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Money in Politics
After 40 Years, Campaign Finance Reform is Still a Distant Goal
– by Cheryl Wollin
The League of Women Voters has been at the forefront of campaign
finance reform since the 1970s. Although some progress was made
through McCain-Feingold and other legislative and regulatory measures,
the rise of Super-PACS in the wake of the Supreme Court’s Citizens United
ruling has given the big spenders a new lease on life. The 2016 presidential
campaign will be the most expensive in history, and the Super-PACs are
exerting more influence in congressional and state races as well. The LWV
is joining with other allies in the campaign finance movement in efforts
to counter the growing influence of money in politics. That is the title of
our current study, with Leagues across the country holding consensus
discussions on the two-part Money in Politics (MIP) study. The Evanston
LWV joined with North Shore Leagues to do the research and preparation
on the consensus questions proposed by the national LWV. Participating
were Evanston, Glenview/Glencoe, Highland Park/Highwood, Wilmette,
and Winnetka-Northfield-Kenilworth.
Phase I of the study considered the factors that might allow the League
to support a Constitutional Amendment on campaign finance reform.
The League supports the right to pass amendments when circumstances
warrant. In fact, the League was born after the decades-long effort to
pass the 19th Amendment.
The Evanston LWV held its consensus discussion on November 19 before
the regular board meeting. Participants reviewed all the questions,
examined a few more carefully, and generally followed a smooth process
to reach consensus. Our local consensus, summarized below, will be
reported to the national LWV, which will announce the results in the
coming months.
Part I: Considerations for Evaluating Constitutional
Amendment Proposals
Which of these should or should not be a consideration in
identifying an appropriate and well-crafted amendment?
a. Whether the public policy objective addresses matters of such acute
and abiding importance that the fundamental charter of our nation
must be changed.
b. Whether the amendment as written would be effective in achieving
its policy objective.
c. Whether the amendment would either make our political system
more democratic or protect individual rights.			
d. Whether the policy objective can be achieved by a legislative or political
approach that is less difficult than a constitutional amendment.
e. Whether the public policy objective is more suited to a constitutional
and general approach than to a statutory and detailed approach.
EVANSTON CONSENSUS: “Should” on all 5 questions.

Part II:
Aspects of an Article
V Constitutional
Convention
[Editor’s note: Article V of
the US Constitution requires
Congress to call a Convention
to consider amendments
to the Constitution “on
the application of the
Legislatures of two thirds of
the several States,” meaning
34 state legislatures would
have to submit applications.
Once an Article V Convention
has proposed an amendment
or amendments, then the
amendment or amendments
would have to be ratified by
three-fourths of the states (38
states) in order to become
part of the Constitution.]

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

What conditions should or should not be in place for an Article
V Constitutional Convention initiated by the states?
(Agree or Disagree?)
The Convention must be transparent and not conducted in secret.
Representation at the Convention must be based on population
rather than one state, one vote.
State delegates must be elected rather than appointed.		
Voting at the Convention must be by delegate, not by state.		
The Convention must be limited to a specific topic.			
Only state resolutions on a single topic count when determining if a
Convention must be called.				
The validity of state “calls” for an Article V Constitutional Convention
must be determined by the most recent action of the state. If a state
has enacted a rescission of its call, that rescission should be respected
by Congress.
EVANSTON CONSENSUS: “Agree” on all conditions
Should the League oppose an Article V Constitutional Convention
to propose amendments to the U.S. Constitution because of
unresolved questions about the powers and processes of such a
convention?
EVANSTON CONSENSUS: “Oppose”
continued on page 7
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Dear League Friends,
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Both of us have had the good fortune to
visit Cuba, an island nation very close to
the United States, but inaccessible for
years because of our political differences.
This year President Obama has begun
the process of normalizing relations,
and more Americans are beginning to
travel there to see the vibrant culture and
learn more about prospects for political
change. European and Canadian tourists
have been visiting Cuba for years, mostly
heading to the beaches. Americans
generally have to go in groups focused
on educational or cultural exchange.
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Some notes from Betty’s trip last fall:
We heard lots of lively Cuban music, visited dance troupes, met with artists, some of
whom regularly exhibit and sell their work abroad and others who decorate the walls
and buildings of their neighborhoods. Everyone we met with expressed pride in the
accomplishments of their Revolution: universal literacy and open access to education;
medical care available to all Cubans and shared with poor countries around the world;
the end of rigid racial discrimination. But all were eager for change: economic growth
and better jobs; the chance to hear and express different views; and opportunities for
freer voting and political activity.
Our country’s democratic and representative system contrasts with the restrictions in
Cuba and is a source of great pride. We in the League know that maintaining our system
is an ongoing challenge. The right to vote must be exercised and must be protected.
As the presidential campaign moves into high gear, the candidates’ campaigns are
swamped with money, and many wonder whether our democratic process is threatened.
This concern has stimulated the national LWV to ask its members to consider two
questions for consensus to guide future actions at the national level. One question
currently seeks to clarify the role of money in politics and whether any efforts at
campaign finance regulation are needed or acceptable. Earlier in the fall, LWVUS asked
us to study questions related to supporting a Constitutional Amendment, which some
see as the only way to change our current campaign environment. Co-President Cheryl
Wollin has taken the lead on these studies. See her report on Page 1.
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As LWVUS considers possible changes to our system, LWVE continues our commitment
to register voters and educate and encourage participation in the electoral process.
Jennifer O’Neil has brought together a coalition of Evanston organizations to
collaborate on voter registration in preparation for the 2016 March primary and
November general elections.

