Valley Adventures Day Camp 2017
This document contains information about the week of camp, how to volunteer, how to register and instructions for submitting a grant for camp fees.

CAMP OVERVIEW
Date:


June 19-23,  2017
Location:  

Camp Sacajawea, 5121 McAndrews, Apple Valley, MN 

Setting:
VADC at Camp Sacajawea is a Dakota County park property.  There are ten campsites on the property.  It is an all day OUTDOOR program rain or shine with NO indoor accommodations.  Bathroom facilities are outdoor latrines.  A half-mile (10 – 15 minute walk) up hill hiking trail leads individuals to the campsites, but a paved camp road is available for individuals requiring an alternative.  We will organize groups of approximately 12 Girl Scout day campers at each campsite with approximately 2 adult volunteer unit leaders and 2 teenage Girl Scout caddies.  Due to space constraints at the campsites we are only able to host approximately 120 total Girl Scout day campers.  Space is limited for tents for sleeping on the overnight on Thursday.  Picnic tables are also limited at each campsite where girls and volunteers prepare and eat meals or work on crafts.
Age of campers:  
All registered Girl Scouts entering 1st through 6th grade September 2017.  Girl Scouts do not need to be members of the Valley Lake Service Unit to attend this program, though Valley Lake members are registered first. Non-Girl Scouts will need to register and pay GSUSA registration fee.
Program:  
At Valley Adventures Day Camp  we will keep the OUT in Scouts.  We will offer adventures in exploring our strengths and abilities with unique and fun activities to reinforce outdoor skills and cultivate an appreciation for our history while promoting the value of longstanding Girl Scout traditions.
Camp Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday - 9:00a.m.- 3:30p.m.
Thursday – 9:00a.m.– Friday 11:00a.m. (overnight optional)

Camp Fee:  

$165

VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION NIGHT
Thursday, January 8, 7:00p.m.

Valley Lake Leaders’ Meeting
Full time adult volunteers may register their daughter(s) and one buddy per daughter.  Full time volunteers will have camp fees waived for ONE daughter.  Volunteering full time is defined as working the full week of camp 8:30am-4:00pm and includes the overnight on Thursday. 

SIBLING CARE:
Sibling care will be available for potty-trained children of volunteers attending the full week of camp.  No charge.  Space is limited.  Lunch provided.  No overnight.

BOYS’ UNIT:
Boys’ unit will be available for boys entering first grade through 6th grade fall 2015.  Space is limited.  Cost is $60 for activity fees and meals.  No overnight.

READY TO REGISTER:
Adults may register their daughter(s) and one buddy per daughter.  To ensure fairness, we will NOT allow adults to register non-related campers other than one buddy.  (I.E.:  a troop leader wanting to register 5 girls.)

To register you must have:

□  
$80 deposit for each camper or full payment of $165 (not associated with a full-time volunteer)

□  
Camper registration form for each daughter and daughter’s buddy


□  
T-shirt sizes for each camper (registration form filled completely)

□  
Name, phone, e-mail info for parents of girls registered as a daughter’s         buddy (registration form filled completely)

