell
on Rick Santorum for blaming school
shootings on single moms
By: David Badash, Raw Story

Right wing culture warrior and anti-gay Christian extremist
Rick Santorum used his platform as a CNN contributor to
deliver his hot take on America’s gun violence pandemic. On
Sunday’s “State of the Union” Santorum railed against what he sees as a common denominator in mass
shootings: single mothers and the lack of fathers in the home.
“Gun control is a debate we need to have,” Santorum told the panel. “Another debate we need to have is
something that’s also common in these shootings: there fact that these kids come from broken homes without dads. And that is not something that we’re talking about and that is a commonality.”
“We want to talk about things we can work together on, how about working together to try to see what we
can do to try to get more dads involved” in the lives of their children, Santorum concluded.

Last month’s donation to The Daily Bread was 32 pounds of food. Please remember all our charities, The
Daily Bread, Healthy Start, and The Bethesda House. The Daily Bread needs our food contributions,
such as dried beans, oatmeal, canned meats and vegetables, cereal and more. Healthy Start needs baby
supplies for struggling Mothers such as diapers, formula, powder, and clothing to name just a few. The
Bethesda House is in need of toiletries for both men and women. Please be generous to these wonderful
organizations by bringing your donations to our luncheon. Together we can make a difference.

For all of our Members who receive their Newsletter via email here’s a special treat for you.
It’s a song urging Robert Meuller to continue his fight for truth with the Russian
investigation.

CLICK HERE FOR VIDEO
Please make sure your $35.00 check is received by Joanie
LeBaron by March 6th. Joanie’s mailing address is:

834 Wee Burn
Bradenton, FL 34243.
If you think it won’t arrive in time, call Joanie at
941.402.0769 and she is willing to pick it up from you.
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2016-2017

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

941-758-4610

Patty Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-758-4610

Patty Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

Sherry Emigh

941-744-2660

2nd VP (Membership)

sjetofu@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

941-264-5355

Rachel Young

rachelyoung101@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer

941– 402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielabaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Mary Duda 941-708-0713
Legislative Liaison mcmduda@aol.com

7

Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Dates to remember:
March 13th: Scholarship Fund Raiser/Fashion Show
March 10th: Voter Registration Drive 9:00 AM
April 10th: Dr. Greene and the presentation of Scholarships
April 14th: Voter registration Drive 9:00 AM
May 8th: All democratic Candidates running for office in Manatee
County
May 12th Voter registration Drives 9:00 AM
June 12th: Hopefully Zac Anderson discussing the amendments to the
constitution.
June 16th: Voter Registration Drive
July 10th: Breakfast on Manatee Beach @ 9:00 AM
July 14th: Voter Registration Drive 9:00 AM
August : Women’s Equity Luncheon it will be at the Hyatt in Sarasota
this year
August 28th: Primary Elections
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414
(switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS

Darryl Rouson (D-Distr. 19)

850-487-5019

Rouson.Darryl@flsenate.gov

727-822-6828

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES

Bill Nelson (D)
www.BillNelson.senate.gov

202-224-5274
813-225-7040

Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

850-717-5070

newt@newthd70.com
Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 71)

941-708-4968

Jim.Boyd@8myfloridahouse.gov
U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)

202-225-5015

www.Buchanan.house.gov
Tom Rooney (R- Distr. 17)

941-747-9081
202-205-5792

www.Rooney.house.gov

941-575-9101

Joe Gruters (R-Distr. 73)
joegruters@gmail.com

GOVERNOR
Rick Scott (R)
850-488-7146
www.flgov.com/contact-gov-scott/email-the governor

8

941-914-2004

