One day a King would be borh from Jacob’s family. He will be the
King of Kings, and the land that he will rule, he will rule forever.

That King is Jesus, ahd he will be our Kihg, and we will live with

him forever in heaven.

That is God’s promise to us. And God nhever forgets his promises.
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GOD REMINDS jACOB OF AN OLD PROMiSE
By Paul Dallgas-Frey
It's easy to |et God slip.

T£'s easy to forget t0 pray. It's easy to forget all the good things
God has done for us, ahd to forget to thahk him every day.

It’s easy to get so busy doing homework, ahd playing video games,
ahd watching TV, that pretty soon we don’t have time for God.

The funny thing is, even though God has to run the entire
universe, he always has time for us.

God would hever rather sit and watCh TV thah spend time with
us. (zod is hever too busy plaYing vVideo games. He would always
rather be with us.

We are the most important thing in the world to God.

But so mahy times we et other things become more important
thah God.

That’s what happenhed to JaCob.
And so...

One day God Called out to Jacob, “Jacob, I wanht you to pull up
the stakes Of your tents again. Take your wives, and your
children, and all Your sheep and goats ahd Cattle, ahd g0 baCk to
Bethel.”

“Bethel? Bethel? Why Bethel?” JaCob kept asking himself.
And then he remembered.

Bethel was the place he Camped that one nhight, ahd used a rock
For a pillow. Remember? How could he forget that! JaCob had a
dream there. God et him see the other part of the world that we

hever see. That’s where JaCob saw a Stairway going to heaven,
with the angels of God coming and going to earth.

When Jacob woke that hext morning, he made a promise to God.

He said to zod, “GGod, if you will be with me, ahd get me safely
back home, then you will be my God.”

But that was many years ago.
Jacob |ooked around his tent how...

And he saw golden statues all around the placCe. They were
statues of the gods his heighbors worshipped. Somehouw, little by
little, ohe by ohe, Jacob anhd his family had brought all these
statues into their tents. Anhd how they were everywhere.

At that moment JaCcob realized that he had let all the things that
other people thihk are important become more important thah
God.

“How foolish of me!”

And so that very day, JaCcob and his family dug a hole in the
ground anhd they dumped into it all the worthless things they had
let take over their lives.

Then they pulled up the stakes of their tents and they returned
t0 Bethel. If you remember, Bethel means “The plaCe where (od
lives.”

Jacob anhd his family Came back to od.

When they got there, JaCob found the pile of stones he had set
up to remind him of the promise he had made to (od. Just then
@God said to him,

“Jacob!”
“Here T am!” Jacob said.

“Jacob, I have not forgotten the promise I made to you, ahd to
your father IsaaC, ahd to your father’s father Abraham.
TRemember, you shall be Called Israel. Your children will be as many
as the stars in the sky, ahd from you will come Kings. And I am
giving you a good lahd, the Promised [Lahd, whiCh you will possess
forever.”

But this wash’t just a promise to Jacob.

It is a promise to us too.
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