Mission Statement

We also continue our activities to explore and explain Evanston government and
civic issues through programs and discussions. In January, our new salon series will
investigate next steps in addressing sustainability, affordable housing and transparency
in government. Don’t let our winter weather keep you from joining the conversation on
how to make our League and our city more effective.

participation in government, works to increase

Best wishes for an active and productive 2016 with LWVE!

Betty & Cheryl
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ehayford@gmail.com
cherylwollin@sbcglobal.net
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The League of Women Voters, a
nonpartisan political organization,
encourages informed and active
understanding of major public policy issues,
and influences public policy through education
and advocacy.

Like LWVE
on Facebook

League Luncheons Serve Up Food for Thought
If you make New Year’s Resolutions,
here’s our suggestion: Attend the monthly
League luncheon and get smarter about
our town, its resources and challenges!

them together. The program also includes
education and job training for the adults
to help move them toward self-sufficiency.
Twenty-three households have been
assisted so far.

– by Elizabeth Kinney

Flax pointed out that Evanston has a law
that precludes renting a coach house
to anyone not in the owner’s family.
She noted that if coach houses could
be rented generally, they would be
in diverse areas and could potentially
be added to our affordable housing
stock. In this regard, Kaufman said that
CPAH was committed to scatteredsite housing. She also mentioned that
Affordable housing panelists ((L-R) Sarah Flax,
students at ETHS have been building
Sue Calder, Amy Kaufman
houses as a learning experience. The
City helps locate property on which to place the house and finds an
Sarah Flax began with a definition of “affordable housing.” Briefly,
occupant. These houses will be permanently affordable, even if the first
if a family is spending more than 30% of its gross annual income on
tenant moves.
housing, it needs assistance. Household size is a factor in the amount
of help needed. Flax stated that 3200 units of affordable housing
In sum, while the panel made clear that developing affordable housing
have been lost in Evanston during the past 10 years (about 40% of
in Evanston was challenging, many avenues to do so are being explored
Evanston’s affordable housing). During the foreclosure crisis, it was
and pursued.
very difficult for people to buy another house. In addition to the lack of
affordable housing, it became more difficult to qualify for a mortgage.
October: Patrick Keenan-Devlin
Presents Work of Moran Center
Amy Kaufman explained that CPAH is a nonprofit launched in Highland
Park, and now working in Evanston and Lake Forest. CPAH creates publicOn October 20, LWVE member and Deputy
private partnerships to preserve, maintain and develop permanently
Director of the James B Moran Center
affordable for-sale and rental housing for low and moderate income
Patrick Keenan-Devlin presented the work
households. Currently, CPAH has 14 units in Evanston: 7 single-family
of the Center to League members. He
homes (2 rental and 5 owned); 2 rental condominiums, and a 5-unit
explained the mission of the Center is to
apartment building on Washington Street. Lake Trust Bank works with
provide integrated legal and social work
CPAH to qualify people for ownership units.
services to low income Evanston youth and
their families.
Flax said that Evanston has an inclusionary housing ordinance but that it
was not working as originally envisioned. Revisions in the ordinance are
The Center (and its antecedent, the Community Defender program) has
pending before City Council [editor’s note: the revisions subsequently
been working in Evanston for more than thirty years, and has evolved
were adopted by the council]. The changes would include application of
a unique role by combining legal advocacy with crisis intervention
the ordinance to rental units and conversions of rental units to condos.
