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ATTENTION
EMPLOYERS!

CNV is proud to assist SDSU Students in the JR Filanc Construction
Engineering and Management School in their efforts in finding
employment in the San Diego Construction Industry. If you have openings,
please reply to the student’s email that has been provided in the bio.

Danielle York

2014 Graduates
Tim McElwee Graduating: Spring 2014

George Arreguin
Tim McElwee

Maryia Volhina, CMIT, AGC & CMAA, NECA

Keith Walsh

Graduating: Spring 2014

Maryia Volhina

Aaron Brinkman

Joseph Lopez

Michael Shea Abraham Ramirez Roy Stinson

Evan McColl

Mikayla Gonzalez

To obtain a Project Engineer position where I expand on my current work experience of assisting the
project team with daily planning, execution, and coordination of construction project.
Experience: Currently I am interning with McCarthy Building Companies at the Cardiovascular Institute for Scripps Memorial Hospital. My responsibilities include review and coordination of shop
drawings and submittals, processing RFI’s and submittals, participation in documentation of MEP
and Project Status meetings. I also process inspection requests to OSHPD inspection agency and
supervise subcontractors’ field installation through inspection requests. I also interned with Southland Industries and ISEC Inc. Email: maryiavolhina@gmail.com

Michael Shea Graduating: Spring 2014

Michael Shea

Samantha Kleinschmidt Charles Plank Matt Sheldon

Construction Experience: Was project engineer on a new 250,000 SF office building and a retrofit of a data center while working for Southland Industries. I am currently a project engineer
intern for Swinerton Builders working on a BMW dealership and parking structure. Interests:
Golfing, working out, walking my dogs and cooking. After Graduation: I’m interested in commercial construction, specifically working for a mechanical or electrical subcontractor.
Email: tim.mce09@gmail.com

760.466.7790

I am graduating in May 2014 with a BS in Construction Engineering from SDSU. I am actively
seeking full time employment. My past construction management internships with Kevcon Inc.
and Davis Reed Construction as well as my studies has prepared to enter the workforce. I am
well versed in multiple scheduling and quantity takeoff programs, and proficient with Microsoft Office. I have extensive work experience in estimating at Davis Reed Construction Company. I am interested in commercial construction, but am open to exploring all opportunities.
Outside of my studies and work, I enjoy cooking, exercising, and was an active member and
former captain of the SDSU rugby team.
Email: sheamike5@aol.com Phone: (916) 588-8202
April 2014
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Gustavo Maldonado SDSU AGC & CMAA Member, NECA Member
Graduating: Spring 2014

Roy Scott Stinson Graduating: Spring 2014

Roy Stinson

At an early age Roy learned the satisfaction of project success through toys like Lincoln Logs,
Legos, and wooden sailboat models. Now, in his final semester in the SDSU Construction Management program, he is seeking a full-time career with a productive general contractor in the
vertical building field and to expand on his 9-month experience with a residential contractor
and 2 years’ involvement in the ASC Reno competition. Roy enjoys exploring the great outdoors,
live music, and Mexican food.
Cell: 949.463.7573
Email: roy.stinson@gmail.com

Gustavo Maldonado

Nho Pham Graduating: Spring 2014

Nho Pham

Interests: Traveling, outdoor activities, cooking. Construction Experience: PCL Construction
(January 2013 – February 2014) F.E. Intern, Kitchell Contractors (February 2014 – Present)
P.E. Intern. After Graduation: I will be relocating to L.A. to begin my career with PCL Construction as a Field Engineer. I plan on working hard to achieve my goals in life, further my knowledge in the construction industry, travel, and start a family.
Email: nhopham777@gmail.com
Phone: 619-358-0458

AARON BRINKMAN Graduating: Spring 2014

Interests: Sustainability, hiking and R/C airplanes. Construction Experience: I worked for Mullen Enterprises, a roofing contractor, for 3 years gaining experience in both installing materials
and coordinating work. After Graduation: I plan on staying in San Diego and gaining experience
in the construction industry with the goal of working on a LEED certified project
Email: aaronbrinkman@gmail.com

