
Variables and their attributes (or categories) are at the heart of examining relationships in the social sciences. Key to formulating such relationships are independent and dependent variables. 

1. Select 2 relationships, each involving both an independent variable (IV) and dependent variable (DV). Be sure to use social science variables.

2. State each of the two relationships in a separate sentence. Each sentence should contain just two variables (an IV and a DV) and should contain words which specify how the two variables are related to each other. The IV should be stated first in the sentence. 

3. Identify which is the IV and which is the DV in each statement.

4. Identify clearly the attributes of each variable. 

* If you’re having a hard time with this assignment, review the examples in the text. Don’t use examples from the book or from me. Be sure to use social scientific variables. 

A few examples of incorrect and correct relationships:

Incorrect: “Men like Fords better than Volvos.”

· This is incorrect because there is only one variable—type of car liked. 

· Men in this sentence is a constant, not a variable. 

Correct: “Men like cars more than women do”

· The IV is sex (attributes: male, female)

· The DV is liking cars (attributes: like much, like some, like little,. Etc.)

Incorrect: “High school graduate and college graduate hold jobs.”

· This is incorrect because it really specifies a constant (holding jobs) that is associated with both attributes of the variable amount of education

Correct: “College graduates hold higher paying jobs than do high school graduates.”

· The IV is amount of education (attributes: high school graduate, college graduate) 

· The DV is amount of income (attributes: less than $5,000, 5,000-10,000, etc.)

Incorrect: “Intelligence is related to grades.”

· This statement does have 2 variables but is incorrect because the nature of the relationship is not specified. 

Correct: “The higher people’s intelligence, the higher will be their grades.”

· The IV is amount of intelligence (attributes: less than 70, 71-90, etc.)

· The DV is grades (attributes: A, B, etc.)


Name:___________________________




Class:________________________

First relationship

1. The relationship:

2. The independent variable:

3. The attributes of the independent variable:

4. The dependent variable:

5.  The attributes of the dependent variable:

Second relationship

1. The relationship:

2. The independent variable:

3. The attributes of the independent variable:

4. The dependent variable:

6.  The attributes of the dependent variable:
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