Honoring the Past, Inspiring the

Air Force antiquity coming to Grove for permane

Story by Clint Branham, Communications Specialist
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Future
nt display

Arare piece of U.S. aviation history is coming
to northeast Oklahoma and you can join the
effort to help bring it here.

An impassioned group of Grove citizens is
spearheading a aign to provide a permanent
home for the last remaini -4 Phantom fighter

plane in circulation. The aircraft will-he the

centerpiece of a historical display erected al

Highway 10, a few miles east of downtown 9“8\
Grove. It is set to arrive in early 2018 and will be

stationed near the campus of Ferra Aerospace
world headquarters.

Although a fundraising effort is still very much
underway, representatives from the United States
Air Force advised on Apri 17, that Grove had
e recipient of the F-4. The goal




for the project is to raise $100,000. Nearly half of the
transportation cost has been raised to-date, thanks to
both individual and corporate pledges and contributions.
A committee of the Grove Rotary Club is leading the
effort.

The primary expense will be moving the plane from its
current home—a hangar at Holloman Air Force Base in
Alamogordo, New Mexico. Worldwide Aircraft Recovery,
a company in Nebraska that specializes in such work, has
been secured for this task at a price tag of $45,000.

“This is the company that museums use to move aircraft.
They have an excellent reputation,” remarked Beverly
Helms, communications liaison for the Grove Rotary Club
project. “They have moved 16 F-4s in the past so they
know what they are doing. Right now they are in the
process of moving a B-52 Hustler off an Air Force base.”

Helms said that a bid of $75,000 was originally submitted
by a different company. However, she explained,
disassembly, transport and reassembly is all included in
the bid submitted by the Nebraska group.

The process is quite involved. The craft’s wings with
retracted landing gear will be removed and shipped
independent of the fuselage. Specialized jacks and straps
are required, and custom cribbing must be utilized to
cradle the components once they are loaded onto the
trucks. Grand Lake-based Chandler Crane is donating the
use of a crane to help unload and position the plane once
it arrives.

The plane is expected to be delivered in display
condition. Since it was being maintained for training
purposes, it was already in excellent condition. Often,
these jets are stripped, chopped for scrap metal or used
as ground targets for training.

“It was actually being over-maintained,” said Helms.

“I am sure there will be some touching up to do, but
we have heard that most of the time whenever you
get an aircraft like this it comes in bad shape. So, when
compared with the cost of restoration, moving it is a
small expense. For us, getting it here is our primary
expense.”

An arrival date has not been set since there are many
variables to consider.

“We don’t have an arrival date yet, but we know they will
begin the process in January,” said Helms. “It will depend
on the weather and on any issues or challenges they
might run into. Plus, they have to get all of the permits
to move what will be an extremely long and wide load
down the highway.”

Helms’ husband Dave, himself an Air Force Veteran, is
collaborating with Ferra Aerospace personnel to create
custom mounts for the plane which will place it off
the ground and reduce standing wear on its tires while
on display. No stranger to creative design, Dave builds
prosthetic limbs for disabled individuals and performs
contract work for the Veterans Administration. He was
also a staff sergeant in the U.S. Air Force, serving as an
aircraft structural mechanic from 1970-1974.

“Dave is making mounts to off-weight the landing gear
wheels so they are not getting wear on them,” she said.
“The canopy is blacked out and plates and covers will be
installed to keep out as many birds and bugs as possible.
Our objective is to keep maintenance minimal.”

The airplane has been de-militarized and has met all
hazardous materials restrictions. It will arrive without
ejections seats and, even though the burner cans are still
intact giving the appearance of functionality, both J-79
engines have been removed.

Ongoing maintenance, just like procurement of the
plane, will be a group effort. Ferra has agreed to
maintain the grounds while members of local Veteran’s
organizations, Grove Rotary Club and Grove Composite
Squadron, a branch of the Oklahoma Civil Air Patrol, will
help with maintenance of the display itself. Eventually,
flags, lighting, park benches, a donor informational area,
and other aesthetics will be added to complement the
F-4 display.

