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CONFEDERATION:
AN AMBITIOUS
SCHEME!
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by Wes Turner
Confederation presented the
incredibly ambitious scheme of a
new nation in the northern half
of North America.
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In June 1864, in the Legislative
Assembly of the Province of
Canada, George Brown stated
that he was prepared to cooperate
with any government willing
to solve Canada’s constitutional
difficulties. Here was the leader
of the Clear Grits, a radical
reform party that dominated
Canada West, willing to join
with conservative politicians
whom for years he had opposed.
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After negotiations with John
A. Macdonald (leader of the
government in Canada West)
and Alexander Galt (head of the
finance department) he agreed
to enter into a coalition. This
Great Coalition, by the Spring of
1867, achieved the Confederation
of Ontario, Quebec, New
Brunswick, and Nova Scotia.
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To explain these extraordinary
events, we would have to go
back many years but let’s start
with 1841 when the Province
of Canada was created. Canada
East, French-speaking, Roman
Catholic in religion, devoted
to customs and laws inherited
from its past was united with
Canada West, English-speaking,
predominantly Protestant, with
customs and laws based on
British ways plus some American
influence. Although Canada
East had the larger population,

es

y of
org

EDITOR: PATTI KNIPE

continued on page 2

EDITOR’S NOTE
by Patti Knipe
How much do you remember
from your history classes in
school? In this first edition of
the Newark Gazette celebrating
Canada’s
150th
year
of
Confederation, we look at life
and events in Canada and
Niagara-on-the-Lake in the
mid-1800s.
To refresh memories, or provide
a history lesson, we start with
the re-creation of the historic

Proclamation from Queen Victoria
(above), which united certain
provinces to become the Dominion
of Canada. We look at the formation
of a daring new government
system called Confederation. In
addition, we explore the evolution
of entertainment, sports and
food. Tantalize your senses by
reading the fictional letter by a
courageous woman, delightfully
describing the sights, sounds and
smells experienced on her travels
to Niagara-on-the-Lake in the mid1800s.

Not to forget the current day,
have a look on page 8 for the
many
upcoming
activities
celebrating Canada’s 150th year
of Confederation: an exciting
line-up of musical and original
theatrical performances, Canada
Day festivities, the Tall Ships
Event, and many more.
The
Gazette Committee hopes you
enjoy reading the articles and
looking at the fashions and ads of
that era.
Sir John A. Macdonald,
Canada’s First Prime Minister
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Concerts, scenes from Sheridan
plays, tenor solos: culture on the Local talent shone too. In 1874,
frontier. By 1867, the town had the Niagara Dramatic Club
residents willing to pay for their presented a double bill of drama:
entertainment, and trains and Mark Lemon’s “Self-Accusation
boats to bring troupes to a stage, in a Brotherly Love” and Edward
Fitzball’s “Flying Dutchman of
the Town Hall.
the Phantom Ship.” The evening
Some concerts, then as now, were
included Professor G. Kendall
fundraisers. A Concert of Sacred
as Hercules doing great feats
Music in 1858 included bass solos
of strength with Indian Clubs.
from the Messiah. Proceeds to
Admission? Only 25 cents.
go to St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church. In 1845, the Temperance Artists also came to paint
Society invited the Tuscarora Niagara’s dramatic scenery.
Village Choir to liven up the By 1867, artists could bring
addresses given to a sober audience their oils in tubes which
allowed them to paint on site.
in their Temperance Hall.

Photography
was becoming
by sports and games
SPORTS:
A BAROMETER
OF and after
popular, especially for family sunset with fireworks.
NATIONAL VITALITY!
groups. The finished works
Today, it is the Shaw Festival
by a Sports
could then be displayed
(and Enthusiast
Theatre,
Riverbrink
and
hopefullyculture
sold) atand
thetraditions
Provincialwere influenced by both European
Canada’s
Pumphouse Art Galleries,
Exhibition. and indigenous peoples. As the wilderness was
immigrants
Music Niagara and, of course,
gradually ‘tamed’ and communities flourished, the pastimes of
Finally, celebrations always Canada Day in Simcoe Park,
leisure, organized sports and social activities became an integral
draw crowds. On that first the Wine Festival and even
part of life in the young nation; in fact, the Victorian era saw a
Dominion Day, crowds in Virgil more. Always something to
great upsurge in such activities. Fun was no longer just for the
celebrated the birth of our entertain. So amusez-vous
idle rich!
nation with a parade, followed bien!
Although hunting and fishing were initially prerequisites for
survival in the wilds of Canada, the ‘lore of gun and rod’ became a
popular, enduring pastime.
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British garrison officers and elite British immigrants imported
games of rugby, curling, cricket, cycling, croquet, boxing, billiards,
field hockey, gambling, tennis and lawn bowling; cavalry men
introduced horse racing and polo; sailors brought yachting and
rowing competitions. Thanks to the local British garrison, cricket
was enjoyed by many local enthusiasts. Niagara boasted several
champion players during this time, however, cricket was never able
to gain national popularity.
The establishment of colleges in Canada introduced intercollegiate
competitions in baseball, football, track and field, soccer, swimming,
wrestling, lacrosse and fencing. Nevertheless, they were still
generally restricted to the educated and prosperous few.
With the rise of the middle class and a little more leisure time
available, even for the ‘working class’, sport became a great
leveler and many of these team and individual sports came to be
adopted and enjoyed by more Canadians, both as participants and
spectators.