Aaron Brinkman

Kevin Hokanson- Special Events Coordinator AGC & CMAA Student Chapter

Amanda Tyer Graduating: Spring 2014

Graduating: Spring 2014

Kevin Hokanson

I have greatly enjoyed becoming involved in the local San Diego industry through leadership
positions in the AGC & CMAA Student Chapter as well as working in the local industry. I’ve
had the opportunity to work with local contractors such as Cobalt Construction and C.W. Driver, where my experience pertains to both field operations and estimating. My hobbies include
playing golf with friends, playing and writing music, and exploring the great outdoors.
Email: kevin.hokanson@yahoo.com

Amanda Tyer

George Arreguin Graduating: Spring 2014

George Arreguin

I am graduating on May 2014 and I am looking for a full time position. I have interned for
ISEC Inc. in the operations department working on the Cardiovascular Center in La Jolla. I also
worked with their estimating department doing takeoffs of the UCSD Jacobs Medical Center. I
have also interned for Honeywell San Diego where I worked in the department of health, safety,
and environment. After graduation I want to work for a General Contractor whether doing commercial or heavy civil construction. I prefer to stay in San Diego, but I am also open to relocate.
In my free time I like playing sports such as basketball, racquetball, and riding bikes.
Email: ja.george.ae@gmail.com

Kevin Donohue
8
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Amanda Tyer will graduate with a Bachelor’s Degree in Construction Engineering this May. After college she plans to continue working for DPR Construction where she has been employed
for the last six years. She is excited to continue working as a project engineer after graduation.
Her construction experience is mainly in laboratory and hospital work. Amanda’s interests include snowboarding, traveling and anything outdoors!
Email: atyer20@yahoo.com

Genoveva Romero-Marquez Graduating: Fall 2014

Genoveva RomeroMarquez

Kevin Donohue Graduating: Spring 2014

Graduating May 2014, seeking full time employment. Kevin’s experience includes working in the
field with a masonry subcontractor, working in office with ISEC Inc. in the estimating department, assisting I.E. Pacific with subcontractor correspondence, and is now interning with Kitchell Contractors on the Jacobs Medical Center project doing document control and BIM clash detection. Kevin has been involved in AGC & CMAA since he first joined the program, and currently
serves as the VP of External Affairs. Kevin enjoys being outdoors and surfing at Pacific Beach.
Email: K_Donohue.SDSU@yahoo.com Phone: (916) 798-3265

Interests: Traveling and outdoor actives. Construction Experience: I have interned with Dynalectric and Whillock Contracting. My main experiences include performing takeoffs and
working with estimators estimating projects. After Graduation: I plan on working for a General
Contractor or sub-contractor in the heavy civil side of construction to further develop my experience in the construction industry.
Email: gmaldonado024@gmail.com
Cell: 619-937-1630

Civil Engineer with a passion for the construction process! I’m Genoveva, a very driven engineer
looking for internship and full time career opportunities, graduating December 2014. My active
participation in various organizations and field experience working for the City of San Diego has
put me in multiple testing leadership and problem-solving positions. Teamwork and management projects are what I enjoy most.
Phone: (619) 791-9687
Email: genovevarm08@gmail.com

Peter Zheng Graduating: Spring 2014

Peter Zheng

760.466.7790

Interests: Playing sports, outdoor activities like hiking, trying new restaurants and spending time
with family and friends. Construction Experience: 3 months as an Estimator Intern for ISEC, 1
year and still currently a Field Engineer Intern for PCL Construction. After Graduation: Seek to
continue to work in the construction industry and grow both professionally and personally.
Email: pmzheng@gmail.com

April 2014
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SDSU students looking for jobs or internships

SDSU students looking for jobs or internships
Norberto Ruvalcaba Graduating: Spring 2015

Krystal reyes Graduating: Fall 2015

Krystal Reyes

My name is Krystal Reyes. I am a San Diego native graduating in December 2015 with a Construction Engineering major and Spanish minor. My passion for construction stems from residential although I am interested in pursuing a career in the commercial sector. To date, I have
interned with a subcontractor where I worked in the estimating department putting together
bids and managing submittals. Currently, I am interning in the Virtual Design and Construction
department at a general contractor.
Email: krystalreyes09@yahoo.com Phone: (858) 349-3832

