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The Mission of the United Methodist
Church is to make Disciples of Jesus
Christ for the Transformation
of the World.
Dear Congregation,
Greetings in the beloved Name of Jesus Christ. The Church at Corinth was embroiled in
spiritual debate and division during Paul’s life. He wrote at least two heartfelt letters to this
Church trying to help them resolve their problems. Part of the problem was the Church had subconsciously adopted a system of spiritual hierarchy. The best Christians received the greatest gifts
of the Holy Spirit. Class “B” Christians received less than the Class “A” group. They wrongly believed the gift of speaking in tongues was the greatest gift given to the best Christians. Paul wrote
in I Corinthians 14:19, “I would rather speak five words that people can understand than ten
thousand words in an unknown language”. I have often thought those five words are, “Ye must
be born again”. One could argue the theme of Paul’s message to the lost was simply based on Jesus’ words in John 3:7 “Marvel not that I said again unto thee, Ye must be born again”. Think
about the possibility that Paul preached all over the known world but could condense his message down to 5 words.
The year is passing before us. The Christmas displays are evident in the retail stores, some
have started Christmas shopping and families are setting their calendars for the season. Usually
somewhere around the end of October we sing our first Advent or Christmas hymn. We will likely
use Charles Wesley’s “Come, Thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free; from our
fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in Thee”. In a relatively few words Charles Wesley
was able to convey to the world his Christmas testimony. Let me suggest a challenge for each of
us. Try to write your Christmas testimony, your own Christmas carol, in 25 words or less. Be specific on how your heart was transformed by the Bethlehem experience. The birth of Jesus in you.
Explain how the incarnation, God becoming man, has changed your life. Deliberately make it short
and brief. Maybe some of you would like to share it with the congregation. It might not be easy.
While in seminary we were trained to reduce the sermon down to one sentence. We were
encouraged to make the point in one line and then expand that to 30 minutes. Many times I have
laid awake on Saturday night trying to figure out the exact point of the morning message. I ask
myself, “But what is the point?”. I encourage you to ask yourself that question this Christmas season and determine what is the point of Christmas for you? Blessings. Pastor George

“SACRED SPACE”
by Dr. Bill Harvey

“FRIEND”
My dictionary gives this definition of a friend; “one attached to another by
affection or esteem in a favored companion.” Who has been or is your best
friend? You are attached to this person by affection and esteem . You
treasure this friendship!
This dear friend can’t be with you all the time. What if you had a dear
friend that could? Well, you do! Jesus! Jesus says, “You are my friends… I
call you friends.” (John 15:14-15) With His Spirit in us, He is with us all the
time! Jesus says, “I myself will be with you everyday.” (Matt. 28:20) We
have a heavenly friend! So we sing, “What a Friend we have in
Jesus!” (Hymn No. 526) Begin every day by talking with your fiend in prayer.
Consult with Him though the day, for He is “the Way, the Truth and the
Life.” (John 14:6) Let us say in the wonderful Hymn No. 469,
“He’s My Friend!”

To My Church Family,
Please remember to keep the church office
up to date on changes to your address,
phone number and email!

I want to THANK YOU all for many Hugs,
Prayers and Thoughts in my time of need.
Thank you everyone!

Also, please keep us informed if you or a
family member is hospitalized. Due to the
privacy laws, it is now impossible to know
who is in the hospital. So, your help in this
will enable us to maintain visitation with
those that are in need!

Sherri Campbell & Family

We would like to THANK everyone who
donated to the Organ Fund! Our beautiful
Organ is PAID FOR!

And above all things have fervent love for one another,
for “love will cover a multitude of sins.”
1 Peter 4:8
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2019 Fellowship Meals
We are still in need of groups, committees or individuals to
sponsor the December fellowship meal. There is a sign up
sheet on the bulletin board across from the church office.
Please see Fred Bennett for details on how you can help!!

