
 

 

 
                BETHANY 

  United Methodist Church 

    116 Summerhill Avenue 

Berwick, Pennsylvania  18603 

Worship Services 

 8:30 amðTraditional Worship 

 9:45 amðSunday School for all ages 

11:00  amðPraise Service 

BETHANY BEACONBETHANY BEACONBETHANY BEACON    

Mission Statement:  We are a Beacon for Godð 

Helping people to see, to accept and to grow in the light of Jesus Christ 
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{ƛƳǇƭŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

! bƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ tŀǎǘƻǊ {ǘŜǾŜ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǇŜŜǊ ƳŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ όǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘύ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ά{ƛƳǇƭŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ 

ōȅ ¢ƘƻƳ wŀƛƴŜǊΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻǇƘƛǎǝŎŀǘŜŘΣ ƭƻƻƪ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜΦ aƻǎǘ ƻǳǊ 

ǎƳŀǊǘǇƘƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜƻǊȅΦ !ƴ ƛtƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ 

ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ȅŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀǧŜǊ ƻŦ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ōǳǧƻƴ ƻǊ ǇƭǳƎƎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊ 

ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŬƴƎŜǊ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƻƴŜ 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎǎΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦΦ 

.ŜǘƘŀƴȅ ¦a/ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƴƻǿΥ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ ōŜŀŎƻƴ ŦƻǊ DƻŘτƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǇŜƻπ

ǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΣ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ L ƘŀǾŜ ǿǊŜǎǘƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƳŜŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜŘ ƛǘΦ 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ ōŜŀŎƻƴ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ-- 

IŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΦ 

IŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ {ŀǾƛƻǊΦ 

IŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ  

¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ DƻŘϥǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŜ ǎŜǊǾŜΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎǘŀǝƴƎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊΣ WƻƘƴ ²ŜǎƭŜȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ 

ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ƧǳǎǝŦȅƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƴŎǝŦȅƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǝǾŜƭȅΦ 

tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŀǎ ŀ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 

ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜΣ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ŎƻǾŜǊΦ hǳǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ 

Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ hǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǎŜŜΣ ŀŎŎŜǇǘΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŜŀǊ ƻǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƊŜƴ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǝǊŜǎƻƳŜΣ 

ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛǘ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ {ƛƳǇƭŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜ ǎƻƻƴ 

ŦƻǊ aŀǧƘŜǿ нуΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǝƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ŀ ǳƴƛŬŜŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ 



 

 

BETHANY STAFF 
Rev. Stephen Portner, Pastor 

    Office 570-752-2576 

    Home 570-752-6113 

    Fax: 570-759-1396 

     sgportner@pa.metrocast.net 

Mrs. Connie Wech, Administrative Assistant  

   Office 570-752-2576 

  Fax: 570-759-1396 

             bumc@pa.metrocast.net 

Mrs. Angel Kishbaugh, Lay Assistant 

    Home: 570-752-2256 

Mrs. Cristie Bacher, Bethany Blessing Director 

   Office: 570-752-6282 

Mr. Roland Kline, Custodian 

    Home: 570-752-2940 

Mr. Jared Pierce, Custodian 

     

Mrs. Sally Miller, Bells/Choir Director 

        Cell: 570-759-8892 
 

Mrs. Marlene Eckrote, Pianist 

Mrs. Sarah Hazlett, Praise Team Leader 

Mrs. Cheryl Wynings, Treasurer 
 

Website:  www.bethanyberwick.org 

ñLikeò us on Facebook! 
  

 

DƻŘ .ƭŜǎǎ aƻƳΦ 

! aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ [ƻǾŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ    
ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ 

 

рκлм IƻǇŜ IŀǊŘƛƳŀƴΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ [Ŝƛōȅ 

рκлн IŀƎŜƴ /ŀǊǊƻƭƭΣ 5ƻǊƛǎ {ŜǿŀǊŘ 

рκло  9Ƴƛƭȅ .ƻǿŜǊΣ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ .ƻǿŜǊΣ ¢ŜǊǊƛ ²ŜƭŎƘ 

