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Dear Congregation,
The Book of Job details the agonizing journey of one man from religion to faith. Job is a
man that follows the rituals and sacrifices of his religion. He believes he is saved by his good
works so he is emotionally and spiritually devastated when bad things happen to him. It
doesn’t fit his theology. Job is crying out to God, “Why?” and God responds, “Just trust Me”.
Job grows into faith. He cries out for a Mediator to plead his case (9:33). Then recognizes there
is an Advocate but He is far away in Heaven (16:19). In 19:25 & 26 Job takes the next step of
professing that he knows his Redeemer is alive, despite his terrible condition. Finally, he declares that God has tested him and he came forth as gold (23:10).
The season of Lent begins in religion. There is nothing in the Bible about observing Lent.
It is our own invention. We begin with acts of piety, ashes on the forehead and giving up something. ( Maybe a better approach in coming years is not to give up anything but to take on a
new ministry or work. For instance, volunteering in the children’s ministry or singing in the
choir. ) During these weeks there should be some spiritual progression. We should see some
measurable growth leading up to Easter.
Like Job our journey should end in faith. Not just belief that Jesus rose from the dead but
something even deeper. Matthew 28:17 tells of those who saw Jesus after His resurrection,
“When they saw Him, they worshiped Him-but some of them still doubted”. What did they
doubt? They saw Him and knew that He was alive so they must have doubted something else. I
think they doubted that He was the Son of God. It is a major step from believing someone came
back from the dead, we often hear these stories, to believing someone is God. On Easter we
celebrate the resurrection and affirm our belief that Jesus is the Son of God. This Son of God is
now our Mediator, our Advocate, before His Father in Heaven. We know that our Redeemer
lives.
Blessings,
Pastor George

“SACRED SPACE”
by Dr. Bill Harvey
Jesus says to us, “Ask and it will be given to you” (Matthew 7:7).
Perhaps you say, “I’ve been asking, but I have not received the answer to
my prayers.” The Book of James tells us, “You do not have, because
you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask
with wrong motives” (4:2b-3). What, then, could be the right motives?
Jesus helps us here. He says, “I will do whatever you ask in My name,
so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me anything
IN MY NAME, and I will do it.” (John 14:13-14). Jesus shows us how we
should ask: “In My name.” Jesus tells us, “I am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6)
So when you ask God for help, let us do so in the name of Jesus. Jesus
is the way. He will show us “the truth and the life,” as we surrender our
request to God through Him. Jesus will show us the way.

Diana Adams, Donna Forney
& Family/Friends of Doris Boughton & Gerald Smith
Prayer concerns may be submitted by calling the church office at 330-337-9531 or email
office@firstumcsalem.org
If you have an urgent prayer request and want to activate the prayer chain, please let
Jenny in the church office know or contact Betty Milhoan.
We can always use more volunteers to make phone calls. If you would like to be part of
this ministry, please let Betty Milhoan know.

And above all things have fervent love for one another,
for “love will cover a multitude of sins.”
1 Peter 4:8

Mark & Laura Schmidt
Philip & Joyce Bush

13 Years
53 Years

04/05
04/15

2019 Fellowship Meals
We are still in need of groups, committees or
individuals to sponsor the fellowship meals in
2019.
There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board

ALTAR FLOWERS
Just a reminder that altar flowers are available to
order for the cost of $40.00 for the pair or $20.00
for one vase. This is a great way to remember and/
or honor a loved one. It’s also a great way to
celebrate a birthday or anniversary.
Please see Jenny in the church office to order yours.
today. There are many open dates.

Vacation Bible School
This will be held in June and the Christian
Education Committee is looking for donations
of money to help with the cost of our most
important Christian Education event of the
year!!

