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2017 Voter Service Will Focus on Local Elections & Issues
— by Jennifer O’Neil
What a year for League voter service
efforts! Many thanks go to the record
number of Deputy Registrars and
volunteers working to inform and
register voters throughout the year
leading up to the November election.
We had a list of 39 individuals and at
least 25 contributed their time to the
effort.
Here are a few local highlights of
the Presidential Election (based on
unofficial results):
• Suburban Cook County turnout was about 70%.
• Oak Park had the highest turnout (81%) of any suburban
township, followed by Evanston (78%) and New Trier (77%).
Evanston turnout (ballots cast for presidential candidates)
ranged from 73% in the 5th Ward to a little over 86% in the 6th
Ward.
• Election Day Registration (EDR), offered for the first time in a
presidential election, was very popular: 27,392 voters exercised
that option.
• The average age of a voter taking advantage of EDR was 39.
• The LWVE also worked with the Voter Participation Action
Coalition (VPAC), 11 organizations working together to
strategically plan and coordinate activities in Evanston. VPAC
organizations include: LWVE, NAACP, OPAL, Northwestern

University, ETHS, County Clerk’s
Office, Evanston City Clerk’s Office,
Latino Resources, Delta Sigma Theta,
YWCA, and Alpha Kappa Alpha. VPAC
will now turn its attention to the 2017
local elections.
What’s next?
Here’s what you should know. Contact
us if you can help and want to be
involved in one of the League’s most
important activities.
•  We will work with the RoundTable
•    to publish a voters’ guide for the local election in April.
• We will plan training early in the New Year for Deputy Registrars.
This training is done by the Cook County Clerk’s Office. Watch
for an e-mail or check the LWVE website for the date and
location. www.lwve.org
• Current Deputy Registrars: the re-commissioning process has
begun for those of you whose commissions expired November
30th. Contact Jennifer O’Neil at jenoneil2@gmail.com or the
Cook County Clerk’s Office if you haven’t received the oath and
instructions.
• We will register voters for the upcoming April elections for city
and school board positions..
• We will host candidate forums for the mayoral, City Clerk,
and contested aldermanic races, as well as the District 65 and
District 202 school boards.

continued on page 5

National lwv Leaders’ Statements on 2016 Election
Chris Carson, LWVUS President: The League of Women Voters
congratulates the American people for turning out to participate
in our democracy.
Unfortunately, in too many cases, voters had to overcome
significant barriers that were erected by elected officials and other
political operatives. These ongoing threats to voters’ rights are
unacceptable.

in more than 700 communities, in every state, to register and
help eligible Americans get ready to vote. In the 2016 election,
more than 4 million people used our digital voter resource,
VOTE411.org to find the election information they needed.
The League of Women Voters will continue our work to expand
participation in the election process and work to give a voice to
all Americans.

This is the first presidential election in 50 years without the full
protection of the Voting Rights Act. Thousands of eligible voters
were purged from the rolls. Onerous voter ID laws prevented
eligible voters from casting their ballots. We saw cases of
misinformation and intimidation at the polls.

Jeanette Senecal, Senior Director of Elections:
“This was supposed to be a simple thank you email. Yesterday, the
League of Women Voters helped millions of Americans as they cast
their ballots in this historic election.

We can and must do better. All year the League has worked

continued on page 5

And we couldn’t have done it without you.

co-Presidents’ Letter

League of Women Voters®
of Evanston

Dear Colleagues,
As winter embraces Evanston, days become colder
and darker. For many, this reflects our mood as we try
to make sense of the Presidential and Congressional
elections in November.