□  
Health history form for each person attending VADC (camper, volunteer, boy, sibling)  http://www.girlscoutsrv.org/forms-documents “Health History Form” 
Once volunteers and their daughters (with their daughters’ buddies) have registered we will next hold a registration night for other campers to register.  DETAILS TO BE DETERMINED and communicated once they are known.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES & INFORMATION
All volunteers must be a registered adult Girl Scout and have previously submitted a volunteer application as part of the GSUSA volunteer registration requirements.  All unit leaders should pursue the opportunity to attend any council provided “Outdoor Skills” training to become familiar and comfortable with fire building, outdoor cooking, knot tying and knife safety so as to confidently lead and teach these skills at day camp.
***Camp fee waived for ONE daughter for volunteering all week.***
Unit Leaders (20+) – Adults will be paired up with another adult leader to supervise a group of 12 campers.  Caddies provide wonderful assistance to volunteers in this role.  A unit leader is an ALL WEEK, FULL-TIME position including the overnight.  
Boys’ Unit Leaders (2) –  If you have a son who will need to be in the boys’ unit during the week of camp please consider being one of our boys’ unit leaders.  It is a tremendous service to all of the campers and volunteers who have a brother / son in need of fun, supervised activity for the week while the girls enjoy day camp.  These adult leaders will work together to plan and lead programming and activities for the boys’ unit.  These volunteers will not stay for the overnight (unless they would like to volunteer to help with their daughter’s unit!)  We would like to recruit some Cub Scout / Boy Scout leaders, as well as, 8th – 12th grade age Boy Scouts to work as “boy” caddies.
Sibling Care Volunteers (2) – There will be approximately 12 children potty trained age through 5 years old who will participate in their own day camp experience in the lodge.  Volunteers are needed to assist in the planning of the little tikes programming, as well as, caring for them for the week.  Sibling care begins just before 8:30am and ends as soon as possible for volunteers to pick up their children at the end of the day (slightly longer than the camp day).  Camp provides lunch to this group.
Food Coordinator and Food Assistant (2) – Serving lunch and snacks to 200 people every day at camp is a HUGE task.  Food preparation generally consists of sorting, counting, cutting and limited cooking (meat for tacos, etc.)  Ample notes have been documented over the years and several previous food volunteers are available to provide guidance and support prior to camp.  There is a lot of shopping and sorting that can occur before camp.  Food volunteers oversee every aspect of the food preparation process including ensuring proper supplies, tools, etc. are available for cooking at the 11 campsites.

Floating Volunteers (5 or so) – It is helpful to have extra volunteers on hand in case a unit leader is absent, the food crew gets overwhelmed,  an extra hand is needed in sibling care or to assist with special camp programming.  While you may not know in advance what you will be doing each day, these volunteers are greatly appreciated for their flexibility and willingness to get involved.  It is a role that is essential for keeping camp running smoothly.
Thursday and/or Friday Friend Crew (6-10) – We are looking for FRIENDS on Thursday evening and Friday!   Thursday can be a VERY long day for everyone and having extra hands and eyes for dinner and evening activities gives our full-time volunteers a much needed break.  After our volunteers have spent the entire week and an overnight with the girls staying late to clean up is almost the last straw for the best of us.  We would like to recruit a group of 6-10 fresh, awake and lively volunteers to do clean up on Friday.  This could be as minimal as 2-3 hours.  (Does not have to be a registered Girl Scout to do this role and anyone can come help out

GRANTS

Summer Camp Program Form:   Use the grant titled “summer/resident camp program” form not the grant form titled “events, training and troop dues” http://www.girlscoutsrv.org/forms-documents  
Send Grant & $10 Payment to VADC:   Send the completed grant application with current name, address and contact information to VADC c/o Laura Menk 1034 Kruse St., West St. Paul, MN 55118.

Do Not Send to Address on Form per Instructions:   Do not send it to the council address listed on the form as stated in the instructions.  The council has asked that we (VADC) collect ALL grants for our program and send them together to the council office to be processed.  Not following this process may prevent your grant from being processed.  If it goes to the council they won’t necessarily know what it is for or contact me to inquire  (This has been the case in the past.)

DEADLINE:  Grants should  be submitted to Laura Menk at the time of registration if possible (January / February registration nights.)

$10 Payment Required:  As stated on the form each grant should include an initial payment of $10 with check made payable to Valley Adventures Day Camp.  The council will not process a grant unless this payment has been made.

State Program Name & Date:  Please mark the forms that your camper is attending "VALLEY ADVENTURES DAY CAMP, June 20-24.  Even if you leave this blank I can fill it in before I send it to the council.  (In past years, if I were not the middleman in this process it is very important that the council knows WHAT the grant is for and WHERE to send the payment as our day camp is a volunteer-based program and is not administered through the council in any way.)

Notification of Balance Due:  The council will send a letter to the family letting them know how much of their request that they received.  That balance will need to be paid to VADC.

Full Amount Will Not be Awarded:  The council usually does not fill a request for the FULL AMOUNT of camp (in our case do not expect to receive $165.)  A portion of the camp fees will be provided.

However,  For those families that really do need more grant money to pay for camp the council has a second form that the council will send to the family upon request.  
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