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PORT AUTHORITY POLICE
GRADUATES LARGE RECRUIT CLASS
New officers
will begin work
immediately
protecting the
public and Port
Authority’s
customers and
assets
With the Port Authority striving toward
a new era of enhanced
security at its worldclass
transportation
facilities, the agency
today welcomed 195
new police officers to
its ranks – the second largest recruit class in
the PAPD’s 85-year history.
The recruits – 173 men and 22 women
– received their new assignments today following a graduation ceremony at the Dunn
Sports Center in Elizabeth, N.J. The new officers are the first to graduate and serve under the leadership of Chief Security Officer

Joseph Dunne.
The officers, who represent dozens of
communities in New York and New Jersey
and come from as far away as Florida, Texas
and Virginia, completed a 26-week training
program at the Port Authority’s Police Academy. Their studies included New York and
See GRADUATES page 2

NYC AIRPORTS COMBINE TO SET
ALL-TIME PASSENGER RECORD
The
combined
passenger totals for
the four New York
City-area airports set
an all-time record in
2013, the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey announced,
Combined,
the
four airports — JFK,
LaGuardia, Newark
Liberty and Stewart — handled 111.6
million passengers
in 2013. That was up
over the 109.4 million combined passengers that flew through the four airports in
2012 and eclipsed the 2007 record of 109.4
million.
Individually, JFK handled about 50 million passengers in 2013 while Newark Lib-
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Sully, crew and passengers party on NY Waterway boat.

FLIGHT 1549 REUNION IN NEW YORK
The pilots and some passengers on a
plane that made an extraordinary landing
on the Hudson River marked the fifth anniversary of that remarkable event last month,
giving thanks to those who kept everyone
who was on that flight alive.
“I’m filled with joy and gratitude about
what was able to be accomplished by so
many five years ago today and the fact that
all 155 passengers and crew are here today
because of it,” said Capt. Chesley “Sully”
Sullenberger III, who gained instant fame
for his calm handling of US Airways flight
1549.
The flight had just taken off from LaGuardia Airport when a flock of geese disabled
the engines. Sullenberger safely glided to

a water landing and all 155 passengers and
crew members were rescued in what became
known as the “miracle on the Hudson.”
Sullenberger and about a half-dozen passengers gathered at the NY Waterway ferry
terminal to thank the ferry boat company,
whose boats quickly got to the downed plane
and rescued people. They then boarded a
boat and sailed out to the area of the landing,
where they raised a toast.
Five years later, “it feels like yesterday,
every day,” said passenger Denise Lockie of
Charlotte, N.C. “It’s a miracle and I’m just
glad I’m here.” Passenger Barry Leonard, of
Charlotte, said those on the plane have seen
See REUNION page 2

Airport Press
erty saw about 34 million, according to The
Associated Press. The total at LaGuardia
was about 27 million and Newburgh/Stewart’s total came in at about 320,000.
Three other passenger records were
See PASSENGER page 2
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New Jersey law, police procedures, firearms
training, evidence collection and traditional
police training. Each officer also received
specialized training in counter-terrorism,
firefighting, first aid and the use of defibril-

lators.
“These officers have been provided with
an unprecedented level of training that will
give them the tools they need to provide
the extraordinary level of security that the
traveling public expects,” said Port Authority Chief Security Officer Joseph Dunne.

REUNION
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children and grandchildren born in the past five years. “It
made me think about things in a different way, no doubt,”
he said.
The incident also led to changes in how the airline industry deals with bird strikes, said Michael Begier, national
coordinator of the Airport Wildlife Hazards Program run by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

AND THE UNHERALDED HEROINES
OF FLIGHT 1549

The flight attendants from US Airways Flight 1549:
Donna Dent, Doreen Welsh and Sheila Dail, left to right,
on Park Avenue.

“These officers will immediately begin to
put their skills to work, not only enforcing
laws but as first responders at our airports,
tunnels, bridges and PATH.”
The officers include 16 U.S. military veterans. The new recruits also will add to the
department’s communication skills, with

FLIGHT 1549: FIVE YEARS LATER
A look back on Jan. 15, 2009, when a US Airways jetliner
with 155 people aboard made a splash landing in the Hudson
River.
This time, Doreen Welsh was not wearing the uniform.
The one that got soaked, and then cut up in the emergency
room before they treated her injured leg.
When Capt. Chesley B. Sullenberger III coolly ditched
US Airways Flight 1549 in the Hudson River, Ms. Welsh
was the flight attendant in the back. She said her two colleagues assigned to the front of the plane managed to stay
dry, or at least dry enough that their uniforms recovered
from the trip down the river with little more than a trip to
the cleaners.
Donna Dent, the lead flight attendant, and Sheila Dail
in their uniforms, and Ms. Welsh in dark slacks and a dark
jacket “to look as much like them as I can,” she said. Ms.
Dent remembered sitting in the jump seat and hearing a
thud. Ms. Dail, the flight attendant sitting next to her, figured
something had fallen from the plane. “I imagined the cargo
door opening,” she said.
Some of the passengers had a better view of what was
happening — Ms. Dent and Ms. Dail said they could not see
much through the tiny portholes in the cabin doors, so they
could not watch the engines as they choked on the birds. But
Ms. Dent whispered, “I think it was a bird strike.” Ms. Dail
figured they were small birds. “A few feathers and a little
blood on the plane,” she said “and that would be it.” She
expected the plane to head back to the airport.
Ms. Welsh said that in the next 90 seconds, she felt “sheer
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fluency in 12 languages in addition to American Sign Language. The nearly 1,700 members of the Port Authority Police Department
are responsible for ensuring the safety and
security of all the agency’s airports, tunnels,
bridges, rail system

terror running through my body like I’ve never felt before,
thinking this is it.” Once the plane was in the water, she told
passengers to climb over the seats, even as she went back to
check the rear doors because she suspected water was leaking in. “I didn’t know the entire airplane wasn’t filling up
like my part of it was,” she said.
She was astonished when she made it to the emergency exits and saw the passengers standing on the wings. “I
thought I might actually live through this,” she said. Then
she looked forward. “I saw the girls up front, dry, normal
looking.” Soon she realized that her leg was injured and that
blood was coming from her mouth — “I bit my tongue on
impact,” she said.
After the splashdown, Captain Sullenberger became a
household name. But the three flight attendants “haven’t
gotten as much attention as they deserve,” said W. Douglas
Parker, the chairman and chief executive of US Airways.

PASSENGER
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eclipsed at the airports run by the Port Authority.
JFK set new annual records for both the most overall
passengers and the most international passengers (about 26
million). LaGuardia Airport set its full-year record for international passengers, tallying about 1.6 million.
“While the effects of the recession linger for far too many
people, we are pleased at the continued growth in passengers
at our airports, which means great news on a host of related
See Airport News page 4
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A Dental Office Like No Other!
Dr. Dmitry Epelboym and Associates have over 20 years of
experience in the newest,
most advanced, implant and
cosmetic dentistry techniques
available today.

BBoard
oard Certified Pediatric Dentist Marina Krepkh, D.D.S,
BBoard
oard Certified Orthodontist Adam Pristera, D.D.S.

All of the following available on premises:
• 1 hour crowns
• Advanced Dental Laboratory
• Personalized Tooth Shading by a Certified
Dental Technician
• Play Area for Children with Video Games
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Cosmetic Dentistry Center
7708 4th Avenue, Brooklyn , NY 11209

Call us at 718-491-3100, 718-491-5300, 718-567-7900
Mon 10-7, Tue 10-6, Wed:10-7, Thurs 10-6, Fri 10-6, Sat (every other) 10-6

http://www.cosmeticdentistrycenter.com

4 • February 2014 • Airport Press Metro Edition

Airport News
From Page 2

fronts, but especially for direct and indirect job creation, and
our regional economy,” Port Authority Executive Director
Pat Foye says in a release touting the records.
The Port Authority also began running the airport in Atlantic City earlier this year. That airport will be factored into
the agency’s full-year passenger tallies from 2014 onward.
The combined impact of aviation operations, capital
spending and tourism generated by the PA airports is approximately 450,000 jobs and $63 billion in annual economic
activity.

Last year’s career fair was a successful event for both
employers and students

VAUGHN COLLEGE OF AERONATUTICS “VIRTUAL CAREER FAIR ON IN
JANUARY AND FEBRUARY
Vaughn College of Aeronautics and Technology invites
Airline and Aviation firms to participate in an event which
enables you to recruit without going outside. The January
event has already occurred but you are not too late to partici-

pate in the February 21st date.
About ten years ago, a new phenomenon, the virtual job
fair, was introduced to the Career Services world. Unlike the
traditional job fair, the virtual job fair allows for interactions
between employers and job seekers to take place “online,”
thus saving both sides time and money. The virtual job fair
reduces the need to travel to live events and posting online
vacancies is much cheaper than using newspaper ads. The
benefits are numerous!
This trend allows employers to share information with
students, alumni and faculty about part-time jobs, full-time
jobs and internships with your organization and gives the job
seeker the opportunity to view and apply for positions from
the comfort of their home, school or residence hall room.
The virtual job fair gives perspective employees the ability
to submit their resume to active job listings with just the
click of the mouse and this can really increase employment
opportunities.
Vaughn College Career Services would like Airport Press
readers to participate in our online Virtual Career Fair. The
event is free of charge and is scheduled to begin on January
21, 2014 and end on February 21, 2014.
To register for the event please set-up, or log-in to, your
account on our job posting and careers services website,
Vaughn Career Connect, at www.myinterfase.com/vaughn/
employer .

JET TRAFFIC JAM AT NEW JERSEY
SUPERBOWL
Football fans headed to the Super Bowl last week found
themselves scrambling to find parking for their private jets,
with slots at a small airport near the stadium. The National
Football League’s championship game drew many fans who
are arranging private or charter flights into and out of the
notoriously crowded airspace around New York City.
With game tickets ranging from USD$500 to USD$2,600
a seat, the Super Bowl drew the type of clientele that are
likely to fly by private jet. In comparison, a ticket to a season
game at the stadium started at USD$110. The Federal Avia-

You don’t just have
an account number.
You have a life.
Visit AACreditUnion.org to ﬁnd out
more, or stop by one of our New York
or New Jersey branch locations.

