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N E W S L E T T E R  

 
EDITOR: Peter Vaphiades PDD 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS    Ambrose Yelovich, Pam 
Snyder, Bob Hahn,  , Bill Jameson, Greg Czarnecki, 
Dawn McIntyre, Judy Schall. 

 
The Punta Gorda Elks Lodge #2606  

newsletter, The Elks Tale,  is published 
 Bi-monthly. 

P U N T A  G O R D A  E L K S  # 2 6 0 6  

25538 Shore Drive    P.O. Box 511598 
Punta Gorda, FL  33951—1598 

www.puntagordaelks.org 
Lodge Secretary:              Pete Vaphiades PDD 
                                             941 637-2606 x 104 
Membership                        941 637-2606 x 103 
      Hours M-Th 9:00 to 2:00,  Fr  9:00 to Noon                                                 
Fax                                              941 637-4769                                   
E-mail:                             pgelks2606@gmail.com 

P A S T  E X A L T E D  R U L E R S  

1980-81    Don Roll PDDGER (D) 
1981-82    Wayne Arnold (D) 
1982-83   Gordon Keller (D) 
1983-84   Tony Maresca (D) 
1984-85   Sam Cavaliar (D) 
1985-86    Jim Christman (D) 
1986-87  Jay Stewart 
1987-88  Barry Carmichael 
1988-89  George Lamb (D) 
1989-90  Art Doran (D) 
1990-91  Charlie Hauka (D) 
1991-92  Ron Sorrentino PDDGER (D) 
1992-93    Darrell Hughes 
1993-94  Phillip Sansosti 

1994-95   Gordon Schmidt (D) 
1995-96     David Koch (D) 
1996-97   Gerald Philbrick 
1997-98   Fred Campau (D) 
1998-99   Vic Bellows (D) 
1999-00   Martin Jordan 
2000-01   Tom Gorman 
2001-02   Robert Townsend (D) 
2002-03   George McCloughan (D) 
2003-04     Carl Rehling 
2004-05     Tyrone MacKenzie PDDGER 
2005-06     Tom Gorman 
2006-07     Bob Hahn 
2007-08     Charles Warren 
2008-09     William Jameson 
2009-10     Patricia Schmidt 

2010-11     George Kretschman (D) 
2011-12     John Lennon 
2012-13     Ann Jameson (D) 
2013-14     Greg Czarnecki 
2014-15     Joe Campbell 
2015-16     Julie Avers 
2016-17     Bill Dryburgh 
2017-18     Judy Nuetzel 
2018-19     Walter LaCombe 
2019-20   Tim Pohto 
2020-21    Fred Nuetzel 
  

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE: Walter LaCombe PER 
Camp                                         Janice MacKenzie 
Drug Awareness                                 (open) 
Hoop-Shoot                                         Julie Frainier         
Kids Fishing Tournament              Brenda Hughes 
Sallie Jones Picnic                             Julie Frainier 
Scholarships                            Anthony (Bud) Bell 
Soccer Shoot                                      Julie Frainier 
Blood Drive         Ambrose Yelovich PER                           
 
FRATERNAL COMMITTEE: Daleen Hendrickson  PER 
Accident Prevention                       Charles Troike 
Americanism                     Ty MacKenzie PDDGER 
Elks Nat’l Foundation                     Bob Hahn PER  
Flag Day                                             Exalted Ruler 
ELKS Memorial Day                             Vickie Hahn 
Nat’l Veterans Service              Anthony (Bud) Bell 
Veterans Parade                           Charles Moores          
All Games                                               Sue Bower   
PUBLIC RELATIONS: 
State                                                            (OPEN)  
National                              Ambrose Yelovich PER 

LODGE OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
Exalted Ruler                           Walter Lacombe PER    
Leading Knight                                 Tom Shoecraft           
Loyal Knight                    Daleen Hendrickson PER      
Lecturing Knight                    Diana Beamenderfer                              
Secretary                                 Pete Vaphiades PDD  
Treasurer                                                   Vic Turner  
Tiler                                                          Bill Gurnick 
Esquire                                          Eric Rolston PER     
Chaplain                               Ambrose Yelovich PER 
Inner Guard                              Helen Marcinkowski 
Organist                                                            Open 
Presiding Justice                           Hal Wotitzky Esq 
Sub Forum Mediator                     Bill Jameson PER 
 