and counseling. It has expanded its focus from the legal system itself,
In addition, the revisions focus on transit-oriented developments (TODs),
providing representation in court hearings, to broader representation
close to commuter train stations. A TOD can be any building with 5 or
involving state agencies and school issues. The Center assists youth
more units. In a TOD, 10% of the units must be affordable. Outside of
facing disciplinary hearings in schools and works with families to
TODs, developments of 10 or more units would be required to comply.
ensure their children receive appropriate special education services or
If the affordable units are not developed, a fee must be paid into the
placements.
City’s Affordable Housing Fund. Under the proposed revisions, the fee
is $100,000 per unit in TODs and $75,000 per unit outside of TODs. The
Patrick explained that the Center has expanded its clientele from the
City also provides height and density bonuses to encourage the inclusion
initial focus on high school age youth up to the age of 21, to those in
of affordable housing units. Other tools to promote affordable housing
middle school. Almost half of current clients are under 16 years old, and
include either waiving or deferring the permit fee and fast-tracking the
while most are male, more than 10 percent are girls or young women.
permit application. Parking requirements may also be relaxed.
His remarks included moving stories of specific clients helped by the
Center to get out of the legal system and gain skills to enable them to
According to Flax, about 100 families in Evanston are on the waiting
finish school, get free from the drug culture and become productive
list for affordable rental housing and an additional 10 families have
citizens. In response to a question, he explained that the Moran Center
been qualified for ownership units. She mentioned that Northwestern
does not use volunteers because of the need for confidentiality in legal
University planned to build more housing for students on campus, which
representation cases, but encouraged league members to consider
would free up some rental units in Evanston.
working with other organizations that work with youth, including Curt’s
Café, the focus of a league event last spring. It was a treat to learn more
Flax also described a tenant-based rental program funded by a HUD grant.
about this vital Evanston resource from one of our own members!
The program provides a subsidy for families with children under 18 to keep
November: Affordable Housing
Our November 12 luncheon featured
Sarah Flax, Housing and Grants
Administrator, City of Evanston, and
Amy Kaufman, Director of Community
Relations for Community Partners for
Affordable Housing (CPAH). LWV
member Sue Calder, who is vice chair of
the City of Evanston Housing & Homeless
Commission, served as moderator.
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Voters Service
“Suffrage is the Pivotal Right”

...so said Susan B. Anthony, a leader in framing and advancing the
struggle for women’s rights in the United States and abroad. As we head
into another election year, it’s never been more important to celebrate
and support the League’s work to ensure voter access, education and
participation in our democracy.

– by Cheryl Wolllin
Movie Review: Suffragette
Do you remember the LWV marching in the Fourth of July parade a few
years back when it was 102 degrees? We were dressed in white wearing
gold banners with purple letters, celebrating 100 years of women voting
in Illinois. You’ll recognize that marchers’ “uniform” in the closing scene
of “Suffragette.”
The film is set in England in 1912-1913, and chronicles an attempt to
bring the movement for women’s voting rights to the working class, and
to achieve greater media attention—efforts that made the movement
more militant. Carey Mulligan stars as the fictional laundry laborer (Maud)
who gets caught up in the chaos, and suffers the loss of her husband, her
son, her job, and her health. It carries the gritty reality of the struggle.