American Airlines Credit Union and the
Flight Symbol are marks of American Airlines, Inc.

tion Administration (FAA) estimated that more than 1,200
private and charter planes flew into the region in the week
leading up to the game.
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, which
operates transportation facilities in the region, added staff
and volunteers to welcome visitors at the area’s three major
airports -- Newark Liberty, John F. Kennedy and LaGuardia.
You could even add Atlantic City and Philadelphia to the
mix for travelers who did not find flights into the metro area.
At the smaller Teterboro Airport, just 2 miles from the
stadium, the Port Authority implemented a special reservation system for private aircraft to help manage the flow of
air traffic. Teterboro Airport has space to park more than 600
planes, a Port Authority spokesman said, but reservations for
those spaces went fast and were all taken by game time.
The FAA said it had established two no-fly zones for the
day of the Super Bowl. The first encompassed a 1 nauticalmile radius around MetLife Stadium from noon to 4 pm
local time. The second will consist of a larger radius, a 30
nautical-mile ring lasting from 4 pm until one hour after the
game concludes.
Traffic in the area has been under national scrutiny recently as New Jersey Governor Chris Christie faces a scandal that his senior aides ordered traffic jams on a heavily
travelled bridge to New York in an act of apparent political
retribution.

BIDS SUBMITTED FOR AMERICAN’S
REAGAN NATIONAL SLOTS
Airlines have submitted bids seeking to purchase the
takeoff and landing rights at Reagan National Airport that
American Airlines is required to sell under an agreement
with the US government, two sources familiar with the matter said. The sources requested anonymity as they were not
authorized to speak on the record.
An announcement about the sales of slots at Reagan National could be made this week, the sources said, but they did
not know how many airlines had submitted bids.
American Airlines Group, formed when US Airways and
AMR merged in December, declined to comment.
The merging carriers agreed to give up 52 pairs of takeoff
and landing rights, or 104 slots, at Reagan National Airport,
as well as certain other assets under a settlement of an antitrust lawsuit by the US Justice Department seeking to block
their combination.
Southwest Airlines and Virgin America prevailed in bidding late last year to purchase slots at New York’s LaGuardia Airport that American agreed to shed under the merger
settlement. The new American also agreed to give up gates
at five other major airports: Boston Logan, Chicago O’Hare,
Dallas Love Field, Los Angeles and Miami.
The Justice Department said the slot and gate sales would
give low-cost competitors better access to some of the nation’s busiest airports.
JetBlue Airways, Southwest and Delta Air Lines have
publicly expressed interest in acquiring assets at Reagan
National. Sixteen of the 104 Reagan National slots are curSee Airport News page 5
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rently leased to JetBlue and would be offered
to JetBlue permanently, according to the November settlement agreement.

PHILADELPHIA
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
CLOSES TERMINAL AFTER
CRASH
Parts of Terminal F at Philadelphia International Airport were closed after a crash involving an equipment vehicle. The accident
happened on Thursday, January 14th at the
airports busiest terminal, Terminal F.
It is still not clear what caused a US Airways worker to crash his electric tug through
a window at Terminal F, but officials do not
believe that is was an act of terrorism.
The following day, two gates in Terminal
F remain closed while crews worked to replace carpet and glass panels
The crash frightened many of the passengers inside the terminal. “I was just walking
out the terminal and there was a massive
amount of smoke, and everybody scrambling,” said Paul Christensen. Passengers

arriving and departing from the 38 gates at
Terminal F say they were startled by the unexpected surprise.
Shattered glass covered the floor from the
large ceiling to floor window along with antifreeze and other fluids from the vehicle.
“We saw that a baggage tote cart had
crashed through the gate and through the
glass and there was a lot of smoke, and you
could see anti-freeze and hydraulic fluid from
the transmission just seeping all over, and
there was a lot of smoke,” Christensen said.
Airport officials have not identified the
worker. He was taken to a local hospital with
minor injuries.

Cargo News
RESEARCHERS EXPECT
NEW TRUCKING RULES TO
DRIVE UP COSTS
KEITH BIONDO
Nearly three out
of five companies responding to a survey
by the University of
Tennessee’s
Global
Supply Chain Institute think new federal
Keith Biondo
regulations mandating
rest time for truckers
Publisher of
Inbound Logistics could lead to greater
transportation costs.
The new hours-of-service rules from the
U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration, which

went into place
July 1, are designed to improve
driver
safety by reducing truck driver fatigue.
The rules, which reduce the maximum
number of weekly driving hours to 70 from
82 and mandate a 30-minute rest break prior
to the eighth hour on duty, also could slow
the transportation of products or force companies to add more truckers to the road, the
researchers said. The study surveyed 417
companies and found that 58% of expected
an increase in their carrier rates. They anticipated passing on the costs to their customers
in the long term.
This is not a realistic solution, said Mary
See Cargo News page 6

THE CHRIST FOR THE WORLD CHAPEL
is announcing the launch of a new Scholarship Award in the amount of
$2,000 towards the higher education of an aviation industry employee
working at John F. Kennedy International Airport, the child of an aviation
industry employee or a student of Aviation High School, New York City.
The deadline for applications is February 28, 2014.
For more information, contact the Chapel office at 718-656-5693
or visit the website at www.ChristfortheWorldChapel.org
to download criteria eligibility and application form.
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objectively evaluate the data and methodology used by FMCSA,” he said.

From Page 5

Holcomb, an associate professor and the
study’s author.
“In this economy, companies won’t want
to damage the relationships with their customers by raising prices,” Holcomb said.
“Carriers may be unable to absorb these increased costs, so companies will have to improve their operations in order to minimize
their impact.”
Holcomb is the Niedert Supply Chain
Fellow in the University of Tennessee’s Department of Marketing and Supply Chain
Management, which is based in the College
of Business Administration.
Holcomb’s study identifies ways companies could mitigate those costs. She noted
that some of those businesses are incorporating new initiatives.
“Many of them also will be a doubling
down on efforts already underway,” she said.
Efforts to transport products more efficiently and control costs include the following: Extending lead time for some customers, Increasing customer delivery windows,
Improving shipment consolidation and increasing the use of “drop and hook,” which
involves dropping a loaded trailer at a customer’s facility and hooking up and leaving
with another loaded trailer.
The research also uncovered actions that
many companies have yet to consider. Fewer
than 5% of the polled companies planned

ATLAS AIR
WORLDWIDE
ANNOUNCES
NEW 747-8F ACMI
CONTRACT WITH
BST LOGISTICS
to reduce costs by consolidating shipments
with other companies.
“The logistics of coordinating shipping
across companies is often too complex to
sustain,” said Dean Vavalides, logistics analyst for Pilot Flying J who collaborated on
the study. “It just requires too much synchronization.”
Congress is introducing a counter-plan
called the True Safety Act; a bill introduced
by Reps. Richard Hanna, R-N.Y.; Tom Rice,
R-S.C.; and Michael Michaud, D-Maine; to
stay the new rules until an independent review can be completed.
“Drivers, motor carriers and researchers
have identified and documented a clear and
wide disparity from FMCSA’s rhetoric and
trucking’s new, more costly operating reality
said Hanna. “Congress should postpone the
effective date of these new provisions until
the Government Accountability Office can

2 SERVICE LOCATIONS
TO SERVE YOU BETTER!

Atlas Air Worldwide
Holdings, Inc. a leading global provider of
outsourced aircraft and aviation operating
solutions, announced that its Atlas Air, Inc.
unit has entered into a contract with BST
Logistics (Hong Kong) Company Limited
(BST Logistics), a business partner of Navitrans International Freight Forwarding Co.,
Ltd., to provide Boeing 747-8 Freighter service.
The contract is for one aircraft under an
ACMI (Aircraft, Crew, Maintenance and Insurance) agreement, with service expected
to begin in February 2014 and operating in
key global routes connecting the U.S., Europe and Asia.
BST Logistics provides dedicated airfreight services on a global basis and serves
some of the largest shippers in the world.
“BST Logistics is an important addition
to our portfolio of ACMI customers,” said
William J. Flynn, President and Chief Executive Officer, Atlas Air Worldwide. “We
are pleased that it has chosen Atlas Air to
operate parts of its long-haul route network.
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CARGOLUX EXEC RESIGNS
IN FACE OF AIRLINE’S
FUTURE STRATEGY
Cargolux Airlines International announced that Robert van de Weg resigned as
the airline’s senior vice president sales and
marketing and as member of the executive
committee due to differences with the board
of directors regarding Cargolux’s strategy
for the future.
Henning zur Hausen, member of the executive committee and senior vice president
legal affairs and compliance, will assume responsibility for the role on an interim basis.
In a statement, the board of directors and
the executive management thanked van de
Weg for his 14 years at Cargolux, wishing
him the best for the future.

