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FROM YOUR EDITORS
Now in very late April we are still hoping that our garden has weathered the winter.
There are concerns over one or two of the slightly more tender shrubs and our
fingers are crossed that there will be new growth in due course. Perhaps it is due to
their second successive hard winter and those biting easterly winds we have had
which seemed to cause major problems as the leaves became desiccated. It was
the same with some of the hellebores too, their buds being blackened and withered,
but Spring has, it seems, arrived at long last. The snowdrops have only just finished
flowering yet all the other spring flowers have caught them up and we have seen
some interesting combinations of flower.
The daﬀodils in the Spring Show were super, although a fortnight beforehand we
were not sure whether there would be many to see as there was no colour showing
at all. Once they started they soon caught up and at some of the shows we judge
there were both daﬀodils and tulips amongst the exhibits whereas at the early shows
the tulips are often yet to flower. We expect spring to be over in a flash as it has
taken so long get here.
This is a wonderful time of the year, so full of promise, with buds bursting and
blossom flowering in the fruit trees hopefully they will not be caught by late frosts.
Seeds are beginning to germinate and, with the recent warm weather, plants are
finally pushing through the soil. The only down side is that the weeds are doing
equally well, however, it has been good to remove them on the days when there has
been warmth in the sun on our backs, somehow it is then less of a chore.
As we look forward to a new season we are pleased to see that our new Social Team
have a varied programme in store for us. Do try and make some of the events as we
know what a lot of hard work goes into the organization. You will find a booking
form for a coach trip to Peckover House in the centre pages. As there is a very
limited amount of time to return this to Julia it might be worth telephoning or emailing your booking. Her number and e-mail are on page 19.
At the AGM Anne Bridge, who had been acting as Chairman during the past year,
gave an end of year report. We are publishing it on the following page for those of
you who were not, or unable to be, at the meeting.
Hopefully, the Committee elected at the meeting, led by a new Chairman, will be as
proactive and enthusiastic in their support of the Society, as Anne has been over so
many years and lead it to an ever better future. At the meeting Anne Bridge was
presented with the President’s Medal by Graham Robeson for her long service to the
Society.
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ACTING CHAIRMAN’S AGM REPORT Anne Bridge
It has been a roller-coaster year for the Society starting with a very successful
Spring Show staged by Robin McDonald and her team, which had a very diﬀerent
feel and was much admired by the visitors.
Visits to Cottesbrook Plant Fair & Green Island House in May paired with Beth
Chatto’s in June were enjoyable days out for members organised by Barry Wade.
Next came a very new site and appearance for NNHS at the Royal Norfolk Show. Ian
Roofe did a terrific job supported by his band of helpers and the knowledge and
guidance of past NNHS Norfolk Show Secretary, Gerta Roberts. There were lots of
new aspects to this show which went down really well with the public and the
marquee’s position direct onto the avenue, made for record breaking crowds visiting
the Flower Show. The RNNA were very pleased with the show and we wish every
success to Ian for this year’s event. Shortly after this we were hosted by our
President, Mrs Patricia Lombe Taylor, at Starston and spent a wonderful afternoon
enjoying the gardens in good company.
July bought tragedy and shock with the sudden unexpected loss of our Social
Secretary, Mr Barry Wade. Barry was one of life’s characters and has been greatly
missed by the Society. Our sympathy has been expressed to Norma and her family
and many members attended his funeral in early August. Special thanks go to Ian
Roofe for taking over the holiday arrangements to the Cotswolds at extremely short
notice and enabling that to continue. The committee had to make the decision that
the future Social Calendar would be cancelled for the time being, excepting the RHS
Regional Lecture for which Marlene Loughton so ably stepped in.
Zana Foley Davies took control of the Early Autumn show, again with great flair and
ability. Unfortunately the show did clash with local and national events and therefore
some areas of the exhibits were down in numbers. As this was the only date
available from the Showground it could not be helped, but we have liaised with other
organisations and have a diﬀerent date booked for this year.
October was the RHS Regional Lecture by Bunny Guinness with an excellent
attendance in a new venue at the Heartsease Academy. This was much enjoyed and
we are looking forward to the next one in October at the same venue.
Robin again volunteered to stage the Late Autumn show which attracted more
visitors than we have had recently and included a number of craft stalls. We are so
very lucky to have these volunteers that help throughout the year, but times have
been harder of late.
The new year saw more sadness when John and I attended the funeral of Geoffrey Tolver,
father of Ruth Gooch and inspiration behind Thorncroft Clematis. Our sympathies
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go to Ruth, Jonathan and family. Then it was the sad news that Peter Beales had
passed away. Peter was a long serving Chairman of the Society and a past
President and always had a place for our Society in his heart. Along with many
others, John and I attended his funeral in Attleborough, to show our respect for this
great man of our past.
I had to stand down in November owing to commitments elsewhere and Marlene is
also leaving the committee, along with Zanna. We will miss their input very much
and thank them for their hard work and support for the Society. We must get more
help. Julia Srigley has done a sterling job producing a social programme and even a
holiday for this year. Ian has been ‘Jack of All Trades’ also helping organise the
social side to get it back to where it was, as well as continually promoting the
Society not only on his Radio Norfolk programme but wherever he goes. He has
been and is still, a true ambassador for us all. Martyn has come to the rescue and
taken over chairing the committee meetings and is also trying to drive us forward
but we do need more help.
Please, any help that you can oﬀer, be it at shows, helping with raﬄes, secretarial,
whatever…….please help us to keep this Society going.

