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A Mask Of Happiness
There once lived a man who was disliked by everyone in his village.
He was surly and bad tempered. Passersby
avoided him on the street. He had no friends
and lived alone. One day the man visited the
village elder to complain about how people
treated him.
“I have a solution for all your problems,” the
elder said, and he went to a shell and pulled out a common germ
mask to cover the mouth. On the mask was printed a smiling face.
“This mask may look silly, but it will have a magic effect on people
who see it and it will transform your life.” The man sneered, but the
elder continued. “All you need to do is wear the mask for one week.
Nothing else."
The man grudgingly agreed. He put on the mask and began the
walk back to his home. Along the way, people smiled at him. Some
greeted him with a friendly nod. Occasionally someone inquired
about his day. At first, he just grunted at them. Then he started to
say hello back. At his house, he had a pleasant exchange with his
neighbor.

As the days passed, the man grew more astonished by the effect
the mask had on others. Because of the mask, the man began to
initiate greetings. The neighbor invited him to dinner. For the first
time ever, he was making friends.
He returned to the elder to give back the mask. "I have been invited
to my neighbor's house for dinner and I’m worried. I will have to
remove my mask and he will see my real face."
"Tell me, what happens to your real face under the mask when
people say hello, and wave, and stop to speak with you?"
The man thought and said, "I smile."
"How do you feel when you smile?"
"I feel great!”
"Remember this fact when you have dinner with your new friend,
and all will be well."

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.Facebook.com/MDREPros

We Want To Celebrate
Your Birthday With You!
Because we would love to celebrate your
birthday, we’ve created:

The MDREPros
Birthday Celebration!
And we want you to be a
part of it. It’s simple,
it’s easy and it’s a lot of FUN!
We have a few gift certificates for you to
redeem on your birthday that you can use at
one of our locate restaurants!

Get your birthday cake on us!
Simply do this now.
Text me at 301-418-8640 with
your name, email address and birthday
and I will send you a gift card to give you a
FREE BIRTHDAY Cake!
It’s really that simple!

URGENT:
May Special For Veterans!

Welcome To This Month’s Contest!

This Month's Quiz

April showers bring May flowers, but did you know that
85% of all plant life is found in....?
A. the Amazon rainforest
B.A.Denmark
Beagle
C.B.zoos
and botanical
Labrador
Retriever gardens
D.C.theScottish
oceans
Terrier
D.

Papillon

Go to www.MDREPros.com/monthly-contest.html
And enter the correct answer for this months contest!

If your a Veteran and thinking of
buying a home... contact me ASAP.
One of my lender friends is offering
NO LENDER FEES for Veterans that
apply for a loan in the month of May!
That's Huge! Go to
http://bit.ly/2KwUzFk.
Thank-you for your service!

Facing A Divorce? FREE Report Mistakes To Avoid When Going Thru A Divorce - www.MDDivorceMistakes.com

MDREPros Hot List For May 2018

www.10221CapitolView.com
1-844-776-1831 x 201

6 BD / 3 BA
Large Home / Fenced In Yard

www.437RedTulip.com
1-844-776-1831 x 206

3 BD / 1.5 BA
Move In Ready / New Fence

Mt. Airy

www.19212Longmeadow.com
1-844-776-1831 x 203

3 BD / 2 BA
Handicap Accessible

www.21680LeitersburgPike.com

1-844-776-1831 x 203

www.17York.com
1-844-776-1831 x 207

5 BD / 2 BA
Perfect Home Or Office

Reisterstown

3 BD / 3.5 BA
Perfect Home / Office / Shop

New Market

Put Your
House Here!
www.MDREPros.com

Home A Home Your Struggling To Sell? We Specialize In Difficult To Sell Homes - www.MDExpired.com

DNA—A New Fad?

FINANCIAL FOCUS

The number of people who have had
their DNA analyzed with direct-toconsumer genetic genealogy tests
more than doubled during 2017 and
now exceeds 12 million, according to
industry estimates.

Financial Gifts for
Your Adult Children

Genealogy services use DNA to tell
people what continents their ancestors are from and to locate family
members, including distant cousins.
Last week, the genealogy company
Ancestry.com, which is based in
Utah, announced that it has tested
more than seven million people. The
company’s customer rolls exceed
those of all competitors combined.
The second-largest player, 23andMe,
has tested more than three million,
followed by FamilyTreeDNA and
MyHeritage.
Most of those tested are in the US,
suggesting that around 1 in 25
American adults now have access to
personal genetic data—-a figure that
could spur a range of new genetic
analysis services, as DNA becomes a
commodity.
For example, the sheer number of
people who possess their own
genetic data could spur growth in
websites that offer to reanalyze it.
Companies like Habit and
Promethease will use the files to
provide a breakdown of people’s diet
or health risks--frequently with little
oversight from regulators. There's
even a Harvard University lab
scheme to link consumers’ genomes
to a new cryptocurrency.