General Doug Brittin

WORLD CUSTOMS
ORGANIZATION
CAUTIONED ON
UNILATERAL ACTIONS FOR
DATA
The meeting of the World Customs Organization’s (WCO) Annual Technical Experts
Group on Air Cargo Security Conference
in Brussels was cautioned by TIACA Secretary General Doug Brittin against taking
unilateral action to require submission of
certain customs information for all air cargo
shipments, in advance of aircraft departure.
Whilst security in the air freight supply
chain is of paramount importance, TIACA
believes that significant further testing must
be conducted into the provision of advance
data for shipments and common global standards and procedures must be developed to
avoid potentially serious disruption to the
flow of world trade.
Mr Brittin advised the customs regulators
that TIACA recommended that all regulatory parties coordinate the process through
the WCO and that they consult more closely
with industry before moving forward on
establishing regulations. A similar process
should be followed to establish common
procedures for member states’ security regulators to ensure common cargo screening
methods are in place after the analysis process is completed, he said.
Another big challenge for industry, according to TIACA, is the diverse regulatory needs of customs and security regulators, ranging from information acceptance,
analysis and messaging, to action and physical screening. While compliance is the responsibility of both customs and security
regulators, both have different needs that
often involve separate functions within industry management structures, and there
are concerns about advance data analysis (notably systems and standards are not
yet established) ‘operational’ testing is not
yet sufficient in terms of getting messages
to the freight dock in time, and airline and
forwarder responsibilities and roles are not
fully defined. Mr Brittin questioned various
parts of the process, saying:
“Real rule sets are not yet tested and it
is essential to determine cost, effort and
capability. Actual screening protocols lack
See Cargo News page 7
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common practices, even within some of the
mutual recognition practices such as the US/
EU, Canada, Japan and others. We also face
a situation where different screening procedures, varying by country, will continue for
targeted, higher risk shipments.”
As the next step, TIACA wants customs
and security regulators to work with industry to ensure data elements, analysis and
messaging procedures, screening and response protocols are all standardized. The
Association says the best way to achieve
this is by customs regulators and industry
working collaboratively through the WCO
while security regulators work to develop
common ‘targeted’ cargo screening and
compliance standards.

SWITZERLAND TAKES STEP
TOWARD MORE SECURE
AIR CARGO
The electronic consignment security declaration (e-CSD) will be adopted in Switzerland, paving the way for the more secure
transport of air cargo.
For the last two years, the International
Air Transport Association has been working
with carriers, regulators, freight forwarders,
ground handling agents and other parties
worldwide to develop standards and processes for e-CSD data capture.
In Switzerland, SWISS WorldCargo,
Kuehne + Nagel and ground handling agent
Cargologic were involved in the preparatory
e-CSD testing earlier in 2013 in collaboration with Interest Group Air Cargo Switzerland. IG Cargo is an organization that promotes Swiss airfreight.
The adoption of the new e-CSD facility
in Switzerland follows the recent approval
of the corresponding e-CSD standards by
the Federal Office of Civil Aviation, Switzerland’s aviation authority. IATA and its
partners have proven to FOCA that there are
no obstacles to the electronic transmission
of highly sensitive data.

BABY PANDA MAKES IT
TO SHANGHAI FROM SAN
DIEGO
A China Southern Airlines B777 freighter carrying a baby panda onboard landed at
Shanghai Pudong International Airport from

Los Angeles. Yunzi, the panda, came to China for the first time after he was born in San
Diego Zoo in the U.S.
Yunzi is four years old. According to
an agreement between China and the U.S.,
pandas born in the U.S. should go to China
before they turn four.
To ensure the safety and health of Yunzi,
a special operation team was set up at China
Southern’s Shanghai base. The team prepared for the flight three days before arrival,
together with the ground handler, customs,
quarantine inspection and the client.
After welcoming the panda to an isolated
storage area in Pudong Cargo Terminal, the
veterinarian did an overall body check of
the panda, fed him and placed him on a pallet in the designated quarantine area. Yunzi
flew to Chengdu, China, and then to Wolong
Nature Reserve in Sichuan, China, where
his parents grew up.

151-20 Baisley Boulevard
Jamaica, NY 11434

Introducing

Garden Inn & Suites
J.F.K. International Airport
We are conveniently located on the entry way to
John F. Kennedy International Airport.
Our rooms and suites oﬀer the services equivalent to suit a
versatile background of travelers. We accommodate distressed
passengers from JFK and LGA, Airline Crew, Business
Travelers, and Tourists.

Additionally, your guests will enjoy:

IT’S A WHALE? NO IT’S A
FREIGHTER
If you ever find yourself in the French
city of Toulouse, you might just see one
of the oddest-looking aircraft in the world.
Popularly known as the “Beluga,” because
of its strong resemblance to the white Arctic
whale, the Airbus A300-600ST (ST stands
for Super Transporter) is unique not only in
appearance, but also for the essential role it
performs in European aviation.
Airbus’ production centers are scattered
all over the continent, a legacy of its origins
as a pan-European consortium. Each factory
specializes in the completion of a specific
section of an aircraft.
The five Belugas, all operated by Airbus,
link these plants and take the different aircraft sections to the final assembly line, either in Toulouse or Hamburg.
The airframe chosen for the job was
taken from the Airbus A300-600, an aircraft
that already had a successful track record
with airlines such as Lufthansa, Air France
and American Airlines.
The Beluga is operated by a crew of
three: two pilots and a loadmaster.
Each of the five Belugas in operation are,
actually, Airbus A300-600 jets that have
been modified to carry large cargo.
The top section of the aircraft was cut
and an additional, wider fuselage section
See Cargo News page 8

• Plasma Screens
• 24 Hour Gift Shop
• ADA Accessible Rooms
• Free wireless access throughout the hotel
• 24 Hour Fitness Room
• Pet Friendly (*restrictions may apply)
• 24 Hour Business services
• Ice & Beverage Vending Machines (located on every floor)
• Complimentary wake-up call service
• 100% Non-Smoking Free Facility
• Complimentary shuttle to and from JFK Airport
• Outdoor Garden with Gazebo
• Lobby Lounge with a piano

In appreciation of you referring our hotel we oﬀer the
Special Rate of $79.00 per room
for AIRPORT STAFF ONLY (must present airport ID)
Including complimentary
Deluxe Continental Breakfast Buﬀet for TWO
We accept Airline vouchers for hotel rooms,
breakfast, lunch and dinner.

Call us today for your reservation needs.

(718) 581-5380
http://gardeninnjfk.com
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commemorate my father who founded our company who
and passed away last year. Walter was an inﬂuential ﬁgure
in air freight and was instrumental in helping our industry
grow from an insigniﬁcant part of transportation just after
World War II to the $100 billion industry it is today,” stated
Mr. Marx.
Express Air Freight, headquartered in Jamaica, N.Y., is a
short distance from JFK. The forwarder is considered one of
the 5000 fastest growing private companies in the U.S. by
INC, the magazine of small business. The company now is
in its 30th year of operation.

From Page 7

-resembling a bubble - was added to the airframe, giving it
its characteristic hump.
The cockpit was lowered, making it possible for the cargo
hold to be loaded and unloaded through the front of the aircraft.
The result is an incredibly spacious cargo hold.

JFK FIRM - EXPRESS AIR FREIGHT
- OPENS OFFICE IN SAN FRANCISCOBAY AREA
Express Air Freight Unlimited, a rapidly expanding air
and ocean freight forwarder, has opened a new facility in the
San Francisco-Bay area to serve a growing customer base in
Northern California, the Central Valley and Reno area.
The new terminal offers air and ocean shippers a broad
range of logistic services including exports and imports,
domestic overnight and 2-day door to door delivery, international service to every corner of the globe, ocean container and break-bulk shipments and through its trucking
subsidiary, Skyline Freight, provides LTL and FTL surface
transportation across the United States.. The SFO ofﬁce is
the 12th facility in Express’ network of domestic and international terminals. The company maintains facilities in key
cities of the U.S. including Los Angeles, Charlotte, Chicago,
Houston and Washington, D.C. at Dulles Airport. Express
also has an ocean and air terminal in Hong Kong.
The new Express Air Freight facility is located just minutes away from SFO in South San Francisco. It is unique
in the company’s network of domestic and international terminals in that it is named after the late Walter Marx, father
of Express’ current president, David Marx. “We wanted to

DEVELOPING THE NEXT GENERATION
OF AIR CARGO MANAGERS

needs of the next generation of managers for the worldwide
airfreight industry, according to the results of a two-year research project.
A task force led by The International Air Cargo Association with active participation from the International Air
Transport Association and the International Federation of
Freight Forwarder Associations published the results. The
ﬁnal report and accompanying educational demands matrix
is being made available through the respective websites of
the participating organizations. It can also be viewed here.
The task force concluded that managers not only must
possess basic skills and detailed operational knowledge, but
also the so-called “higher skills,” which include leadership,
team-building and market and ﬁnancial analysis techniques.
While numerous training programs are available to teach
the fundamental skills, the availability of air-cargo-focused
programs that teach these higher-level skills is limited.
The researchers agreed that the industry as a whole must
address this deﬁciency to ensure it maintains its long history
of innovation and ﬁnancial robust performance. The potential for the creation of a certiﬁcated and preferably accredited program may assist in this goal. As part of its effort,
the task force compiled a comprehensive educational matrix
identifying existing courses and areas of deﬁciency.
The report stresses that without access to such programs,
the air cargo industry faces the additional difﬁculty of attracting and equipping qualiﬁed talent to lead the industry
through future challenges. Another consequent risk without
such an offering is the loss of rising managers to other sectors of the logistics industry or to other industries as workforce dynamics become more ﬂuid.

The air cargo industry must act to fulﬁll the educational

SPOTLESS CAR WASH
and QUICK LUBE
with CONDUIT CAR CARE

124-15 Rockaway Blvd., South Ozone Park, NY 11420

718-529-9477
$

5.00 OFF

Full Service Oil Change
New Oil Filter, GTX Oil, Top Off of all
Fluids and 14 Point Safety Check.
Includes Full Service Car Wash
With Coupon Expires 201

$

5.00 OFF

See Cargo News page 9

ROYAL Waste Services, Inc.
Home of the Green Team
• RAMP CLEAN UP
• CUSTOM CARGO CONTAINERS
• METAL RECYCLING WITH REBATE*
• SHRINK WRAP
• FILE REMOVAL & DOCUMENT DESTRUCTION
• SPRING CLEAN UPS
Joe Morra, General Manager
JoeM@royalwaste.com

V.I.P.

718-526-2623

Interior or Exterior
Wash

KEEPING AIRPORTS CLEAN AND SAFE IS ALL OUR RESPONSIBILITY
• COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL • DEMOLITION

With Coupon Expires 01

•

•

•

$

20.00 OFF

Complete Detail
Wax, Compound, Shampoo,
Armor All, Etc.

