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CITY OF TACOMA
Neighborhood Council Report

CITY MANAGER MEETS WITH NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCILS TO
DISCUSS BUDGET PRIORITIES, LISTEN TO COMMUNITY
MEMBERS
As part of the City of Tacoma’s process to develop the 2019-2020 Proposed Biennial Budget, City
Manager Elizabeth Pauli and other senior leadership staff will attend Neighborhood Council
meetings in August and September 2018. At these meetings, they will discuss the City’s budget
priorities and listen to community members share their thoughts on what they would like the
City to focus on over the next two years. Council members will also be holding town halls across
Tacoma in October to hear directly from citizens. The schedule of town halls can be seen on
page 5.
New Tacoma
Sept. 12, 5:30 p.m., People’s Community Center (1602 MLK Jr. Way)
Eastside
Sept. 17, 6:30 p.m., Stewart Heights Park Building (402 E. 56th St.)
Assistant City Manager Tadd Wille will be attending in lieu of City Manager Elizabeth Pauli.
South End
Sept. 17, 7 p.m., Firehouse 8 (4911 S. Alaska St.)
South Tacoma
Sept. 19, 6:30 p.m., STAR Center (3873 S. 66th St.)
Assistant City Manager Tadd Wille will be attending in lieu of City Manager Elizabeth Pauli.
West End
Sept. 19, 7 p.m., Firehouse 16 (7217 6th Ave.)
Northeast
Sept. 20, 6 p.m., Center at Norpoint (4818 Nassau Ave. NE)
More information about the City’s process to develop the 2019-2020 Proposed Biennial Budget is
available at cityoftacoma.org/budget.
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CELEBRATE OPEN STREETS AT SCHOOL ZONE BEACONS
THE DOWNTOWN TO
WILL START FLASHING
DEFIANCE EVENT SEPTEMBER 9 SEPTEMBER 6
On Sunday, September 9, from 9 AM to 2 PM

Drivers in the Tacoma area are asked to be

the City of Tacoma and Metro Parks Tacoma

aware that school zone beacons will start

will host the sixth annual Downtown to

flashing on Thursday, September 6, 2018,

Defiance event. This free, family-friendly

even if Tacoma Public Schools are not in

event opens almost seven miles of Tacoma’s

session. Beacons will continue normal

waterfront to human-powered

operation according to the original schedules

transportation.

provided by the school district.

The event runs along the Thea Foss Waterway

Staff in the Public Works Signal and

and Commencement Bay, from downtown

Streetlight Shop spent weeks programming

Tacoma at South 21st Street Park at the Foss

approximately 60 school beacon systems in

Waterway Esplanade, along Dock Street,

preparation for the start of school, including

Schuster Parkway, and Ruston Way to the end

late starts and early releases which can vary

of the Waterwalk near Point Defiance Park.

by school. In addition, older beacons require

Participants are invited to join the event at

individual site visits all over the city to

any point and travel as far as they choose,

modify the programming. The City would like

with many opportunities to stop and enjoy

to stay on the side of caution and would

food trucks, kayaking, electric bike test rides,

rather have beacons flashing when children

bubble soccer and many other activities

are not present than have no beacons

along the way.

flashing when they are present.

At the event, participants can visit one of the

As a reminder, private schools will still be in

registration booths to receive a schedule of

session, and drivers should slow down and

the day’s events. Kids can track their park

use caution in all school zones.

visits with the new Parks Passport for a
chance to win prizes. For more information
on where to join the course or to pre-register
today, visit DowntowntoDefiance.com or call
(253) 591-5380.
The event is sponsored in part by U.S. Bank,
Puyallup Watershed Initiative’s Active
Transportation Community of Interest, and
Pierce Transit. This event is part of the City’s
Green Events Program and with
environmental sustainability in mind
recycling stations and water fountains will be
provided to limit waste from disposable
plastic bottles.
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PARK(ING) DAY 2018
An international day of turning passive urban
parking stalls into active mini-parks filled with
people, plants, music, art, and games comes to
downtown Tacoma on Friday, Sept. 21 from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.
Local businesses, organizations, and residents
will showcase their creativity by transforming
more than 35 park(ing) spaces into interactive
parks along Pacific Ave. between S. 7th St. & S.
17th St. This international event, in it’s ninth
year in Tacoma, calls attention to the need for
more urban open space and challenges people
to rethink the way they use their streets.
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CITY
COUNCIL
MEETINGS
EVERY TUESDAY AT 5PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS
747 MARKET STREET, TACOMA, WA

