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Thoughts From Hatton

If My Tomorrow Never Comes

Presently, we are living in tumultuous times. Many on the other side of the world wonder if
they will ever see the light of day again. They are hunkered down in subway tunnels and basements of
homes waiting until it is safe. Many wonder if their homes will be there when they return. This reality
is sad for so many reasons. The worst reality of all is that tomorrow may never come for many lost
souls. What can we do to avoid this tragic reality?

IF MY TOMORROW NEVER COMES...

I want people to know my Lord. Many in this world are without hope presently (Eph. 2:12).
There was a time before Christ came when everyone was without hope. The only thing that existed was
a law that told us we were sinners, and nothing could absolve us of those. However, one day, a Savior
was born of a virgin (Mat. 1:18-25). He grew up and was called the Lamb of God (John 1:29). I want
people to see who this man is and what He did.

I want to have no regrets. There are things in life we all wish we could take back. We are hu-
man. This is a natural expectation. However, in Christ, we do not have to have any regrets. Paul called
himself the chief of sinners (1 Tim. 1:15). He did much by way of persecution. Yet, he did not allow
those past circumstances to define his future. We should not either, for we have a heavenward calling
(Phi. 3:13-14).

I want to see my Savior. We live in a world that longs to see Jesus, but not come to Him on
His terms. Jesus is the only way to God (John 14:6). The only way I can see God in all His glory is
enduring to the end (Mat. 10:22). I want to be an overcomer so I can eat of the tree of life in the para-
dise of God (Rev. 2:7). If I want this to be my goal, I ought to want others to enjoy the same eternal
pleasure.

We never know when God will tell Christ to get His family and bring them home. It is out of
this that we ought to prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ. That final trumpet will be the sweetest
sound the Christian will ever hear (1 The. 4:17). To know that the Lord is coming to vindicate the
righteous is the greatest thing we will ever know (Rev. 17:14).

LORD, COME QUICKLY!
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JOTTINGS FROM JACK

The Slave Mentality

Is it a small thing that you have brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and honey,
to kill us in the wilderness, that you must also make yourself a prince over us?
Numbers 16:13

What is the slave mentality? It's the mentality that keeps us in our chains, bound to sin and

death. It's the idea that slavery is comfortable, predictable, and ultimately good for us. It's

the belief that freedom is uncertain and unpredictable. We fear freedom. We run from lib-
erty and embrace our chains.

I hear this mentality in the people when they think back to Egypt. They actually call Egypt
"a land flowing with milk and honey!" Isn't that incredible?

Have you ever done this? After experiencing some challenge or obstacle in the wilderness
of the Christian life, have you ever thought back and longed for the safety and security
of your former life? How easy it is for us to forget that "the wages of sin is death" and that
"the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 6:23)

We weren't made for slavery. We were made for freedom. God wants better for us. Yes, the
Christian life is hard. But it's only hard because this world is cursed by sin. Going back to
sin doesn't make our life easier.

We've rejected the lies of the devil. The land flowing with milk and honey is not found in
Egypt. It's found in the land God has prepared for us.

Father, free us from these lies! Help us to live as people who are free and not get entangled
again in the corruption of this world (I John 2:15-17)!

We want to wish our brother Hatton well as he prepares to move to Texas tomor-
row. We have thoroughly enjoyed his excellent job of leading us in our singing.
Please give Hatton a word of encouragement and pray for him as he is in the pro-
cess of working things out for his future.
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