To see an F-4 Phantom fighter jet decked out in jungle
camo standing guard at the world headquarters of Ferra
Aerospace will truly be a sight to behold for anyone
driving east of Grove. At 63 feet long with a wing span of
more than 38 feet, the sprawling aircraft will not be easy
to miss. It is the real deal, not a knock-off or miniaturized
replica.

“To give you some perspective on how large this plane
is,” Dave said, “you would not easily fit it inside a 60 by
40 building.”

Pete Norwood is another influential community member
responsible for Grove “landing” the prized aircraft.
Norwood is owner of Honey Creek Marina and himself a
retired Air Force lieutenant colonel, having served from
1975 to 1985. He has logged more than 1,500 hours

of flight time alone as an F-4 Phantom and F-16 pilot.
He was a member of the Kansas National Guard from
1986-1989, worked for Boeing, and conducted flight
training in the F-4 Phantom as an American advisor to
the Egyptian Air Force in Cairo, Egypt. His expertise has
been invaluable.
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Ta whom & may concerm,

It s my honor ta of for the Grave Regional Alrprt 1o secure &
static display of the F-4E Phaniom,

Murch 22, 2017

Mr, farry Bornemann
Administrative Officer — OKSASP

Oifbce of Managermeet and Enterprise Services
3100 N, Creston

Oiklahosma City, Oklshona 73111

During my tenure in the US Air Force | was deplayed to Osan Air Base in Korea in 1972,
Working as a Farefighter on the fight ine | was uriquely familiar with the FAE as we watched
flight after flight Separt and retum o the fleld, This swcraft camied out the mission of the US.
duting the Viet Nam Conflict maintaining air superiority. This history of service will be
showcased by the addition an this aircraft at the Grave Airport,

Afar ey anlistment in the Alr Foees, | returned b serdcs in the U S Army whese | received Oz W oA
my flight wings and served as a Chiel Warrant Officer 2, Helicopter Pilal. My flight
expenences in the UM-1H Huey and the OM-58 Scout aircralt gave me an even mare refined
grabiuca for the role of aicratt in cur amed farces.

A their March 21, 2017 meeting, the City of Grove City Council took sction 10 authorize the
wubrmittal of this letter of intent to officially roquess the loan of o MeDonsell-Douglas F-4E
Phantom 11, Serial Number 71-0247, that wos manufbctured on Janusry 1, 1971

With ot of new technalogy over the the role of the ircraft use in
o6 military are even more impariant. These older aircraft should never be fargotten. They
are our history and our legacy for the fulure, Thes rich hestory can be mone easily seen and

by the yeunger g e able intain these exhibition
aircraft and display them for all to see and remember. Air museums around the world keep
thesa aircraft on display to record our history. Wi in the Grove community would ki to do
our part 1o proserve Ehe rich history af avinton with this display FAE Phantom,

The intended use of this alreraft is for  statéc display ut the Grove Regional Airport. The plane
wosild be located adjacent to the new terminal building in o prominent location that would
command & space that would be viewed by all vehicle trafTic spproaching the terminal as well as
st avintion related sctivity ut the airport

Ohar irport s n general aviation simport located in northesst Olclahoma and is within o shart
distance from Kansas, Missouri and Askassas, Not only does our sirport serve the Grove
community, it alsa plays a major role in the field of aviation for Northeast Oklahoma and the
region surrounding the Grnd Lake (F'the Cherokees.  Char position as a regghonal alipon ks
reflected by the rocent completion of the mew terminad bullding as well as an FAA funded
Inxivweny and apron improvesnent project. In addition, the City has begun design work for the
extension of new taxl lanes 1o provide additional space 1o sccommodate new private hangar and
thangars, These improvements reflect the growth in both tmnsicnt and based adrerafl at the
sirpat.

As a former membar of the Grave Municipal Airport Aulhority Board and The Grove Planning
and Zoning Board, | beSave thal the display of the FAE Phantom Fighter would be a great
asset lo the City of Grove, The Grove Aipoet and the Community.