2100 Ridge Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201
847-859-7883 LWVEvanston@gmail.com
www.lwve.org

After the January inauguration of Donald Trump, new
faces will lead the government and new policies will
shape the country. Those not comfortable with the
outcome are asking themselves: how can I engage in
a political environment that is heading in an unexpected direction? When national
programs I supported are changed, how can I work to improve our community?
While not endorsing candidates, the League of Women Voters supports broad and
informed participation in all levels or government and encourages members to work
to shape public policy. Without regard to who holds national office, we can continue
to promote our positions and values.
Betty’s daughter in Ohio (not yet a League member) offers a useful suggestion. She
has a weekly reminder on her Google Calendar to call her elected representative. Each
week it could be a different office holder and a different issue. All of us get reminders
to contact our representatives from organizations we support, or we may be reminded
by a story in the news. All of us can be more active in conveying our views to those who
want our votes.
State issues are vital too, as Illinois seems to be headed into 2017 without a
budget. The Chicago Tribune tells us that the political leaders in both parties are
unable to get together. Now we should remind our elected representatives
that they need to shape a budget, and challenge their party leadership
if necessary.
Closer to home, we will have important local Evanston elections in spring 2017 – for
mayor, city clerk, aldermen and school board. Five candidates have filed to run for
Mayor, and there are competitive aldermanic races in most wards. Challenges to the
status quo will occur in both District 65 and District 202. The League will be doing what
we do best: hosting candidate forums so voters can consider, in a nonpartisan setting,
the qualifications and views of the people who aspire to be Evanston’s next leaders.
Every League member can support our efforts to make Evanston government more
responsive and accountable. Our Voter Service Chairs, Jennifer O’Neil and Julianne
Dieterich, can use your help in registering voters, distributing information on election
dates and issues, and organizing candidate forums. Jessie Feldman and the local
government group can use your help in observing City Council and other entities, and
reporting on their discussions and decisions.
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As ever, we invite League members to get
involved, and work to keep our political
institutions strong whether the party you
support is in power or not, whether your
candidate for alderman is victorious or not.
Look for ways, through the League or other
organizations, to make your voice heard.
Cordially,

Betty & Elizabeth

League of Women Voters of Evanston

ehayford@gmail.com
ekinney56@sbcglobal.net
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Mission Statement
The League of Women Voters, a
nonpartisan political organization,
encourages informed and active
participation in government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy issues,
and influences public policy through education
and advocacy.

Like LWVE
on Facebook

Cook County Health & Hospitals System: How Sustainable?
– by Betty Hayford

The ACA-funded CountyCare network is
the system’s major source of revenue, at
55%. Additional sources are patient fees and
insurance, particularly Medicare and Medicaid,
other federal programs, and county taxes. The
county’s share-- $110 million this year—has
been steadily decreasing over the past eight
years, thanks to the Affordable Care Act.

The Cook County Health and Hospitals System
(CCHHS) has 138 hospitals and clinics and
a budget in 2016 of over $1.8 billion. At our
Novembe 9th luncheon meeting, Evanston
League members heard about the complexities
of the system, its strengths and weaknesses,
and the prospects for its ongoing sustainability.
Our speakers were Linda Christianson, Cook
County LWV board member, and 13th District
County Commissioner Larry Suffredin, who
represents Evanston.
Ms. Christianson, who has observed the CCHHS
board for more than four years, described
its operations, revenues and expenses. In
addition to maintaining an extensive network
of hospitals and clinics, providing medical care for Cook County Jail
inmates, operating highly rated burn and trauma services and training
interns and residents, CCHHS now administers the CountyCare
network, which provides managed care under the Affordable Care
Act. While many patients are now covered by Medicaid or other
insurance, 32% of patients, many of them undocumented residents,
are still uninsured,.
The county health system was founded over 100 years ago, and
maintains a strong culture of serving all who come, yet for too long
the service has been hampered by long waits and uneven, sometimes
rude, treatment. Now that patients under CountyCare can choose
among many medical providers, the CCHHS Independent Board is
working hard to improve patient satisfaction In order to attract and
retain patients. It will need to prioritize resources, update equipment,
raise the level of cleanliness, and improve relations with employees.