THE NEW NNHS PRESIDENT Ian Roofe
For the next year the President of The Norfolk and Norwich Horticultural Society is
Graham Robeson of the Old Vicarage at East Ruston. Not so much is known about
Graham. He is often referred to as ‘the other one‘ - as his partner, Alan Gray, who
writes a regular column in the Eastern Daily Press and is on the panel of BBC Radio
Norfolk’s ‘Garden Party’ is better known within horticultural circles.
Graham is chairman of a European Bank greatly involved with business investment
and is on the board of Human Rights Watch, all of which keep him very busy both
here and abroad. However, as well as being an international businessman, Graham
has an enormous love of architecture, especially from the Arts and Crafts movement
which is why he and Alan chose the Old Vicarage as their home.
Their house was built in 1913; one hundred years ago and when first acquired had
absolutely no garden whatsoever. Today, thanks to Graham’s genius and talent for
technical drawing to an architectural standard, the garden contains many small
buildings, paved areas, gates, walls and walkways all designed by him and drawn to
scale. The result is a unique garden that has an Arts and Crafts bent but with many
modern twists such as the Desert Wash.
The Desert Wash is based on the landscape in Arizona which has a very low rainfall
but, when it does rain it is torrential causing floods and making gulches and gullies in the
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landscape. It is here that Graham indulges his love of spiky plants such as agave,
nolinia, dasylirion, yucca and cacti many of which are hardy, especially in this
landscape with its fast draining, gravelly soil.
One of his latest projects is the building of several ‘Holzhaufen’ in the garden, these
are very architectural log piles where split logs are built into circular shapes, each
one having a log tiled roof. Here the logs can dry out for a period before being used
as fuel for heating the house in winter; they also make
very good homes for the various and many forms of
wildlife as well as raising rustic garden art to a new
level.
For this very busy individual, the garden at East Ruston
Old Vicarage is a relief from the hurly-burly world of
business and his love of the garden shines out in the
many creations that he has initiated and installed here.
The gardens at East Ruston Old Vicarage attract both
national and international recognition and it seems very
fitting that Graham should become the latest President
of one of the oldest and most esteemed horticultural
societies in the United Kingdom.
Graham is looking forward to meeting as many members as possible during his
tenure as President at various events throughout the horticultural calendar, none
more so than when he welcomes the society to the Presidents Garden Party in July.

SOCIAL NETWORKING
With all that’s going on in the world with social networks being the most up to date
way of distributing snippets of information, the Society has set up a Twitter feed.
This is a way of enabling existing members to find out more about what the society
is doing and, hopefully, attracting new members. While many of you may not use
smart phones or tablets, the Committee hopes this modern medium will help us
attract a new generation of gardeners into the fold.
You can follow the Society on Twitter by searching for our account, which is
@norfolkhortsoc, for regular updates and photos from NNHS events.
Also, why not visit the Society web site at nnhs.org.uk for all the latest event
information, galleries of show pictures, news and events from other societies and
much more.
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FROM YOUR TREASURER Norma Howes
I have just completed my first year as your new treasurer and have been elected to
stand for another year which I am happy to do. My first year has been enjoyable, if a
bit bumpy. I have made new friends and visited new places.
The diﬃcult economic climate has aﬀected everyone including the Society and I was
therefore pleased to receive the go-ahead at the AGM for the proposed increase in
fees. These increases are needed to continue giving you the standard of events you
deserve and are the first for many years.
You will find the new rates below and will be liable to pay the revised sum when your
membership renewal is due. A new fee for students has also been introduced
If your payment is by Standing Order please notify your bank of the revised sum.
Single:
Joint membership:
Aﬃliated Societies:
Corporate:
Students:

SUMMER SHOW SECRETARY

£12.00
£18.00
£25.00
£60.00
£6.00

Ian Roofe

The Summer Show at the Royal Norfolk showground is on Wednesday 26th and
Thursday 27th June. It is the 67th year of NNHS involvement with the RNNA. There
are no major changes since last year. After the great success of the new layouts
across the flower and garden show I have decided to keep the same format. The
large spacious marquees are back again, allowing lots of light into the trade
marquee and beyond. Many specialist growers are returning to exhibit and sell their
plants in the floral Marquee along with some new additions. There are also plenty of
exhibitors out on the garden green which this year is full to the brim.
Our caterer, John Groom, again has a Café contained within the Garden marquee
which will make for a comfortable seating area under cover and in sight of the
public. This area makes a lovely place to sit opening out onto the garden green and
giving great views of the marquee exhibits.
We are again hosting the East of England Delphinium Championships, with more
space for exhibits, so be prepared for some spectacular blooms! The Norwich
Group of flower arrangers are working in partnership with our own flower arrangers
so, as last year, there should be some wonderful exhibits to see.
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We do accept entries in the competitive classes from everyone. They need not be
members of NNHS. Why not try to encourage friends, neighbours, and especially
children, to have a go. With many more people growing their own food on
allotments these days surely we can get them to come along and bring their
produce? If anyone would like a schedule for our Summer Show you can download
one from the Society web site or contact myself on 01603 211565 or email:
summershow8@googlemail.com and I will be pleased to send one.
You will find an entry form for the show as an insert in this journal. Please return to
me by 9pm on the closing date, which this year is Sunday 23rd June. We will be
marking out on Monday 25th so late entries will not be accepted. You will be sent the
necessary tickets for entry and car park as usual. Exhibitors can set up from 3pm
until 10pm on Tuesday 25th June.
We could do with more volunteers to act as stewards during the show. You will be
asked to be on duty for about four hours per day but this will be split into 2 hour
periods, so that you have plenty of time to view the whole show and have a break.
You will receive an entry ticket to the show, a car park ticket, the rota showing when
you are on duty and a lunch ticket. These will be sent to you approximately ten days
before the show. The Flower & Garden show will be open this year from 9am – 7pm
on Wednesday 26th and from 8am until 5pm on Thursday 27th June. The auction of
produce will start at 4.30pm on Thursday.
If you are able bodied and would be available to help from Thursday 20th June
with the build-up, please do contact me (even if you have mentioned it during the
year). There will be a small payment for this work to help cover your costs.
I will be available on my mobile number 07715364993 (network permitting)
throughout the build up to the show and on show days if required.
It would be great if members could be involved with the 'Sowing the Seeds'
programme of short (10 min) talks. The talks can be on any gardening/growing
topics and demonstrations always attract an audience. This year we hopefully have
a sponsor for the theatre, so the stage will be well dressed with interesting plants
and there will be wireless microphones so you will be heard across the marquee and
beyond. Please call me if you are able to participate in this event.
I look forward to the deluge of entries from established and new exhibitors to make
this show the best yet.
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THE GARDENING GAME SHOW
The gardening game show will be taking place in the floral marquee on Wednesday
evening of the Royal Norfolk Show. A fun ‘Gardeners Questions’ session with some
of your gardening favourites, Ben Potterton, Joe Whitehead, Alan Gray, Ian Roofe,
Guy Barker and all chaired by the lovely ‘ThunderFairy’ who is known for looking
after the Garden Party on BBC radio Norfolk.
The event opens from 6.00pm with a chance to look round the marquees at your
own leisure, tours will also be available from Ben and Ian. Woodfordes will stay open
across the gardening green for the purchase of drinks.
The Game show starts at 7.00pm, there is free entry into the showground from 5pm.
Tickets for the event are £7.50 and money raised will go to Norwich in Bloom to be
distributed around schools running horticultural projects.
For more details log onto www.blackcottnursery.co.uk or contact Ben at the nursery
on (01379) 741136.

The Spring Show.
Class F6: 'Springtime' Jenny Davison
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SPRING SHOW REPORT Robin McDonald
In spite of the slow start to the spring season our daﬀodil growers managed to fill
nearly one hundred vases with stunning blooms. Special congratulations are given
to Alan Watson who won the East of England Daﬀodil Championship.
Congratulations are also due to all our exhibitors who collectively contributed to an
amazing show. There would be no show without the back room boys, Ian T, Dave,
Doug, Cyril, Trevor and Paul to whom I extend my special thanks.
Our show was extended again this year as we welcomed back the Cator Cup
competition which had 38 entries. There was, of course, our usual tombola, art and
glassware stalls plus plant sales and a display of vintage farm implements.
We were blessed with some welcome warm sunshine on Sunday which helped to
bring many visitors to the show.
Now is the time to start getting ready for the Royal Norfolk Show and you will find
entry forms in this issue. Ian Roofe will be Show Secretary for the second time and
if it is as good as last year we know we are in for a superb show.
SPRING SHOW - MAJOR PRIZE WINNERS