Tacoma’s PARK(ing) Day organized by
Downtown On the Go, is sponsored by BLRB
architects and Metro Parks Tacoma.
2018 Highlights
Walk Tacoma PARK(ing) Day Walk: Free walk
event at noon led by architect Seong Shin, and
sponsored by Spaceworks Tacoma, starting at
Tollefson Plaza at S.17th St. & Pacific Ave.
PARK(ing) Day Passport: Maps and passports

MURRAY MORGAN BRIDGE
UPDATE
Tacoma Power is upgrading its power lines attached
to the Murray Morgan Bridge. This work will support
economic development in Tacoma’s downtown
Central Business District and waterway revitalization
along Dock Street. The work will impact traffic on the
bridge.

will be available at all of the parks. By visiting
five or more parks and turning in the completed
passport, visitors will be entered into a drawing
for downtown gift certificates and prize
baskets.
Food Trucks: Event food trucks will be located
on Pacific Ave. between S. 11th St. & S. 12th St.

CITIZENS'
FORUM

NEXT ONE ON
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 11, 2018
AT 5PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
747 MARKET STREET, TACOMA, WA

BRIDGE CLOSURE INFORMATION
August 18 to the end of September, the bridge will be
open to one lane of traffic.
- Flaggers will direct traffic to maintain flow.
- Vehicles will need to take turns across the bridge in
either direction using one lane.
- The sidewalk will remain open for two-way
pedestrian traffic on the accessible side during this
time.
Boats that need the bridge lifted to pass beneath it will
continue to gain passage by providing the standard
two-hour notice.
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SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOLS
The City of Tacoma has created a Safe Routes
to School (SRTS) program to promote safer
walking and bicycling routes for K-12
students. With this program we hope to
empower students and parents to feel
comfortable walking or bicycling to school,
which in turn should encourage children to
lead more active and healthier lifestyles.
You can find out more about the program at
www.saferoutesinfo.org

Education - A key piece to the SRTS program
is education within the community. Efforts
are made to reach out to families informing
them of various transportation choices,
walking and biking safety skills and driver
safety campaigns.
Engineering - As a result of the evaluation
process, some of the concerns that come to
light are related to the design of streets and
intersections as well as the lack of sidewalks
or crosswalks in certain areas. Engineering
addresses the physical environment around

The City has worked with the community to
build a comprehensive Safe Routes to School
program which uses these six key elements:
Equity - Equity is a consideration for all SRTS
activities, ensuring that all residents have
access to and can take advantage of the
resources provided through the program. This
includes low-income and multi-cultural
communities. .

schools to create safe and accessible places
for walking and biking.
Encouragement - Ongoing special events and
programs help to encourage parents and
children to walk, bike or skate to school.
Some current programs include Walk or Bike
to School Day, Walking School Bus and Park
& Walk to school.
Enforcement - Safer traffic conditions help
parents to feel comfortable about their
children walking and biking to school.
Enforcement can work to ensure that traffic
laws are obeyed in school vicinity using
various methods, including enforcing traffic

Want to
receive the
City Council
agenda every
week?

TO RECEIVE THE
CITY COUNCIL
AGENDA BY E-MAIL
EVERY WEEK,

violations, enforcement of speeds and
yielding to pedestrians in crosswalks.
Evaluation - In order to implement and build

PLEASE E-MAIL

upon our SRTS program, data collection

CITYCLERK@CITYOF

using various methods such as surveys of

TACOMA.ORG

parents, student in-class tallies and other
effective strategies is important.

CONTACT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL LIAISON WITH
ANY SUGGESTIONS, FEEDBACK OR QUESTIONS
Liaisons can help you connect with the right city staff to address your issues or concerns
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