TRUSTEES 
*1 year                                            Charles Moores 
*2 Year                                              Charles Troike               
*3 Year                                            Donald Krueger    
*4 Year                                                Gary Frainier 
*5 Year                                               Dan Schilling 
   
Lodge Adviser                         Bill Dryburgh DDGER 

AUDITING & ACCOUNTING COMMITTEE 
Auditor                                         Robert Hahn PER 
Auditor                    Tyrone MacKenzie PDDGER     
 
STATE MAJOR PROJECTS:  
Bill Jameson PER 
* Harry Anna-Trust Fund  
* Florida Elks Youth Camp 
* Florida Elks Children’s Therapy 
 
PUNTA GORDA ELKS, INC. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President                                            Don Krueger 

Vice President/Maintenance         Tom Shoecraft                

Secretary /Cabins                Diana Beamenderfer                             

Treasurer                                          Gary Frainier        

Bar                                                Denis Bachand                 

Mon. Chicken/Kitchen                       Bill Chesen                      

Dining Room                              Marcia Bachand 

                                                          Donald Boyd 

MEETINGS   
Lodge: 1st & 3rd Tuesday Monthly 7:00pm,  Lodge Board of Directors: 1st & 3rd Tuesday Monthly 6:00pm  
(Except 1st Tuesday in July and 3rd Tuesday in August) 
Corporation Board of Directors:  3rd Saturday 9:00am;  PER Association:  1st Thursday Monthly 5:00pm  
Elkettes:  4th Tuesday Monthly 7:00pm 

The Tale 
P U N T A  G O R D A  E L K S ,  I N C .  

Corporate Office Manager           Dawn McIntyre 
   941 637-2606 x 102 
Cabin Rental  941 637-2606 x 101 
E-mail:                                 pgelkscabins@comcast.net 

P U N T A  G O R D A  E L K E T T E S  # 2 6 0 6  

Thrift Shop                                    941 637-2606 x 110 
E-mail:                                elkettes2606@comcast.net 
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                                          Secretary’s 

                     Corner 

 
Here we are in the middle of a new lodge year.  The Membership is doing well even with the Covid.  We ended the year with 4,593 members, a loss of just 
under 400.  Our present membership is over 4,900.  We are still the number 2 lodge in the nation. 

We just ended the $1 July special.  That is a $1 application fee instead of $100.  We picked up around 250 new members. 

Peter Vaphiades PDD Secretary 

3XQWD�*RUGD�(ONV�/RGJH�:DOO�RI�+RQRU���7KH�3XQWD�*RUGD�(ONV�KDV�D�:DOO�RI�+RQRU�WKDW�
SRUWUD\V�DFWLYH-GXW\�VHUYLFH�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�RI�ORGJH�PHPEHUV���,I�\RX�KDYH�D�IDPLO\�PHPEHU�
�L�H���VRQ��GDXJKWHU��JUDQGVRQ��JUDQGGDXJKWHU��VRQ-LQ-ODZ��GDXJKWHU-LQ-ODZ��VHUYLQJ�LQ�WKH�PLOLWDU\�
DQG�ZRXOG�OLNH�WKHP�UHFRJQL]HG�RQ�RXU�:DOO�RI�+RQRU��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�%RE�+DKQ��3(5�IRU�PRUH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ� 

UPCOM ING EVENTS 
Save the Date 
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Elkdom 

Helping 

Our Children 

And Veterans 

Elkettes President 

Judy Schall 

GROWING A GARDEN OF FRIENDSHIP 

 

 

 

 

6XPPHU�LV�XSRQ�XV��HQMR\��VWD\�VDIH�DQG�FRRO��$QG�IRU�DOO�RXU�IULHQGV�ZKR�KDYH�JRQH�
QRUWK��VHH�\RX�LQ�WKH�)DOO� 

([FLWLQJ�WKLQJV�DUH�KDSSHQLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�(ONV�DQG�(ONHWWHV��&RQJUDWXODWLRQV�WR�WKH�(ONV��VW�
/DG\�SUHVLGHQW��6X]L�6HPRQHOOL� 

7KH�(ONV�)ODJ�'D\�HYHQW�ZDV�KHOG�RQ�-XQH���WK��DW�RXU�9LHWQDP�:DOO��ZKDW�D�ZRQGHUIXO�
VHUYLFH�LW�ZDV��7KDQNV�WR�DOO�ZKR�DWWHQGHG� 