Mother’s Day is almost here. If you’re a mother with grown
children, you might receive flowers, candy, dinner invitations or
some other type of pleasant recognition. However, you might find
that you can get more enjoyment from the holiday by giving, rather
than receiving. The longest-lasting gifts may be financial ones – so
here are a few moves to consider:
• Contribute to your child’s IRA. If your children have earned
income, they are eligible to contribute to an IRA, which offers tax
benefits and an almost unlimited array of investment options. You
can’t contribute directly to another person’s IRA, but you can write
your child a check for that purpose. This could be a valuable gift, as
many people can’t afford to contribute the maximum yearly amount,
which, in 2018, is $5,500, or $6,500 for those 50 or older.
• Give gifts of stock. You know your children pretty well, so
you should be familiar with the products they buy. Why not give
them some shares of stock in the companies that make these
products? Your children will probably enjoy being “owners” of these
companies, and if they weren’t that familiar with how the financial
markets work, having these shares in their possession may greatly
expand their knowledge and lead to an even greater interest in
investing.
• Donate to a charity in your child’s name. You might want to
donate to a charitable organization that your child supports. In
years past, such a donation might have earned you a tax deduction,
but the new tax laws, which include a much higher standard
deduction, may keep many people from itemizing. Still, it’s possible
for a charitable gift to provide you with a tax benefit, depending on
your age. If you’re 70½ or older, you must start taking withdrawals
from your traditional IRA and your 401(k) or similar employersponsored plan, but by moving the withdrawal directly to a qualified
charitable group, the money won’t count as part of your adjusted
gross income, so, in effect, you can get a tax break from your
generosity.
• Review your estate strategy. Like virtually all parents,
you’d probably like to be able to leave some type of legacy to your
children, and possibly your grandchildren, too. So, if you haven’t
already started working on your estate strategy, consider using
Mother’s Day as a launching point. At the very least, you’ll want to
write your will, but you may need much more than that, such as a
living trust, a durable power of attorney and other documents. And
don’t forget to change the beneficiary designations on your life
insurance and retirement accounts if you’ve experienced a major
life change, such as divorce or remarriage. These designations are
powerful and can even supersede whatever instructions you might
have left in your will. As you can guess, estate planning can be
complex, so you almost certainly will want to work with a legal
professional to get your arrangements in order.
Mother’s Day is a good opportunity for your children to show
their love for you, and you can do the same for them by helping
bolster their long-term security through financial gifts and legacy
planning.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by financial advisor Mat Tiahrt,
Hampstead, Maryland, 410-239-0859. mat.tiahrt@edwardjones.com

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.MDREpros.com

Laughter Corner:
I started a band called
999 Megabytes…
we haven’t gotten a gig yet.
***********************
You want to hear a pizza joke?
Never mind, it’s pretty cheesy.
***********************
What is the difference between
ignorance and apathy?
I don’t know, and I don’t care.
***********************
How did the hipster
burn his tongue?
He drank his coffee
before it was cool.
***********************
Learn sign language,
it’s very handy.
***********************
I wrote a song about a tortilla.

What Is Private
Mortgage Insurance
(PMI)?
When it comes to buying a home, whether it is
your first time or your fifth, it is always
important to know all the facts. With the large
number of mortgage programs available that
allow buyers to purchase homes with down
payments below 20%, you can never have too
much information about Private Mortgage
Insurance (PMI).
What is PMI? - Freddie Mac defines PMI as:
“An insurance policy that protects the lender if you are unable to pay your
mortgage. It’s a monthly fee, rolled into your mortgage payment, that is
required for all conforming, conventional loans that have down payments less
than 20%.. Once you’ve built equity of 20% in your home, you can cancel your
PMI and remove that expense from your mortgage payment.”
As the borrower, you pay the monthly premiums for the insurance policy, and
the lender is the beneficiary. Freddie Mac goes on to explain that:
“The cost of PMI varies based on your loan-to-value ratio – the amount you
owe on your mortgage compared to its value – and credit score, but you can
expect to pay between $30 and $70 per month for every $100,000 borrowed.”
According to the National Association of Realtors, the average down payment
for all buyers last year was 10%. For first-time buyers, that number dropped to
5%, while repeat buyers put down 14% (no doubt aided by the sale of their
homes). This just goes to show that for a large number of buyers last year, PMI
did not stop them from buying their dream homes.
Here’s an example of the cost of a mortgage on a $200,000 home with a 5%
down payment & PMI, compared to a 20% down payment without PMI:

Well actually, it’s more of a wrap.

THANK YOU for reading my

personal newsletter. I wanted to
produce a newsletter that has great
content and is fun and valuable to
you. Your constructive feedback is
always welcome.

