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41st Annual NALA Convention Recap
Tracy Mosz, ACP
NALA Liaison

Hundreds of paralegals gathered from across the United States at the 41st Annual
NALA Conference and Expo this year in Las Vegas, Nevada.
This year was a very special convention for Tulsa for many reasons. TAPA member
Cassandra Oliver, ACP, was installed as NALA President and TAPA member Debra
Overstreet, ACP, was installed as NALA Treasurer for 2016-2017. Additionally, three
TAPA members were a part of the LEAP (Leadership Enhancement & Presentation)
program: June Brown, Michelle Maxwell and Christian Chicas. TAPA always has a
strong presence at the NALA convention and this year was no exception. As a
matter of fact, I believe our excellent reputation nationally continues to grow as our
members successfully seek and fill national leadership roles.
Representing approximately 18,000 paralegals across the United States, NALA is the
nation’s leading association for professional certification, continuing education, and
career advancement for paralegals. Cassandra believes that through commitment to
high professional standards and relevancy in its programs and services, NALA
equips paralegals with the tools needed for
professional development and to manage
their careers with success.
On her recent election, Cassandra Oliver
commented that "[f]rom its origin over 40
years ago, NALA continues its intentional
actions to add value for paralegals. Being a
part of NALA’s strong leadership foundation
is an honor. And as the employment of
paralegals is projected to grow 8 percent
through 2024, NALA moves forward
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TAPA’s 2016
Board of Directors

embracing a bright future with countless
opportunities in building value for its stakeholders
across generations.”

President
Michelle Maxwell, ACP

My favorite part of the convention this year was the
DoubleDutch app for mobile phones and tablets.
The app included great features:

First Vice President
(Membership)
Jaime D. McKay, ACP
Second Vice President
(Education)
Gloria S. Jones, ACP
Secretary
Mona Jenkins, ACP
Treasurer
Teri Helland, CP
Communications Officer
Lisa M. Stone, ACP
Parliamentarian
Jennifer Arnold, CP
NALA Liaison
Tracy Mosz, ACP
Board Member At Large
Ann Marie Reynolds

• Updates – to share photos and comments;
• Activity feed – a real-time feed of all event
activities;
• Agenda – session times, room number, speaker
information, etc.
• Users – allowed us to see who’s at the event and
connect with them on the app;
• Leaderboard – to earn points and badges for
being active on the app and at the event.
The app was updated constantly by attendees
before and at convention. Anyone that knows me
knows that I love interaction. I was at the top of the
leaderboard before convention and stayed close to
the top during convention. However, my leadership
was usurped by paralegals that love to take selfies!
TAPA Board member Jennifer Arnold is a prime
example. She is a selfie-taking pro!! Jennifer was
awarded a prize by NALA for being in the top 5 of
the leaderboard.

The app encouraged interaction with paralegals from
across the United States.
By the time I arrived in Las Vegas, I felt that I was
already getting to know many paralegals I had never met. At convention, this
interaction was a great icebreaker for members and NALA Board members to
engage in social interaction throughout the week of convention. All of the handouts
were available at the click of a link. The list of attendees also included links to email
addresses.
This was my 8th convention. My first was the 33rd annual convention in Oklahoma
City. It was so much fun and I was hooked. This year, several TAPA members
attended the convention. I was also able to reconnect with paralegals I have met at
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previous conventions from across the United States. I enrolled in the technology
institute and legal project management and sharpened my skills in these areas.
As a TAPA oﬃcer, I also attended the afternoon meetings. One of the afternoon
sessions focused on how board members can reach members and another was
“How to Put on Fantastic Seminars.” By attending the national convention, our
organization can learn from the experiences of other paralegal associations.
I leave every convention with more knowledge and enthusiasm for our profession.
Next year is NALA’s 42nd anniversary and the convention will be held in Orlando,
Florida on July 19-21, 2017. Please make plans now to attend the convention next
summer.
Finally, the TAPA board next year will be a mix of past TAPA Presidents and new
TAPA members. We are already making plans for next year. I think it will be a very
exciting year for TAPA. If you are interested in volunteering to serve on a committee,
please contact me at tmosz@brewsterlaw.com or anyone else of the Board. I would
love to make you a part of our team.