$�IHZ�UHPLQGHUV�DERXW�HYHQWV�FRPLQJ�XS�LQ�WKH�)DOO��,Q�6HSWHPEHU���-���LV�WKH�)/2(�
&RQIHUHQFH�LQ�6W��$XJXVWLQH��3OHDVH�SODQ�WR�DWWHQG�DQG�HQMR\�WKH�DUHD��ZKLOH�PHHWLQJ�ROG�
DQG�PDNLQJ�QHZ�IULHQGV��$OVR��6HSWHPEHU���WK��ZLOO�EH�(ONHWWHV�%LQJR��ZDWFK�IRU�XSGDWHV� 

7KHUH�ZLOO�QRW�EH�D�PHHWLQJ�LQ�-XO\� 

(QMR\�<RXU�6XPPHU�� 

-XG\�6FKDOO��3UVLGHQW 

FLOE Meeting at Fort Myers Elks on August 19th.   Six ladies from Punta Gorda attended 
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31st ANNUAL PER ASSOCIATION

OctoberFest

October 12, 2021
One Seating 4:30-7:00 PM

Donation $12.00
Profit used for Elk Charities

Two (2) Free Beers with Meal

Entertainment by TBD

Tickets Available in Lounge/Lodge Office
And Cabin Office

Menu:
Bratwurst
Pork w/Gravy
Sauerkraut
German Potato Salad
Marble Rye Bread
Chocolate Cake 
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ELKS CHARITIES & FUND RAISERS 

We have the most generous and giving members. And an amazing group of volunteers working hard 

heading up and running the many fundraisers and games to support our charities. 

 

WEEKLY 

Show Me The Money every Wednesday 

Bingo every Thursday 

Queen of Hearts every Saturday 

50/50 every Saturday 

 

SPECIAL RAFFLES 

We have gift baskets to raffle coming up for the Labor Day Picnic  

We will be selling chances for our Lottery Board. The winning ticket will be drawn at our Veteran‘s Day 

Picnic. 

 

CONTINUAL 

Name tags – Get your Lodge 2606 name tag.  

 

LODGE FUND RAISERS 

Tiki Totem – Purchase a hometown sign (or whatever you want on it) for our totems by the Tiki. 

Memorial Brick – Purchase a brick to recognize those who have served our country . 

 

 

In July we raised ______$4,338___________________ 

Y-T-D_______$23,403____________________ 

 

Thank you one and all 

Susan Bower  
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From the Corporation: 

Greetings to all,  

Seeing that our President, Don Krueger is on an extended vacation, I’ll do my best to fill his shoes. First of all, I 

can’t believe that five months of our term has passed. I am extremely proud of your Corporate Board of Direc-

tors. They have the lodge and its members first at heart. As a team we are proving we can accomplish anything 

we attempt. 

My responsibility is Maintenance and I won’t bore you with the completed tasks, but for those interested, I will 

post a list on the Corporate Board in the hallway displays in early September. 

I would like to say that most of the projects could not have happened without the assistance of several volun-

teers and to them, I say “Thank you – You all are what makes our Lodge special!” 

Speaking of volunteers, we are presently in need of help in our Kitchen and Dining Room.  Hopefully we can add 

several names to our list of special people. 

Respectfully, 

Tom W. Shoecraft, Sr., Leading Knight & Corporate Vice-President 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
From the Kitchen – 

First of all, I would like to introduce myself. My name is Frank Perrotta, originally from New York. I am the Head 

Chef and Kitchen Manager of this great club. Many good things have occurred over the past few months. I creat-

ed an extensive new menu incorporating appetizers, salads, sandwiches (hot and cold) and full entrees. I have 

brought onboard a former working partner and chef, Edward Mecurio. All of our food is prepared using quality 

products. Together we have established a restaurant, rather than a bar food atmosphere. We have been seeing 

increasing business and have been receiving great and positive reviews on our food, pricing and presentation. 

On the downside myself and the Board of Directors have been forced to slightly increase our pricing due to 

product and food cost increases from our suppliers as I’m sure you all have seen. 

Members and guests, please come in to check out our menu and enjoy a great meal. 