Norberto Ruvalcaba

DANIELLE YORK Graduating: Fall 2015

Belen soltero SDSU AGC & CMMA Member SDSU ASCE Chair
Graduating: Spring 2015

Belen Soltero

Interest: Traveling, cooking, working out, and surfing.
I am interested in learning about the construction side of the industry and expanding my knowledge as a civil engineer. Past Experience: Engineering intern at the City of La Mesa. I worked
on the design of several projects, set standard drawings for the city, and put together bid specs
and cost estimates.
Email: belen.soltero@gmail.com Phone: 619.721.7262

Danielle York

Ben Andrews Graduating: Spring 2014

Ben Andrews

My name is Ben Andrews, I am seeking for a construction engineering internship or part-time
position. I will be graduating from San Diego State University in May 2015 and have received
my E.I.T. Certification from the State of California. I am looking for hands on experience in the
field and office and am interested in all areas of construction. I am currently taking an AutoCAD
class at SDSU and learning Revit at home. With 9 years of professional experience in computer
systems, I am confident in my ability to learn Revit and AutoCAD quickly, allowing me to use
those tools effectively. My personal interests include traveling with my wife, reading, golfing
and future technologies. Email: bandrews28@gmail.com

B.S. Civil Engineer. Seeking internship or full time to start during the summer of 2014
Seeking a position as a field engineer, which will allow him to learn and grow within the company. He would like to pursue a career in construction that integrates sustainability and aims to
reduce the environmental impact of projects over the entire lifetime. For the last two years, he
has been a project coordinator for Power Save Campus which focuses on projects that reduce
energy and water use around campus. He is also the student lead for LEED certifying the Aztec
Recreation Center at San Diego State University.
Email: nlruvalcaba7@gmail.com Phone: (760) 791-4151

Interests: I enjoy running, hiking, scrapbooking, and volunteering to help children and others
with special needs. Construction Experience: I have grown up with my grandfather and father
employed as ironworkers, continuously exposing me to the facets of construction. Additionally,
my experience within the Air Force Reserves has instilled a strong idealism of teamwork, integrity, and commitment found within the construction industry. After Graduation: I would like to
work for a respectable general contractor.
Email: DYork618@gmail.com

Yolanda Claure Graduating: Spring 2015

Yolanda Claure

I finished my bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering on 2012 and now I’m pursuing my master’s
degree in Construction Engineering at SDSU. I have worked in a Construction Company for one
year as a site engineer and did 1 year-internship at AIC where I performed virtual design. After
graduation my plan is to work hard to achieve my goals in life and in the construction industry.
My interests are sports, traveling, construction, music and photography.
Email: yoli.claure.s@gmail.com Phone: 858-952-3694

Ibrahim Hassan Graduating: Spring 2015

Ibrahim Hassan

B.S. in Civil Engineering -Seeking full time employment. Currently, I’m working on the design
and construction of a 5ft tall balsa wood structure for the Earthquake Engineering Research
Institute (EERI) on campus. The project consists of 3D modeling and design in AutoCAD, seismic
load analysis in SAP2000, and the construction phase. I’m interested in General contracting because it allows me to experience multiple construction trades verses only specializing in one. My
main interests are in government and heavy civil, but I wouldn’t turn down other opportunities.
In my free time I love to stay active by playing basketball, some golf, cooking and wine tasting.
Email: Ibra.sdsu@gmail.com Phone: (619) 200-6906

Abraham Ramirez Graduating: Spring 2015

I’m interested in an internship where I can obtain new knowledge, skills, and experience in the
construction industry. I’ve interned at Daley Corp and Flatiron Construction, where I worked
in the estimating department and performed different types of takeoff. I was a member of the
SDSU Heavy Civil Team and I will be graduating in May 2015.
Email: abrahamr.int1@yahoo.com Phone: (619) 952-4680

Abraham Ramirez

Keith Walsh Graduating: Spring 2015

Keith Walsh
10

Keith Walsh is a third year Construction Engineering student at San Diego State University. Professionally, he is interested in LEAN Construction methods and use of technology to streamline
the construction process. Keith has worked for Balfour Beatty in Virtual Design Construction,
Disney Imagineering on the ongoing Animal Kingdom Expansion, and for Clark Construction on
the Naval Hospital Replacement Project at Camp Pendleton.
Email: keith.walsh.cs@gmail.com
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Joseph Lopez Graduating: Spring 2015