рκлп .ǊŀŘƭŜȅ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎ 

рκлр !Ƴȅ .ŀƴŘƛŎǎΣ Wƻŀƴ YƛǎƘōŀǳƎƘΣ Dǿȅƴ bƻǊƻǎƪƛΣ 

 aŀŎƪŜƴȊƛŜ {ǳƭǘ 

рκлс CǊŀƴƪ /ǊŀȅǘƻƴΣ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ CƻǊŎŜΣ DǊŀȅŎŜ /ƻƴǎǳƭƳŀƴ 

рκлт {ŀƭƭȅ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ !ƴƴŀƭƻǳƛǎŜ wƛǾŜƴōŀǊƪ 

рκлф !ƭȅǎŀ [ŜǿƛǎΣ WŀƴŜƭƭŜ ²ŜƭŎƘΣ {ŀƴŘǊŀ ²ƘƛǘƳƛǊŜ 

рκмл WƻƘƴ Cǳƭǘƻƴ LLL  

рκмм /ǊƛǎǝŜ .ŀŎƘŜǊΣ WŀǊƻŘ aŀǊƛƴƻΣ {ǘŀŎŜȅ hǎŜǾŀƭŀΣ  

 5ƻǊƻǘƘŜŀ tŜǘŜǊǎ  

рκмн WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ ²ŜŀǾŜǊ 

рκмо wƻȅ CƻǊŎŜΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ wƛǾŜƴōŀǊƪ 

рκмр /ŀǊǎƻƴ YŜƭƭŜǊ 

рκмс .ŀǊōŀǊŀ CŜƴǎǘŜǊƳŀŎƘŜǊ 

рκмт /ŀƳŜǊƻƴ 5ŜǊǊ 

рκму !ƴƴŜ {ƘŜƭƘŀƳŜǊ 

рκнл 5ŀƴƛŜƭ IŀǊƳƻƴΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΣ !ǊǊƛŀƴƴŀ {ŎƘǳŎƪŜǊǎ 

рκнм aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ 5ƛǇƛǇǇƻ 

рκнн    /ƻƭƭƛƴ .ǊŜƴƴŜǊΣ {ŀǊŀ WŀǊǊŜǧ 

рκно !ƳōŜǊ IǳƴǎƛƴƎŜǊΣ !ƭȅǎǎŀ ²ŜƭŎƘ 

рκнп YŜƭƭƛŜ ²ƻƧŎƛŜŎƘƻǿǎƪƛ 

рκнр aŀǊƪ DǊŀǎƭŜȅ 

рκнс 5ŀƴǘŜ 9ȅŜǊΣ [ƻƎŀƴ 9ȅŜǊΣ 5ƻƴƴŀ CǊŀƴƪŦƻǊŘΣ 

 Wƻŀƴ IŀǊƳƻƴΣ .ŀǊǘƻƴ IƻǳƎƘΣ !ƭ YƭŜŎƪƴŜǊ 

рκнф WŜũǊŜȅ .ŜƴƪƻΣ !ǎƘƭŜȅ ²ƻƧŎƛŜŎƘƻǿǎƪƛ 

 рκол .ǊŀŘƭŜȅ YƛǎƘōŀǳƎƘ 

 рκом  /ƘŜȅŜƴƴŜ .ŜŜǊȅ 

 

Heavenly Showers 

 
All Godôs blessings go 

together, like links in a 

golden chain. If he gives 

converting grace, he will 

also give comforting 

grace. He will send 

ñshowers of blessing.ò 

Look up today, O 

parched plant, and open 

thy leaves and flowers 

for a heavenly watering. 

 

ðCharles H. Spurgeon 

Beacon    The next Beacon is the June 2016 

issue and articles are due no later 

than Monday, May 16th.  The 

Beacon will be available on 

Thursday,  May 26th at the 

Church. 

An Electronic Copy will be posted on the website  

at www.bethanyberwick.org.  

mailto:bumc@evenlink.com


 

 

"Blessed are those who are generous, because they feed the poor."  

Proverbs 22:9  

 

 Dear Bethany United Methodist Friends,      March 1, 2016 

Beyond Violence, Inc. would like to take this time to send a special Thank You for your generous 

food donation.  No donation is taken for granted.  With your donation, Beyond Violence is able to 

keep its doors open and provide basic needs for families who may have little to nothing in addition to 

shelter.  The donations provided by yourself, and so many others, offer individuals and families a 

second chance at life.  Too  often, we take for granted things like clean clothes or hygiene products.  