The memorial will honor the women who led the fight for suffrage in
this country in the years leading up to passage of the 19th Amendment.
Beginning in 1917, “silent sentinels” – thousands of women from all over
the country—picketed the White House in support of women’s suffrage.
As recounted on the TPSMA website:
“The quiet demonstrations began to change when the US entered
World War I. Any criticism of the President was considered unpatriotic
and the spectators passing by became aggressive. Beginning in June,
1917 until early 1919, over two hundred women from twenty-six states
were arrested on charges such as “obstructing traffic.” Refusing to
admit guilt or pay any imposed fines, the women were imprisoned in
Occoquan Workhouse in Lorton, Virginia or the District of Columbia
Jail. They demanded to be treated as political prisoners. Instead,
they were met with violence, forcibly handled by guards, pushed and
thrown into cold unsanitary and rat-infested cells. In response to this
treatment, Alice Paul led the women in protest, refusing to eat. Hunger
strikes became a normal occurrence as more and more women were
imprisoned. Not wanting to allow any woman to become a martyr
for the cause, prison officials brutally forced food down their throats.
Their harsh treatment was reported widely in the papers, raising the
public’s awareness of what women they had admired were willing to
endure to win the vote.”
A fund raising goal of $1 million has been set to construct the monument.
LWVUS contributed $1000 and asked state leagues to do the same. LWVIL
solicited contributions from local leagues, and the LWV Evanston Board
contributed $100 to the state effort. The goal has been met, and a plaque
identifying support from Illinois will be included on the monument.
We should all be pleased to be part of this important effort to
commemorate our history as we continue to work for better government!
For information and to make a donation, go to suffragistmemorial.org

There is a brief appearance by Meryl Street as Emmeline Pankhurst,
founder and leader of the Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU),
which lead the campaign for suffrage in the United Kingdom. Although
a woman of wealth, Pankhurst joined her fellow suffragettes in ten
hunger strikes.
It wasn’t until 1918 that (some) British women got the vote, and many
historians would say that happened only because a non-militant branch
of Suffragists worked on electoral strategies to convince Parliament to do
so. Even then, there were qualifications of age (30), wealth, and education.
Dramatic closing credits show the dates that nations granted women
the right to vote. Some surprises—France-1940, Saudi Arabia —“still
promising to do so”. It is a film that LWV members should appreciate.
Suffrage Memorial
A memorial is being planned at the site of the workhouse where dozens
of suffragists were incarcerated in 1917 to celebrate the fight for women’s
suffrage and its relevance today. The organizing group is the Turning
Point Suffragist Memorial Association (TPSMA) and LWVUS has agreed
to become a partner in the effort. The Turning Point Suffragist Memorial
will be located in southern Fairfax County, VA., within the new cultural
area of the Occoquan Regional Park overlooking the Occoquan River.
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The Cook County Clerk’s office held a training session for deputy
registrars at the Evanston Public Library on December 5.

Serve Voters on Election Day. Do Good. Get Paid.
The Cook County Clerk’s office is looking for community members
to work as suburban poll workers for the March 15 Presidential
Primary. It’s a unique opportunity to get paid for serving voters and
supporting local democracy. Poll workers are paid $175 or $325
based on the position they choose. Bilingual judges are always
needed. Call 312.603.0965 or visit cookcountyclerk.com/judges to
learn more and submit an application.
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LWV Members Celebrate and Serve
– by Kathy Tate-Bradish
More than twenty new and long-time members Leaguers enjoyed our evening at the John Evans Center
on December 9. We shared stories of our League involvement, from working at the national level toward
the abolition of the death penalty to local government improvements.
We collected donations for the domestic violence shelter hosted by the YWCA Evanston/North Shore.
Members brought a total of ten sets of bath towels, fifteen boxes of sanitary pads and tampons, and 8
Target gift cards.
Photo: Casey Christiansen delivered LWV donations to the YWCA for guests of the Women’s Shelter.

Want to be a League Leader?
The LWVE nominating committee is putting together the slate of officers
and directors for presentation to members at the annual meeting in
May. We are pleased that a number of our current officers will stay on for
another year. But we are on the lookout for more members—especially
new members-—who would like to join the LWV leadership team. Board
service is a great way to learn more about the League while supporting
our education and advocacy work. If you are interested in board
service, please contact Ellen Browne, Nominating Committee Chair at
847.864.2450 or ellenbrowne1951@aol.com.

In Memorium
Marge Collens
Thanks to Cheryl Wollin for sharing this remembrance
of her friend and former City Council colleague, Marge
Collens, who died on December 10..
Marge had deep roots in the League of Women Voters,
and it showed in her careful research and focused study of issues. She was
elected to represent the 7th Ward on the Evanston City Council in 1984
and served until 1991. Serving as her seatmate for four of those years, she
became my model of concerned leadership. She was always prepared, kept
careful records, dialogued with colleagues. She was helpful, encouraging,
and a wonderful mentor.
When she and her husband moved to Chicago, she plunged into civic
leadership, this time in the world of the arts. She served on the founding
board of the Chicago High School for the Arts and the Hubbard Street Dance
Company. Both benefited from her energy, care, and commitment.
She took pride in her family, her friends, and her community. As the
memorial program said, “She was an extraordinary woman and her loss will
be felt in many corners of this city and in all of our hearts.” There couldn’t
be truer words.