The MacFarlane Trophy (12 cultivars of Daffodils, 1 stem of each) Alan Watson
The Humber Fishing Cup (9 cultivars of Daffodils, 1 stem of each) Peter Ottaway
Mrs Joycelyn Steward Trophy (most points in classes 14 - 42) Paul Payne
C R Hammond Trophy (three cultivars of Narcissi seedlings) Paul Payne
C H Walters Trophy (five cultivars of Narcissi) Michael Brook
The Norwich Trophy (six cultivars daffodils, 1 stem of each) Peter Ottaway
J A Christie Cup (four kinds of Flowering Shrub) Peter Boardman
John McV Anderson Challenge Cup (best Pot Plant) Robin McDonald
Mrs Joycelyn Steward Cup (best exhibit in Flower Arranging Classes) Amanda Seales
The High Sheriff’s Cup (most meritorious Amateur Exhibit) Alan Watson
The Watling Challenge Cup (greatest number of points) Robin McDonald
The Gavin Brown Trophy (best Alpine exhibit) Robin McDonald
Capt. Sandys-Winsch Cup (best Daffodil bloom) Alan Watson
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Class 1: Alan Watson

Class 2: Peter Ottaway

left to right: Class 42: Alan Watson, Class 3a: Peter Ottaway,
Class 52: Paul Payne, Class 33: Peter Firman

Class 29: Charlie Gardiner

Class 10: Alan Watson
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Class 27: Peter Ottaway

Class 21: Alan Watson

Class F4: 'Equinox'
Sally Churchyard

Class F2: 'Things to
come' Sally Churchyard

Class 25: Paul Payne

Class 6: Charlie Gardiner

Class 34:
Peter Firman
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Class 14: Paul Payne

Class F3: 'A young
man's fancy' Jenny Davison

Class F5: 'Easter'
Jenny Davison

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Wednesday 19th June. Attleborough & District H A are holding a Rose & Sweet Pea
Show at Peter Beales Nursery, London Road, Attleborough, starting at 7.30pm. This
is an open show and schedules can be obtained from the Show Secretary, Betty
Stacey, on 01953 454790.
Saturday 6th July. Hellesdon Horticultural Association are holding their Summer
show from 2.00 - 4.00pm and on Saturday 7th September the Autumn Show. Both
events are held at the Community Centre Middletons Lane, Hellesdon, NR6 5SR.
Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th July. Rockland St. Mary & District Gardening
Club are holding their annual Summer Show in conjunction with the Village Festival.
There will also be open gardens, scarecrows, Craft exhibitions and stalls in the Church,
plants for sale and refreshments including Ploughmans lunches in the WI hall and
stalls in the school playground. Admission to Festival by programme (£2.50 children free) admits to all events and is available at all venues and village shop.
Saturday 20th July. Dereham and District Allotment and Gardeners Society are
holding their Summer Show at Trinity Methodist Church from 1.00 - 3.00pm. Entry is
free and you can obtain more details from the Society blog at http://
derehamallotments.wordpress.com/