A5 Past Prosidont of Grove Ratary | can assune you that @ commismaent from the Rotary
chuly 1o help mairtain any city venue is not an kol acknawledgement. We will band logether
as we do with any project and insure the maintenance is accomplished.
Sty af Cirove docs nod own ey nircradt for any purpose incloding a static
best f our knawledge there are o other static displays of fived wieg
wroximity to the Grove Regions] Airpart.

arcrafl ks fmportast as it relates w the citizens of our
and towrism based commamity. Many of our retirees are

tified their ties 1o the F-4 while serving in the military as & pilat or

Letters of support for the e e s
project demonstrate the
excitement and opportunities
for the community.

Sincerely,

Bob Brogoan

Bandit Busness

frme, Chief Warrant Of
donfEyahon

Services
Micer 2, US Army
am
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To Wham It May Concern:

: .0, Bax 450451
Grove Public ke 1o show i iugport by Grove, OF PAMS
writing this letter for the Grove Regional Airport 10 secure  F4 1o be on permanent desplay in Murch 29, 2017

Grove, Dkdahoma.

piary ¥ students as well as cur To wham it may concem.
community, Grove, Oklahoma is located in the Marthesit comer of our prest state and we are
. il J {Grand Lake). Because of the beautif

in we have & large tourist crowd. The F4 would be another site for our tourist 1o visit

it his hetnes ot Birpest ta seure
atatic dinplay of the -4 Phantem

Char comanunity is very unigue in the fact that we truly do support our school, local businesses, it ._"_: Thi % MMI brbiragins
and we have 8 great faith base with rumerous churches o3 well. Grove, Oklahoma b a fantastic Nosats an mtt o g
plac 10 ire or vl ke a perfect match for the local ol Air Patrod una e at 9185219137 o o have any
In dheting we support foe the 4 Freat home in Grovel Seluiuion
We can't think ef any other sown that would be a better fit than Grove, Cldahoma, Sachrgh

arehy,

Sincerely,
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“My small contribution to this thing was that | kind of different government agencies answered in a timely
‘spoke Air Force’ and so when they would ask about the manner. | cannot tell you how important it was to have
airplane itself, | could give a little assistance. But it truly has  her processing paperwork, answering emails and filling
been a team effort.” out forms online,” he said. “Bill Kiefer, Grove City Manager,

wrote a splendid letter of recommendation on behalf of the
project. The Grove Rotary Club’s involvement gives us the
structure for receiving and distributing funds, as well as the

Norwood is quick to deflect any attention and credits what
has been an enormous outpouring of support from the

community. . . o

notoriety that goes along with a great organization. Also,
“Dave has been instrumental, as has Beverly. She has when we began doing the paperwork, we needed the city
been our communications focal point all along and has to pledge that they would take the plane. It is important to
kept all of the emails that were coming in from the note that even though the city agreed, there are zero tax



8 - NE Connection

dollars involved in this. The actual funding is coming from
private and corporate donors.”

The involvement of Ferra Aerospace was also crucial,
explained Norwood. “Two stars aligning” is how he
describes it.

“The timing was perfect,” Norwood said. “Here’s a
company that builds aircraft parts for the U.S. Air Force.
When they found out about the project, they reached
out to us and said we have been wanting to display an
aircraft out here. So they donated an acre of land which
has already been deeded over and approved by the
city council. They also are going to be helping with the
yard care and things like that since its adjacent to their
property.”

Norwood said there are many more to thank for doing
their part to bring this unique facet of Air Force history
to Grove, adding that it was no small feat, given the
competitive nature of the process.

“There were several other cities in the running to get it.
We were the dark horse,” he said. “The reason we were
selected was the overwhelming show of support they
saw. All of the letters from the city council and the City

of Grove, the school district, Civil Air Patrol, American
Legion, VFW—all the groups that inundated this effort
were all instrumental in getting this thing done. We

really didn’t have anything to offer other than a lot
people writing letters and putting the weight of their
respective organizations behind us. If you think about it in
metaphorical terms, it’s like millions and millions of drops
get together and that’s called a flood. Everyone who wrote
a letter was a drop in the flood. That’s how we got it.”