I have 14 years of construction experience as a laborer/ project manager. I worked three years
as a cabinet maker, 10 years active duty military where I built/ managed projects all over the
world, and recently I interned with Manson Construction. I like to fish, hike, and my jet ski. I’m
looking for an internship for a subcontractor.
Email: josephlopez530@yahoo.com Phone: 310-462-9422

Joseph Lopez
760.466.7790

April 2014
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SDSU students looking for jobs or internships

SDSU students looking for jobs or internships

Evan McColl CMIT, LSIT
Graduating: 2016

Evan McColl

Mikayla Gonzalez Graduating: Spring 2017

Currently seeking internships
I am currently a student in the Construction Engineering program at San Diego State University.
In February of 2014, I participated on the Heavy Civil team for the ASC Reno Competition. As a
result of this competition, heavy civil construction is my main area of interest. My past experience includes 6 years in residential construction and 6 years in land surveying.
Email: EVANMCCOLL82@GMAIL.COM Phone: (619) 933-4214

Mikayla Gonzalez

Matt Sheldon Graduating: Fall 2017

Charles Plank Graduating: 2016

Charles Plank

My name is Charles Plank. I am currently a sophomore at San Diego State University. I am studying Electrical Engineering and currently seeking a related internship. I am part of several engineering organizations including AGC, IEEE and NECA. I have also worked as an Electric Intern
for the City of Woodland in Northern California. I am interested in any employment opportunity,
but am most eager to gain experience in electrical contracting. In my free time I am passionate
about perfecting my golf game, being outdoors and active.
Email: Charlesplank@ymail.com Phone number: (530)383-8600

Matt Sheldon

MORGAN MILLER Graduating: Fall 2016

Hobbies: Surfing, snowboarding, white water rafting, wood working, music production and
drumming. Construction Interest: My outdoor related hobbies translate to an interest in environment compliance and sustainability issues. Other areas I find myself drawn towards are
structural design/analysis and anything concrete related. Project management is ultimately
where I see myself in the future though. I am eager to gain field experience and you will not find
a more motivated or enthusiastic employee.
Email: msheldon93@yahoo.com Phone: (714) 333-7311

Elijah Elliot

Interests: Making a difference in the community, the outdoors, cooking and soccer. Construction Experience: No true construction experience, always found the field interesting and open to
learning new things in construction. After Graduation: To further strengthen leadership skills,
initiative, and responsibility within the San Diego area, to grow as a student and a person. To
obtain a full time job, always keeping my options open.
Email: morganmiller22@yahoo.com

Morgan Miller

I’m a hard worker who is dedicated to detail. I am very self-aware and work well with teams. I’m
going to school right now while working in the restaurant business, but want to start working in
the industry. Interests: Outdoors, computers, and reading. Experience: helped build a personal
home. After Graduation: Want to work for a Construction Manager and learn what it takes to
make large scale projects successful.
Email: Mikayladg@gmail.com

Elijah Elliot

Upon graduation in 2006 I entered the Marine Corps as a Jet Engine Mechanic working specifically with T64 Engines on the CH53 Helicopter. Through a successful enlistment of five years
with work in every corner of the globe and responsibilities ranging in the hundreds of millions of
dollars-worth of equipment I shaped my professional goals. Now majoring in Construction Engineering I aim to become the next great engineer in the construction industry.
Email: elijah.b.elliott@gmail.com

Jonathan Harris, CMIT Graduating: Spring 2016

Jonathon Harris

SDSU AGC & CMAA Student Chapter – Secretary. Interests: Surfing, camping, cooking and
spending time with family. Construction Experience: Interned with Solar West Electric, Berg
Electric and will Intern with Skanska working on their 805 freeway expansion project summer
2014. After Graduation: I plan to take the Fundamentals of Engineering exam. I then plan to
pursue a master’s degree in Construction Management. I hope to work for a company that will
allow me to train under a PE. After 5 or so years, I plan to take the Construction Engineering PE
exam. Later in life I would like to start my own construction company, which would allow me to
give back to the industry. Email: jnha01@gmail.com