GROWING DELPHINIUMS Howard Norton
My mother loved gardening. She enjoyed growing roses and sweet peas and I can
still remember the evocative fragrance of those flowers on a summer’s evening in
our garden during my childhood. Most of us have a favourite flower we like to grow
that brings us pleasure. Mine is the delphinium. I’m often asked why I’m so
passionate about growing them. To me delphiniums are one of the most spectacular
plants in the garden. They are tall and graceful and come in a variety of rich colours
from deep mauve and purple, dark, mid and light blues, cranberry, dusky to light
pink through to lavender, white and creams often all with contrasting eye. The
photograph of some of the elatum hybrids from the national collection of
delphiniums grown at Temple Newsam, Leeds helps to illustrate the range of colours
in these wonderful flowers. There is a beauty in the shape and form of the flower
spikes. They give height and structure to a border. They appear graceful and
majestic like cathedral spires.
As a plant the delphinium has great versatility and can be grown in the herbaceous
border. Their height, stature and colours provide a backdrop for all the other border
plants, no wonder delphiniums are referred to as ‘the Queen of the border’. The
delphinium can be the feature flower in an island bed or grown as a cottage garden
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plant in the traditional way. Flower Arrangers love the delphinium spike giving their
display another dimension of beauty. The delphinium can be used as a patio plant
when grown in 10” pots. It can be grown for the Show Bench where it will attract
attention and be greatly admired.
The delphinium is a hardy plant and can endure cold harsh winters as we have just
experienced. It is a perennial and if looked after well can give many years of
pleasure. Some of the plants in the herbaceous border at Anglesey Abbey,
Cambridgeshire are over thirty years old and still give a wonderful show in June and July.
To produce a quality plant you will need to spend a little time to disbud, stake, water
and feed. You will not be disappointed if you do so, indeed your eﬀorts will help to
give that extra ‘wow’ factor to your garden with stunning and beautiful delphinium flowers.
When giving talks about growing delphiniums, I’m often asked what type of soil is
best to grow delphiniums in. This is another plus for the plant because they can be
grown successfully in all
soil types from clays to
sands, gravel to loam.
They are not lime haters
although they prefer a
neutral or slightly alkaline
soil. We have to
appreciate that the
delphinium will not thrive
equally well on every type
of soil unless appropriate
steps are taken to
improve the soil
condition. As gardeners
we know that it is always
possible to bring a soil up
to a suitable standard of
fertility and water retention by digging in good compost, manure, and fertiliser along
with adding a mulch to suppress weeds and to retain moisture during the growing
season.
The next Instalment will cover tips on cultivation.
The Delphinium Society Eastern Group will again have a stand in the NNHS flower
marquee at the Royal Norfolk Show. Do come and visit us. Maybe we can help you
from our experience of growing delphiniums.
Photo: National Collection of Delphiniums at Temple Newsam Park, in Leeds.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS Ian Roofe
On Tuesday 4th June 2013, we are planning a visit to two great gardens in the town
of Wisbech. First we go to Peckover House, a traditional merchants house and
garden now owned and managed by the National Trust. The garden, as it is seen
today, has a decidedly Victorian character and is justly celebrated as one of the
most important town gardens surviving from this period. Laid out by the Peckovers
from the early 19th century onwards, it has evolved over a long period of time in
response both to changes in gardening fashion and the family's taste. The
Peckovers were keen plantsmen and sought out new varieties and foreign species
of plants and trees, including one of the first Trachycarpus palms which is still
growing in the garden today. The gardens consist of varying rooms of lawns,
herbaceous borders, rose gardens, glasshouses and kitchen and cutting gardens.
Although compact in size there Is much of interest and of course a tea shop/
restaurant awaits you before we leave.
We then plan to move on to Elgoods brewery & Gardens, a 4 acre enclosed garden
sits behind the 200 year old brewery buildings adjacent to the River Nene.
The
grounds are made up of a tropical glasshouse, specimen trees and shrubs,
sweeping lawns, herbaceous plantings, meadows, a maze and much more. Walls
enclose this space to create microclimates for more interesting plants. Of course
there is a well-stocked plant centre, gift shop and places to get good food and
bottled beer. We leave Notcutts at 9.00am returning around 6.00pm. Cost is £23.50
per person and a booking form is within the centre pages.
On the Wednesday 26th and Thursday 27th June we have the Summer Show in
the floral marquees at the Royal Norfolk Show. This is our flagship show of the
year filling a large marquee with an array of stunning floral exhibits, delphiniums,
fruit, vegetables, sweet peas and seasonal trees and shrubs. We as a society also
arrange and implement the rest of the Flower & Garden show, so there is plenty to
be done. Forms for entries are in the centre pages and my contact details for
helping out with the show can be found on page seven.
On the evening of Tuesday July 2nd we have an evening at the President’s Garden
As many of you will know, Graham Robeson, co-creator of East Ruston Old
Vicarage is our president for this season. From 6.00pm members will be able to
spend the warm summer evening exploring the gardens at their leisure and, of
course, meet Graham and Alan. There will be canapés served around the garden
along with liquid refreshment. This is a great chance to see a revered garden in the
twilight hours, which is a privilege many do not get.
The gardens need no