The Evanston LWV mourned the loss of eight members this year.
We list them again here, in honor and gratitude for their myriad
contributions to our organization and the community at large.
Ellen Bahr
Dona Gerson

Sue Brady
Mimi Gilpin

Marjorie Collens
Jan Otwell

Martha Farley
Gail West

New membership directories
You should have received your 2015-2016 directory in the mail last
month. Please check your details, and contact membership chair
Kathy Tate-Bradish at kathytatebradish@gmail.com if there are
any changes, or if you haven’t gotten your directory. Please note the
following changes:
• Carol Kimmel (new address) 2934 Central St. #2N, Evanston 60201
• Penny Sebring - please delete her email, it is incorrect
• Mary Morris (new phone number) 847-868-8847
• Nancy Hagstrom (returning member) 3131 Simpson Street
Apt. GE326, Evanston 60201 Phone: 847-492-7748
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Can We Talk? LWV Salon Series
Kicks Off the New Year

LWVE Calendar of Events
Salon Series

- by Betty Hayford
The mission of the League
of Women Voters is to
encourage informed and
active participation in
government. In January,
LWVE has planned a series
of Salons to discuss three important issues challenging Evanston residents to
think carefully and consider civic action. We have scheduled initial meetings
in the hope that participants will be interested in further meetings and closer
engagement with the issues.
The topics and dates for discussion will be:
• Evanston City Government, how it works, how the League observes it,
and how it can be engaged will be the topic for Sunday, January 10 at
3:00 pm at the home of Sue Brenner. The Local Government group which
observes Council and Committee meetings will share their perspective
and encourage others to join the effort.
• The need for fair and affordable housing in Evanston, recent Council
action to increase resources, and other approaches to meet the particular
needs in Evanston will be the topic for Tuesday, January 12 at 7:00 pm
at the home of Jennifer O’Neil.
• Evanston’s clean power and climate change action plans, and the impact
of the recent Paris climate agreement will be the topic for Saturday,
January 16 at 3:00 pm at the home of Elizabeth Kinney. Environmental
activist Eleanor Revelle will report on current Evanston efforts.
If you are interested in the joining a group, or simply would like
more information, please notify the League office at 847.859.7883 or
lwvevanston@gmail.com by January 6, 2016. The hostess will call you to
give the address. If you are interested in the discussion but cannot attend
the first meeting, call to convey your interest for follow up activities. If you
have friends who would be interested, who may not be members of the
League, please bring them.

January 10, Sunday ~ 3:00 pm
at the home of Sue Brenner
Topic: Evanston City Government
January 12, tuesday ~ 7:00 pm
at the home of Jennifer O’Neil
Topic: Fair and Affordable Housing
January 16, saturday ~ 3:00 pm
at the home of Elizabeth Kinney
Topic: Evanston’s Clean Power & Climate Change Action Plans
To participate: contact the League office by email or phone.
More information in article to the left. NOTE: There is no
League luncheon in January. Come to a salon!

Discussion/Activity events
January 21, Thursday ~ 7:00 pm
LWVE board meeting, Morton Civic Center. The meeting will
begin with a discussion of the consensus questions for Phase
2 of the Money in Politics study. Please review the materials
beginning on page 1. The study guide can be downloaded
here tinyurl.com/zedp85z
February 22, Monday ~ 12 noon
at The King Home, 1555 Oak Avenue, Evanston
Meeting Social Needs of Evanston Residents
Former 7th Ward Alderman Jane Grover and City of Evanston
Health & Human Services Director Evonda Smith-Thomas will
provide a briefing on how the City is handling service delivery
formerly provided through Evanston Township (the township
was abolished by referendum last year). $20.00. Register by
phone or email to League office.
February 27, Saturday ~ 10 am – 4 pm
LWVIL State Issues Briefing. Information/registration will be
posted on the LWVIL website.
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S JUSTICE DAY EVENT
march 8, tuesday ~ Details in article below.