WE RECYCLE

With Coupon Expires 201

Business Hours: Mon-Sat 7am-9pm, Sunday 7AM-7PM Car Wash Open 24/7

*DEPENDING ON VOLUME
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CHAPMAN FREEBORN
ARRANGES CHARTER IN
RESPONSE TO OIL SPILL
Chapman Freeborn Air-chartering has
coordinated an urgent cargo charter from
Miami to Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, to help tackle a series of oil spills on
the La Brea shoreline.
The global aircraft charter specialist ar-

ranged a Boeing 767-200F aircraft to transport 25 tons of oil spill clean-up equipment
to the island country, which is facing significant damage to its southwest coastline.
Working in partnership with Lift Management, Chapman Freeborn’s Fort Lauderdale
office responded immediately to the urgent
charter request which was received during
the holiday period.
The team worked through the night to
secure the aircraft and requisite permits for

the operation, and the cargo was delivered
to Port-of-Spain within 24 hours of the first
call.
“This was a time-critical charter operation which required close coordination between all of the parties involved,” said Jack
Burt, cargo charter specialist at Chapman
Freeborn. “Our cargo team is proud to have
been of assistance by reacting quickly to
help the people of Trinidad and Tobago in
their clean-up efforts.”

Aviation News
REGULATION AND PROFITABILITY
The good news is that IATA is forecasting another profitable year for airlines; a global net profit of $19.7 billion in
2014 that will mark an almost $7 billion improvement over
the profit anticipated for 2013.
The bad news is that regulators and consumer rights
lobbyists around the world
will likely use that profitability to argue that airlines need
more regulation to keep them
in check. That is not only
wrong, but it’s an attitude that
Tony Tyler CEO of IATA
can have unintentional consequences which limit customer
choice and service. And it’s based on the highly false idea
that airlines are raking it in.
Even if it succeeds in meeting this year’s profit expectations, the airline industry’s global net margin will be just

2.6%; or $6 per passenger. IATA DG and CEO Tony Tyler
put this in perspective by pointing out that McDonald’s
global margin is about 20%. None of us demands the same
levels of technology, consistent safety standards, rigor and
professionalism from a fast-food restaurant as we do an airline.
Perhaps the most notorious example of bad politicking
in 2013 was the European Commission’s astonishing move
to include aviation in its regional emissions trading scheme
after the industry pulled out all the stops at the ICAO Assembly in Montreal and agreed a path to a global agreement
of market-based measure for aviation.
But there have been many more examples of bad regulation and misguided taxation. EU Regulation 261 and the US
Dept. of Transportation’s tarmac delay rule spring to mind.
These are the type of rules that make lawmakers feel good,
but they take away flexibility from airlines to better serve
their customers, and they force airlines to cancel flights rather than risk huge delay fines.

Pan
American
Training
Institute*

Of course passengers want to arrive on time. But if asked,
most of them would probably sit through a delay than have
their flight cancelled altogether. DOT policy is pushing up
the numbers of flight cancellations. It should also be noted
that it’s not the traveler with nowhere to go who gets the
benefit of the fine. That money goes straight into the pockets
of the Treasury.
Passengers have rights, but airlines aren’t cash cows and
in a tough competitive market, they must fight hard for every
reservation. The best thing that regulators could do this year
on behalf of passengers is to step back and allow airlines to
use their hard-won profitability to invest in better customer
service products.

BUDGET DEAL WILL COST AIR
TRAVELERS A LITTLE MORE
Airlines and the Air Line Pilots Association, a union repSee Aviation News page 10

Your First Stop for First-rate
Cargo Training

• IATA Certiﬁed Dangerous Goods Initial, Recurrent and Awareness
• TSA & IAC Known Shipper Program
• Ground Security
• Weight and Balance
• Loadmaster
• Palletization
• Basic Cargo Training
• Advanced Cargo Training

Call Us At

718-244-6789
www.PATIJFK.com
P.O. Box 300929, JFK Station, Jamaica, NY 11430-0929

THE GUIDE RECOGNIZED BY THE WORLD’S AIRLINES

55

TH EDITION
EDI
DITIO

Bill Puckhaber, Training Director
*Pan American Training Instituteis not afﬁliated Pan American World Airways, Inc.
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resenting 50,000 pilots, are already lobbying against including the anticipated fee. Airlines argued that their passengers
shouldn’t be charged the immigration fee that doesn’t apply
to train and bus passengers.
“Congress cannot continue to solve its spending problems on the backs of airline passengers,” said Nicholas
Calio, CEO of Airlines for America. “The government must
stop using airlines and their passengers as its own personal
ATM whenever it needs more money.”
ALPA also issued a statement saying the group “strongly
opposes this fee hike and urges Congress to stop using U.S.
airlines and passengers as a bottomless piggy bank.”
If approved, the immigration fee would join an increase
in the Transportation Security Administration fee that was
approved in December. The TSA fee, which had been $2.50
for each leg of a trip capped at $5 each way went up to $5.60
each way. The fee will raise $12.6 billion over the next decade.

2013 WAS THE SAFEST YEAR FOR
AIR TRAVEL
It’s official: 2013 was the safest year on record for commercial air travel.
Although airline safety made news several times this year
(and not in a good way, thanks to the Dreamliner grounding,
the Asiana crash at San Francisco, and other events such as
the Southwest Airlines mishap at LaGuardia), few of these
incidents, apart from the Asiana crash, involved fatalities.
Worldwide, both the number of airline crashes and fatalities were down; the total number of accidents depends
on which source you use, but airsafe.com reports on five
major crashes and two other events involving cargo jets—
the lowest number, it says, since it started tracking activity
in 1996. The Air Safety Network includes more flights on
smaller airlines in its total, but still, its tally of 16 accidents
and 265 killed is down dramatically from the ten-year average of 720.
But aside from what the raw numbers tell us, the pattern has been the same for a while: Airline safety has never
been better in most of the industrialized world. The U.S. and
western Europe are setting the bar, while other regions, Africa in particular, are lagging behind.
The rising safety record is clearly not leading to complacency; witness the hurried modifications Boeing made to get
the 787 Dreamliner back in the air after it was grounded.
And note that in an era when the survivable airline crash is
becoming the norm, “airline safety” means different things
than it once did; for instance, evacuation safety and coordination among the crew rose to attention this year because
of the NTSB’s ongoing investigation of Asiana flight 214
crash, where in addition to the three young travelers killed,
roughly 200 of the 307 people aboard were injured, some
seriously.

BOMBARDIER C SERIES DELAYED BY
AT LEAST NINE MONTHS
Bombardier warned that it will delay putting its new C
Series jet into commercial service until the last half of 2015,
a major setback in its plan to challenge Airbus and Boeing in
the narrow-body aircraft market.
A longer-than-expected test phase was the cause for the
nine-month delay of the CS100, Bombardier said on Thursday.
The Montreal-based plane maker now sees the larger
CS300’s entry-into-service about six months after the
CS100.
The highly anticipated C Series is built using lightweight
composite materials and other technologies designed to allow less fuel burn and lower operating costs for airlines. But
at least one airline that has signed up as an early customer
said it was talking to Bombardier about the consequences of
the delay.
“Of course, we are not amused,” said Nils Haupt, a
spokesman for Lufthansa, the parent company of launch
customer Swiss International Air Lines. Haupt said compensation is usually part of the contract between airlines and
manufacturers in the event of such delays, but did not elaborate on its contract with Bombardier. He said the airline had
contingency plans.
The C Series, which saw its inaugural flight delayed three
times before taking off four months ago, was ambitiously
scheduled to go into service a year later, though analysts had
expected

BRAZIL TO ADD 1,973 FLIGHTS FOR
WORLD CUP
Brazil’s aviation regulator ANAC said it will likely grant
airlines’ requests to add 1,973 new flights to deal with the
demand expected during World Cup soccer matches in June
and July. Although the expansion in flights and routes represents only 1 percent of the existing system in Brazil, the
number of requests exceeded the 1,500 new flights that had
previously been expected.
The new flights should help contain the rise in air fares
for which carriers have come under scrutiny recently. Azul
and Avianca Brasil pledged earlier this month to cap domestic prices at BRR999 reais (USD$424).
Brazil’s two biggest carriers, Gol and TAM came under
fire last year when the government noticed ticket prices soaring during the World Cup. Brazil’s biggest airlines have been
cutting routes, returning aircraft and firing flight staff over
the past two years to restore profits amid high fuel prices and

a deteriorating exchange rate.
The local aviation industry is under pressure as one of
the biggest potential embarrassments at the World Cup. The
dozen host cities where games will be played are scattered
around the country, which will force around 3.6 million fans
through a series of overloaded airports.

REFORMING AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL
IS KEY TO THE FUTURE HEALTH OF
AMERICAN AVIATION
When we travel by air, the hassles of getting through airport security and delayed flights tend to weigh most on our
minds. Few of us pay any attention to the institutions governing the 50-million-plus takeoffs and landings handled annually by Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) air traffic
controllers that form a critical backbone for an industry that
accounts for over 5 percent of U.S. GDP.
For something so important, would you be shocked to
learn that air traffic control in practice has experienced very
little change since the 1960s? Increasingly, policy makers
are aware that this unfortunate status quo will be unable to
meet future air travel demand and that something must be
done.
In a groundbreaking new study published by the Hudson
Institute, Reason Foundation founder and Director of Transportation Policy Bob Poole lays out the case for dramatically
reforming air traffic control to fully take advantage of new
technologies and modern management practices. Adopting
these, Poole convincingly argues, will result in a large and
diverse benefits; including: savings in cost and time for
aircraft operators and air travelers; reduced airport and airspace congestion, and hence fewer constraints on continued
aviation growth; increased safety, thanks to more accurate
information in the hands of pilots and controllers and better
communications throughout the system; environmental benefits, as more direct routes and low-power landings reduce
fuel consumption, noise, and emissions; increased exports
of U.S.-developed technologies and services to the global
air traffic market.
The purpose of FAA’s NextGen program is modernizing
technology and increasing air traffic control efficiency. So
far, however, the FAA has proven inept in its deployment.
Poole identifies several institutional factors that are holding
back modernization.
The main obstacle preventing us from realizing these
benefits is the fundamental conflict between the FAA’s role
as safety regulator and its role as air traffic control provider,
which has led to an overcautious culture within the FAA’s
Air Traffic Organization (ATO). This is compounded by the
fact that FAA’s ATO faces a number of political oversight
constraints, leading to it treating politicians and bureaucrats
as its customers, rather than the airports and aircraft that rely
upon its services.