introduction, but the finely landscaped 32 acres will inspire, delight and enlighten the
most experienced of gardeners. Cost is £7.50 and a booking form is in the centre pages.
On Sunday July 14th we have an afternoon visit to Horning Hall, the home of Ted
Brewster. A private residence, with gardens and grounds sweeping down to the
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broads with stunning views across to St Bennetts Abbey. The gardens consist of 3
acres of interesting themed areas including herbaceous borders, woodland garden,
arboretum, kitchen garden and terraces, fine lawns and exuberant planting. The
afternoon will consist of an introduction by the head gardener on the creation and
development, a chance to wander and explore, followed by afternoon tea. Along
with the fine summer weather it’s a great time to chat to other members and take a
wander down to the broad too. The garden is open from 2pm and entry cost is £5
per person including tea and cake. A booking form is in the centre pages.
The Southport Flower Show forms the basis for our long weekend break later in
the gardening season. This takes place from Friday August 16th - Sunday 18th
and will be a very enjoyable event, with garden visits, the show and excellent
accommodation included for the weekend.
The Southport flower show is located in Victoria Park and is within easy walking
distance of the town centre. It features stunning show gardens, the finest flower and
vegetable displays, specialist foods and books, celebrity guests and much more.
Along with this is a visit to Sheﬃeld Botanic Gardens, covering 19 acres and first
opened in 1836. Originally designed by Robert Marnock in the Gardenesque style,
the site now has fifteen diﬀerent garden areas featuring collections of plants from all
over the world, including Mediterranean, Asian, American prairie-style, woodland
and rock-and-water plantings. The National Collections of Weigela, Diervilla and
Sarcococca are sited here. The Gardens contain several listed buildings including
the restored Grade II* curvilinear Glass Pavilions, some of the earliest ever built,
which were oﬃcially re-opened by HRH The Prince of Wales on 1 September 2003.
To top the weekend oﬀ the high Victorian gardens of Biddulph Grange in
Staﬀordshire are our final destination. This amazing Victorian garden was created by
James Bateman for his collection of plants from around the world. The visit takes
you on a global journey from Italy to the pyramids of Egypt, a Victorian vision of
China and a re-creation of a Himalayan glen. The garden features collections of
rhododendrons, summer bedding displays, a stunning dahlia walk in late summer
and the oldest surviving golden larch in Britain, brought from China in the 1850’s. In
my opinion it is one if the finest examples of the high Victorian style, when
horticultural innovation was at its finest. Cost of the trip is £195 per person (there is
a single supplement of £40).
Join us on Saturday 7th or Sunday 8th September for the Early Autumn Show at
St Walstans Halls up at the Royal Norfolk Showground, our third show of the
season, which celebrates the beauty and bounty of the garden.
On Tuesday September 17th we gather at Hoecroft Plants, based at Severals
Grange, Wood Norton. Proprietor Jane Lister will give us an introductory talk on the
creation of the nursery and gardens, along with a tour of the display gardens.
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which give great inspiration for combining foliage and interesting flowers.
There will be tea and biscuits provided during the morning and, of course, a chance
to browse and purchase from the wide range of plants which Jane oﬀers. Starting
at 10.30am cost is £7.50 including tea and biscuits, a booking form is in the centre
pages. Hoecroft Plants is at Severals Grange, Holt Road, Wood Norton, Norfolk,
NR20 5BL Members will make their own way to the event.
On Thursday 3rd October Cambridge. Since its opening in 1846, Cambridge
University Botanic Garden has been an inspiration for gardeners, an exciting
introduction to the natural world for families and a refreshing oasis for all our visitors.
This heritage-listed garden has been designed for both year round interest and
seasonal inspiration so, whenever you visit, you will find plants to intrigue and
enchant. It will be a great time to see the gardens as we all tend to forget how
beautiful autumn gardens are, and overlook those plants which die with dignity
giving great autumn colour, seed heads and bright fruits. If the weather is inclement
there are plenty of glasshouses to look round, a café serving good food and being in
the city centre you can go oﬀ, if you wish, and explore many of the green spaces
which Cambridge has to oﬀer. We leave Notcutts at 8.30am, the cost being £17 per
person. A booking form is available in the centre pages.
Friday 18th October sees us hosting another RHS Regional lecture at the Open
Academy on the edge of Norwich. Last year we had an excellent evening with the
talented and lovely Bunny Guinness. This year is no exception. We are joined by
Neil Lucas, an ornamental grass specialist running Knoll Gardens and Nursery. Neil
is well known for his many Gold medals at the RHS shows and will be passing on
his knowledge on combining grasses in the garden and getting the best from them
to give your garden an explosion of movement and texture through the year. Tickets
are £7.50 for members and £8.50 for non members. A booking form is available in
the centre pages.
We end the NNHS year with the Late Autumn Show, held in St Walstan’s Hall at the
Norfolk Showground on Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th November. The season
goes out with a bang, with magnificent Chrysanthemums, fruits, vegetables, flowers,
trees and shrubs. Like all our shows there will of course be plant stands, vintage
tools, craft stalls, glass & Vases, the Tombola, plant identity quiz and of course
welcome refreshments.
So why not join us for what plans to be a busy, educational and inspirational
gardening year with the NNHS.