The Scots introduced the ‘ancient game’ of golf but it was not until
the 1870s that the first golf links were laid out on the Mississauga
Source: Library and Archives Canada © Library and Archives Canada nlc-11170
and Fort George commons: the ladies played the nine-hole course
while the men chipped away on the more difficult 18-hole course
Canada became increasingly ungovernable as politicians found it Courtesy:
The Niagara Historical Museum & Society
difficult to get a majority in each Section. Great resentment resulted with all its hazards.
when laws were imposed on one Section by the votes of the other
Section. By the 1860s, governments became even more unstable with
ADVERTISEMENTS OF THE DAY
frequent elections and changes of ministries. That is why Brown
made his offer and why Macdonald, Galt and Cartier immediately
accepted.
Different proposals were offered for Canada’s problems but the most
compelling was a federation between Canada and the Maritime
colonies with the possibility of bringing in the territory north and
west of Lake Superior (the Northwest) and even extending Canada’s
reach to British Columbia.
In September, 1864, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince
Edward Island planned to meet in Charlottetown to discuss union.
The Canadian coalition invited itself and upon arrival, took over the
conference. After a few days, all agreed to meet in Quebec City to
discuss a wider federation. There, between October 10th and 27th,
the delegates decided to work for a federal union under the British
monarchy and seek to add the Northwest and even British Columbia.
Were the representatives of Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova
Scotia simply reckless or was it calculated boldness? After all,
Courtesy: The Niagara Historical Museum & Society
the population of those three colonies numbered only about three
million. They had no army or navy, not a lot of money and no
HIGHLIGHTS
FROM
transportation
system
across the continent. With no existing model
THE
DECADES
of
a monarchical
or parliamentary federation, it meant they would be
starting something entirely new and unproven. Yet they took on the
CANADAof demonstrating to the world, particularly to the United
challenge
States, that a new Canada would soon exist!
It took two years and some political maneuvering to get the Quebec
Resolutions approved by the Canadian and Maritime legislatures.
Then the project was presented to the British Parliament which, in
March 1867, passed the British North America Act. It took effect
July 1st, the first Canada Day!
Provinces/territories that joined the Dominion
of Canada after Confederation:

Manitoba & Northwest Territories: 1870 British Columbia: 1871
Prince Edward Island: 1873
Yukon: 1898
NIAGARA-ONSaskatchewan (NOTL)
and Alberta: 1905
Newfoundland & Labrador: 1949
THE-LAKE
Nunavut: 1999
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Courtesy: The Niagara Historical Society & Museum

By the mid 19th century, the modern game of lawn tennis had
become increasingly popular in Europe and North America. In
1895, the first international lawn tennis tournament in North
America was held in Niagara-on-the-Lake on the grounds of the
Queen’s Royal Hotel where it attracted huge crowds of spectators
and players from North America and Europe. These international
tournaments continued here until 1923 when they were moved to
Niagara Falls.

Co

On July 1, 1867, lacrosse was officially proclaimed Canada’s
national sport. Indigenous peoples had been playing fierce games
of lacrosse amongst themselves pre-contact for hundreds of years.
The game quickly aroused the curiosity of the Europeans; soon
organized, hard-fought competitions among indigenous and nonindigenous teams became very popular throughout North America
and even England. Today, lacrosse is recognized as Canada’s
national summer sport, with ice hockey the national winter sport.
Indigenous peoples excelled at long-jump, foot-racing, tobogganing,
snow-shoeing and canoe racing; many of these have become part of
Canada’s sporting culture.
In sport, different levels of passion, ability, and skill provide
opportunities for advancement, all of which have contributed to
the betterment of Canadian society.
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9. Ten Provinces, 3 Territories
8. Monarch of the U.K.
7. April 17, 1982
Less than 4 = Maybe next time!
4 – 5 correct = Time to hit the history
books!
6 – 7 correct = You’re a history enthusiast!
8 – 10 correct = You’re a Confederation
expert!

1. The British North America Act

Rating Scale:

Answers:

Courtesy: The Niagara Historical Museum & Society

3. John A. Macdonald
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Courtesy: DarvillsRarePrints.com

10. December 1921
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myself while away, so I strolled
endearing overnight stay in
July 1, 2017 is the day that Canadians
from across
along Queen
StreetCanada
exploring
Niagara. I had been planning
celebrate 150 years of the confederation
of our nation.
do
the various
shops. What
Rebuilt
this excursion for several
you know about the historysince
of thethe
union
of
Canada?
burning, the stores
weeks, was apprehensive and
areyour
quite
modern; particularly
Take the quiz and test
knowledge.
yet excited at the prospect of a
after the fire, I suppose, many
woman travelling alone across 1. Under which Act did the Maritime colonies and the Province of
are constructed of brick. The
Lake Ontario.
Canada unite to become the Dominion of Canada?
tall, arched windows are quite
● The Canada Act
About noon yesterday, as
striking, especially those of
● The Treaty of Ghent
we entered the mouth of the
the Apothecary where various
● The British North America Act
Niagara River, black smoke
potions, perfumes and balms are
● The Quebec Act
and swarms of screeching gulls
displayed in gleaming, multiNational
Historic
trailing behind, a welcoming 2. Canada has numerous designated
colored
bottles.
The Sites.
Town How
Hall
many
are
located
in
the
Niagara
Region?
cannon blast from Fort Niagara
and Court House dominate the
● Twenty-five
before me. The snick streetscape, a magnificent stone
convulsed the air; the “City of Hotel rose
● Fifteen
balls and smack of building more like what one
Toronto” replied with an odd, of bowling
Twenty-six
tennis ●racquets
echoed from the might expect to find in Toronto.
melodious chime whistle.
● Ten
grounds.
Further up the street,
As I had been told, when a noon hour bell chimed from With four bakeries in town,
3. Who was the first Prime Minister of Canada?
a large steamer arrives in the Church of England tower. enticing aromas permeated the
● John Graves Simcoe
Niagara, the dock swarmed Thoroughly charmed, I passed air. The two watchmakers did
● John A. Macdonald
with people cheering our by fenced yards full of children not have what I felt I wanted
● George Brown
arrival.
I disembarked into happily playing; one where a so I passed them by as I did the
● Alexander Galt
the melee below, where my little girl was selling flowers dressmaker’s store as the dresses
What was the name of the first George Bernard Shaw
senses were overwhelmed. Carts 4.
displayed were slightly out of date.
freshly
pickedstaged
from her
mother’s
production
in the
town’s courthouse in 1962?
containing all manner of local garden.
From a laneway, two small boys
●
The
Man
of
Destiny
produce were jostling to board
emerged, each licking a sliver of
● Don Juan
inhotel,
Hell I had
my
the ship; stevedores shouted As I approached
ice which suggested a nearby ice
● Heartbreak
House
aside whilst
braying house. Also, a blacksmith, for the
commands; sweating horses to stand
Pygmalion
stray dogs ambled ring of iron being beaten rang
neighed and tossed their heads, cattle ●and
toward
the
local
common.
WithCartier?
5.
Who
was
Sir
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Etienne
their owners holding them in
out. As I passed one of the seven
due
modesty,
Mary,
not
wanting
●
The
first
Prime
Minister
of
Canada in town, I considered
check. I arranged for a small,
shoemakers
thearchitects
muddy of
Onedress
of theinkey
Confederation
malodorous man from “Water’s to soil●my
shoes
as the gift to myself but
street,
I
held
my
skirts
high
as
●
An
elected
official
of
the
legislature
from
New Brunswick
Livery” to take my bags ahead
that did not
appeal
either. So,
I
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over
to
my
hotel.
It
●
The
first
Judge
appointed
to
the
Supreme
Court
to the Moffat Inn. I turned down
I crossed over the street to
was
everything
one could
desire,
6.
What
is Canada’s
system
of government
called?where I found a
his offer of a ride.
the milliner’s
truly enchanting.
I
retired
to
my
● Military Rule
stunning straw hat adorned with
On a spur line far out on the room, henceforth, after such a
● Parliamentary Government
ostrich feathers and ribbons that
dock, sat a chuffing locomotive, momentous morning.
● Parliamentary Monarchy perfectly matched my parasol.
steam billowing, ready to haul
● Constitutional Republic
both goods, passengers and their Later, in the hotel drawing After
dinner,
I
attended
On which
date didinthe
Queen of Evensong
England declare
room,
I luxuriated
afternoon
luggage up the steep incline 7.
at the C.Canada’s
of E. and then
Independence
from the
British Parliament?
tea seated beside
a window
into town. That too I spurned high
stayed for a brief social held at
● September
the 9, 2001
bustling the rectory, which, interestingly,
in favor of a short walk along overlooking
Elegance3, 1978
prevailed: is designed as a Tuscan Villa.
the shoreline under the canopy street. ● December
●
April
17,
1982
of cottonwood trees.
Frame rose chandeliers, flowered table Oh Mary! Here I met the most
February
1952
and 6,tea
pots. A delightful young man. As my
boathouses
and
attending cloths, ●plates
sparkling
wine
(onlyofone,
Mary),
Who is the
Head
State
of Canada?
boats lined the shoreline as 8.
hotel was only minutes away and
delicious
finger
sandwiches
● Governor General and the streets were lit, I allowed
did
shrieking,
greaseless
deserts
wereHouse
served. him to walk me back to the Inn.
● Speaker
of the
winding wheels being turned scandalous
the streetoffrom
where I Truly, I have never felt so safe
● Monarch
the U.K.
by fishermen picking their nets. Just up
sat,
a
box
car
was
being
unloaded
●
Prime
Minister
Aromatic smoke wafted from
and charmed and now excited as
for
the
local
lumber
yard:
timber,
the smoke houses yet it did not 9. How many provinces and territories
does
Canada
have?town.
I have
in this
wondrous
huge wooden
boxes;
mask the overriding reek of the barrels● and
10 Provinces,
2 Territories
I am up early for the boat this
families
rode by, 4 children’s
fishing trade.
● 8 Provinces,
Territories
feet swinging
from their
laden morning; cannot wait to tell you
● 10 Provinces,
3 Territories
As I turned up King Street, buckboard.
all.
● 9 Provinces, 3 Territories
the majestic Queen’s Royal
Love, Margaret
10. In which month and year did Agnes Macphail become the first
woman elected to Parliament?
● February 1938
● April 1927
● December 1921
● August 1931
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FASHIONABLE
MID-1800s LETTER
ADVERTISEMENTS OF THE NEWLY-DISCOVERED
DAY
Canada
Day Historical Quiz
ATTIRE FOR LADIES My Dearest Mary:
I had promised that I would
by Maureen purchase
Churchill something special for
AND GENTLEMEN
I have just enjoyed a most