AVIATION BIO DIESEL: ANOTHER
ENVIRONMENTAL FANTASY
Joseph Alba
New research by Boeing Co. shows
that so-called green diesel, a fuel blend
made from oils and fats that’s already
used in trucks and other ground transportation, may be used to power aircraft
too.
One official called the revelation a
“major breakthrough” in the industry’s
quest to wean itself off fossil fuels and
See Aviation News page 11
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reduce harmful emissions.
“Green diesel is one small step in total aviation fuel capacity, but it’s one giant leap forward in the commercialization of sustainable aviation biofuels,” said Julie Felgar,
managing director of Boeing Commercial Airplanes Environmental Strategy and Integration.
Boeing has said that unlike some other alternative fuels,
green diesel is already being produced on a relatively large
scale and, with current government subsidies, is cost-competitive with traditional jet fuel, called Jet-A.
The question is this; how long will it take Green Fuel
to become economically viable? If it has to continue to be
subsidized by government – that’s us taxpayers by the way
- then in the long run, it becomes not a solution, but a problem. Also, how much energy does it take to create the fuel?
If it takes 5 units of energy to create the fuel and Green Diesel only saves 3 units of energy versus current aviation fuel,
then it is a net polluter, not a “Green Fuel”. This is true of the
current laughable situation with the “green fuel” we pump
into our cars.
It is true that Ethanol as a fuel additive does release less
carbon pollutants than gasoline; although gas mileage does
suffer. But the environmentalists – in their usual slipshod
approach to analysis - overlook the power needed to produce
ethanol. And this power comes primarily from coal plants
that have to convert thousands of tons of corn into ethanol.
In this scenario, the total power used and additional pollutants released into our air dwarfs whatever savings are accrued by ethanol versus gasoline.
So please, enough of this phony baloney. It makes my
hair hurt to see how so many of our citizens are being misled
and misinformed. From Wind Turbines to ethanol to Green
Jet fuels, it’s a game of three card Monty being played with
our tax dollars.
Note to Ms. Felgar at Boeing: Dear Ms. Felgar, I encour-

age you to do the total carbon saving analysis not just the
fuel usage in your jet aircraft. Before your fuel is delivered,
trucks and other transport have to deliver the raw product to
a refinery, the refinery then has to separate the fats and oils
from other animal matter, dilute the non-useful materials,
heat the refined fats, screen and purify the product and then
apply additives. As mentioned above, the overwhelming
majority of these refineries are dirty little fossil fuel plants.
The manufacturing process which converts large amounts of
grease and animal fats into a “Green Fuel” takes lots and lots
of energy.
Bio diesel manufacturing process involves a series of
energy consuming steps none of which are calculated into
the so called “Green Energy” savings. Biodiesel is made
through a chemical process called “transesterification”
whereby the glycerin is separated from the fat or vegetable
oil. The process leaves behind two products -- methyl esters
(the chemical name for biodiesel) and glycerin (a valuable
byproduct usually sold to be used in soaps and other products. *

* FUEL PROCESSING TECHNOLOGY, US LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
83844, JON VAN GERPEN, UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO

Therefore, in the final analysis, when you compare the
total data; “Green Energy” is emitting significantly more
carbon into the air than Jet A fuel.” The real tragic/comedy
is that US taxpayers are subsidizing Boeing to emit more
carbon into the air and American citizens are swallowing
this canard whole.

CAN BOEING KEEP FLYING HIGH IN
2014?
Since the new year, Boeing won a critical labor battle,
beat rival Airbus in total 2013 deliveries, and flirted with its

52-week high. Can it keep going?
A model of the Boeing 777X aircraft is seen on display
at the company’s stand during the 13th Dubai Airshow on
Nov. 18, 2013.
Has anyone had a better start to 2014 than Boeing? One
week into the new year, the Chicago-based aircraft manufacturer has won a critical labor battle, bested its European rival
in total airframe deliveries for the year just completed, and
announced a fresh $4.4 billion, 42-plane order for its new,
fuel-efficient 737 MAX airliner from Indian budget carrier
SpiceJet. To be fair, Boeing says at least part of that order is
included in its 2013 order numbers and therefore is already
part of its existing backlog, but still -- not a bad way to kick
off the new year.
Going into 2014, Boeing looks particularly well-positioned within the global commercial aerospace industry.
Numbers released Monday show that for the second year
running Boeing out-delivered chief rival Airbus, producing a record 648 jetliners last year (Airbus hasn’t officially
released its final numbers yet, but industry sources report
it produced more than 625 but less than Boeing’s 648). Its
stock is hovering around its 52-week high. The 787 Dreamliner is past its early growing pains and into mature production. Its new aircraft are showing strong orders right off the
bat. And, Aboulafia adds, it dodged a bullet as the deferral
of sequestration has eliminated a serious threat to its defense
business.

Labor Agreement also a plus for Boeing
That’s not the only bullet the company has dodged of late.
Since the November launch of the 777X -- an updated, more
efficient version of Boeing’s mainstay 777 wide-body airliner, the largest twin-engine commercial jet on the market
and a major profit-driver for Boeing -- carriers around the
globe have booked orders totaling more than $100 billion.
But a dispute with its machinists’ union over future pension
benefits and other issues briefly threatened Boeing’s ability
to competitively manufacture the 777X at its primary Seat-

*UHDW 9DOXH
/RFDWLRQ $ZDLW <RX
DW 7KH :RUOG·V 0RVW 3RSXODU +RWHO

 6HYHQWK $YH DW UG 6W
1HZ <RUN 1< 
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ZZZKRWHOSHQQFRP

/RFDWHG LQ WKH KHDUW RI PLGWRZQ 0DQKDWWDQ RSSRVLWH
0DGLVRQ 6TXDUH *DUGHQ DQG $PWUDN·V 3HQQ 6WDWLRQ
1HZ <RUN·V +RWHO 3HQQV\OYDQLD IHDWXUHV  JXHVW
URRPV DQG LV ZLWKLQ ZDONLQJ GLVWDQFH RI WKH (PSLUH
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SDFNDJHV DQG UDWHV

See Aviation News page 12
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tle-area manufacturing hub.
Last month, that issue was resolved when
a key union vote broke in Boeing’s favor, ensuring that manufacturing of both the 777X
and the 737 MAX -- a more efficient revamp
of Boeing’s legacy single-aisle passenger jet

-- will remain in Washington state. The deal
ensures not only that Boeing can develop
the core of its new commercial jet lineup at
its most experienced and tested manufacturing facilities, but it vastly reduces the risk of
labor disruptions as Boeing looks to deliver
the 737 MAX and 777X in 2017 and 2020,

respectively. That’s reassuring to customers
(who now have another option in the Airbus
A350-1000, slated to enter service in 2017)
and to shareholders; riding a successful labor battle, a strong order book, and a favorable aerospace marketplace into 2014, Boeing looks pretty invincible.

“There’s a confluence of good news right
now,” says Brian Foley, President of Brian
Foley Associates and aviation industry analyst. “But we can’t get blinded by the extreme short term. From an investor’s standpoint things do seem to be coming together
very well, but it’s a cyclical business.”

Airline News
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY AIRLINES AND
AVIATION
Commercial aviation turned 100 years old on New Year’s
Day. The first paying passenger flight was launched 100
years ago, which has changed the world and contributes significantly in modern day life.
On January 1, 1914, a team of four visionaries combined
efforts in the first scheduled commercial airline flight. Percival Fansler organized the funding for the St. PetersburgTampa Airboat Line which provided the first scheduled
air service across Tampa Bay, Florida. Thomas Benoist’s
airboat conducted the first flight, piloted by Tony Jannus.
Abram Pheil, then mayor of St. Petersburg, paid $400 at auction for the 23-minute flight.
These pioneers could not have envisioned the transformational changes that would follow. The industry began
with only one passenger on one route on January 1, 1914.
Today, the global aviation industry provides unprecedented
connectivity and positively impacts people in all corners of
the world.
“Over the last century, commercial aviation has transformed the world in ways unimaginable in 1914. The first
flight provided a short-cut across Tampa Bay. Today the
aviation industry re-unites loved ones, connects cultures,
expands minds, opens markets, and fosters development.
Aviation provides people around the globe with the freedom to make connections that can change their lives and
the world,” said Tony Tyler, the International Air Transport
Association’s (IATA) director-general and chief executive.
“Aviation is a force for good. And the potential of commercial flight to keep changing the world for the better is
almost unlimited. Aviation has always been a team effort,”
Tyler said. “Growing and sustainably spreading the benefits of connectivity will require the industry, governments,
regulators and local communities keep true to the ‘all-in-ittogether’ ethos that was the bedrock of that pioneering first
flight. And we should be guided by the long-term interests
of all whose lives are positively transformed by commercial
aviation every day. A hundred years is something worth celebrating.”

Air travel has changed dramatically in a short 100 year time span from the St. Petersburg to Tampa Airboat line to the
Dreamliner.