Commissioner Suffredin, who was a key figure
in putting the Health and Hospitals System
under the control of an independent board,
echoed Linda’s praise for the strong effort
of the skilled volunteer Board members to
improve the system. He pointed out that 90%
of the more than 6800 employees are covered
by union contracts which, while covering
working conditions and compensation, can
complicate efforts to improve efficiency. He also explained that the
administration of CountyCare is an unfamiliar and complex challenge
that needs further improvement.
Neither Linda nor Larry could make an emphatic assertion that the
extensive system can be sustained, especially if the Affordable Care
Act is undermined or repealed by the new administration. But they
agreed that the services provided to needy Cook County residents
are vital, and strong efforts are being made to improve performance
and provide careful financial management. Attendees at the lunch
appreciated having such an informed presentation on such a vital
Cook County resource.
LWVE members who want to follow developments may want to
get involved in the LWVCC Interest Group studying the Health and
Hospital System. If so, contact Betty Hayford. ehayford@gmail.com

Catherine Hurley Recounts Evanston’s Path to Sustainability
— by Elizabeth Kinney
Catherine Hurley, Sustainability Manager for the City of Evanston,
spoke at the League’s October luncheon.
The focus of her talk was on the City’s goal of utilizing an
integrated approach to make Evanston more liveable. To do so,
it utilizes the STAR framework (“Sustainability Tools for Assessing
and Rating” Communities). The seven STAR categories are built
environment, climate and energy, economy and jobs, education,
arts and community, equity and empowerment, health and
safety, natural systems and innovation and process. Hurley gave
examples within each category. Thus, built environment includes
housing affordability, public parkland, community water systems
and transportation choices. Natural systems encompasses green
infrastructure, biodiversity, invasive species, outdoor air quality and
natural resource protection.

In 2014 the City of Evanston
was awarded a 4-STAR
certification as a National
Sustainable Community (one of
two recognized for excellence
nationwide). As described on
the City website: “The rating
lasts for three years, so the
city must continually maintain
and improve upon plans and
existing work in these areas
of environmental, economic,
and social sustainability. STAR
certification helps shape the
future of our community by identifying gaps, prioritizing issues, and
providing clear steps toward a better Evanston.”

League of Women Voters of Evanston

continued on page 4
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Sustainability continued from page 3
Hurley described how the sustainability framework supports the City’s vision of “creating
the most liveable city in America.” An important aspect of this work is setting, tracking
and measuring progress toward goals, such as reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.
One of the keys to success is engaging in collaborative projects with community groups,
such as Citizens Greener Evanston. Further, the City’s department heads meet regularly
to consider cross-departmental projects to improve liveability in the City. Thus, for each
potential project, an analysis is made of the liveability factors included in it and their likely
impact. Additionally, staff at all levels contribute liveability ideas.
Several weeks after Hurley’s appearance at the LWV luncheon, the City Manager Wally
Bobkiewicz announced, with regret, her departure from the City staff to take a position at
Argonne National Laboratory. LWV member and 7th Ward Alderman Eleanor Revelle, who
worked closely with Hurley to implement the Climate Action Plan and other sustainability
initiatives, said, “Catherine’s enthusiasm inspired us to set really ambitious goals and her
creative thinking generated the solid action plans to achieve those goals and propel Evanston
to a position as a national leader in sustainability.”

Connect. Share.
Learn. Access.
Celebrating 5 years

of making connections among
older adults who cherish
their independence.
Services, Support & Sociability
to help you age well.

847-721-1413
NorthShore-Village.org
YOUR HOME | YOUR CHOICE

MovementSolutions

Physical Therapy & Sports Performance
Lance Labno, PT, DPT, LMT
Physical Therapist and Owner

tel (847) 372-3816 | fax (847) 810-0302
350 Linden | Wilmette, Illinois 60091
lance.labno@gmail.com | www.movement solutions. com

Eleanor & Bill
Revelle
Honored for Advocacy on Climate Change
Congratulations to Eleanor and Bill Revelle, who were honored by the Bulletin of Atomic
Scientists “for their early recognition that climate change poses a threat to humanity, and
for their long-standing commitment to the Bulletin” at the organization’s annual dinner
on November 14. The evening included a video tribute to the Revelle’s from former Vice
President Al Gore.