6. Parliamentary Government
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NOW A NATION,
LET’S EAT!

brewed beer and whisky, as well
as imported wines, spirits, sherry
and port. The first pioneers of
by A Domestic Lady
Canada’s modern wine industry
It may be tempting to think also appeared at this time,
that 150 years ago eating in growing small batches of grapes
Canada was a miserable affair in Niagara, the Okanagan Valley,
but this could not be further and Lake Erie’s Pelee Island.
from the truth.
Canada’s
By Canada’s centennial year in
extensive waterways and coastal
1967, food processing technology,
areas provided fish and seafood
refrigeration and global shipping
for generations before 1867,
had made the annual cycle of
and mixed farming was wellseasonal food preparation a thing
established in Canada West
of the past.
and Canada East by the time
of Confederation. Railways and Fast forward to 2017! Chefs
shipping networks only added around Niagara are once again
embracing
seasonal
more opportunities to move people eagerly
and goods across communities produce, along with a legacy of
and bring new ingredients to varied ingredients and diverse
flavours that are as old as our
Canadian kitchens.
nation itself.
In earlier years, loggers, trappers,
fishermen and explorers relied How well would this menu suit
on traditional staples which people today? Looks delicious,
included baked beans, salt pork,
doesn’t it?
and small game. Pemmican, a
CONFEDERATION
preserved mixture of dried meats
with fat and berries, was a staple
SUPPER
on journeys into the wilderness
(1867)
after its manufacture was
first learned from Indigenous
Soup
communities in the 17th century.
Lake Perch with Curry Sauce
Champagne Cup
Canadian diets were very much
defined by the seasons. The
harvesting and storing of ice
permitted the long-term storage
of perishable foods. Long before
electric refrigeration, annual
cycles of canning, preservation
and dry storage were required in
order to enjoy a variety of foods.
In the 1860s, general stores
began to shift from selling goods
mainly in bulk to trading in
pre-packaged portions similar to
what is available in our modern
grocery stores. In addition to a
range of meats such as pigeon,
muskrat, mutton and beef, the
Confederation-era
customer
could purchase exotic citrus
fruits, curry spices, gelatin for
desserts and the latest flavour
craze, vanilla.

There were plenty of beverages
to enjoy as well, ranging from
fruit cordials and ‘ades’ to homeHIGHLIGHTS FROM
THE DECADES
CANADA

NIAGARA-ONTHE-LAKE (NOTL)
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*
Wild Berries
Pigeon Pie
Roasted Beef
*
Cherry Pudding
Jersey Lily Cake
Assorted Nuts
CHAMPAGNE CUP
¼ bottle champagne
2 bottles soda water
1 liqueur glass of brandy
2 dashes powdered sugar
a few thin strips of
cucumber rind
ice
Mix all together just before
serving.

House of Commons
Chambre des Communes
Canada

On behalf of Council and staff
of the Town of Niagara-onthe-Lake, I wish to extend
a special welcome to all our
residents and visitors to
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s Canada
Sesquicentennial celebrations
from June 30 to July 4, 2017.
Niagara-on-the-Lake is proud
to be hosting a number of events
in honour of Canada’s 150th
Anniversary, including these
special Canada Day weekend
events
and
Confederation
Celebration, a travelling show
with an exciting line-up of
musical and original theatre
featuring local talent.

Rob Nicholson MP
Niagara Falls

Proud to be celebrating
the 150th Anniversary of
Canada's Confederation
with you.
from your Federal Representative,

Rob
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I hope you will enjoy this year’s
celebrations, as well as the
many wonderful things to see
and do in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Pat Darte
Lord Mayor
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The Newark Gazette
Editor
Patti Knipe

Editor of Historical Content
Dr. Richard Merritt
Celebrating the

225th Anniversary of the
Opening of the First
Parliament of Upper
Canada

Contributors
Nancy Butler
Clare Cameron
Maureen Churchill
Amy Klassen
Cheryl Morris
Dr. Wesley Turner
Barbara Worthy

The second edition of The
Newark Gazette comes out in late
summer and will focus on the
225th Anniversary of the First
Parliament of Upper Canada,
which happened in Niagara-onthe-Lake in 1792.

Published by
Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake
Canada Sesquicentennial
Committee

A commemoration will take place
on September 17, 2017 in Simcoe
Park. The event is open to the
public.

Thanks to
The Niagara Historical
Society & Museum
and

For additional details visit www.
notlcanada150.ca.
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WHO WERE THE FENIANS?

by Wes Turner
The Fenian Order (Irish Republican Brotherhood) was organized
in the United States for the purpose of winning Irish independence
from English rule. The Fenians thought that by invading and seizing
territory in Canada, they could gain Ireland’s freedom either through
pressure on Britain or by means of an Anglo-American war. In the
summer of 1865, as Union armies demobilized in the U. S., Canadian
authorities worried that the thousands of unemployed Irish veterans
might support Fenian aims.
In 1866, Fenians in Maine seemed to be preparing to attack New
Brunswick. In response, militia units were called out and a British
warship patrolled off the coast, The Fenians made their biggest effort
in June when nearly 1,000 men crossed the Niagara River at Fort
Erie and fought a battle with Canadian militia at Ridgeway.
Although they won the skirmish, the Fenians withdrew to Buffalo
where they were taken into custody for breaking American Neutrality
Laws and U.S. President Andrew Johnson issued a neutrality proclamation forbidding such activities.