The wonderful world of air travel
- On average, every day more than eight million people
fly. In 2013, total passenger numbers were 3.1 billion — surpassing the three billion mark for the first time ever. That
number is expected to grow to 3.3 billion in 2014 (equivalent to 44 per cent of the world’s population).
- About 50 million ton of cargo is transported by air each
year [about 140,000 tons daily]. The annual value of these
goods is some $6.5 trillion, or 35 per cent, of the value of
goods traded internationally.
- Aviation supports over 57 million jobs and generates
$2.3 trillion in economic activity. The industry’s direct economic contribution of around $550 billion would, if translated into the GDP ranking of countries, place the industry
in 19th position.
- Global airline industry turnover is expected to be $753
billion in 2014, with an average industry profit margin of
2.6 per cent.
To mark the anniversary Flight 2014 in an airboat replica, built by St. Petersburg native and architect Ed Hoffman,
Sr., landed safely in the bay near Peter O. Knight Airport in
Tampa on Wednesday. The re-enactment flight left the North
Yacht Basin near the St. Petersburg Museum of History
about 10 am local time. Hoffman’s son, Eddie Hoffman Jr.,
was at the controls of a Hoffman X-4 Mullet Skiff airboat.

Anthony’s Flowers

Your Neighborhood Florist

Est 1952, Family owned and operated Florist
Serving the community & Airline industry
for over 50 years!

Flowers For All Occasions
Fruit Baskets • Cookie Trays
• Plants For Your Home or Ofﬁce
• Specializing in Funeral Arrangements
126-14 Rockaway Blvd.
South Ozone Park, NY 11420

(718) 529-1780
Fax: (718) 845-5767
All Credit Cards Accepted
We Deliver - Flowers Sent Worldwide

The event marked 100 years since pilot Tony Jannus carried
former St. Petersburg Mayor Abe Pheil, along with a bag of
mail, across Tampa Bay on Jan. 1, 1914, during the inaugural flight of the St. Petersburg-Tampa Airboat Line.
A replica of the original airliner, the Benoist 2014, built
and piloted by Kermit Weeks, was originally scheduled to
make the flight but plans were scrapped when issues uncovered during pre-flight testing prevented the plane from taking off. Weeks powered up the Benoist during the event in
St. Petersburg and it was available for public viewing but
did not fly.
Weeks is hopeful more modifications to the Benoist 2014
replica will allow him to fly the airboat across Tampa Bay
later this year.

AMERICAN EAGLE CHANGING ITS
NAME TO ENVOY
American Eagle is getting a new name — but the
American Eagle name isn’t going away.
The regional carrier
owned by American Airlines will become known as
See Airline News page 13

JFK COMPUTER SYSTEM SPECIALIST
for your business or home.
Looking for an IT specialist near JFK for your business or home? Call Igor, an IT consultant with 16 years of IT management experience in the airline industry. Igor and his
team have expertise in most areas of IT management, including:
Computer/ server/printer/hardware. Windows OS/Software installation and repair.
Data migration and recovery. Password recovery.
Virus and malware removal
Server and network installation
Cisco & SonicWall: Firewall/Router/Switch/Call manager conﬁguration and support
Email Exchange and Citrix XenApp installation and maintenance

Phone: 917-922-8729 Email: JFKComps@gmail.com
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Envoy in March, American Airlines Group
said. It will continue to ﬂy routes for American, which also contracts with other regional
airlines to operate ﬂights under the American Eagle name.
The name change is necessary as American Airlines expands its use of other regional
carriers under a labor agreement negotiated
with American’s pilots union in Bankruptcy
Court. A year ago, American reached a deal
with Republic Airways to operate 53 regional jets with 76 seats on routes for American
Airlines using the American Eagle brand.
Envoy will still use the American Eagle
brand and livery on its planes, and ﬂights
will be designated as ﬂown by Envoy.
“Our people and our company — which
is one of the largest regional carriers in the
world, with some of the best people in our
business — deserve a name that is all our
own,” said Pedro Fábregas, American Eagle’s new chief executive. “By taking on
the Envoy name, we can better differentiate
ourselves from the competition and better
market ourselves. This is important for both
our people and our company as we further
expand our ground handling business.”

tendants it will base there, saying it plans to
hire 22 additional ﬂight attendants for its Atlantic City operation. Spirit currently has 62
attendants based in Atlantic City, according
to The Press of Atlantic City.
Spirit is currently the only airline ﬂying
to Atlantic City International Airport, which
has struggled to hold on to airline service
during the past decade. However, the airport’s fortunes received a major boost in

November when United – now the nation’s
biggest carrier following the AmericanUS Airways merger – announced it would
launch nonstop routes to Chicago O’Hare
and Houston Bush Intercontinental starting
in April.
As for Spirit, it ﬂies from Atlantic City
to several destinations in Florida, Myrtle
Beach, S.C., as well as seasonal destinations.
See Airline News page 14

Take Your Career to the Next Level:
Vaughn Master’s Degree in Airport Management
With a master of science degree in airport management
from Vaughn College, you’ll gain the skills you need to
succeed in today’s airport industry.
One of the only programs of its kind in the Northeast,
Vaughn’s master’s program was created for the airport
management industry–by the airport industry–to give you:
» The solid, diverse curriculum today’s industry
demands, including courses in economics, human
resource management, airport planning and
operations, security, safety–and more.

American Eagle Pilots reach accord
American Eagle’s pilots union reached a
new agreement that freezes pay but guarantees that American will use Eagle to operate
60 new Embraer regional jets that American
has ordered. Union leaders have said American would look to other regional carriers to
operate the jets if the pilots did not agree to
concessions.
American said the new name was chosen
after it looked at more than 1,000 names and
took into account feedback from the airline’s
14,000 employees.
But, on the positive side of the ledger,
American Eagle president Pedro Fabregas
wrote to union members that “the time it
takes for many of our pilots to qualify and
be given priority over external candidates
for pilot positions at American with this enhanced ﬂow through will be nearly cut in
half, allowing our current pilots to quickly
advance and grow their careers at both Eagle
and American.”
Kit Darby, an aviation consultant who
argues that an acute pilot shortage is looming, said he believes that major airlines will
likewise “strengthen or institute new ﬂowthrough agreements along with signing bonuses (already at $5,000 to $10,000″ for
regional airline pilots starting at the bottom
rungs and who barely make minimum wage.

SPIRIT AIRLINES MAKES
ATLANTIC CITY AIRPORT
COMMITMENT
Spirit Airlines appears to be putting down
roots in Atlantic City.
The self-described “ultra low-cost carrier” is expanding the number of ﬂight at-

» A schedule that works with your schedule. With
night and weekend classes, part-time and full-time
options and personal attention from accomplished,
experienced faculty, at Vaughn you can earn your
degree–while you live your life.
» Solid industry connections,
because what you gain outside
the classroom environment is
equally as important as what
you learn within it.

Visit www.vaughn.edu.

By this time next year, you could be ready to
take on the airport’s toughest challenges.
Start now: visit www.vaughn.edu or call
866.6VAUGHN to speak with a graduate advisor.

86-01 23rd Avenue, Flushing, NY 11369
1-866-6VAUGHN s www.vaughn.edu
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Airline News
From Page 13

SOUTHWEST PILOTS CONFUSED BY
LIGHTS OF WRONG AIRPORT
The pilots of the Southwest Airlines plane that landed at
the wrong airport in Missouri last week told investigators
they mistook the bright runway lights of a smaller airport for
their intended destination at Branson Airport, the National
Transportation Safety Board said.
The pilots told NTSB investigators they did not realize
they were at the wrong airport until they had landed, which
required heavy braking to get the Boeing 737-700 with 124
passengers aboard stopped on the shorter-than-expected runway, the NTSB said in a statement.
Southwest has suspended the two pilots from flying.
The jet landed at Clark Downtown Airport instead of at
Branson Airport, the main commercial air strip near Branson, which has a much longer runway. The airports are about
7 miles (11 km) apart.
The captain, who has worked for Southwest for 15 years
and has about 16,000 flight hours, told investigators it was
his first flight into Branson. The first officer, who has been
with the airline since 2001, told the NTSB it was his second
flight into Branson, but the previous one was during daylight
hours.
The pilots said the approach had been programmed into
the plane’s flight management system, but that they saw the
bright runway lights of Clark Downtown Airport and flew
a visual approach into what they mistakenly believed to be
Branson Airport.
The NTSB and the Federal Aviation Administration are
investigating the incident.

EVA TO INCREASE NORTH AMERICAN
FLIGHTS
Starting in June
2014, EVA Air
will increase North
American service
from 45 flights per

Security News
POINTING LASERS AT AIRPLANES
COULD BRING PRISON TIME UNDER
ARIZONA PROPOSAL
Perhaps other states may want to take a look at Arizona’s
tough new anti laser law.
A bill at the Arizona Legislature would increase penalties
for pointing laser pointers at airplanes and other aircraft. Offenders could face prison terms for such actions if the legislation is approved.
The measure — House Bill 2164 — would make targeting aircraft with laser pointers a felony. It is currently a
misdemeanor offense. The airline industry, airports and the
federal government generally support tougher penalties for
such actions, which can be hazardous to aircraft pilots.
Federal Aviation Administration spokesman Ian Gregor
said there have been 411 incidents of persons pointing lasers
or light beams at airplanes since 2011. “The FAA has long
recognized that laser events are a serious safety issue and has
worked with airlines, private pilots and law enforcement to
address it,” Gregor said. There have been also been efforts
to increase federal penalties and fines against laser-pointing
individuals.
The Arizona bill makes the offense a Class 5 felony,
See Security News page 15

week to 55, boosting frequency to Los Angeles, New York,
San Francisco, Toronto and Vancouver. By adding 22 percent
more flights, EVA will also expand capacity, offer passengers greater convenience and provide more flights between
North America and Taiwan than any other airline. Travelers
can book from the expanded schedule now through travel
agents or on the airline’s website at www.evaair.com.
Since joining Star Alliance in June 2013, EVA has experienced growing demand for its services among business travelers. There has been a substantial increase in the numbers
of business passengers flying the airline from North America
to Southeast Asia via its hub in Taipei, Taiwan. Bookings for
EVA’s Royal Laurel Class business cabin have also climbed.
EVA launched the luxurious service on the New York – Taipei route in June 2012.
The average load on EVA’s North America flights surpassed 80 percent in 2013 and company officials expect
bookings to keep climbing in 2014. It will accommodate this
growth and the added frequency by taking delivery of three
Boeing 777-300ERs in the second quarter of 2014 and deploying the new aircraft on long-haul flights between North
America and Taiwan.