AND…whether you’re
thinking of buying, selling or
financing real estate, or just want
to stop by and say “Hi,”
I’d love to hear from you…

Maryland Real Estate
Professionals
w/REMAX Realty Plus
301-831-5600 - O
301-418-8640 - C
Mark@MDREPros.com
www.MDREPros.com

The larger the down payment you can make, the lower your monthly housing
cost will be, but Freddie Mac urges you to remember:
“It’s no doubt an added cost, but it’s enabling you to buy now and begin
building equity versus waiting 5 to 10 years to build enough savings for a 20%
down payment.”
Bottom Line
If you have questions about whether you should buy now or wait until you’ve
saved a larger down payment, meet with a professional in your area who can
explain your market’s conditions and help you make the best decision for you
and your family.

Provided by: Dan Flavin, Sr. Mortgage Banker, 1st Financial, NMLS
112247, 3545 Ellicott Mills Drive, Suite B, Ellicott City, MD 21043
Dan@1atmc.com 410-935-3528

Are You A First Time Home Buyer? Start Here - www.MDFirstBuyers.com

Scientists Track Thoughts
Through The Brain
How does a thought travel through the brain? If
you’ve ever wondered that, neuroscientists think
they have an answer for you, as reported on the SciNews website.
A team of researchers
at the University of
California-Berkeley
recorded the electrical
activity of neurons
from the surface of
the brain in response
to a simple task like
repeating a word. They found that the brain’s visual
and auditory cortexes were first to react to the word,
and then the prefrontal cortex interprets it and supplies its meaning. The prefrontal cortex then coordinates all the other areas of the brain involved in the
response.

For a harder task, such as supplying the antonym of
a word, the brain takes several seconds to reply,
with the prefrontal cortex using other areas of the
brain like memory networks. The researchers noted
that the brain appears to prepare its motor areas to
respond very quickly—even before it knows what the
response will be—possibly explaining why people
sometimes speak before they think.

We Can Fix That
iQJEM - Smart Marketing Solutions For Your
JEM Of A Business!

www.iQJEM.com

What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

Perfect Caramelized Onions
Ah, ever-elusive perfect
caramelized onions. Just last
year, editors at Food52.com
set out to investigate the
mythic beast. As they said,
it’s not that caramelized onions are hard to come by, it's
just that making the perfect
ones at home can prove challenging.
But to see how long caramelizing really takes—
and what they look like along the way—the editors
caramelized three onions (in 1 tablespoon of butter and stainless steel pans) for 15, 30, and 60
minutes over medium-high heat. Whenever the
fond (those caramelized sugars that stick to the
bottom) started to build up, they deglazed with a
tablespoon of water, scraped up all of the flavorful
bits, and started the whole process again.
As they cooked, the onion volume reduced dramatically (after 60 minutes, three onions had
turned into about 1/2 cup of deeply caramelized
onion goo); the color changed from yellowish orange to a deep auburn; and what was onceastringent and watery turned candy-sweet and
butter-soft. With this method, there was no defying
time (and no outsmarting patience). But then
again, some cooks might consider the 30-minute
pan to be caramelized to perfection.

70 Is the New 30
As people age into their sixties and seventies, there is
an impression that they should have "made it by now."
Yet there is ample evidence that people may not
achieve their life goals until well into their upper years.
For instance, “Colonel” Harlan Sanders was 65 when
he began trying to license his chicken recipe, launching what would become Kentucky Fried Chicken.
These days, seniors often think less in terms of retirement and more in terms of "what else can I do?"
They’re starting businesses, writing first novels, and
building empires—acting much more like tricenarians
than septuagenarians.

First Time Home Buyer
Program!
Are you thinking of buying a home in 2018?
We are starting our 2018 First Time
Home Buying Jump-Start Program NOW!
We’ve helped 27 people get into their
first homes last quarter.
Don’t miss out and let’s get you into
YOUR new home in 2018!
The time to start preparing is NOW!
Contact Me Right Away To Get Started
Dan Flavin - 410-935-3528 Dan@1ATMC.com

“Life isn’t about finding yourself. Life is about
creating yourself.” —George Bernard Shaw
What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

WELCOME NEW CLIENTS
Here are some of the new clients who
became members of our “Real Estate
Family” this past month. I’d like to
welcome you!
Ebengo & Safranin P.
Nina D.
Christopher & Susie S.
for The Referral!
We love recognizing our wonderful new
friends and existing clients who are kind
enough to introduce their friends, family
and neighbors to us.

Do You Need A New Roof?
All roof replacement
$800 dollars off!
Do You Need Repairs Around The
House?
$125.00 Of All Repairs!
FREE Roof Inspections
C&T improvements, LLc
Tony Koverman
410-320-6814
www.ctimprovementspro.com

What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