The Canadian government had called out 25,000 volunteers and Britain had sent large forces to Canada. Fenian threats and raids
provided another reason for Confederation; by combining the resources of several colonies, Canada would have stronger defences. Although
the Fenians later launched a few cross-border incursions, these were easily repulsed and eventually were restrained by U. S. laws.
The Fenians became active again in 1870, when they invaded Quebec but were quickly beaten at Eccles Hill in part because their ranks
had been penetrated by a British spy. Fenian leader, John O’Neill, was arrested in the U.S. but held only a short time. He led a final raid
in 1871 across the Manitoba border; pursuing American cavalry arrested him. Over the next few years the Fenian movement faded away.

A SHORT HISTORY OF SAIL AND STEAM
IN THE NIAGARA AREA

(Taken primarily from the book “A Century of Sail and Steam on the Niagara
River” by Barlow Cumberland, 1913)
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Image: http://madmonarchist.blogspot.ca

Courtesy: The Niagara Historical Society & Museum

The first major vessel on the Great Lakes, Le Griffon, was launched
on the upper Niagara River in 1679 by Sieur de La Salle in his quest
for the Northwest Passage. Her life was brief: sailing through Lakes
Erie and St. Clair as far as Lake Huron, she was eventually lost,
never to be heard of again. By 1758, there was a fleet of 8 British
schooners on Lake Ontario. The fall of New France in 1759 led to
British control of the strategic portage around the Great Falls. For
the next 50 years only small schooners sailed to Niagara. By 1820
there was a regular connection between York and Niagara by a
sailing sloop of 100 tons called the Duke of Richmond. This lasted
only 3 years until competition from the new steamboats took over.

Launched in 1816 at Kingston, the Frontenac (700 tons, 170 feet long) was the first steamboat on the British side of the lake. Later that
year, the Ontario was launched by the Americans from Sackett’s Harbour. A steamboat's speed and comfort far exceeded anything that
had come before; stage coaches and sailing vessels were gradually eliminated. July 30, 1841 was a big day for steamboats on the Niagara
River. Eight steamers left Niagara for Queenston where a public meeting was held to arrange for the building of a replacement of the
monument to General Brock after the previous one had been destroyed in 1840. The present monument is the result of that meeting.
In the 1850s the horse-drawn Erie & Ontario Rail Road, originally connecting Chippawa and Queenston, was extended into the Town of
Niagara as part of the steam Michigan Central Railroad. This allowed tourists and businessmen to travel by steamship from Toronto
to Niagara/Queenston and then by railroad to Niagara Falls, Buffalo and beyond. One of the steamship companies was the Niagara
Navigation Company: all its steamship names started with a “C” and ended with an “a”, such as the Cayuga. Launched in 1906, it was
317 feet long, had a 4500 hp steam engine and could hold 2,500 people. By the end of its career, it had transported 15 million passengers.
The Niagara River had become famous as one of the world’s busiest tourist routes. All that would slowly come to an end over the next fifty
years, thanks to the automobile and improvements to roads and highways around the lake.
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entertainment, and trains and Mark Lemon’s “Self-Accusation
boats to bring troupes to a stage, in a Brotherly Love” and Edward
Fitzball’s “Flying Dutchman of
the Town Hall.
the Phantom Ship.” The evening
Some concerts, then as now, were
included Professor G. Kendall
fundraisers. A Concert of Sacred
as Hercules doing great feats
Music in 1858 included bass solos
of strength with Indian Clubs.
from the Messiah. Proceeds to
Admission? Only 25 cents.
go to St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church. In 1845, the Temperance Artists also came to paint
Society invited the Tuscarora Niagara’s dramatic scenery.
Village Choir to liven up the By 1867, artists could bring
addresses given to a sober audience their oils in tubes which
allowed them to paint on site.
in their Temperance Hall.

Photography
was becoming
by sports and games
SPORTS:
A BAROMETER
OF and after
popular, especially for family sunset with fireworks.
NATIONAL VITALITY!
groups. The finished works
Today, it is the Shaw Festival
by a Sports
could then be displayed
(and Enthusiast
Theatre,
Riverbrink
and
hopefullyculture
sold) atand
thetraditions
Provincialwere influenced by both European
Canada’s
Pumphouse Art Galleries,
Exhibition. and indigenous peoples. As the wilderness was
immigrants
Music Niagara and, of course,
gradually ‘tamed’ and communities flourished, the pastimes of
Finally, celebrations always Canada Day in Simcoe Park,
leisure, organized sports and social activities became an integral
draw crowds. On that first the Wine Festival and even
part of life in the young nation; in fact, the Victorian era saw a
Dominion Day, crowds in Virgil more. Always something to
great upsurge in such activities. Fun was no longer just for the
celebrated the birth of our entertain. So amusez-vous
idle rich!
nation with a parade, followed bien!
Although hunting and fishing were initially prerequisites for
survival in the wilds of Canada, the ‘lore of gun and rod’ became a
popular, enduring pastime.

A
A

British garrison officers and elite British immigrants imported
games of rugby, curling, cricket, cycling, croquet, boxing, billiards,
field hockey, gambling, tennis and lawn bowling; cavalry men
introduced horse racing and polo; sailors brought yachting and
rowing competitions. Thanks to the local British garrison, cricket
was enjoyed by many local enthusiasts. Niagara boasted several
champion players during this time, however, cricket was never able
to gain national popularity.
The establishment of colleges in Canada introduced intercollegiate
competitions in baseball, football, track and field, soccer, swimming,
wrestling, lacrosse and fencing. Nevertheless, they were still
generally restricted to the educated and prosperous few.
With the rise of the middle class and a little more leisure time
available, even for the ‘working class’, sport became a great
leveler and many of these team and individual sports came to be
adopted and enjoyed by more Canadians, both as participants and
spectators.