DELTA’S LAST DC-9 RETIRES AT
CHARLOTTE MUSEUM
Delta Air Lines’ last DC-9 taxis toward the Carolinas
Aviation Museum as it goes into retirement at the museum
after a flight from Atlanta on January 23, 2014.
Charlotte added another retiree; one finishing a high-flying career after 35 years.
Delta Air Lines’ last DC-9 arrived about 12:30 p.m. at
Charlotte Douglas International Airport and took up residence at the Carolinas Aviation Museum. Built in 1979, the
aircraft is the latest addition to the growing fleet at the museum, which includes the fuselage of the “Miracle on the
Hudson” jetliner that ditched five years ago without any loss
of life to the 155 aboard.
Wally Coppinger, executive director of the museum off
Billy Graham Parkway, said the plane donated by Delta will
be on permanent exhibition and should open to visitors in

a few weeks. Another DC-9 is on exhibit at Delta’s air museum in Atlanta.

AIR CANADA ON UPSWING SAYS CEO
Air Canada’s financial turnaround and brand aren’t undermined by a few high-profile incidents such as the temporary loss of Olympic snowboarding equipment and weather
disruptions, the airline’s CEO said.
“It ruins none of the gains that we’re making,” Calin
Rovinescu told reporters after addressing the Canadian Club
of Montreal. How to sustain the world’s recovery from financial crisis is the focus as delegates gather for this year’s
World Economic Forum in Davos.
The country’s largest airline has boosted its profit,
launched a low-cost carrier, wiped out its large pension deficit and has seen its stock more than triple in the past year.
Yet, it attracted prominent headlines after misplacing the
sporting equipment, denying a flight to an Alberta soldier
with post-traumatic stress disorder, losing a dog it was transporting and seeing the flight plans of thousands of customers
disrupted when severe winter weather hit Toronto. “Like in
every single one of the airlines that operate in the world,
there will be an occasional situation ... but in the overall
scale of things, when you look at the success – best airline
in North America, best-performing stock on the stock exchange, best airline in Canada for business travel – I think
that we’re on the right path.”
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Security News
From Page 14

which can carry a two-year prison sentence. If the laser incident causes some kind of accident or harm, then it is a Class
4 felony, which can carry a 45-month prison term, according
CriminalDefenseLawyer.com.
Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport spokeswoman
Julie Rodriguez referred calls about the bill to the FAA and
public safety officials. The City of Phoenix and several other
Valley cities operate airports and air fields.

Ken Strobek, executive director of the League of Arizona
Cities and Towns, said his group does not have a stance on
the measure.

ANTI-TERRORISM POLICE ARREST
WOMAN AT HEATHROW
British police said they arrested two women on suspicion of being involved in terrorism, one of them at London’s
Heathrow airport as she prepared to take a flight to Istanbul.
The 26-year-old was detained at around 9:20 at Terminal

ADVERTISE IN THE
AIRPORT PRESS
Call (718) 244-6788
or Email: airprtpres@aol.com

Airport Press
www.airportpress.us

Five and taken to a police station. A large amount of cash
was also seized, police said in a statement. Five hours later, a
second woman, aged 27, was arrested at an address in northwest London.
Both women were held on suspicion of being involved in
the commission, preparation and instigation of acts of terrorism, the statement said. Both arrests were intelligence-led
and not in response to any immediate threat or risk, it added.
Detectives were searching two addresses in north and
northwest London under the Terrorism Act.
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Name that Plane
NAME THAT PLANE
The winner of last month’s competition is Dan Carbonaro, PAPD retired with this entry:
The Aircraft in this months Name That Plane is the British Aerospace 146 / Avro RJ.
The British Aerospace 146 is a regional airliner that was
manufactured in the United Kingdom by British Aerospace,
later part of BAE Systems. Production ran from 1983 until 2002. Manufacture of an improved version known as the
Avro RJ began in 1992. A further-improved version with new
engines, the Avro RJX, was announced in 1997, but only two
prototypes and one production aircraft were built before production ceased in 2001. With 387 aircraft produced, the Avro
RJ/BAe 146 is the most successful British civil jet program.
The BAe 146/Avro RJ is a high-wing cantilever monoplane with a T-tail. It has four turbofan engines mounted on
pylons underneath the wings, and has retractable tricycle
landing gear. The aircraft has very quiet operation, and has
been marketed under the name Whisperjet. It sees wide usage at small city-based airports. In its primary role it serves
as a regional jet, short-haul airliner or regional airliner. The
BAe 146/Avro RJ is in wide use among European airlines,
such as Brussels Airlines, CityJet and Swiss International
Air Lines.
The BAe 146 comes in -100, -200 and -300 models. The
equivalent Avro RJ versions are designated RJ70, RJ85, and
RJ100. The freight-carrying version carries the designation
“QT” (Quiet Trader), a convertible passenger-or-freight
model is designated as “QC” (Quick Change). A “gravel kit”
can be fitted to aircraft to enable operations from rough, unprepared airstrips.
By 1981, a large assembly line had been completed at
British Aerospace’s Hatfield site, and the first completed
aircraft took flight that year, quickly followed by two more
prototypes. Initial flight results showed better than predicted
take-off and climb performance. In 1982, British Aerospace
stated that the sale of a total 250 aircraft was necessary for
the venture to break even. The BAe 146 received its Certificate of Airworthiness on 8 February 1983. Upon its launch
into service, it was hailed as being “the world’s quietest jetliner”.
In 1993, the upgraded Avro RJ series superseded the BAe
146. The Avro RJ series also featured a modernized cockpit
with EFIS replacing the analogue ADI, HSI and engine instrumentation. Production of the Avro RJ ended with the
final four aircraft being delivered in late 2003; a total of 173
Avro RJ aircraft were delivered between 1993 and 2003.
The aircraft proved to be useful on “high density” regional and short-haul routes. In economy class, the BAe 146 can
either be configured in a standard five-abreast layout or a
high-density 6-abreast layout, making it one of very few regional jets that can use a 6-abreast layout in economy class.
Reportedly, the aircraft is profitable on most routes with only
marginally more than half the seats occupied.
The BAe 146 is also renowned for its relatively quiet operation, a positive feature that appealed to those operators
that wanted to provide services to noise-sensitive airports
within cities. The aircraft is one of only a few types that
can be used on flights to London City Airport, which has a
unique steep approach and a short runway; for several years
the BAe 146 was the only conventional jet aircraft capable
of flying from London City Airport.
The BAe 146 was the second aircraft, after Concorde,
to use carbon brakes and is powered by four Avco Lycoming ALF 502 turbofan engines, which are fixed on pylons
underneath the aircraft’s high wing. Early on, the decision
to adopt four engines for a feeder airliner rather than two
has been viewed as atypical to some commentators. The advantages of adopting the four engine configuration includes
greater redundancy and superior takeoff performance from

January Name that Plane

short runways and in hot and high conditions.
The 146 was introduced into Royal Air Force service in
1986 as a VIP transport; it was the first jet aircraft to be operated by 32 (The Royal) Squadron. The type was widely
used for passenger services in Australia from the late 1980s
until the early 2000s, where the aircraft was suited to long
distance, low volume routes. 18 were in service with Ansett
Australia as of 1999.
Other correct entries were submitted by Jorge Carranza
of Fedex at Newark Airport and Walter Thuelmann of Lufthansa.

WHOZIT
This month, we will reprise our Whozit competition with
a fairly easy photo to identify. Many military observers consider this man the “General who invented the US Air Force.”

Airport Press Readers:
We have noticed a drop off of contestants
responding to our contest entries. Please send me a
note to my private email and let me know how we
can improve, and how we communicate the contest
information, and what we use as our contest topics.
We want this to be fun, not a drudgery.
albahullst@aol.com
Thank you,
Joe Alba, Editor
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Names in the News
LUFTHANSA’S SPOHR TO
TAKE OVER OPERATIONS
Lufthansa will appoint management board
member Carsten Spohr, currently in charge of
its passenger airline business, as chief executive, a German newspaper reported.
Citing company sources, German tabloid
Bild reported an “internal” decision had been
made and that the company’s supervisory
board would rubber-stamp the appointment at
a meeting in March. Under Germany’s twotier board structure for listed companies, senior managers including the chief executive
are appointed by the non-executive supervisory board.
Current CEO Christoph Franz is set to
leave the German carrier when his contract
expires at the end of May to join Swiss drugmaker Roche as board chairman.
German media have highlighted several
Lufthansa executives as possible candidates
to succeed Franz, including Spohr and fellow
management board member Harry Hohmeister as well as Lufthansa Cargo divisional head
Karl Ulrich Garnadt and catering unit LSG’s
chief Walter Gehl.
A Lufthansa spokesman said the process to
pick a new CEO was ongoing and that there
was no time pressure because the incumbent
had a contract until May 31.
A decision would be announced once it
was formally made, he added.

STEVE GUNNING HAS BEEN
APPOINTED CEO OF IAG
CARGO

million customers each year. Based on revenue, it is the sixth largest airline group in the
world. IAG has been formed to lead global
consolidation in the industry and drive scalable revenue and cost synergies between its
operating companies. During the past two
years, in addition to setting up a new group
cargo business, IAG has launched a new lowcost airline, Iberia Express, acquired bmi and
more recently, Vueling Airlines, the third
largest low-cost carrier in Europe.”