Adrian Roman Graduated 2013

I graduated in 2013 and worked as a construction Student Assistant at Caltrans and then as a
Project Engineer at Kevcon, Inc. I am seeking new full time opportunities to learn and grow as
an engineer because my goal is to become a Project Manager.
Email: roman.nan08@gmail.com Phone: (619) 520-4850

Adrian Roman
Charlie Coll

Samantha Kleinschmidt Graduating: Spring 2016

Internship: Assistant Project Engineer with DavisReed Construction Inc. at Hollywood High
School. Interests: I enjoy playing soccer and basketball. I’m very passionate about art throughout different mediums and interested in auto mechanics. Experience: Aside from my internship
I worked with Dan Coll Plumbing for 18 months in Los Angeles
Email: charliecoll91@gmail.com Phone: 310-570-9467

Interests: Crossfit, Olympic lifting, and staying active outdoors. Construction Experience: Two
summers interning at City of Vallejo Public Works Dept. After Graduation: I hope to find a job in
the superintendent route. I am open to any location.
Email: snkleinschmidt@gmail.com

12

Samantha Kleinschmidt

CONTRACTOR NEWS

April 2014

info@contractor-news.com

Charlie Coll

760.466.7790
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SU
S3RDDAnnual
Construction Engineering & Management

GALA

April 12, 2014

Held at the new Conrad Prebsy Aztec Student Center

Over 400 attended this year’s construction industry’s
fundraiser that helps to support SDSU’s Construction
Engineering and Management Program (CEM). $120,000
was raised this year which will provide immediate financial
support to increase awareness of the CEM program,
stabilize faculty and clerical salaries, as well as offsetting
student and faculty travel expenses while attending key
outreach meetings, seminars, competitions and other
events throughout the country.

14

CONTRACTOR NEWS

April 2014

info@contractor-news.com

760.466.7790

April 2014

CONTRACTOR NEWS

15

New Mediation Service Aimed at
Construction Dispute Resolution

–and It’s Anything But Typical

BY BRYAN WEAVER OF SCHOLEFIELD MEDIATION

10815 Rancho Bernardo Road Ste 105• SAN DIEGO, CA 92127 • TEL: 858.613.0888

Scholefield Mediation is a new service designed for

resolving construction disputes. What makes Scholefield
Mediation unique is that it gives each of the parties a
chance to tell their side of the story to someone who actually understands construction – and not just to one person,
but to a team consisting of seasoned construction executives, contractors or engineers.
The vision for Scholefield Mediation is well founded. After participating in hundreds of mediations over the years,
Pam Scholefield had plenty of time to experience the good
and not so good, and she came
up ideas to make the mediation
process more productive for
everyone involved. Scholefield
Mediation is the culmination of
those ideas.
“Everything about the
Scholefield Mediation concept
is new, from the team approach
to the location in Rancho Bernardo. Even down to the style
of chairs in the rooms, all were
planned out in advance” says Scholefield.
Scholefield believes that mediation can be a positive experience and works hard to prove her point. You won’t find
a receptionist guarding the door, but you will find an inviting lounge area with leather club chairs, big screen TV and
a fully stocked refreshment center.
In the main conference room there is plenty of space
to lay out project plans and drawings, make presentations
and seat as many as 24 people. A lot of thought went into
providing useful space for all participants.
But, it is the break-out rooms that received special attention since everyone spends more time in these rooms
than anywhere else. No cramped mini-conference rooms
here, but instead, a relaxing and private sanctuary for the
parties to feel right at home. Each room is tastefully decorated and furnished with leather club chairs and coffee
tables. Each room has its own HDTV, tune in to Netflix and
Hulu, or just hook up a laptop for group viewing. The fully
16
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stocked private refrigerators, the imported beer, premium
coffee and healthy snacks all add to the overall experience.
Scholefield believes that the positive experience goes
beyond what is found at the physical location and this often gets overlooked. While she believes it is important to
have a nice place, Scholefield points out that it is more important that the parties have a chance to tell their story to
someone that can understand the problem. How the dispute resolution process is conducted is a very important
part of getting to a fair result.
“Waiting until litigation is
imminent really is a little late to
start thinking about an amicable resolution. More than likely,
everyone has already “lawyer-ed
up”, and nobody is backing
down. The sooner people decide
to go to mediation, the more
likely everyone will be thinking
about settling. Having a place
like ours and the right people to
help you sort out the issues will
really help.” Scholefield adds.
Pam Scholefield is confident that she has turned her
best mediation ideas into reality. San Diego contractors
and construction litigators should be thrilled that there is
another quality choice for resolving construction disputes.
For more information about Scholefield Mediation contact
Bryan Weaver at 858-613-0888 or bryan@ADR-team.com
General Disclaimer
The information in this article is based upon California law and
is for general information only. Any information or analysis presented
here is intended solely to inform and educate the reader on general
issues. Nothing presented or referenced to, regarding facts, documents
or applicable laws, constitutes legal advice. Before acting or relying
on any information, including any information presented here, consult
with a qualified attorney for your specific situation.
Scholefield holds an active PE license in Colorado, an undergraduate
engineering degree from the University of Florida, and received her JD
from the University of San Diego.