The Scots introduced the ‘ancient game’ of golf but it was not until
the 1870s that the first golf links were laid out on the Mississauga
Source: Library and Archives Canada © Library and Archives Canada nlc-11170
and Fort George commons: the ladies played the nine-hole course
while the men chipped away on the more difficult 18-hole course
Canada became increasingly ungovernable as politicians found it Courtesy:
The Niagara Historical Museum & Society
difficult to get a majority in each Section. Great resentment resulted with all its hazards.
when laws were imposed on one Section by the votes of the other
Section. By the 1860s, governments became even more unstable with
ADVERTISEMENTS OF THE DAY
frequent elections and changes of ministries. That is why Brown
made his offer and why Macdonald, Galt and Cartier immediately
accepted.
Different proposals were offered for Canada’s problems but the most
compelling was a federation between Canada and the Maritime
colonies with the possibility of bringing in the territory north and
west of Lake Superior (the Northwest) and even extending Canada’s
reach to British Columbia.
In September, 1864, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince
Edward Island planned to meet in Charlottetown to discuss union.
The Canadian coalition invited itself and upon arrival, took over the
conference. After a few days, all agreed to meet in Quebec City to
discuss a wider federation. There, between October 10th and 27th,
the delegates decided to work for a federal union under the British
monarchy and seek to add the Northwest and even British Columbia.
Were the representatives of Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova
Scotia simply reckless or was it calculated boldness? After all,
Courtesy: The Niagara Historical Museum & Society
the population of those three colonies numbered only about three
million. They had no army or navy, not a lot of money and no
HIGHLIGHTS
FROM
transportation
system
across the continent. With no existing model
THE
DECADES
of
a monarchical
or parliamentary federation, it meant they would be
starting something entirely new and unproven. Yet they took on the
CANADAof demonstrating to the world, particularly to the United
challenge
States, that a new Canada would soon exist!
It took two years and some political maneuvering to get the Quebec
Resolutions approved by the Canadian and Maritime legislatures.
Then the project was presented to the British Parliament which, in
March 1867, passed the British North America Act. It took effect
July 1st, the first Canada Day!
Provinces/territories that joined the Dominion
of Canada after Confederation:

Manitoba & Northwest Territories: 1870 British Columbia: 1871
Prince Edward Island: 1873
Yukon: 1898
NIAGARA-ONSaskatchewan (NOTL)
and Alberta: 1905
Newfoundland & Labrador: 1949
THE-LAKE
Nunavut: 1999
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Courtesy: The Niagara Historical Society & Museum

By the mid 19th century, the modern game of lawn tennis had
become increasingly popular in Europe and North America. In
1895, the first international lawn tennis tournament in North
America was held in Niagara-on-the-Lake on the grounds of the
Queen’s Royal Hotel where it attracted huge crowds of spectators
and players from North America and Europe. These international
tournaments continued here until 1923 when they were moved to
Niagara Falls.

Co

On July 1, 1867, lacrosse was officially proclaimed Canada’s
national sport. Indigenous peoples had been playing fierce games
of lacrosse amongst themselves pre-contact for hundreds of years.
The game quickly aroused the curiosity of the Europeans; soon
organized, hard-fought competitions among indigenous and nonindigenous teams became very popular throughout North America
and even England. Today, lacrosse is recognized as Canada’s
national summer sport, with ice hockey the national winter sport.
Indigenous peoples excelled at long-jump, foot-racing, tobogganing,
snow-shoeing and canoe racing; many of these have become part of
Canada’s sporting culture.
In sport, different levels of passion, ability, and skill provide
opportunities for advancement, all of which have contributed to
the betterment of Canadian society.

Co

for
ea

ed
ds,
en
nd
ket
ral
ble

ate
ng,
ill

me
eat
be
nd

til
ga
se
se

9. Ten Provinces, 3 Territories
8. Monarch of the U.K.
7. April 17, 1982
Less than 4 = Maybe next time!
4 – 5 correct = Time to hit the history
books!
6 – 7 correct = You’re a history enthusiast!
8 – 10 correct = You’re a Confederation
expert!

1. The British North America Act

Rating Scale:

Answers:

Courtesy: The Niagara Historical Museum & Society

3. John A. Macdonald
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10. December 1921
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myself while away, so I strolled
endearing overnight stay in
July 1, 2017 is the day that Canadians
from across
along Queen
StreetCanada
exploring
Niagara. I had been planning
celebrate 150 years of the confederation
of our nation.
do
the various
shops. What
Rebuilt
this excursion for several
you know about the historysince
of thethe
union
of
Canada?
burning, the stores
weeks, was apprehensive and
areyour
quite
modern; particularly
Take the quiz and test
knowledge.
yet excited at the prospect of a
after the fire, I suppose, many
woman travelling alone across 1. Under which Act did the Maritime colonies and the Province of
are constructed of brick. The
Lake Ontario.
Canada unite to become the Dominion of Canada?
tall, arched windows are quite
● The Canada Act
About noon yesterday, as
striking, especially those of
● The Treaty of Ghent
we entered the mouth of the
the Apothecary where various
● The British North America Act
Niagara River, black smoke
potions, perfumes and balms are
● The Quebec Act
and swarms of screeching gulls
displayed in gleaming, multiNational
Historic
trailing behind, a welcoming 2. Canada has numerous designated
colored
bottles.
The Sites.
Town How
Hall
many
are
located
in
the
Niagara
Region?
cannon blast from Fort Niagara
and Court House dominate the
● Twenty-five
before me. The snick streetscape, a magnificent stone
convulsed the air; the “City of Hotel rose
● Fifteen
balls and smack of building more like what one
Toronto” replied with an odd, of bowling
Twenty-six
tennis ●racquets
echoed from the might expect to find in Toronto.
melodious chime whistle.
● Ten
grounds.
Further up the street,
As I had been told, when a noon hour bell chimed from With four bakeries in town,
3. Who was the first Prime Minister of Canada?
a large steamer arrives in the Church of England tower. enticing aromas permeated the
● John Graves Simcoe
Niagara, the dock swarmed Thoroughly charmed, I passed air. The two watchmakers did
● John A. Macdonald
with people cheering our by fenced yards full of children not have what I felt I wanted
● George Brown
arrival.
I disembarked into happily playing; one where a so I passed them by as I did the
● Alexander Galt
the melee below, where my little girl was selling flowers dressmaker’s store as the dresses
What was the name of the first George Bernard Shaw
senses were overwhelmed. Carts 4.
displayed were slightly out of date.
freshly
pickedstaged
from her
mother’s
production
in the
town’s courthouse in 1962?
containing all manner of local garden.
From a laneway, two small boys
●
The
Man
of
Destiny
produce were jostling to board
emerged, each licking a sliver of
● Don Juan
inhotel,
Hell I had
my
the ship; stevedores shouted As I approached
ice which suggested a nearby ice
● Heartbreak
House
aside whilst
braying house. Also, a blacksmith, for the
commands; sweating horses to stand
Pygmalion
stray dogs ambled ring of iron being beaten rang
neighed and tossed their heads, cattle ●and
toward
the
local
common.
WithCartier?
5.
Who
was
Sir
George
Etienne
their owners holding them in
out. As I passed one of the seven
due
modesty,
Mary,
not
wanting
●
The
first
Prime
Minister
of
Canada in town, I considered
check. I arranged for a small,
shoemakers
thearchitects
muddy of
Onedress
of theinkey
Confederation
malodorous man from “Water’s to soil●my
shoes
as the gift to myself but
street,
I
held
my
skirts
high
as
●
An
elected
official
of
the
legislature
from
New Brunswick
Livery” to take my bags ahead
that did not
appeal
either. So,
I
crossed
over
to
my
hotel.
It
●
The
first
Judge
appointed
to
the
Supreme
Court
to the Moffat Inn. I turned down
I crossed over the street to
was
everything
one could
desire,
6.
What
is Canada’s
system
of government
called?where I found a
his offer of a ride.
the milliner’s
truly enchanting.
I
retired
to
my
● Military Rule
stunning straw hat adorned with
On a spur line far out on the room, henceforth, after such a
● Parliamentary Government
ostrich feathers and ribbons that
dock, sat a chuffing locomotive, momentous morning.
● Parliamentary Monarchy perfectly matched my parasol.
steam billowing, ready to haul
● Constitutional Republic
both goods, passengers and their Later, in the hotel drawing After
dinner,
I
attended
On which
date didinthe
Queen of Evensong
England declare
room,
I luxuriated
afternoon
luggage up the steep incline 7.
at the C.Canada’s
of E. and then
Independence
from the
British Parliament?
tea seated beside
a window
into town. That too I spurned high
stayed for a brief social held at
● September
the 9, 2001
bustling the rectory, which, interestingly,
in favor of a short walk along overlooking
Elegance3, 1978
prevailed: is designed as a Tuscan Villa.
the shoreline under the canopy street. ● December
●
April
17,
1982
of cottonwood trees.
Frame rose chandeliers, flowered table Oh Mary! Here I met the most
February
1952
and 6,tea
pots. A delightful young man. As my
boathouses
and
attending cloths, ●plates
sparkling
wine
(onlyofone,
Mary),
Who is the
Head
State
of Canada?
boats lined the shoreline as 8.
hotel was only minutes away and
delicious
finger
sandwiches
● Governor General and the streets were lit, I allowed
did
shrieking,
greaseless
deserts
wereHouse
served. him to walk me back to the Inn.
● Speaker
of the
winding wheels being turned scandalous
the streetoffrom
where I Truly, I have never felt so safe
● Monarch
the U.K.
by fishermen picking their nets. Just up
sat,
a
box
car
was
being
unloaded
●
Prime
Minister
Aromatic smoke wafted from
and charmed and now excited as
for
the
local
lumber
yard:
timber,
the smoke houses yet it did not 9. How many provinces and territories
does
Canada
have?town.
I have
in this
wondrous
huge wooden
boxes;
mask the overriding reek of the barrels● and
10 Provinces,
2 Territories
I am up early for the boat this
families
rode by, 4 children’s
fishing trade.
● 8 Provinces,
Territories
feet swinging
from their
laden morning; cannot wait to tell you
● 10 Provinces,
3 Territories
As I turned up King Street, buckboard.
all.
● 9 Provinces, 3 Territories
the majestic Queen’s Royal
Love, Margaret
10. In which month and year did Agnes Macphail become the first
woman elected to Parliament?
● February 1938
● April 1927
● December 1921
● August 1931
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val
nd
an
es,
as
se,
of
rk,
ral
en
a
to
he
us