The church is looking for people interested in learning to
operate the Sanctuary sound system. If you are interested
and willing to learn the switches and dials involved in this
important mission, please contact the Church Office. We will
organize an in-service this fall to learn about it’s operation!
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Income

$21,594.34

$188,094.34
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Expense

$19,690.32

$168,505.99

Pantry
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The cost for dinner is:
$12 for adults
$8 for children 12-6
FREE for children 5 & under

Our beautiful and historic stained glass windows were in
danger of falling, due to rotting wood frames.
Restoration was a necessity.
To help with the expenses, a Fall Fundraising Dinner is
planned for Saturday, October 19th from 4—6 p.m.
The dinner menu is pork loin with caramel apple sauce,
potatoes, mixed vegetables, salad, rolls, pumpkin pie
and beverages.

In the Café will be a Silent Auction of fall silk
arrangements and a carved pumpkin contest for
children 12 and under (pumpkins entered must be
already carved). 1st prize will be $50 and 2nd prize
will be $25 dollars awarded by Brown Funeral
Home. There also will be a sale of items donated
by the congregation, of a value of $5 or more (no
clothes please). Please bring donations to the 3M
classroom near the Fellowship Hall.

It’ll be an evening of fun, fellowship, food and funds!
Invite your friends, family, neighbors and people who like to eat!
Saturday, October 19th from 4-6 p.m.

Annual Charge
Conference

Friendly Visitors is a group of caring
individuals that call upon and check
on our shut-ins and those that
otherwise need a visit. If you are
interested in this ministry, please
see Pastor George!

Charge Conference is scheduled for
Wednesday, November 6th at 6:30 p.m.
It will be held at Poland UMC.
Members of the Administrative Board
are encouraged to attend.

Next Meeting:
October 2nd @ 10:30 a.m.

Sunday, October 27th
The annual Faithful Hearts fall
bake sale is Sunday, October 27th.
It will be held before and after the
Sanctuary service that morning.
Please come for worship that
morning and take home a tasty
treat!

The SPRC committee will be meeting on Wednesday,
October 16th at 7 p.m. in the church library. We will
meet for an hour, then meet with the District
Superintendent. This is a very important meeting,
please make every effort to attend .

Attention Copeland Residents:
Please join Pastor George, on the 4th Wednesday of the
month, for a time of food and fellowship in the Terrace
Dining Room at 11:30 am. All residents of Copeland
affiliated with Salem First U.M.C. are invited to attend.

Thursday, October 31st from 5 to 6 p.m. (Before Parade)
We need a minimum of 10 trunks in the North Parking Lot. Trunk themes
should be Bible Story based or fall oriented. Set up begins at 4:30 p.m.
The sign-up sheet for the trunks will be on the bulletin board beginning
on September 30th. So, sign-up, be creative, and join this ministry!
The Christian Education Committee will be collecting candy for distribution
at this event. Look for the candy trunk in the Sanctuary.
Please see Nancy Miller for more information.

Pledge Drive
Pledge Sunday is planned
for Sunday, October20th .

The 2020 Pledge Cards will be in the mail
starting on October 18th . Please be in prayer
about your giving and bring your completed
pledge card to church on October 27th.

Sunday, October 27th
has been designated as Pastor
Appreciation Sunday. Cards and well
wishes will be received that morning. The
entirety of our pastoral staff will be
appreciative.
Please see Bill Sedlacek for more information!

All Services!
(Chapel 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary, 10:40 a.m. H.O.F. 11:00 a.m.)

Summer is coming to an end and it is time for all of us to come back
together. A strong kick-off in the fall sets the tone for the rest of the year.
Please make a special effort to help us get off on the right foot and be sure
to be with us on October 13th in the Chapel, Sanctuary or “Hearts on Fire”
in the Fellowship Hall.

Haunting All Widows
The Widows’ Group will be meeting Monday, October
28th in the church Café at 12 noon.
Lunch—Sloppy Jo’s, Chips, Cider & Donuts will be
provided! Halloween costumes optional!
It is that time of year!
Come join us , we’d love to hear your
“SPOOKY” story.
This is a Christian Fellowship group
and we do have FUN!
Hebrews 10:24-25

Pat Mosley

Community Thanksgiving Dinner
Salem Memorial Building
November 28, 2019
The donation lists will be posted on
October 27th. We need everything from
roasted turkeys to dinner rolls.
Please sign-up on the 27th to provide food
for this event. Servers are also always
welcomed.
Please see Nancy Miller for details on how you
can get involved in this annual ministry.

