
 

 1 

MCCPTA Board of Directors Meeting 
November 14, 2019 

Carver Educational Services Center – Room 134 
 
 

Lynne Harris, MCCPTA President, called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. A quorum was 
not yet present at the beginning of the meeting. 
 

Lynne introduced Jennifer Webster from OSSI and Alan Goodwin, who are seeking input 
from MCCPTA on the 2.0 Eligibility Policy to participate in extracurricular activities.  OSSI 

is looking to get on opinions on whether 9th graders should be eligible all year, the policy 
should stay as is, weighted GPAs should be used and/or should the 2.0 standard be 

raised. This is a look at MS and HS. 
 

• Debate among attendees about what works well in various schools within 
MCPS 

• One size doesn’t fit all, there may be complicating factors that detract 

from a student’s ability to be come eligible – 504s, ESOL, lack of support, 
hardship 

• Some argued the policy in its current state is too rigid and punitive 
against those students we don’t want to punish 

• Discussion as to whether HS principals could contract with students like 
MS principals do and if so, how would equity be ensured 

• Options will be presented to the BOE on January 27, 2020 

 
At 7:25 quorum was achieved 

 
The Agenda with the addition of Gillian Huebner’s resolution to New Business and the 

October minutes were approved by consent  
 

Information Updates 
 

Mental Wellness Forum – the Mental Wellness Forum is scheduled for 1/11/20 at 
Wood MS from 1 pm to 5 pm. Sunil Dasgupta presented a summary of the program. He 

is waiting on confirmation of the keynote speaker before advertising. From 8 am to 4 
pm there will also be Mental Health first aid training. In addition, the 3 Gaithersburg 
cluster principals will be leading a principals only workshop on how to make their 
schools more trauma informed. 
 

E-List Update – Adam Lee reported on the status of the migration of our yahoo groups 
from yahoo to Groups.io. Three groups have successfully migrated as of the meeting 

date (the board, delegates and presidents groups); it is taking some time to get all 
groups through the process. MCCPTA has paid $220 to transfer all of the yahoo groups 
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to groups.io within one year. If you are a committee chair and would like an e-list group 
please reach out with a list of email addresses.  
 
Nominating Committee – Chris Rutledge reported on the status of the Nominating 
Committee, we have one member from each cluster: 
Michelle Moller 
Matt Swibel 
Debby Orsak 

Tammy Clark 
Kim Hayden 

Charisse Scott 
A full slate has been nominated and will be voted on at the December 4, 2019 DA 

meeting. 
 

MCPS Family Engagement Advisory Committee – Cynthia Simonson explained that this 
is not a new program but one that is being rebuilt.  She explained the application 
process to build a team with 15 positions for parents, a two year term, meet 

approximately 7 times per year. The application is due on 12/13/19. This committee is 
looking for ways to engage families that are not engaging in our current MCPS structure. 

Cynthia believes the application is in multiple languages but will check. There will be a 
committee to select participants from the applicant pool. 

 
MemberHub Update – Carrie Palsson provided more information on MemberHub 

including the fact that they will do one on one training for anyone who asks. 12.7% of all 
PTAs in Maryland have started uploading data. The president and treasurer of your local 

PTAs should have received an email to activate MemberHub. You can email the VP of 
Membership at the MD PTA with any questions. Those with more questions for Carrie 

broke out into the hall to discuss. 
 
Proposed Legislation MC20-20 – Laura Stewart explained David Moon’s proposal to 
disallow realtors to advertise based on school assignment and the addition of a 
document at closing that would require the new buyers signature stating that school 

boundaries may change. This explanation was purely informative. 
 

New Business 
 

Resolution on School Safety/Gun Violence – Gillian Huebner raised the issue and stated 
that Rob Wilcox is willing to draft the resolution. It was discussed as an emergency 
resolution so that the resolution could be voted on at the 12/4/19 DA meeting. Gillian 
was going to distribute widely so that feedback could be obtained from the locals prior 

to the 12/4 DA meeting. The resolution must be presented to locals more than a week 
prior to the 12/4 DA for an emergency vote. The Board supports this resolution. 
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Wootton Cluster Coordinator – a third Wootton CC was elected at the last Wootton 
cluster meeting, Tangela Cuascut has been approved. 
 
CIP Chair – Jane Lehrman was confirmed as the new CIP Chair in the ExComm Meeting 
prior to the BOD meeting this evening. 
 
Monique Ashton – she was elected to the Rockville City Council and the Board has 
accepted her resignation as the Richard Montgomery Cluster Coordinator and the Chair 

of the Diversity and Inclusion Committee. 
 

Budget Amendment – Khristy Kartsakalis would like to propose an addendum to add 
$2,650 to the Special Business Achievement Challenge line item in the budget to meet 

their needs, this addendum was approved. 
 

Committee Reports 
 
Safe Tech – working a cell phone policy countywide, creating a resolution to be voted on 

in January. It was discussed that MCR SGA should be included in this discussion.  
 

Curriculum – MCPS is looking at other math pathways with more on and off ramps, 
there are meeting dates noted in Quick Notes. 

 
Operating Budget – Operating Budget Workshop on 1/4/20 at Parkland MS from 8 am to 

noon and then stay for Kirwan. 
 

Membership – MemberHub will do personalized training, reach out 
 

Reflections – submissions are due 12/13/19 
 
Business Challenge – the final event is May 30, 2020, the event starts in February and 
will send more information to the middle school PTAs. 
 

Financial – the 990 was filed. 
 

Time ran short, officer reports were omitted however; materials are in the November 
2019 BOD folder in OneDrive. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:57 pm. 
 
 

 
 
 