JAL PRESIDENT: BOEING
787 BATTERY PROBLEM
WON’T AFFECT FUTURE 787
OPERATIONS
The president of Japan Airlines said that
while last week’s battery problem on one of
its Boeing 787 jets was “unfortunate,” it won’t
affect future operations of the aircraft, and the
company is confident about the plane’s safety.
JAL said last week it found a battery malfunction on a Boeing Co. (BA) 787 Dreamliner parked at Narita Airport. The problem
came a year after the advanced jetliner was
grounded worldwide for several months due
to battery problems. “There will be no problem in operating our 787s going forward,”
JAL President Yoshiharu Ueki said at a news
conference.
He said the latest battery problem shows
that the modifications made by Boeing to the
battery system after last year’s incidents to
ensure the aircraft’s safety had worked.
On Jan. 14, smoke was detected by a JAL
mechanic checking the cockpit of a plane before it was to depart for Bangkok. The mechanic found that a relief port had vented on
one of eight lithium-ion cells in each battery,
and that liquid had sprayed inside the battery
container.
Mr. Ueki stressed that the problem with
one cell didn’t affect other cells and smoke
came out of the aircraft without going into the
inside, as intended under the modified battery
system design.
JAL and Boeing are still investigating the
cause of the latest malfunction, as are the
Japanese and U.S. aviation authorities and
battery-maker GS Yuasa Corp. (6674.TO),
Mr. Ueki said.

Gunning has senior management and leadership experience in both the finance and airline industries. Prior to this appointment, he
was managing director for British Airways
World Cargo.
Gunning has spent the past two years integrating the British Airways and Iberia cargo
divisions into a single business. He began his
career with PricewaterhouseCoopers, where
he qualified as a chartered accountant and
worked in the UK and the U.S.
“I am delighted Steve is joining the group’s
management committee,” IAG CEO Willie
Walsh said. “His commitment to the business
has led to significant changes in the way we
manage our cargo divisions.”
Gunning is also chairman of the International Air
Transport Association’s Cargo Committee.
“IAG Cargo is an important part of the group, and I
am excited about the role it
can play in achieving IAG’s
wider objectives and providing great service to our
customers,” Gunning said.
“IAG is one of the world’s
largest airline groups with
435 aircraft flying to 230 destinations, carrying 700,000
tonnes of cargo and over 67
JAL President Yoshiharu Ueki
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Hijinx
PASSENGER AWAKES TO
FIND HIMSELF LOCKED IN
PLANE
As the captain of an oil platform supply boat in the Gulf of Mexico, Tom
Wagner is no stranger to bumps and other movement while he sleeps. So when
he nodded off on a flight from Louisiana to Houston, it was no surprise that
the landing bounce didn’t wake him.
“That’s the norm for me,” Wagner said.
“A little jolt wouldn’t bother me.”
He awoke to a traveler’s nightmare.
He opened his eyes to a dark and locked
plane parked at Houston’s Bush Intercontinental Airport. “I looked down the
aisle, there was nobody on the plane,”
Wagner said from California, where he’s

visiting his sister. “It was locked up.
Lights were off. No motors running. It
was like it was secured for the night.”
Wagner, 51, from Lafayette, La., who
had a window seat near the back of the
plane, said he didn’t panic. “I had a little
smile: I’ve got to get off here,” he said.
But first, “I had to use the bathroom,” he
said. “I was walking around, had to find
the bathroom in the dark.”
Then he picked up his cellphone and
called his girlfriend, whom he described
as “kind of a joker.” She started laughing. “Get me off this plane!” Wagner
implored. “Stop laughing. It’s getting
cold.”
She called United Airlines in Lafayette, where Wagner had boarded United

Got Twitter?
Follow @bpinnola

Classified

FURNISHED ROOMS/
APARTMENT SHARES

Your ad could be here:
call 718-244-6788 or

Springfield Gardens
MAKE MY HOME YOUR HOME!! Completely
furnished, newly decorated, exceptionally clean. Near
all parkways, airports & public transportation. Lots of
parking. References required. Call 718-723-8063.

Express Flight 4245 on Friday evening
to make a connection in Houston, and
was told there was “no way” he was
stuck on that plane.
He reached the front of the aircraft.
“I grabbed the (entrance door) lever,”
Wagner said. “I thought: I better not do
that. Let them get me of the plane. So
many things go through your head.”
Moments later, a couple of maintenance workers coincidentally opened
the door and found Wagner there to greet
them.

For the latest info on
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#jfkairportspace

email: airprtpres@aol.com
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Prologis
JFK Cargo Centers at Building 75 & 77
16,000 Square Feet Warehouse Space For Lease in Building 77
Eastern Road, JFK International Airport, Jamaica NY 11430
15,000 Square Feet of Office Space for Lease in Building 75
Hanger Road, JFK International Airport, Jamaica, NY 11430
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W

ith a successful Super Bowl behind us, I wanted to thank everyone who made a monumental task
look so easy. If it was just preparing for
the game it would have been easy. But the
magnitude of all the ancillary events that go
along with the game truly tested the limits of
our region’s ability to handle an event like
this and you all deserve credit for your part
in that success.
Preparations started years ago, just weeks
after the May 2010 announcement that the
Super Bowl would be played in our region,
only a few miles from two of our airports:
Newark Liberty International and Teterboro.
Since then, we’ve worked tirelessly with
dozens of our partners to make sure we covered all aspects of air travel to and from the
game throughout our airport system. Everyone came together in a remarkable collective effort, putting in long hours for many
months to ensure teams, families and fans
would have flawless airport experiences.
We trained hundreds of Super Bowl Host
Committee volunteers, and they performed
spectacularly throughout the week to make
sure passengers were able to quickly and

safely navigate our airports. I thank all of
them for their patience, hard work and dedication. They made us look great!
I also thank our airline and terminal operator partners who did such a terrific job
welcoming passengers. For many visitors,
interactions at our airports made the first
impression of the New York-New Jersey region, and I know there was no shortage of
smiling faces and positive attitudes making
great impressions. That’s been a hallmark of
our customer service training program for
decades, and reinforces why these programs
are so fundamental to our customer service
efforts.
Some people were concerned about our
ability to pull off such a major event without
any problems, but I knew our professionalism would carry the day. Thank you again to
everyone who made Super Bowl week such
a huge success.

Ralph Tragale
Assistant Director of Aviation
The Port Authority of NY & NJ

SALUTE TO AFRICAN-AMERICAN AVIATION PIONEERS

T

he contributions and accomplishments of African-American men and
women in the field of aviation began
just a few short years after the Wright Brothers took off from the sandy beaches at Kitty
Hawk, when Emory C. Malick became the
first African-American aviator to earn a license in the U.S. on March 20, 1912.
From the earliest days of flight, AfricanAmerican pilots had to overcome the barriers of racial discrimination to pursue their
dreams, which meant they either had to go
abroad to find instruction or teach themselves how to fly.
Such was the case with Eugene J. Bullard
who became the first African-American U.S
military pilot, but who had to go to France to
earn his wings in 1917; and Bessie Coleman,
who made aviation history by becoming the
first African-American female in the U.S. to
earn a pilot’s license in 1921, but who also
had to travel to France in order to receive
training.
In 1926, James Herman Banning and
Thomas Allen became the first AfricanAmerican aviators to successfully fly across
the U.S. – in 41 hours and 27 minutes! – and
the first African-American air show in U.S.
history occurred in 1931; not until that point
and for many years afterward, air shows
and carnivals featuring stunt pilots were the

mainstay for African-American pilots who
still had little access to flying-school. However, in that same year, the Curtis-Wright
Aeronautical School opened a course in aircraft mechanics to its first all-African-American class, which allowed Cornelius Coffey
to become the first African-American to earn
both a pilot and mechanic’s license. Soon afterwards, Coffey opened a flight school that
would play a pivotal role in training future
African-American U.S. Army Air Corp Cadets at Tuskegee Institute.
Charles Alfred Anderson, often referred
to as the “Father of Black Aviation” taught
himself how to fly, and would also train pilots at Tuskegee. But before that, he was the
first African-American to earn a commercial
pilot’s license, and with Dr. Albert Forsythe
would become one of the first AfricanAmerican aviators to complete a round-trip
transcontinental flight from Atlantic City to
Los Angeles, and back – in 1933.
Anderson then went on to instruct the
first Black Air Force combat pilots at the
renowned Tuskegee Institute as head of the
Civilian Pilot Training Program, a federal
program that paved the way for equal rights,
while becoming the first African-American
pilot to be employed at the school.
One of the members of that first training
class at Tuskegee was Benjamin O. Davis, Jr.

a West-Point graduate, who would become
Commander of the all-Black air unit and in
later years be named the first African-American General in the U.S. Air Force; while the
cadets at Tuskegee would be the first to be
commissioned as U.S. Army Air Force pilots. They would be officially known as the
332nd Fighter Group before being reformed
into the 99th Fighter Squadron; but they
would go down in history as the legendary
Red Tails – the first all-African-American
military combat group whose mission was
to escort bombers over Europe in WW II.
The Red Tails never lost a plane to enemy
fighters, and their exemplary combat record
was instrumental in reversing segregation
laws that divided the U.S. armed forces.
The years following WWII opened up the
field of aviation to not only former military
pilots, but to other newcomers as well.
Perry Young, an airplane and helicopter
pilot was hired by regional New York Airways in 1956, making him the first African-American to be hired by a commercial
airline followed by Marlon D. Green and
David Harris, who became the first AfricanAmerican pilots hired by a major U.S. carrier in the 1960’s – the era that would usher
in the Space Age.
While Major Robert H. Lawrence, a
trained test-pilot, was the first African-

American selected to become an astronaut
in 1967, he was prematurely killed in a
flight accident; making Guion S. Bluford
the first to successfully complete a space
flight aboard the Space Shuttle Challenger
in 1983.
Dr. Mae C. Jemison became the first African-American female astronaut accepted by
NASA in 1987, and flew aboard the Space
Shuttle Endeavor as a space mission specialist in 1992.
History was recently made once again
when General Charles F. Bolden, nominated
by President Barack Obama, became the
current administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA),
in 2009.
And the sky is the limit for future African-American aviators; Barrington Irving
was the youngest person to fly solo around
the world in 1986, Kenny Roy became the
youngest pilot to fly a plane on his own at
age 14 in 2004, and Kimberly Anyadike flew
across the U.S as the youngest female pilot
in 2009, at the age of 15.
We at the Port Authority are proud to acknowledge the many achievements of African-American aviators, both past and present as we celebrate Black History Month.
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