Ed fund dinner 2017

HELP evanston
LEAGUE CONSERVE
RESOURCES

Saturday, April 29th
at the
Evanston Art Center

Our biennial Education Fund dinner is a
major fundraiser that supports the LWV’s
voter registration and education efforts. In
addition to saving the date, please consider
joining the committee that is organizing the
event. Contact our Development Chair,
Karen Hunt: khunt@firstbt.com
More details to follow.
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If you would prefer to receive the
Intercom only on the internet, as a
link to our LWVE website, please email
LWVEPresident@gmail.com or call
the League office at 847-859-7883 and
leave a message telling us to stop sending
you a printed copy. It will help us be more
eco-friendly and reduce printing and
mailing costs!
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League Leaders’ Statements continued from page 1
Thank you to the volunteers who served as election observers,
making sure the election ran smoothly at the polls.
Thank you to the League leaders who spent hours organizing voters’
guides and candidate debates, registering thousands of new voters,
staffing phone banks, taking calls from voters and the media.
Thank you to all the hard working advocates that stand up and fight
for voters’ rights.
Thank you to each and every one of you who did your part to make
sure VOTE411.org – which supported more than 4 million voters this
election season – was bigger and better than ever this year.

No longer bound by the Voting Rights Act, some states reduced the number of polling
places, causing transportation challenges and long lines.

I can’t thank you enough.

We need each and every one of you
now more than ever.

And I wish that’s all I had to say. Unfortunately, with this historic
election has come an unprecedented danger to the very foundation
of our democracy.

Together, the League will continue our work to create a more
perfect democracy so that ALL Americans enjoy the same liberties
and freedoms.

Defending the rights so many have fought and died for will
be hard work. Rebuilding our communities will be an uphill
battle. But the values we all hold dear can and will be the building
blocks forward.

Together we will raise the voices of those least heard and rarely
listened to in this country - communities of color, the young, the
elderly, persons with disabilities, and people with limited income.
Our work continues today.

Voter Service continued from page 1
Automatic Voter Registration? Not [yet] in Illinois
At the end of November the Illinois House failed to override Gov.
Bruce Rauner’s veto of a bill to enact Automatic Voter Registration
in Illinois. The House was just four votes shy of an override, voting
67-47. The Senate voted to override the veto on Nov. 16.The bill
proposed to automatically register Illinois residents when they visit
these state offices: Department of Motor Vehicles, Human Services,
Healthcare and Family Services, and Secretary of State. The LWV
supported the bill, and had joined the Just Democracy coalition in
advocating for its passage.

In a recent update, 18th District State Representative Robyn Gabel
said, “I was greatly disappointed that we were not able to override the
Governor’s veto of the bill I sponsored, SB 250, to improve voter access
throughout the state. We had strong bi-partisan support during the
spring session for the bill, but in the fall not one House GOP member
would vote to override the veto. However, it is still encouraging that
there are GOP members looking to create a more efficient and cost
effective voter registration system. I look forward to working with them
in the new session. I won’t give up the fight to help bring about the
principle of One Person One Vote to everyone in Illinois.”

It’s Never Too Early to Learn to Vote!
Senate, and US Congress. All
grades had the opportunity to
view the posters at a Candidates
Fair on November 3. Students
who didn’t vote early had the
opportunity to come with their
families to vote on Election Day
at two mock polling places: one
at Three Crowns Park (which
hosts an official polling place)
and one at Family Focus (next
door to Fleetwood-Jourdain
Center’s polling place). In all,
about 275 students, or 67%, of
the student body, cast their votes
in Lincolnwood’s mock election.

Lincolnwood Elementary School
sponsored a mock US election in
November to give more than 400
students an introduction to the
voting process. The Lincolnwood
PTA, the 4th/5th grade Student
Council, LWVE, Three Crowns
Park, and Family Focus partnered
to create this fun and educational
event. The mock election also
provided an opportunity to
encourage parents to bring their
children with them when they cast
their votes, whether they voted
early or on Election Day.
Students registered to vote in class, with their teachers providing
voter registration cards and talking points provided by LWVE about
why we register to vote. Twenty-five 4th and 5th graders in Student
Council created posters about each of the candidates for President,

Teachers and parents agreed that the mock election provided a fun
way for the students to learn about the national election and begin
to develop voting habits.

