The President speaks...

On Thanksgiving Day we acknowledge our depend-
ence. ~William Jennings Bryan

I found this quote doing one of my favorite things, which is look-
ing for quotes that are really pithy wisdom statements or maybe a
new way of hearing an important daily living reminder. I liked it
right away because it made me pause for a moment.

I realized that dependence, not a sought after American ideal, is
imbedded in this uniquely American holiday. We have the Fourth
of July to celebrate our independence. Who needs to think about independence or de-
pendence on Thanksgiving?

There are so many people and things for which I am very grateful. To a greater or lessor
degree I am dependent on them as they add meaning to my life. Some of these I could
live without and not miss a beat. Some I could not. Some I could literally live without,
but my enjoyment of life might be considerably diminished. Being thankful implies a
relationship. To be in relationship implies dependence, independence and ideally inter-
dependence. (That is a topic for another time.) A simpler way to put it is that nothing
happens in isolation.

Part of what it means to be thankful is to be conscious of the gift, benefit or pleasure
received. Additionally, being thankful means expressing that consciousness, as well as
the gladness that accompanies the feeling of thankfulness. Genuine thankfulness re-
quires a bit more effort than I, and I suspect most of us, often take. Genuine thankful-
ness requires some pause and reflection about why a person, a thing, and event, a ges-
ture, an object, a specific period of time, a gesture of forgiveness, a second chance or
whatever it is, is meaningful for us.
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ELECTION PROCESS

Poage (betty]poage@gmall com). The actual voting will louder than words.
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Holiday Party

Saturday, December 9, 2017
Bring Yourself & Guests

At Lois Teeplesd H
2468 Indian Cove St 76108 |

Bring a dish to share; a gift for the gift basket, a smile on
your face

RSVP: Lois:817#793 3840
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Thanksgiving (continued from page 1)

Reflective thankfulness means that we acknowled

ge our vulnerability as human beings. Conscious thank-

fulness means we realize our connection with others. It seems too, that genuine thankfulness often has a
dance-like, reciprocal quality. We have given and taken. The other has given and taken. Those exchanges
imply dependence on the other to engage independent selves who are able to achieve an interdependence
that is greater than either or both. Whatever the focus of thankfulness has somehow benefited or given
meaning to more than one person, it seems we cand be thankful without somehow being dependent.

When you are pausing to give thanks, whether at a church service, with family and friends over dinner or in
a quiet moment, go a little deeper. Rather than list the people and things you are grateful for, pause for a
moment and become conscious of the meaning given and taken in the relational act of being thankful. If
you can, pause in the meaning and stay with it. My guess is hearts will expand a little and flow with grate-

fulness in ways not experienced.

May the gratefulness this year be conscious, your relationships deepened and the food your eat the best ev-

er! Happy Thanksgiving.
Olga Ferris, Pres

November Days to Celebrate

1 All Saint's Day
2 All Soul's Day
2 Deviled Egg Day
3 Housewife's Day
3 Sandwich Day
4 Book Lovers Day

ident

16 Button Day

16 Great American
Smokeout

16 Have a Party With Your Bear Day
16 International Tolerance Day

16 National Fast Food Day

17 Electronic Greeting Card Day

17 Homemade Bread Day

T RINg Tut Day

5 Gunpowder Day

5 Guy Fawkes Day

6 Saxophone Day

7 Bittersweet Chocolate with Almonds Day
7. U.S. General Election Day —

8 Cook Something Bold Day

8 Dunce Day

9 Chaos Never Dies Day - you've got that right
10 Forget-Me-Not Day

10 USMC Day

11 Veteran's Day

12 Chicken Soup for the Soul Day
13 Caregiver Appreciation Day

13 National Indian Pudding Day
13 Sadie Hawkins Day

13 World Kindness Day

14 Operating Room Nurse Day

14 World Diabetes Day

14 Young Readers Day

15 Clean Your Refrigerator Day
15 America Recycles Day

15 National Philanthropy Day
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17 Take A Hike Day

17 World Peace Day

18 National Adoption Day -

19 Have a Bad Day Day

20 Absurdity Day

20 Beautiful Day

20 Universal Children's Day

21 False Confession Day

21 World Hello Day

22 Go For a Ride Day

23 Eat a Cranberry Day

23 National Cashew Day

23 National Espresso Day

23 National Tie One On Day

23 Thanksgiving - Eat, drink, and be thankful.
24 All Our Uncles are Monkeys Day
24 Black Friday - Friday after Thanksgiving
24 Buy Nothing Day -

24 You're Welcome Day -

24 Evolution Day

25 National Parfait Day

26 Shopping Reminder Day

27 Pins and Needles Day

28 French Toast Day

28 Make Your Own Head Day

28 Red Planet Day

29 Square Dance Day
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http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/deviledeggsday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/housewifeday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/sandwichday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/August/bookloversday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/kingtutday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/guyfawkesday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/guyfawkesday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/saxophoneday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/bittersweetchocolateday.htm
http://holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/election-day.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/cooksomethingboldday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/dunceday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/chaosneverdiesday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/forgetmenotday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/usmcday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/veteran.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/csftsday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/caregiver-appreciation-day.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/indianpuddingday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/sadie.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/worldkindnessday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/operatingroomnurse.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/world-diabetes-day.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/youngreadersday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/cleanrefrigeratorday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/americarecyclesday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/philanthropyday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/buttonday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/greatamericansmokeout.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/greatamericansmokeout.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/partybearday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/international-tolerance-day.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/national-fast-food-day.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/electronicgreetingcard.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/homemadebreadday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/takeahikeday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/worldpeaceday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/adoptionday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/haveabaddayday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/absurdityday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/beautifulday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/children.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/falseconfessionday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/worldhelloday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/goforarideday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/eatacranberryday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/cashewday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/national-espresso-day.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/tie-one-on-day.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/tday/index.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/evolution-day.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/blackfriday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/buynothingday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/yourewelcomeday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/evolution-day.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/parfaitday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/shoppinreminderday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/pinsandneedles.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/french-toast-day.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/November/makeyourownhead.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/redplanetday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/squaredanceday.htm




