NASSAU’S JEWISH
HISTORY PART 1
In the fall of 2014 Schodack Town Historian Diane Hutchinson was contacted by
a descendant of former local farmers for
assistance in locating some of the original
family property.
That simple request started a yearlong research study into the origin of Jewish immigrant farmers in the Schodack and
Nassau area. Coauthored by Kurt Vincent,
the completed study was presented to the
Nassau Synagogue this past December.
The short piece here is extracted from the
full study. The full study can be found online at www.Nassau12123.com
On Sunday, April 17, Ms. Hutchinson
and Mr. Vincent will present an illustrated
talk on the subject at 2 pm at Nassau Village
Hall. Admission is free and all are welcome.
Additionally on October 28-30, a
reunion of families and descendants is
planned. For further information please
contact either Fred Rheingold at leopoldrheingold@aol.com or Larry Fader at larryfader@comcast.net.
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All About Nassau
People, Buildings and Memories
by Kurt Vincent

ost of us have heard the expression “the American-dream,” the
classic rags-to-riches story of success and happiness won through
determination and hard work. Seldom is the story quite so simple, or
without dramatic twists and turns. Right here in southern Rensselaer
County, such a story took place in the first half of the Twentieth Century.
It started in New York City, when the tide of immigration was once
again changing the fabric of American life. Between 1880 and the start
of World War I, over two million Yiddish-speaking Ashkenazi Jews emigrated from Eastern Europe. Repeated Russian Czarist pogroms - antiJewish legislation and uprisings, occurred in places today known as Poland, Lithuania, Belarus, Ukraine, Bessarabia and Moldova making life
there intolerable. U.S. Census records indicate between the years 1880
and 1920 new immigrants from these areas rose from less than five percent of European immigrants to nearly fifty percent of all new arrivals.
With the number of new Jewish immigrants on the rise, earlier generations of German-born Jews already in America looked down on these
newcomers and saw themselves being outnumbered. Fearing this immigration would further stoke anti-Semitism, they worried that the Eastern Europeans would never assimilate into American life. In the 1890s,
Baron Maurice de Hirsch, considered to be one of the five wealthiest
Europeans at the time, established a philanthropic fund in New York City
to provide aid to recent Eastern European immigrants. In 1900 the Jewish
Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society was formed to provide monetary
assistance along with educational, social and cultural aid to single fami-

Pictured above, Isadore Krouner behind the plow
on his father’s farm. Older brother Solomon immigrated in 1904 followed by Samuel in 1907. Both
are found in the 1920 Census, one in Nassau and
the other just over the line in Schodack. Today’s
Camp Schodack is part of the original property.
Below a greeting card representing Lady Liberty
greeting Jewish immigrants at the gates of the U.S.

lies who were considered likely to
succeed on their own initiative.
On April 25, 1904 the first mortgage offered by the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society in
Rensselaer County was recorded in
Troy. On that day 44 year-old Abraham Wernick and his wife Golda received $200 to help purchase a 94
acre tract of land near East Schodack with an adjacent 8 acre woodlot. The Society would grant 356
mortgages until the final one was
granted in 1945. Over the next forty
one years, 262 mostly Jewish immigrants received financial assistance.
The majority of the property transactions were made in Schodack and
Nassau, but several were also granted
in East Greenbush and Stephentown.
In searching for the first Russian-born Jewish immigrants to
reside in the Nassau area, census
records provide the most information. In the year 1900, four farmers
– Jacob Levy, Abram and Hyman
Markovitz and Samuel Rosenburg
along with tailor John Meyers and
dry goods peddler Bennet Rosen
have taken up residence. By 1910,
29 families are listed, in 1920, 55
families, and in 1930, 79 families.
The forty years of Jewish immigrant farm settlement had mixed
outcomes. Over time many of the
initial aims of settlement were not
met. The settlers migrated away
from farming into more familiar
and traditional occupations. In some
cases, the settlers continued farming
on a smaller scale that required fewer resources. Others combined farming and commuted to cities such as
Albany to resume their former occupations. In still other cases they
left the area entirely and resumed
their previous lifestyles in major urban areas such as New York City or
cities in other parts of the country.

Upper left-The Jewish Farmer was a monthly
bilingual publication of the Jewish Agricultural
& Industrial Aid Society and primary source of
communication to the Society’s many members. Below, from January 1909 the incorporation of the Nassau farmer’s is noted in the Troy
Record with a period sign currently on display
in the Nassau Synagogue below. The Society
in 1908 describes the future potential of the
Nassau area (just below
left.) Above, a 1911 listing
of communities in New York
State that received Society
assistance. Nassau with
91 farmers is third largest
in the State. It’s interesting
to note the two larger areas
became in later years what
is known as the “Borscht
Belt,” and still maintains a
significant Jewish population.
Below, a 1950s era photograph of the Nassau Synagogue and Jewish Community Center. Located on
Albany Avenue, the center
recently celebrated its 100th
anniversary and remains
one of three former area
synagogues, the other two
were located in East Schodack and East Nassau.
Next month we’ll continue
with a look at the legacy of
this unique facet of Nassau’s
local history and trace some
of the families and business
that once call Nassau home.

If you would like to share your Nassau stories and/or pictures contact us at info@nassau12123.com or telephone Mr. Vincent at 766-2291.
We would love to include your material in a future edition.