League of Women Voters of Evanston
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LWVE’s Observer Corps Keeps a Watchful Eye
on Local Government
– by Jessica Feldman, Observer Chair
The Observer Corps is one of the most active and interesting
ongoing projects of the LWVE. Serving with the Observer Corps
provides League members an opportunity to become familiar
with the workings of the City and the various issues that the City
Council as a group and as individual Aldermen, representing the
residents of their wards, consider as they address their governing
responsibilities.
League observers regularly attend meetings of the City Council
and its committees: Administration & Public Works; Planning &
Development; Human Services; Rules; and Economic Development.
As the word indicates, an Observer simply observes the meeting,
noting the various components, starting and ending time and
the attendance of committee members, City staff and media,
announcements and citizen comment, discussion on the business
of the meeting and recording the votes. An Observer, wearing an
Observer button, never comments on issues. After the meeting the
Observer writes a report that is shared with members of the Observer
Corps, and is posted on the LWVE website.
On the third Friday of the month the Observers meet to informally
chat about City issues, actions, and operations.

demeanor and priorities in meetings can provide useful guidance
for voters. As the deadline to file nominating petitions passed, there
were aldermanic contests shaping up in six of the nine wards.
The Observer Corps is always in the recruitment mode as the more
Observers we have the more Observers we can deploy to Boards and
Commissions beyond the direct Council Committees. If this sounds
interesting to you, please contact Jessica Feldman, facilitator for the
group, by phone, 847-864-2199 or email, jessie23tf@gmail.com

Remembering a League Loyalist and
Evanston Political Activist
— by Helen Gagel

Among the Issues that required City Council attention in recent
months were the revival of what to do with the Harley Clarke mansion
(former home to the Evanston Art Center); plans for building a
theater on Howard Street that will be used by Teo Ubique (a cabaret
theater currently located in Rogers Park); a plan by Smylie Brothers
Brewing Co. to convert the former recycling center on Oakton for
their brewery and restaurant expansion; and devising an economic
development plan for the library parking lot at 1714 Chicago Ave.
Use of city funds for economic development projects is one of the
most complex and contentious issues that Council addresses, with
broad differences about whether to allocate taxpayer dollars to
projects, and if so, how much.
An incident that provoked citizen comment and expression of
concern by aldermen was the recent arrest of Devon Reid as he
was seeking petition signatures for his campaign for City Clerk. The
incident, which generated a quick apology from the City Manager
and Chief of Police, nonetheless has raised a lot of discussion,
concern and interest. The LWVE Observer of the Human Services
Committee meetings will be keeping us informed of the issues
connected with this incident.
League members are encouraged to attend a City Council (or School
Board) meeting as Evanston moves toward the spring elections for
Mayor, City Council, School Boards and City Clerk. Two aldermen
have announced they are running for Mayor in a field of five declared
candidates, and several are running for re-election. Watching their
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Longtime Evanston LWV members will recall with fondness Louise
Haiman, who served on the LWV board and worked numerous local and
state campaigns in the 1970s, 80s and 90s. Louise was among the first
people to call and welcome me to the League when I joined as a young
mom in 1974. Electoral politics at all levels was her passion. The roster
of Evanston aldermen and women, mayors, school board members, state
legislators, US senators and representatives, and presidential hopefuls
whose candidacies Louise supported numbers in the hundreds. She
reveled in what is now known as “retail politics” -- knocking on doors,
working the phones, toting up the plus, minus and undecided voters,
and getting your plus voters to the polls on Election Day.
After Louise and her husband Frank retired to Oakland, CA in the
mid-90s, we remained long-distance friends, discussing books, music,
arts, and of course politics. Louise died on Monday, October 17, at
the age of 91. I was fortunate to have a farewell visit with Louise just
three days before she died. Although she was weary, she displayed
her customary warmth and interest in the world beyond her hospital
bed. She was anxiously awaiting delivery of her absentee ballot. I
was happy to learn from her son, Eric, that the ballot arrived the next
day, and Louise happily cast her final vote for the first woman to be
a major-party candidate for president.
Eric Haiman is writing a brief biography of his mom. If any League
members wish to contribute a memory of Louise, please send it to
Helen Gagel: hcgagel@comcast.net
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lwve Membership News