TAPA members at the 2016 Conference (L to R): Cassandra Oliver, Gloria Jones,
Michelle Maxwell, June Brown, Debbie Overstreet, Leslie Arnold, Christian Chicas,
Tracy Mosz, and Jennifer Arnold.
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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM TAPA’S NOMINATIONS AND
ELECTIONS COMMITTEE
Request for Candidates for TAPA Oﬃce
The TAPA Nominations and Elections Committee is seeking active
members to nominate for 2017 TAPA Oﬃcers!
According to our Bylaws, the following oﬃcers shall be elected by the
Membership:
President
First Vice President (Membership)
Second Vice President (Education)
Secretary
Treasurer
Communications Oﬃcer
Board Member at Large

If you would like to be considered for nomination or you would like to
recommend someone, please contact the Nominations Committee Co-Chairs
(before Sept. 30):
Beth Nellis (bnellis@sbcglobal.net)
Bobbie Lane (blane@jonesgotcher.com)
June Brown (june-brown@utulsa.edu)

The Nominations Committee will present a slate of nominees
(one person for each oﬃce) by October 10.
Elections will be held at the TAPA annual meeting on November 10.
Nominations also may be made from the floor at that time.
Term of service is calendar year 2017.
The role of each oﬃcer is described in Article V of the Bylaws, specifically,
Section 5.8. The Bylaws can be found at the TAPA website:
www.tulsaparalegals.org
TAPA
Inspiring Tulsa’s Paralegals through innovative education and a supportive network.
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Lindsey House Update
Back to School Bash - August 6, 2016
The Lindsey House Back to School Bash took place on August 6
and was a huge success! Thank you to all who donated and
came out to support TAPA’s charitable event. TAPA provided
breakfast to the Lindsey House residents. Two boxes of
donated books were presented for the mothers and children to
choose from. The children were so excited to have new books
to read and a couple of them read to the entire group. Debra
Cox with Summit Staffing brought Nala, the therapy dog, to
visit as well. The children loved hanging out with the TAPA
members and Nala!
TAPA was able to secure $3,300 in corporate donations and
present it to the Lindsey House staff for back to school needs.
Matrix Service Company donated $2,000, Summit Staffing (a
TAPA Sustaining Member) donated $300, and T.D. Williamson,
Inc., donated $1,000. With that money the staff was able to
make sure each child had the supplies, clothing and other
items they needed to start the school year.
It was a great opportunity for TAPA to support the local
community and hang out with some pretty special mothers and
their children. Thanks again to all of you that donated books,
money, your time and support!
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Lindsey House Back to School Bash

TAPA members (L to R): Tracy Mosz, Jaime
McKay, Julianna Adams, Courtney Spohn
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 29

Fall Seminar
7:45 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., Gilcrease Museum

November 10

Member Appreciation Dinner and Annual Meeting
Speaker: Angelyn Dale, Esq., Hall Estill
6:00 p.m., Gilcrease Museum

December 7

Monthly Membership Meeting
Speaker: Jill Donovan, Esq., Founder of Rustic Cuﬀ
12:00 p.m., ONEOK Auditorium
Dates and times are tentative and are subject to change

Visit TAPA’s website and follow us on Facebook (Tulsa Area Paralegal Association)
for more information about upcoming events.

Nothing contained in this document or on this website should be construed as legal advice. State law
prohibits paralegals or legal assistants from oﬀering legal advice. Should you require legal assistance,
please contact the State Bar of Oklahoma at www.okbar.org.
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TAPA’S FALL SEMINAR
October 29, 2016
7:45 am to 2:30 p.m.
Gilcrease Museum, Vista Room
Registration and other details available at www.tulsaparalegals.org

8