Thank you for your continued support. Please be safe. 

Your Kitchen staff – 

Frank, Ed, Jennifer, and Bob 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

From the Dining Room Staff: 

We hope that everyone has enjoyed their summer and has stayed healthy. There have been a lot of changes here 

in our dining room the past few months. We now have a new daily menu thanks to our chef Frank Perrotta and 

it is amazing. We have also recently remodeled the dining room and invite you all to come in and check out Bis-

tro 2606 at the Eagle’s Nest.  

We are excited to welcome everyone back this upcoming season and hope to meet some of our new members. 



 8 

 

Thank you to all of our members for your continued support and to the many volunteers who helped 

out with the remodel. 

We ask that you please be patient and courteous with our staff due to the staff shortage we are still 

experiencing. We are doing our best to serve each guest in a timely matter. 

Your Dining Room Staff- 

Michelle, Penny, Judy, Stephanie, and Louann 

~~~~~ 

So much has happened since April 1st. Thanks to our awesome volunteers we were able to deep 

clean our kitchen and dining rooms.  We hired our fantastic chef, Frank Perrotta. We redesigned our 

dining room, thanks to 12 volunteers who knocked it out of the ballpark in 3 ½ days (a total of 

620+ Elk’s hours). Please stop in to enjoy our many specials. Once again, thank you to each of our 

volunteers. 

Marcia Bachand, Dining Room Director 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

From the Cabin Staff- 

We are excited to announce that we have finally finished remodeling the last 2 cabins. No more car-

pet! Rentals are picking up again following the pandemic. It is great to see so many Elks from across 

the country coming in and having a wonderful time at our friendly lodge on the beautiful Peace River.  

The staff here would like to send a huge thank you to each and every volunteer that helped us out 

with the remodels, especially Linda Hafner, who took charge and coordinated the workers and their 

duties. Linda, you are amazing. 

We look forward to meeting our future guests. 

Your Cabin Staff- 

Michelle and Annette 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

From the Bar – 

Most of you have already noticed that we have a few new faces as well as familiar faces. We are still 

in the process of hiring new staff members to ensure your visit is enjoyable. We are also looking for 

volunteers to serve as barbacks and food runners. Please contact me or Annie McNally should you 

wish to donate a few hours a month. 

We welcome all of you and appreciate your continued support. 

Denis Bachand, Bar Director 

And all of our bar staff, Annie, Jeannie, Noelle, Jennifer, Chelsea, Trish, Kevin, Hanah, and Michael 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Building Fund Update 
In 2018, our lodge kicked off a building fund campaign. Our intent was to expand 
the main lodge building and make some enhancements to the outside Tiki area. 

We obtained design plans, discussed those plans with Charlotte County zoning 
officials, and received some very preliminary numbers on projected costs. 

To date, member donations into the fund total $57,000. All contributions remain 
untouched on our Balance Sheet. 

Our original plan for funding the project was to supplement these member 
donations with a commercial loan. 

As we got deeper into the planning phase, several significant obstacles were 
identified. For instance, the suitability of our existing roof structure came into 
question. The cost to replace the roof would potentially cause the entire project 
cost to exceed 50% of the property’s appraised value requiring us to bring the 
entire building up to existing codes. Obviously, that would add even more cost to 
the project.  

Our fiscal 2020 financial position was severely impacted by the COVID 19 
pandemic. Membership declined by 7%, and our Revenue for the Bar, Dining, and 
Cabin operations was down 48%. 

Given these financial challenges, securing a commercial loan to move forward 
with this project would be challenging and even if obtained could present a 
financial exposure for our lodge. 

The current thinking is that we should forego any bank financing now. We believe 
the existing donations received could be used to expand and enhance our Tiki 
area. Any changes would be approved by the Corporate Board. 

We will continue to provide our membership with updates moving forward. 
Thank you for your contributions to this important project. 

 

Walter LaCombe                                                                      Vic Turner 

Exalted Ruler                                                                             Treasurer 
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Serving 
4:30pm – 7:30pm

Limited Quantity 
300 Available Dinners

Chicken 
Night 

Dine-In or Carry Out

Live Entertainment:

Karaoke with
Billy G. 6-9pm

For Carry-Out:
You MUST Come in to place 

your order.
NO PHONE CALLS Please

Music with 
Michael Hirst 3-6pm
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