If you have ideas about more than one of these topics, you can come to two
or more of these gatherings. We look forward to seeing you.

For more information 847-859-7883
or www.lwve.org and click on link to Calendar

International Women’s Day: Join the Celebration!
– by Betty Hayford
On Tuesday, March 8, League members will have opportunities to celebrate International Women’s Day. Our
League is working with several other organizations on events that will commemorate worldwide recognition
of the important role played by women in politics and government, the economy, the family, and all aspects
of the community.
LWVE is part of a coalition of Evanston groups sponsoring breakfast on Tuesday, March 8 at 7:45 am at First United
Methodist Church on the corner of Church and Hinman in Evanston. The breakfast will feature a presentation by
Professor Beth Richie, from the Departments of African American Studies and Criminology, Law and Justice at
continued on page 9
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money in politics continued from page 1
Part III: Balancing Questions (balancing process and
position)
Should the League consider supporting a Constitutional
amendment that will advance a League position even if:
a. There are significant problems with the actual amendment as
proposed?
b. It is being put forward by a procedural process the League would
otherwise oppose?
EVANSTON CONSENSUS: “Should not consider”
Money in Politics Study: Phase 2
The Evanston LWV will hold a consensus discussion on Phase 2
of the MIP study at the January 21 board meeting. All members are
encouraged to attend and take part in the discussion (League rules
require that you participate in person). Please review the study guide
prepared by the LWV-US before the meeting. A PDF of the study guide
can be downloaded at: tinyurl.com/zedp85z Here are the questions
we will consider:
Part I: Democratic Values and Interests with Respect to
Financing Political Campaigns
1. What should be the goals and purposes of campaign finance
regulation? (Answer choices: Agree, Disagree, or No consensus)
a. Seek political equality for all citizens.
b. Protect representative democracy from being distorted by big
spending in election campaigns.
c. Enable candidates to compete equitably for public office.
d. Ensure that candidates have sufficient funds to communicate their
messages to the public.
e. Ensure that economic and corporate interests are part of the election
dialogue.
f. Provide voters sufficient information about candidates and campaign
Issues to make informed choices.
g. Ensure the public’s right to know who is using money to influence
Elections.
h. Combat corruption and undue influence in government.
2. Evaluate whether the following activities are types of political
corruption. (Answer choices: Agree, Disagree, No consensus)
a. A candidate or officeholder agrees to vote or work in favor of a
donor’s Interests in exchange for a campaign contribution.
b. An officeholder or his/her staff give greater access to donors.
c. An officeholder votes or works to support policies that reflect
the preferences of individuals or organizations in order to attract
contributions from them.
d. An officeholder seeks contributions implying that there will be
retribution unless a donation is given.
e. The results of the political process consistently favor the interests of
significant campaign contributors.
Part II: Many different individuals and organizations
use a variety of methods to communicate their views
to voters in candidate elections. Should spending

to influence an election by any of the following be
limited? (Answer choices: spending banned, some spending limits,
unlimited spending, or no consensus.)
a. Individual citizens, including wealthy individuals like George Soros
and the Koch Brothers.
b. Political Action Cmmittees sponsored by an organization, such
as the League of Conservation Voters, Chevron, the American
Bankers Association, and the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers (IBEW), whose campaign spending comes from
contributions by individuals associated with the sponsoring
organization, such as employees, stockholders, members and
volunteers.
c. For-profit organizations, such as Exxon, Ben & Jerry’s, General
Motors, and Starbucks, from their corporate treasury funds.
d. Trade organizations like the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the
American Wind Energy Association, and the American Petroleum
Institute, from the association’s general treasury funds.
e. Labor unions like the United Autoworkers and Service Employees
International, from the union’s general funds.
f. Non-profit organizations, like the Sierra Club, Wisconsin Right to Life,
Coalition to Stop Gun Violence, American Crossroads, and Priorities
USA, from the organization’s general treasury funds.
g. Non-partisan voter registration and GOTV (get out the vote)
organizations and activities, like the LWV and Nonprofit Vote.
h. Political parties, like the Republicans, Libertarians, and Democrats.
i. Candidates for public office spending money the candidate has
raised from contributors.
j. Candidates for public office spending their own money.
2. The press plays a major role in candidate elections through
editorial endorsements, news coverage, and other
communications directly to the public that are often important
to the outcome. Should such spending to influence an election
by any of the following be limited? (Answer choices: spending
banned, some spending limits, unlimited spending, or no consensus.)
a. Newspapers, like the New York Times, and the Wall Street
Journal.
b. Television and other electronic media, like Fox News, CNN,
MSNBC and CBS.
c. Internet communications, like Huffington Post, Breitbart, Daily
Kos, and individual bloggers.
Part III: Methods for Regulating Campaign Finance to
Protect the Democratic Process.
1. In order to achieve the goals for campaign finance regulation,
should the League support: (Answer choices: Agree, Disagree,
No Consensus)
a. Abolishing Super PACs and spending coordinated or directed by the
candidates, other than a candidate’s own single campaign
committee.
b. Restrictions on direct donations and bundling by lobbyists?
(Restrictions may include monetary limits as well as other regulations).
c. Public funding for candidates? Should the League support: (You
may respond to more than one item in question 1.c.)
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Observer report
– by Betty Hayford