Added Norwood with a chuckle: “And then they gave it to
us and we looked around at each and said ‘Okay, now what
do we do.” We had to start educating ourselves. How are
we going to move it? We even thought about going out
there with trucks and trailers and doing it ourselves, which
would have been silly given what we now know. It’s been
such an incredible learning process from where we started
out to where we are now.”

It is not easy to grasp how such an involved project
came together through the persistence of impassioned
individuals.

“If you remove any one step from this process, it would
have failed. It is truly a community effort that is making
this happen. It has been an enormous challenge bringing
the airplane here, coordinating logistics with the Air

Force and the city and then getting the support of the
community,” Norwood said. “Everyone has been extremely
magnanimous in giving us their support—whether they

are dropping pocket change in one of the drop jars that

are located throughout the area, writing a $5,000 check, or
even if it’s just moral support. The reward is that we now
have something here for perpetuity. It is a special feeling
to know that we are going to be able to leave a little bit of
legacy, not for us but for children of parents who are not
even born yet.”

The U.S. Air Force celebrated its 70th anniversary this
fall. A ball was held at Holloman Air Force base to
commemorate the occasion. Beverly, Dave and Pete all
accepted an invitation to attend. They were delighted to
find Grove’s F-4 Phantom being used as a centerpiece for
the party.

“It was sitting right in front of the hangar. As everyone was
coming in they passed right by it. The Air Force realizes
what a significant piece of memorabilia this is to use it as
a centerpiece for its 70th birthday party,” said Norwood.
“This was one of the leading-edge machines in the U.S.

Air Force for a long time. It protected a lot of guys on the
ground and in the air. | can’t imagine what the sky looked
like when it was filled with these things and those who
flew them who dedicated and even lost their lives and the
families who supported them. This is a unique opportunity
not only for the City of Grove but for northeast Oklahoma
and all the people who are giving us their dollars. They are
giving to the future. This is not something that is going to
wilt on the vine. It’s going to be here for a long time.”

Added Norwood: “This airplane was not given to any one
person or organization. It was given to the City of Grove
and it was given with the understanding that even though
it is a gift to the city, it remains the property of the United
States Air Force and is considered an antiquity and to be
treated as such. In other words, it cannot be put outin a
playground and used as a jungle gym. It is to be treated
with the respect of an antiquity.”

“This is the last F-4 that is going to be available anywhere.
Period,” said Norwood. “McDonnell Douglas built 5,200 of
them and to my knowledge there are only about 200 left
and those are not in flyable condition but just in showable
condition, so this was the last opportunity to preserve a
portion of our aviation history. We consider it an honor to
have this airplane.”

For more information or to make a contribution to the
Grove Rotary Club F-4 Phantom project, visit: https://
squareup.com/store/grove-rotary-foundation, phone
Helms at 918-786-4646, or find the project on Facebook at:
F4 Phantom Grove Community Foundation and Grove F4
Phantom Project. ®



AIRCRAFT SPECIFICATIONS

Wingspan:
Length:
Height:

Empty weight:
Max. weight:

Powerplants:

Armament:

Crew members:

Performance:

38 feet, 5 inches
63 feet, 0 inches
16 feet, 6 inches
29,535 pounds
61,651 pounds

Two 17,900 pound thrust afterburner
General Electric J79-GE-15 turbojets

One 20 mm M61A1 rotary cannon;
four AIM-7 Sparrow missiles or 3,020
pounds of weapons under fuselage;
up to 12,980 pounds of various
weapons on underwing pylons

2

Maximum speed - 1,485 mph (Mach
2.25) at 40,000 feet; service ceiling -
62,250 feet; range - 1,100 miles

AERIAL RENDITION OF SITE

Concrete I I .

sidewalk

Bench Bench

Memarial Display

Photo on pages 4-5, from left: Staff Sergeant Jesse Shipps, Technical Sergeant Chance Cole,
Major Nathaniel Totten, Staff Sergeant David Helms, Beverly Helms, Lieutenant Colonel Peter
Norwood, Chief Master Sergeant Barrington E. Bartlett, Colonel Houston R. Cantwell
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