16

HANGING BASKETS AND CONTAINERS Ian Roofe
Many of us plant up containers and baskets, whether they are for flamboyant
seasonal displays or something more choice and permanent, here are a few pointers
to help you on the way.

•

Containers and baskets are great things to do and have in the garden, they
give the gardener the ability to grow a much wider range of plants because
you can choose the soil type you desire. They mean that you can get
instant colour in different parts of the garden, height up the walls and on the house.

•

Hanging baskets in particular can hold a variety of plants, not only pretty
little things, but trailing tomatoes, strawberries, herbs, alpines and even
trailing clematis.

•

Baskets are available in many diﬀerent materials, such as willow, rope,
dried leaves and posh plastic ones with water reservoirs in the bottom.
Wire baskets are the cheapest, but they need lining, an old sweater is the
best, but others are available in coir, wool, paper and astro-turf. Moss is
the most traditional, easy to get hold of from the lawn, but of course the
birds love it for nest building.

•

Choose a good quality multi-purpose compost, either peat based or peatfree, this will have all the nutrients in it to get the plants started, its light but
moisture retentive and friable. It’s a good idea to add some ‘Osmocote’
Pellets to the compost to give the plants an extra boost, water retaining
crystals which swell like jelly will retain and then release moisture as the
plants require it.

•

Choose plants for the centre of the basket which will give some height eg,
bush fuchsias, pelargoniums. A selection of trailing and semi trailing things
around the rim will soften the basket and hang over the edges. Nepeta
‘Variegata’ is great as it hangs down 3-4’, verbenas, surfinia petunias,
trailing fuchsias, ivy-leaves pelargoniums and bacopa will all look great.

•

If you are planting up your baskets now then keep them sheltered in a cool
greenhouse or a carport till the end of the month as the nights can still be cold.

•

While the baskets are growing during the season, keep them deadheaded
and a boost with some general tomato food will make you the envy of the street.

•

Tomatoes such as tumbler are great in baskets, put three in a 14” basket
along with a few marigolds and some basil it’s a great little mix, keeps the
pest oﬀ them and the kids away!
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•

New trailing clematis called ‘Bijou’ and ‘Filigree’ from Raymond Evison, will
trail across the basket and down the edges, brilliant hung in an apple tree.

•

In-terms of pots well you can’t beat some terracotta; it is available in all
diﬀerent styles, plain, glazed, Italian and English handmade. I prefer the
rich red of English hand thrown pots, classic. Terracotta is great as it
breathes and ages well. However this does mean that the roots of the
plants can dry out quite a lot so line your pots with an old compost sack
making sure that the drainage holes in the bottom are kept free. Fill the
bottom of the pot with a 2” layer of crocks or gravel. If you are planting up
with long term plants such as Dianthus, Buxus, Succulents or Acers then a
loam based compost such as John Innes No 3 would be the best thing as it
has lots of nutrients to it and a good structure.

•

Make sure the plants don’t dry out and water established plants well even if
it is raining as the leaves will shed most of the water.

•

You can top dress established plants each spring with bonemeal and fresh
compost.

•

Pans and bowls are ideal for growing alpines in, they require very well
drained soil and full sun. Having them in pots means that they can be put
up on tables to be appreciated close to. Fill the pots with a John Innes No
2 with added grit and mulch them with grit as they are planted.

PLEASE CONSIDER RECEIVING YOUR SOCIETY INFORMATION
AND NORFOLK GARDENER BY E-MAIL
SEND AN E-MAIL TO:

norfolkgardener@mereside.myzen.co.uk
so you can be added to the mailing list
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Biddulph Grange
See holiday to Southport Flower Show page 15

Patron H.R.H. The Prince of Wales

Coach Trip

Peckover House & Elgood’s Brewery Gardens
Tuesday 4th June 2013
leaving Notcutts at 9.00am

Please reserve ……...…place/s for this coach trip @ £23.50 per person.
NAME..........................................................................................................
ADDRESS...................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................
POST CODE.............................. TEL. NO...................................................
I enclose a cheque for £………………..........made payable to NNHS.
Please return this form & payment as quickly as possible to:Julia Srigley
3 Lake View
Holt Road
North Elmham
NR20 5JQ
Please enclose a S.A.E if you require receipt or confirmation.

Patron H.R.H. The Prince of Wales

SUMMER SHOW - ENTRY FORM
Wednesday 26th and Thursday 27th June, 2013
to be held in the Floral Marquee, Royal Norfolk Show
I wish to make the following entries in the Summer Show to be held on 26th and 287h June.
Staging from 3.00pm to 10.00pm Tuesday 25th June
Class Numbers: .........................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................
Signed ....................................................................(member/non-member)
Name ..........................................................................................................
Address ......................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................
Tel.No ..................................e-Mail ..........................................................
All entries are free

Please return this entry form by close of entries at
9.00pm on Sunday 23rd June to:Ian Roofe
Show Secretary
The Cottage
Blofield House
Woodbastwick Road
Blofield
NR13 4RW
Entries by phone: 01603 211565
e-mail: summershow8@googlemail.com