April 2014
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Making Sales With
Installment Payments
By: Glenn Gelman, CPA, MS-Tax, CFF — Glenn M. Gelman & Associates
1940 East 17th Street Santa Ana, CA 92705 Phone: (714) 667-2600 ext. 267
Email: mkarver@gmgcpa.com Website: http://gmgcpa.com

No matter what the economy is like, many businesses see the benefits of allowing customers to make
installment payments. With
low interest rates, installment sales contracts have
become an important tool
for companies looking for
ways to boost sluggish
sales.

dustry company, settled a
consumer lending class-action lawsuit in 2003 that
arose from SCI’s use of installment contracts for a
potential of nearly $3 million.

In the lawsuit, filed in
Miami, consumers claimed
that under the installment
contract used to purchase
Before rushing in and of- SCI’s “Memorial Plan” SCI
fering consumers the abil- charged illegally high proity to buy products or ser- cessing fees, and failed to
vices “on time,” companies
should understand that
both federal and state laws
closely regulate installment
sales contracts. Failing to
meet the terms of these
laws can be costly.

disclose finance charges,
the amount financed, and
the annual interest rate to
consumers. In addition, the
suit alleged that SCI failed
to provide consumers with
copies of the paperwork as
required by law.
Although SCI admitted
no wrong doing in the case,
it did agree to pay $50,000
cash to consumers with
claims under federal law.
The company also agreed

NEW ED
D
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M
EQUIP

CEMENT CUTTING, INC
(619) 231-1735

In one case, Service Corporation International, the
world’s largest funeral in18
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to provide coupons worth $175 to some amount financed (the amount of the loan)
16,000 customers with claims arising un- must be specified. In addition, added fees
for processing, etc. must
der state law. Finally, the
never be so high that the
company agreed to an
total cost of the loan is
injunction, which bars it
so high that it runs afoul
from continuing to use
the contract in question
of state usury laws. Care
must be taken when
and lowers the processdrafting a company’s
ing fee in the future from
contract for installment
$50 to just $10.
sales that all necessary
While laws vary from
disclosures are conspicstate to state, compauously made.
In some court cases,
nies should always keep
consumers' installment
In addition to these
in mind that installment
contracts have been ruled
unenforceable under the
consumer credit laws,
contracts must pro"doctrine
of
unconscionability."
there are separate federvide full disclosure of
This
involves
a
contract
al and state laws involvthe terms of the loan.
so unfair and one-sided
ing the advertising of
The annual percentage
that it literally "shocks the
offers involving installrate (APR) of the loan
conscience of the court."
ment payments.
must be specified. FiGELMAN Continues on Page 20
nance charges must be disclosed, and the
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GELMAN Continued from Page 19

While full disclosure of
the terms of the lending
agreement is of paramount
importance for any company considering installment
contracts, it is also important to remember that many
states have additional requirements. For example,
some states require that
consumer installment contracts be written in clear,
concise, plain English.
Some even specify the size
of the type that must be
used when printing such
agreements.