With your support we are able to provide basic needs for those who walk through our doors.  We 

didnôt want to pass up an opportunity to express our sincerest thanks for all that you do. 

 Sincerely,  Jennifer Frantz, Executive Director 

 

 Dear Friends of AGAPE, 

Thank you for supporting our ñThanks for Givingò event.  Because of people like you, we are able to 
help people in our community.  

  Thank you again.            AGAPE ñThanks for Givingò Team 

 

 

 Dear Friends,          March 16, 2016 

Beyond Violence, Inc. would like to send a special ñThank You!ò for your generous $150.00 dona-

tion.   Congratulations on being a Silver Member of Beyond Violence, Inc..  No donation is taken for 

granted and is essential to keeping Beyond Violenceôs doors open and the necessary sheltering and 

counseling services available to our community. 

Healing, recovery and peace begin with you and your donation for victims of domestic violence and 

sexual assault.  We didnôt want to pass up an opportunity to express our sincerest thanks for all that 

you do. 

 Sincerely,  Jennifer Frantz, Executive Director 

 

 Dear Bethany Friends, 

There are not enough words to express the thanks we have for all the prayers, phone calls and vis-
its through this difficult time.   

Bethany people are truly a blessing. 

In His Love,  Edna and Tom McClintock 

 

Thanks so much, friends, for your partnership with us!  May the power of Christôs resurrection en-
courage your hearts today. 

 Blessings--  Carole, and for Pete 

 

 Dear Bethany Family, 

Thanks for the thoughts, prayers and well wishes during my recent surgery.  We are truly blessed to 
be surrounded by such amazing, thoughtful and caring people.   

 Gods Blessings and Peace.  Christy, Keith and Jayson Hess 

Faith and love  

 

The two chief things are faith and love. Faith receives the good; love gives the good. 
Faith offers us God as our own; love gives us to our neighbor as his own.  
ðMartin Luther 



 

 

METHODIST HISTORY & HERITAGE 
 

ALDERSGATE DAY 
Aldersgate Day is celebrated on May 24 (or the Sunday closest) to commemorate the day in 1738 when John 

Wesley experienced assurance of his salvation.  Wesley reluctantly attended 

a group meeting that evening on Aldersgate Street in London.  As he heard 

a reading from Luther's Preface to the Epistle to the Romans, he felt his 

"heart strangely warmed."   Wesley wrote in his journal that at about 8:45 

p.m. "while he was describing the change which God works in the heart 

through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in 

Christ, Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given me that He 

had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and 

death." 

 

Charles Wesley, only a few days before, had also had a conversion experience in the same place. The building 

where the meetings took place no longer exists. Aldersgate Street has been shortened by common Methodist 

usage to simply Aldersgate. The word has come to represent both the place and the experience. 

 
 

THE CROSS & FLAME 
 

The history and significance of the Cross and Flame emblem are as rich and diverse as 

The United Methodist Church. The insignia's birth quickly followed the union of two 

denominations in 1968: The Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren 

Church. 

 

Following more than two dozen conceptualizations, a traditional symbolðthe crossðwas linked with a single 

flame with dual tongues of fire. The resulting insignia is rich in meaning. It relates The United Methodist 

Church to God through Christ (cross) and the Holy Spirit (flame). The flame is a reminder of Pentecost when 

witnesses were unified by the power of the Holy Spirit and saw "tongues, as of fire" (Acts 2:3). 

 

The elements of the emblem also remind us of a transforming moment in the life of Methodism's founder, John 

Wesley, when he sensed God's presence and felt his heart "strangely warmed." The two tongues of a single 

flame may also be understood to represent the union of two denominations. 

 

The insignia, one with lettering and one without, was formally adopted by the General Conference in 1968 and 

registered in 1971 with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.  
Source:  www.umc.org the website of the United Methodist Church 

Brothers John & Charles Wesley 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ      

ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǎƻ     

ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ   

   ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘΦ 

http://www.umc.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiR3fia5JHMAhXOQD4KHeDTA6QQjRwIBw&url=http://www.kendallharmon.net/t19/index.php/t19/article/64028/&psig=AFQjCNG5dN4G2VWzoy-fJA52OH0biuJjTg&ust=1460848856020045