FASHIONABLE
MID-1800s LETTER
ADVERTISEMENTS OF THE NEWLY-DISCOVERED
DAY
Canada
Day Historical Quiz
ATTIRE FOR LADIES My Dearest Mary:
I had promised that I would
by Maureen purchase
Churchill something special for
AND GENTLEMEN
I have just enjoyed a most

6. Parliamentary Government
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CONFEDERATION CELEBRATION SHOW CALENDAR
Free to the public and family-friendly!
The Show features an original play and local musical performers.
Additional details at www.notlcanada150.ca

Saturday, June 24: 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. NOTL PUBLIC LIBRARY. Grand reopening of the library. Take a tour of the newly-renovated facilities and the beautiful
community garden. www.notlpubliclibrary.org
Sunday, June 25: 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. OAST HOUSE BREWERY. Savour locallyproduced beer and wine on the back patio while enjoying the Show, with panoramic
vineyard views as the background.

JU

Friday, June 30: 4:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. CANADA DAY WEEKEND KICKOFF!
CENTENNIAL SPORTS PARK, VIRGIL. The BIG event kicks off Canada Day
Weekend with a great line-up of music, theatre, activities for children and adults, gourmet
food trucks, beer and wine sales, plus fireworks!
Monday, July 3: 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. SIMCOE PARK. Spend the afternoon in the
park and enjoy the Show plus music by Jazz Niagara. Lots of creative and fun activities
for children.
Monday July 3 & Tuesday, July 4: 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. each day. RendezVous
2017 – TALL SHIPS REGATTA at RIVER BEACH DRIVE. (See article below.)
Sunday, July 9: noon – 2:00 p.m. PALATINE HILLS ESTATE WINERY. The Show will be performed on the lawn of this familyowned and operated winery. Stay after the Show to enjoy their wines!
Saturday, August 5: 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. THE OUTLET COLLECTION NIAGARA. Fabulous shopping AND the Show! What
could be better?
Monday, August 7: 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. NIAGARA HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM. “Past is Present Heritage Festival”
features the Show, “treasures” sale, historic demonstrations, food and more! www.niagarahistorical.museum
Wednesday, August 16: 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. SUPPER MARKET AT GARRISON VILLAGE. The local favorite Wednesday
Supper Market. Gourmet food trucks, wine, beer, and the Show.
Sunday, September 9: 11:00 a.m. ST. DAVIDS HERITAGE DAY. This quaint village invites all to celebrate its history and enjoy a
BBQ and the Show.
SPECIAL EVENT: Sunday, September 17: COMMEMORATION OF THE 225th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST
PARLIAMENT OF UPPER CANADA, SIMCOE PARK, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Niagara-on-the-Lake was known as Newark in 1792 and was the location of the opening of the first parliament in what is now known as
Ontario. The gala celebration will include an original play, with Music Niagara presenting a program to suit the occasion. Open to all,
seating is limited.
Saturday, September 16 & Sunday, September 17. DOORS OPEN NOTL, hosted by THE NIAGARA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
& MUSEUM. Explore the heritage of Niagara-on-the-Lake revealed in its many sites of historical and architectural significance. Free
admittance to buildings which are rarely open to the public. Check www.notlcanada150.ca for schedule.
Wednesday, September 20 – 4:30 p.m. CANADIAN FORCES SNOWBIRDS at NIAGARA DISTRICT AIRPORT. Come to be
spellbound by the world-famous Snowbirds as they perform amazing aerobatics. The Confederation Celebration Show will also be featured.
Saturday, September 23: 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. QUEENSTON VILLAGE PARK DEDICATION. Lovely Queenston welcomes
visitors to celebrate the opening of its new park and enjoy the Show, a BBQ, as well as guided walks.

THE TALL SHIPS ARE COMING JULY 3rd AND 4th!

by Patti Knipe
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s Canada 150 Committee, in conjunction with Rendez-Vous 2017
Tall Ships Regatta, invites you to attend a rare event in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Two
Tall Ships, the Denis Sullivan and the Mist of Avalon, will be docked for two days and
open for free tours from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on July 3 and 4 at a dock installed just
for this event on River Beach Drive at the foot of Melville Street.
The Denis Sullivan is a 130-foot replica, three-masted wooden schooner from
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. She is a modern educational sailing vessel with a scientific
laboratory, two computer workstations and modern communication and navigation
equipment.
The Mist of Avalon began her life in 1967 fishing for cod off the banks of Nova
Scotia and Newfoundland. In 1987, after 20 years working in the harsh environment
of the North Atlantic, with fish stocks declining and her machinery and equipment
well past their prime, this once proud vessel was left abandoned at a Halifax pier. In
December 1992, she was purchased and rechristened Mist of Avalon, named for the
mystic Celtic island of re-birth.

The Denis Sullivan
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Do not miss your chance to attend this exciting event! Please come prepared with a
hat and sunscreen. Other activities and entertainment, including the Confederation
Celebration NOTL Show, will be offered near the dock. Food and soft drinks will
be available for purchase. Backpacks and strollers will not be permitted on the Tall
Ships.
Please note: Parking and car access near River Beach Drive will be extremely
limited on July 3rd and 4th., with some roads barricaded. Shuttle bus service will
be offered both days at the NOTL Community Centre and Fort George parking lots.
Check signage at these locations for the schedule.
8

The Mist of Avalon

Photos courtesy of
www.discoveryworld.org
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