[image: Image result for eye roll emoji]What is stewardship and why do we KEEP       bringing it up!?
Stewardship is NOT a topic we all like to talk about, but it IS an important part of being the Church in the world. So, what IS stewardship? The essential meaning of stewardship is that the steward [us] holds and administers property on behalf of another [God]. Psalm 24 reminds us, “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it.”
As the Church, the body of Christ in the world, we claim that God is the one who bestows upon us all that we have - every gift, every possession, even the breath of life.
 We are stewards of God’s gifts freely given to us; that make up who we are and all that we have. To put it plainly, against everything society tells us, every good thing we have, both inwardly and outwardly, are not actually our possessions, but rather God’s possessions.
Caring begets caring, love begets love, giving begets giving. We give as God has first given to us. Our daily lives are full of stewardship - every time we use our gifts, offer our time, and participate in any activity that helps take care of our environment and our neighbors, near and far, we are stewarding God’s creation, God’s very gift of life itself, and everything that makes up our individual lives. 
[image: http://d2trtkcohkrm90.cloudfront.net/images/emoji/apple/ios-10/256/church.png][image: Related image][image: Related image]When we steward God’s gifts we are participating in the inbreaking of the kingdom of God on earth – we are living out our kingdom responsibility as CHRISTians who believe the body of Christ in the world DOES make a difference and that difference DOES bring about a new  reality - a reality that IS the kingdom of God on earth.


[bookmark: _GoBack]*For more information please read Rev. Dr. Craig Nessan’s book: Beyond Maintenance to Mission
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