LWVE Calendar of Events

— by Kate Julian, Membership Chair

What Makes a Fun,
Non-Partisan
Debate Party?
Fun people, fun snacks and a
fun game – that’s what. The
Membership Committee did just that for the final debate
of the 2016 presidential campaign. It was planned to be
a fun evening with an educational component.
About 25 to 30 people attended. After playing a few
rounds of “Issues Bingo,” the guests acknowledged
that they listened more carefully to the candidates’
positions on the issues.
Guests from the Hilton Garden Inn, where the event took
place, popped their heads in to see what was going on.
The Chessmen of the North Shore were also interested
in what we were doing. The League of Women Voters
of Evanston was noticed by all!

Welcome New Members!
Please welcome these new members:
Candice Dalrymple cadlrymple@jhu.edu
Steve Hagerty steve.hagerty@hagertyconsulting.com
Lisa Kaihara mslvk@aol.com
Gay Menges gaymenges@gmail.com

Save the Date for “League 101”
Membership Event!

Monthly Luncheon Programs
MONDAY, JANUARY 9 ~ 11:45 AM
Jim Kenney: “What Happened at the November Election?”
The Crystal Ballroom at The Merion, 529 Davis Street, Evanston
Lunch $20; Reserve by Jan 5, by phone or email to the League office*
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7 ~ 11:45 AM
Leslie Williams, Evanston Public Library:
“Beyond Toni Morrison & Michelle Alexander: Reading
the Contemporary African-American Experience”
The King Home, 1555 Oak Avenue. Evanston, Lunch $20; Reserve by
Feb 3, League Office*
MONDAY, MARCH 13 ~ 11:45 AM
Krista Grimm, LWVLNR: “LWVLake Michigan Region and
the Future of Lake Michigan”
The King Home, 1555 Oak Avenue. Evanston, Lunch $20; Reserve by
Mar 9, League Office*

lwv OF evanston & ILLINOIS
Sunday, February 26 ~ 2:00-3:30 pm
“League 101” Membership Event
An overview of the League. Evanston location. Details in article this
page, left column.
Saturday, March 4
2017 Issues Background
University Center, 525 South State Street, Chicago
Details and registration information will be available on the state
League website: lwvil.org

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY EVENTS
Wednesday, March 8
Evanston Township High School, 6:15 to 8:00 pm
Networking, appetizers, Inspiring program exploring women’s
economic achievement and aspirations.
Hosted by Evanston-NorthShore YWCA. Details will be posted in
January at tinyurl.com/o27ou7c

Plan to join us on Sunday, February 26, 2:00-3:30 pm,
for an overview of the League: how it works, what its
priorities are and how to get involved. Coffee and
snacks will be served. Hosted by Kathy Tate-Bradish
2307 Orrington Ave, Evanston. All are welcome!

Saturday, March 11
North Shore Leagues will host a luncheon.
Location and speaker TBA

Looking ahead to the
April 4th local elections
The LWVE will be busy registering voters, holding
candidate forums, publishing voter guides and
researching issues. We need your help!

EVANSTON MUNICIPAL ELECTION
CANDIDATE FORUMS

Editor’s note: As we reflect on the November
elections, and look ahead to local elections in April,
there’s no better time to interest a friend or associate
in the important work of the League. If you know
someone who might be (or should be) interested in
our work, invite him or her to a League luncheon or
event. And send names of prospective members to
Kate Julian at kmjulian2@outlook.com

LWVE BOARD MEETINGS

Dates to be announced—watch your email!

All members are welcome to attend our monthly meetings held at
The King Home, 1555 Oak Avenue, Evanston.
Thursdays at 7:00 pm:
January 9th, FEBruary 16th & MARCH 16th
Information & registration 847-859-7883 LWVEvanston@gmail.com*
Updates at www.lwve.org click on link to Calendar

League of Women Voters of Evanston
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