Associated
Subcontractors
Alliance

Member Showcase

Meet and Mingle with ASA Member
Companies in San Diego
March 20, 2014

at the Tilted Kilt

Don’t bury important
aspects of lending agreements in legal jargon and
“fine print.” Information
should be disclosed clearly
and conspicuously so that
consumers can evaluate
the merits of an offer and
make an informed purchasing decision.

For more information,
contact Glenn M. Gelman &
Associates at
(714) 667-2600 or email:
mkarver@gmgcpa.com
20
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An important part of the 220,000 SqFt
expansion is 50 new classrooms

International Training Center for Carpenters Expands

aren’t found anywhere else in North America.
Construction of the new facilities began in October
2013 and is expected to be finished by mid-September
2014. This new construction project will enlarge the center to nearly a million square feet, complete with more than
300 guest rooms and full dining facilities. When finished,
the ITC will be a 17-acre compound dedicated to furthering
many skilled construction trades.
“We’ve changed everything here into a business process,” said Bill Irwin, Executive Director of the Carpenters
International Training Fund, which is overseeing the expansion project. “Our core mission has been to train the trainers,” he added.
Today, nearly 1,500 tradesmen train at the center every
month. Each individual stays at the facility for an average
of five days. The volume of those being trained and the duration of their stay is expected to rise with the completion
of the expansion project. According to Irwin, the busiest
days are Thursday and Friday, with a number of overlapping
courses.
“We peak out on weekends, with around 600 people
staying here for training, filling up nearby hotel rooms,”
said Irwin. “The construction of the 300 additional dorm
rooms we have planned will definitely be an asset.”

To date, $200 million has been invested in new construction projects to modernize the ITC facility. The ITC is
in the process of purchasing the hotel located across the
street and have already bought the adjacent parking lot.
This area will soon be converted into 300 dorm rooms for
use by those attending trainings.
With the ITC’s proximity to the Las Vegas Strip, it’s natural to assume that those in town for training might venture over to a casino or a bar or two. This is not the case;
tradesmen can only stay at the center if they are there for
training. There is a strict zero tolerance policy in place for
any activities that might detract from the educational experience.
ITC Curriculum is developed with input from contractors, industry experts, and product and equipment manufacturers. Through the skills and training offered as a result of this industry collaboration, tradesmen are able to
hone their craft by enhancing their knowledge. The result
is an industry that is capable of deftly adjusting to the next
business need, with highly-skilled individuals and competitive employers.
Irwin describes the changing education dynamic that
followed the recent global economic downturn: “The first
Carpenters Continues on Page 24

Complete with an underwater
welding dive tank!

By: Mary Montgomery

The United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of
America’s International Training Center (ITC) is a training
ground for tradesmen specializing in a number of construction trades. At the ITC, tradesmen practice building offices, operating gas and steam turbines, and constructing
highway entrance ramps, among other activities. All of this
training is done within the ITC’s massive compound – activities a typical visitor to Nevada might never believe were
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occurring so close to the Las Vegas Strip.
Located near McCarran International Airport, the ITC
facility will span almost one million square feet when a
massive project to expand the existing facility wraps up at
the end of this year. The 222,000 square foot expansion
will result in the addition of at least 50 new classrooms
and, most importantly, extra space to house specialized
equipment required for hands-on training exercises that
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The sky is the limit!

Scaffolding mockups that can
go as 760.466.7790
high as the sky!

