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How can you maximize forage quality?
What can be done to improve quality?
The major things that affect forage quality
are stage of maturity at harvest and proper
harvesting and storage of the forage crop.
Make sure to continue to evaluate the stage
of maturity of your forage crops and be ready
to harvest as soon as the opportunity arises
when the forage crop has reached the optimal
stage of maturity. If you harvest your own
forage crops, have all of your equipment
available and working ahead of harvest time.
Make sure you have employees available and adequately trained to do the harvesting
prior to the start of harvesting. If you custom hire harvesting of forage crops, be in
contact with your custom harvester about details related to harvesting your forage crops.
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adequately to remove as much air as possible to aid with the anaerobic fermentation
process that forage goes through after it has been ensiled. Covering bunker silos and pits
with a cover that will keep the top of the silage stack away from weather exposure and
air will help preserve the quality of the silage.
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There are other things that can be done to enhance forage quality. Choose varieties of forage that have
been tested to be superior in forage quality compared to it’s counterparts (primarily look at crude protein and fiber levels and digestibility estimates for grasses and legumes and add starch to the evaluation
when looking at corn silage or other grain silages). However, when evaluating varieties of forages for
enhanced quality, don’t forget to look at yield estimates to make sure you avoid varieties that will substantially reduce yield. Evaluate the quality of your alfalfa stand. If you are starting to see weeds or native varieties of grass appear in substantial amounts, the quality of the alfalfa stand will decline. Pay
attention to soil fertility, and make sure that the nutrients needed to grow the forage crop are present in
the proper concentration in the soil prior to planting, prior to the initiation of a new growing season,
and throughout the growing season as necessary.
Pay attention to the details and plan accordingly. Set time aside this spring to evaluate your forage crop
program. Look for ways to improve upon what you are currently doing. Ask your nutritionist, agronomist, veterinarian, forage seed providers, and other industry professionals (such as university professionals) for information and guidance about your forage crops. Going into this growing season prepared and with some attention put aside to evaluate your forage program will pay off!
Lynn VanWieringen and Fred Muller
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