generate property tax revenue, the approval process requires many
steps, and City Council will not consider the plan until well into 2016.

Busy – and Productive – Fall for Evanston City Council
The Evanston City Council pursued a full agenda this fall, responding to
the immediate task of the FY2016 budget and looking forward to future
improvements. LWVE Observers followed these actions and provided
reports for the League web site. Here’s a brief recap:
Approving a 2016 budget was more than an ordinary challenge because
of the stalemate in Springfield that created uncertainty over expected
state revenues. Starting in late summer, City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz
submitted a proposed budget identifying possible cuts if required. A
public hearing was held, and in early November Council conducted an
extensive discussion on the budget. Key issues were payments into the
pension funds, additional steps to reduce violence, and improvements
around the Main Street and Dempster-Dodge shopping centers. At the
next Council meeting on November 23, the budget was passed, with total
expenditures of about $252 million. The Council adopted a property tax
increase of 1.8% for the City and the Library. The budget reflects cuts in
city staff and reorganization of some City departments.
Council dealt with a more complex issue than the budget as it considered
amendments to the Inclusionary Housing Ordinance. First put on the
agenda in June, it was reviewed and revised until final approval in
November. Citizens spoke at several meetings in favor of the revisions,
which provided incentives as well as penalties for developers to add to
the amount of affordable housing in Evanston. The ordinance requires
provision of affordable units in rental as well as condo developments,
or payments if affordable units are not included. City staff estimates
250 units of affordable housing will be created if current construction
trends continue. This will not meet the needs in Evanston, but supporters
praised it as a good first step. LWVE has long supported the concept
of affordable housing for Evanston. [See the report on Page X of the
affordable housing discussion at the LWV luncheon in November.]
Economic development is always a focus for Evanston government, and
while Council approved numerous small grants for existing businesses, it
also heard plans for two major theater proposals to bring vitality as well as
increased investment to the city. A plan for the Downtown Theater Project
was presented as a multi-story mixed use building at Clark and Benson.
Northlight Theater leaders have expressed interest in being a partner
with the City on this development. Lots of time and money will be needed
to realize this vision, but aldermen expressed delight at the prospect.
City staff also introduced Strawdog Theater as a potential tenant for
the theater on Howard Street. Careful planning identified Strawdog, a
well established Chicago company, and negotiations are underway to
develop a viable financial plan by next summer. A theater on Howard
Street would complement the increasing economic activity that the City
has fostered there.
A more controversial proposal for a 14 story high-rise residential building
on 831 Emerson Street has already absorbed a great deal of staff time and
generated citizen resistance because of its height, density, and the focus
on marketing to Northwestern students. Although the project would
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In October, Council considered and postponed another important
decision, the future of the Harley Clarke Mansion on the lakefront.
Council has been unable to reconcile conflicting views about possible
uses, preservation of the building, use of the land and how to finance
any decision. In spite of an extensive analysis conducted by a citizen
committee in spring 2015, Council could not agree on a plan, and tabled
the issue until the State of Illinois approves a budget that would clarify
some aspects of Evanston’s financial picture.
In 2016, these and other issues will come before Council and the
community for consideration. LWVE members sit on various City
committees and Commissions, and work to shape City decisions there and
through other organizations. League observers know that aldermen are
aware of the League commitment to monitoring our government and we
want to continue this role. League members who would like to be part of
the Observer Corps and the Local Government discussions should contact
Jessie Feldman at 847-864-2199 and attend the Salon on January 10.

money in politics continued from page 7
i.
		
		
ii.
		
		
iii.