Lori Berger
Richard Hiner
Cristina Huffman
Nancy Linder
Madison Maschuda
Nikki Baker
Frank Berger
Mary Jo Kidd
Bruce Irwin
Dane Menough Jr.
Joe Toporcer Jr.
Nancy Zines
Mary Swegan
Evelyn Smith
Mac Burt
Patricia Mosley
Danielle Stewart
Penny Adams
Beau Baker
Pat Diantonio
Ruth Evans
Kaylen Baringer
Katie Sims
Chris Toy
Laura Lindesmith
Marian Beck
Kristen Sedlacek
Elizabeth Kidd
Noah Frank
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February

Feb.

Year to Date

Income

$24,209.07

$43,872.72

Expense

$20,476.55

$42,605.50

$ 3,732.52

$ 1,267.22

ROC

$

165.00

Pantry

$

46.00

Trustees $

825.00

Organ Benefit Update
It all began at lunch. “There should be an event to help the Organ Fund.” Vegetable
soup at a fellowship meal was suggested. David Peterson said, “I could cater a dinner.” With
that, an idea grew and grew.
Without the cooperation of our congregation, the event wouldn’t have been the success
it was. Anyone who was asked to help, agreed. Donations to the Silent Auction were offered.
Money for food was donated. Items for $5.00 were gathered. Roger Zeigler visited local merchants. Pat Mosley put together a dining room and kitchen crew. Lisa Toy organized the Silent
Auction. Karen Zeigler got ready to handle the money. David cooked. The day came and the
people came. One guest looked into the dining room and said, “This is not just a church dinner,
it is an event.” The volunteers hustled as all went smoothly.
The best part of it all was the warm and confortable feeling of guest and workers.
Some visitors went up to see the organ (space). There were conversations and compliments.
There were wishes for our success in preserving history and continuing beautiful music.
At this time, over $5,000 has been banked. Our benefit shows what can be accomplished
by many working together toward a common goal.
THANK YOU!
Blessings to you all,
Roger Zeigler and Kathy Bennett

Palm Sunday
Hats!!
Ladies—not your “Easter
Bonnet” but your next
best—Wear it on Palm
Sunday to service.
It should look lovely!!

Café Non–Curmudgeon
We provide a space of fellowship of men
(all ages)
Open every Tuesday 7:30-9:00 am
A light breakfast provided!
It is hoped that the topics discussed in the
Café will bring back memories of a favorite
car, an unforgettable fishing trip or what to
do or not to do about something. The goal
is to allow some of our inner self to be
known.
Attention Copeland Residents:

Please join Pastor George, on the 4th Wednesday of the
month, for a time of food and fellowship in the Terrace Dining
Room at 11:30 am. All residents of Copeland affiliated with
Salem First U.M.C. are invited to attend.

Marvelous Methodist Meatloaf
Please make your check payable to U.M.W.
The deadline to order is Sunday, April 7th and pick up day is Sunday, April 14th.
Name _______________ Phone # ________________
Meat Loaf

Ham Loaf

____ 1# (2 Meals)

$7.00

____ 1# (2 Meals)

____ 2# (4-5 Meals)

$14.00

____ 2# (4-5 Meals) $14.00

Sub-Total: ______

$7.00

Sub-Total:______
Total: __________

Holy Week and
Easter Services

Basket Auction
Sunday, April 7 during Fellowship Dinner
Auctioneer – Jan Keene

Palm Sunday, April 14th
8:30am: Service in the Chapel
10:45am: Service in the Sanctuary
Maundy Thursday, April 18th
7pm: Communion Service in the Sanctuary
Good Friday, April 19th
12pm: Service in the Chapel
Easter Sunday, April 21st
6am: Service at Grandview Cemetery

Sponsored By:

8:30am: Service in Sanctuary
10:30am: Service in Sanctuary

Application packets are available
in the church office.
Deadline to submit is April 14th at
12 noon.
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Our Widows Group
believes in these
qualities.
If you are a widow,
won’t you come join
us April 29th in the
Café at 12 noon???

Application packets are located in
the church office. Deadline to
submit is May 10th at 12 noon.
You don’t want to miss out on this
wonderful opportunity!!

The box will be out near the office for donations of
candy (small, wrapped pieces are the best.)
Pastor George says that this event is the shortest
and best Evangelism event of the year!