Robotics training is an im-
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portant part of the Center
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post-recession wave in training enrollment at ITC came
with the increase in new construction projects. Now we are
seeing a need to train tradesmen who are replacing those
who have retired. Replacing that institutional knowledge
is not an easy thing.”
The ITC is dedicated to furthering the technical skills
and knowledge required for a wide scope of construction
trades and is home to ongoing training requirements and
new courses that meet contractors’ evolving needs.
Opened in 2001, the ITC has already undergone three
expansion projects, growing as construction techniques
and equipment became more sophisticated. Extra space
has become even more necessary to accommodate larger
groups of tradesmen seeking out the kind of specialized
training only available from the ITC.
“With the other additions, before we got done building,
we ran out of space,” said Irwin. “This time, we planned
this addition for the future, with room for growth.”
This latest expansion has been fueled, in part, by the
booming oil and gas industries now operating in North
America. This specialized training need has had the ITC
catering to those working on mining equipment and power
plant machinery.
With these developments coming to fruition, ITC has
seen an uptick in the number of training registrations. Industrial robots, and underwater welding tank and a couple
of 35-ton overhead cranes are just some of the new pieces
of equipment that have accompanied the ITC’s upgrade.
The new training facility also includes a mock hospital
facility that offers the ability for specialized training on
performing construction in a sterile environment.
“There is no training program to educate those working
in hospitals, whether it’s taking one ceiling tile out or remodeling half of the hospital,” said Irwin.
When finished, the modernized ITC training facility will
operate seven days a week, 24 hours a day in support of
providing the industry with skilled tradesmen who are up
to date on their necessary certifications and professional
skill sets.
“ITC is here to stay,” said Irwin. “We have made an investment in the state of Nevada.”
The United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of
America consists of nearly 500,000 members. With 250
local training stations dispersed throughout the United
States and Canada, the ITC in Las Vegas serves as the singular hub for the organization’s major hands-on training
and knowledge sharing activities. For more information,
visit www.carpenters.org
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Southwest Carpenters Bowl
For Wounded Warriors
March 16, 2014
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Hawthorne Rent-It Service Opens
New Location in Chula Vista
With the newest opening, Hawthorne Rent-It Service now
has 3 convenient rental locations in Chula Vista, Lakeside,
and San Marcos. Hawthorne offers the largest Tier 4
construction rental fleet in San Diego with over 420 units
and plans to add more by the end of the year. Hawthorne
is committed to providing clean ,low hour equipment
with Tier 4 emissions standards. Vice President, Dave
Ness says, “Contractors who rent Tier 4 machines have
greater flexibility to take on more jobs by eliminating the
responsibility of equipment ownership, maintenance
concerns and job site emissions specific requirements.
These are huge benefits to our rental customers.”

Visit the new Hawthorne Rent-It Service location at 680 Moss Street, Chula Vista, CA 91911
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This magazine was produced by:

WCC Networking mixer
and membership drive

April 9, 2014
at NECA Headquarters

Need Sales???
Call CNV for advertising
opportunities in
San Diego’s leading
construction magazines!

Tel: (760) 466-7790
Email: info@contractor-news.com

Want to see photos from an event?
CNV has a new
Photo Website!

WCCon the

Pricing and Negotiating Change
Orders and Claims Like a Pro
• Establishing the Foundation: Cost
Codes
• Direct and Indirect Costs
• How the Bid Numbers become the
Budget – What’s the Difference?
• What is “Overhead”?
• How to price Change Orders
• How to Price Claims
• How to Negotiate Change Orders
• Tips on Developing Good Negotiating
Skills
• What Field Information is Essential for
Estimating?
• How to price Inefficiency Claims using
cost codes
• “NEVER” give “SWAG” Estimates and
”WHY”
• How to Handle Cost Overruns
• Why Cost Codes are needed for
Change Orders
• Accounting + Construction = MORE
PROFITS

Dates & Locations

May 15, 2014 at 2 PM

At Sycuan Resort (Singing Hills)
3007 Dehesa Road, El Cajon, CA 92019
Choose between an instructional clinic on
putting and driving or playing 9 holes of golf.

San Diego, CA
Los Angeles, CA
TIME:
Friday, May 30, 2014
Thurs, May 29, 2014
Doubletree Los Angeles 8:00 AM Doubletree Hotel Circle
TO 1515 Hotel Circle South
120 S. Los Angeles St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012 4:00 PM San Diego, CA 92108

Only $59!

Appetizers and drinks included!

For more information
visit wccsd.org

$299 Per Seminar
To register and view the complete
PM Series Schedule, VISIT:

www.sdcassociates.com
SDC & Associates, Inc.

www.contractornews.photoshelter.com

9150 Chesapeake Dr. Ste. 190,
San Diego, CA 92123
P: (800) SDC-3996 F: (800) SDC-3997

Free downloads until 5/31/14
Just enter password: 2014
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