Café Non–Curmudgeon
We provide a space of fellowship of men
(all ages)

Sunday, October 20th
from 3-7 pm

Open every Tuesday 7:30-9:00 am
A light breakfast provided!

Join us at Fred & Yvonne Bennett’s house
(954 Georgetown Rd.)

Come join us in faith & fellowship!!

Brats, hotdogs (and buns!) and drinks provided.
Bring a chair and a side dish or dessert.
Hayride, bonfire, activities! and FELLOWSHIP!

Salem
Quakerfest
Saturday, October 12th
from 10 am—3 pm
Come find us at Quakerfest! We will be by
the music! Close to the Fitch, Kendall,
Cecil, Robinson & Barry Law Offices!
Come join us for Fall Fun, and
Community Fellowship!

Mark your Calendars for
Saturday, November 23rd!
Please see Chris Brown for
more information.

Our packing day during the Sunday School Hour will be
November 10th in the Fellowship Hall from 9:30 a.m. to
10:30 a.m. All Sunday School classes will be asked to
participate in this Sunday School wide collaboration. The
Christian Education Committee will provide a light breakfast
for this event.
Sign up lists for donated items will begin to circulate on
September 30th.

Let’s Get PACKING!

Ministries
October 2019
GREETERS
10/06
10/13
10/20
10/27

Ray & Dixie Yoder
Helen Guiler & Jean Dean
Roger & Karen Zeigler
Barb Brown & Martha Kirkpatrick

ALTER CHAIR
Becky Bartholow & Helen Guiler

ATTENDENCE FOR SEPTEMBER
8:30—49
8:30—42
8:30—48
8:30—39

ALTER FLOWERS
10/06 Reserved
10/13 Open
10/20 Reserved
10/27 Open
COFFEE HOUR HOST
10/06 Open
10/13 Men’s Group
10/20 3M Class
10/27 Open

10/06
10/13
10/20
10/27

NURSERY
Lisa Toy & Kathy Bennett
Cecelia Hrovatic, Linda Oesch, Kiersten
Schell & Kay Davidson
Lisa Toy, Samara Anderson &
Jenny Toporcer
Karen Zeigler & Jenny Toporcer

Substitutes: Mary Jo Kidd, Ellie Kidd & Samara
Anderson
READERS
8:30 Connie Sanor
10:30 Randy Keene
VAN DRIVERS
Steven Lutsch & Rich Beeson

Sunday, September 1, 2019
SS—73
10:30—82
11.00—40
Sunday, September 8, 2019
SS—86
10:45— 102
11:00—35
Sunday, September 15, 2019
SS—80
10:45—107
11:00—22
Sunday, September 22, 2019
SS—79
10:45—88
11:00—15

10/06
10/13
10/20
10/27

USHERS
Team #3—Shively (Communion)
Team #4—Guiler
Team #5—Peppel
Team #1—Schmidt

SECOND HOUR HELPERS
10/06 Barb Irwin
10/13 Janet Borders & Missy Iler
10/20 Lora Herbert
10/27 Lynn & Joe Popa

Pastor Joe Shelley, Amy Collins, Thelma Mittelbach (Randy
Keene’s Mother), & Sally Gale
Prayer concerns may be submitted by calling the church office at 330-337-9531 or email
office@firstumcsalem.org
If you have an urgent prayer request and want to activate the prayer chain, please let
Jenny in the church office know or contact Betty Milhoan.
Dear Salem FUMC’ers
Please consider receiving the Mirror electronically. It will save the Church the
expense of the paper, printing and postage. You can view the current and past
Mirrors on our website at www.firstumcsalem.org.
You may notify the office if you choose to do this, and give us your email
address by emailing us at office@firstumcsalem.org. Thank you!

Salem 1st United Methodist Church
244 S. Broadway Ave., PO Box 463 Salem, Ohio 44460
office@firstumcsalem.org
Phone: (330) 337-9531
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pdgeorge56@hotmail.com
Brian Schell, Youth Director
John Fitch, “Hearts on Fire”, Worship Pastor
Dave Sigman, Pastor of Visitation
Yvonne Bennett, Church Treasurer
Jenny Toporcer, Office Manager

Linda Peterson, Organist
Chris Brown, Director of Music
Rick Menough, Maintenance
Charles Ruble, Housekeeper