Voluntary public financing of elections where candidates
who choose to participate must also abide by reasonable
spending limits.
Mandatory public financing of elections where
candidates must participate and abide by reasonable
spending limits.
Public financing without spending limits on candidates.

2. How should campaign finance regulations be administered
and enforced? (You may choose more than one response for
question 2).
a. By an even-numbered commission with equal representation by the
two Major political parties to ensure partisan fairness (current
Federal Election Commission [FEC] structure).
b. By an odd-numbered commission with at least one independent or
nonpartisan commissioner to ensure decisions can be made in case
of partisan deadlock.
c. By structural and budget changes to the FEC (e.g., commission
appointments, staffing, security, budget, decision making process)
that would allow the agency to function effectively and meet its
legislative and regulatory mandates.
d. No consensus
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Cook County LWV Studies
Criminal Justice System
– by Betty Hayford
For more than a year, the LWVCC
Criminal Justice Interest Group has
been studying the criminal justice
system in Cook County. Motivated
by a concern about the high number
of prisoners in Cook County Jail,
over 90% of whom are awaiting trial,
the group interviewed more than 20
public officials, lawyers and experts
on criminal justice, and visited the
Cook County Jail, Central Bond Court, and four suburban bond courts. Their effort coincided
with a national discussion about the costs, both fiscal and human, of large numbers of people
in prison throughout the US.
Early in 2016, LWVCC will issue a report highlighting the interest group’s findings and
recommendations, which will focus on the pre-trial system, including the operations of Bond
Court; the use of a pre-trial assessment tool; and diversion programs that can keep arrestees
out of jail. Treatment, rather than incarceration, for mental health issues is a major concern.
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their independence.
Services, Support & Sociability
to help you age well.

847-721-1413
NorthShore-Village.org
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MovementSolutions

Physical Therapy & Sports Performance

Among the report’s 11 recommendations are to discontinue the use of cash bail, and to make
careful use of personal recognizance I Bonds and electronic monitoring instead of jail. The
report also encourages better communication and collaboration about the key stakeholders,
as well as better information and evaluation of diversion programs, pre-trial assessment, and
the value of specialty courts.

Lance Labno, PT, DPT, LMT
Physical Therapist and Owner

tel (847) 372-3816 | fax (847) 810-0302
350 Linden | Wilmette, Illinois 60091
lance.labno@gmail.com | www.movement solutions. com

The Report will be available on the LWVCC web site in January. Interest is these issues will
grow during the March 15 Democratic primary race for State’s Attorney, with two challengers
seeking to replace the incumbent.
In the New Year, LWVCC members will meet again with elected officials responsible for the
criminal justice system and urge that they continue efforts to ensure the system efficiently and
effectively serves the accused and the wider citizenry of Cook County. LWVE members who
want to join this effort can contact Betty Hayford at ehayford@gmail.com.

international women’s day continued from page 6
the University of Illinois –Chicago. She will speak on the interrelated issues of violence against women
and incarceration of women, particularly among African American and other marginalized communities.
In addition to the League, the planning group includes the YWCA, the Evanston Women’s History
Project, the Francis Willard Historical Association, the Women’s Center of Northwestern and the
Evanston Women’s Club. The planning committee is inviting Evanston groups working on related
issues to attend the breakfast and publicize opportunities for attendees to work with them to improve
these conditions.
Later that week, on Saturday, March 12, LWVE will join with other Leagues in the North Shore to
sponsor a luncheon at the Wilmette Golf Club. Information about the program for this lunch will be
available in the New Year.
Be alert for more specifics about these gatherings and other ways to join women around the world
observing International Women’s Day. If you want more information, contact Cheryl Wollin at
cherylwollin@sbcglobal.net or Betty Hayford at ehayford@gmail.com.

HELP evanston
LEAGUE CONSERVE
RESOURCES

If you would prefer to receive the
Intercom only on the internet, as a
link to our LWVE website, please email

LWVEPresident@gmail.com or call
the League office at 847-859-7883 and
leave a message telling us to stop sending
you a printed copy. It will help us be more
eco-friendly and reduce printing and
mailing costs!
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