Patron H.R.H. The Prince of Wales

APPLICATION FOR LUNCH TICKETS
Royal Norfolk Show
26th & 27th June 2013
I would like to order tickets for lunch as follows:-

Wednesday 27th June
...................... Tickets for lunch at £10.00 each

Thursday 28th June
...................... Tickets for lunch at £10.00 each
Name ..........................................................................................................
Address ......................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................
Post Code .............................. Tel No ......................................................
I enclose a stamped addressed envelope and cheque payable to NNHS for
£………………......
Please return this form & payment by Friday 7th June 2013 to:Ian Roofe
Show Secretary
The Cottage
Blofield House
Woodbastwick Road
Blofield
NR13 4RW
Telephone: 01603 211565

Patron H.R.H. The Prince of Wales

An evening invitation to the

President’s Garden
The Old Vicarage East Ruston
Tuesday 2nd July 2013
6.30pm onwards
£7.50 (includes drinks and canapés)
Please reserve ……...…place/s for the above event @ £7.50 per person.
NAME..........................................................................................................
ADDRESS...................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................
POST CODE.............................. TEL. NO...................................................
I enclose a cheque for £………………..........made payable to NNHS.
Please return this form & payment by Tuesday 18th, June, 2013
Julia Srigley
3 Lake View
Holt Road
North Elmham
NR20 5JQ
Please enclose a S.A.E if you require receipt.

Patron H.R.H. The Prince of Wales

An Afternoon Garden Visit

Horning Hall
Sunday 14th July 2013
2pm onwards
Tea & cake included
Please reserve ……...…place/s for the above event @ £5.00 per person.
NAME..........................................................................................................
ADDRESS...................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................
POST CODE.............................. TEL. NO...................................................
I enclose a cheque for £………………..........made payable to NNHS.
Please return this form & payment by Sunday 30th, June, 2013
Julia Srigley
3 Lake View
Holt Road
North Elmham
NR20 5JQ

Please enclose a S.A.E if you require receipt.

Patron H.R.H. The Prince of Wales

Visit to:-

Hoecroft Plants
A talk and tour by Jane Lister
Tuesday 17th September 2013
at 10.30am
£7.50 (tea & biscuits included)
Please reserve ……...…place/s for this coach trip @ £7.50 per person.
NAME..........................................................................................................
ADDRESS...................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................
POST CODE.............................. TEL. NO...................................................
I enclose a cheque for £………………..........made payable to NNHS.
Please return this form & payment by Tuesday 3rd September, 2013
Julia Srigley
3 Lake View
Holt Road
North Elmham
NR20 5JQ
Please enclose a S.A.E if you require receipt.

Patron H.R.H. The Prince of Wales

Coach Trip

Cambridge Botanic Gardens
Thursday 3rd October 2013
leaving Notcutts at 8.30am

Please reserve ……...…place/s for this coach trip @ £17 per person.
NAME..........................................................................................................
ADDRESS...................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................
POST CODE.............................. TEL. NO...................................................
I enclose a cheque for £………………..........made payable to NNHS.
Please return this form & payment by Thursday 19th September, 2013
Julia Srigley
3 Lake View
Holt Road
North Elmham
NR20 5JQ
Please enclose a S.A.E if you require receipt.

Patron H.R.H. The Prince of Wales

RHS REGIONAL LECTURE

NEIL LUCAS
OF KNOLL GARDENS & NURSERY

Friday 18th October 2013
Tickets: £7.50 (NNHS & RHS members)
£8.50 (Non members)
Please reserve me……...…place/s for this event
FULL NAME(S)............................................................................................
ADDRESS...................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................
POST CODE.............................. TEL. NO...................................................
E-MAIL........................................................................................................
I enclose a cheque for £………………..........made payable to NNHS.
Please return this form & payment 4th October 2013:Julia Srigley
3 Lake View
Holt Road
North Elmham
Norfolk
NR20 5JQ
Please enclose a S.A.E for receipt.

Patron H.R.H. The Prince of Wales

Coach Trip
SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW
staying two nights at the Everglades Park Hotel
Friday 16th return Sunday 18th August 2013
Please reserve me/us……...…place/s for this coach trip @ £195.00 per person.
There is a single supplement of £40.
Please tick 1 box: Single Room

☐

Twin Room

☐

Double bedded

☐

FULL NAME(S).........................................................................................
ADDRESS...................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................
POST CODE.............................. TEL. NO...................................................
E-MAIL........................................................................................................
Please enclose deposit of £45 per person made payable to NNHS by 5th
July 2013. Balance due by 2nd August 2013.
Please return this form & payment as soon as possible to:Julia Srigley
3 Lake View
Holt Road
North Elmham
Norfolk
NR20 5JQ
Please enclose a S.A.E for receipt.