Saturday, April 20th at
10 am in the South Parking lot!!!
We will be doing Blood Pressure checks after 1st Service, 9:30 am
to 9:45 am , and prior to second service, 10:15 am to 10:30 am in
the Pastor’s Study.
This will be on the first Sunday of each month only.
The next two are April 7th and May 5th.

April 4th & 11th
at 5:30p.m.

Please see Krista for more information
on how you can volunteer for this
tremendous children’s ministry.

Please use South
Entrance

Elementary Aged
School Kids are welcome!

U.M.W. SUNDAY
Sunday, April 28th

Thursdays
6-7 pm
in the café!

Our U.M.W. ladies will be
conducting the 8:30 a.m.
service in the Chapel and the
10:45 a.m. service in the
Sanctuary.
Please come!

Ministries
April 2019
GREETERS

ATTENDENCE FOR MARCH

04/07 Ned & Carolyn Jones
04/14 1st—Bill & Heather Sedlacek
2nd—Scott & Lori Brooks
04/21 1st—Nancy Ciotti & Marjorie Potts
2nd—Randy & Janet Keene
04/28 Dave & Barb Nieder

Sunday, March 3, 2019
8:30—39 SS—78
10:45— 101
11:00—34
Sunday, March 10, 2019
8:30—27 SS—60
10:45— 100
11:00—20
Sunday, March 17, 2019
8:30—35 SS—81
10:45—112
11:00—39
Sunday, March 24, 2019
8:30—42 SS—83
10:45—122
11:00—37
Sunday, March 31, 2019
8:30— SS— 10:45—
11:00—

ALTER CHAIR
David Peterson, Dixie Sober, Becky Bartholow
& Ruth Evans
ALTER FLOWERS
04/07 Open
04/14 Open
04/21 Easter
04/28 Open
COFFEE HOUR HOST
04/07 Open
04/14 Men’s Group
04/21 3M Class
04/28 Open

04/07
04/14
04/21
04/28

NURSERY
Lisa Toy & Kathy Bennett
Cecelia Hrovatic, Linda Oesch & Kiersten
Schell
Ginny Huffman & Jenny Toporcer
Karen Zeigler & Jenny Toporcer

VAN DRIVERS
Rich Beeson & Joe Popa
READERS
8:30 - Steven Lutsch
10:45 - Danielle Stewart

04/07
04/14
04/21
04/28

USHERS
Team #4—Guiler
Team #5—Peppel
Team #1—Schmidt
Team #2—UMW

04/07
04/14
04/21
04/28

ACOLYTES
Mason Brown
Ellie Kidd
Mason Brown
Ellie Kidd

SECOND HOUR HELPERS
04/07 Barb Irwin
04/14 Janet Borders & Missy Iler
04/21 Lora Herbert
04/28 Lynn & Joe Popa

Salem 1st United Methodist Church
244 S. Broadway Ave., PO Box 463
Salem, Ohio 44460
office@firstumcsalem.org
Phone: (330) 337-9531
Toll Free: (844) 638-0604

Rev. P. Douglas George, Senior Pastor
pdgeorge56@hotmail.com
Brain Schell, Youth Director
John Fitch, “Hearts on Fire”, Worship Pastor
Dave Sigman, Pastor of Visitation
Yvonne Bennett, Church Treasurer
Jenny Toporcer, Office Manager
Linda Peterson, Organist
Chris Brown, Director of Music
Rick Menough, Maintenance
Charles Ruble, House Keeper
Dear Salem FUMC’ers
Please consider receiving the Mirror electronically. It will save the Church the
expense of the paper, printing and postage. You can view the current and past
Mirrors on our website at www.firstumcsalem.org.
You may notify the office if you choose to do this, and give us your email
address by emailing us at office@firstumcsalem.org. Thank you!

Do you want to hear the services in the privacy of your
home? We are offering the recordings of the 10:45 services
on CD. If you would like a copy of the service, please contact
the church office.

