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By CRYSTAL SCHELLE
cschelle@newspost.com

A
s a way to show that people 
can come together for a com-
mon good, the Multi-faith Alli-

ance of Climate Stewards of Freder-
ick County brought together a group 
of knitters to produce a visual repre-
sentation of climate change.

The piece called “The Tempestry” 
will debut Oct. 20 during the Floods, 
Droughts and Justice Conference at 
Hood College’s Whitaker Hall. The dis-
cussion is sponsored by MACS, Hood 
College and Interfaith Power & Light.

“The Tempestry” is a knitted piece 
that is more than 7 feet in length and 
shows the progression of climate 
change since 1900. Ann Payne, MAC 
founding member and a member 
of the steering committee, said be-
tween 25 and 30 knitters worked on 
the piece. It started at Middletown 
Methodist Church in the early sum-
mer. Then it went from one religious 
group to the other — Unitarian Uni-
versalists, Catholics, Quakers, Islam-
ic Society and more.

“It had a sort of this attraction, 
and I hope our conference will have 
the same pull,” Payne said. “I think 
we all want to be helpful to each oth-
er and be cooperative and be a fam-
ily. I think that’s what we think our 
country as being: united and sup-
portive of each other.”

Knitters were provided with a 
graph and a specific color of yarn 
and then were each asked to adopt a 
decade.

“A year is four rows and a decade 
was 40 rows,” Payne said.

There are 15 colors that represent 
15 annual average temperatures, she 
added.

“The gray row represents 1900 
and it progresses through all the way 
through that century, which is the 
present,” she said.

Beginning in the year of 2019 
and ending at 2036, “The Tempes-
try” splits into two tabs to show what 
might happen. The left-side panel 
shows what happens if “business as 
usual” continues and what the tem-
peratures and climate might be. The 
right-side panel shows what might 
happen if we combat climate change 
and lessen emissions.

“This is a very visual, tactile way 
to look at what we are dealing with 
right now and what we may be deal-
ing with in the future,” Payne said.

To make sure that the graph is as 
as accurate as possible, Payne said 
she worked with two people from 
her Quaker meeting, David Kuntz, a 
retired systems engineer, whom she 
called “the brains of the operation” 
and his wife Julie, who is a knitter. 
They then reached out to Bernadette 
Roche from the Episcopal Church of 
the Transfiguration, who happens 
to be a climate scientist. Payne said 
Kuntz collected all the data from the 
National Weather Service that would 
allow them to put together a graph 
that, with his wife’s knitting knowl-
edge, and the help of Roche, put to-
gether a graph that was easy for the 
knitters to follow, regardless of skill.

Marusia Zearfoss is a member of 
the Episcopal Church of the Trans-
figuration where Rouche attends. 
She also happens to be a knitter.

“She made an announcement 
and asked for volunteers,” Zearfoss 
said. “I could not pass it by. It was 
something that I had to get into.”

Zearfoss, who knitted the decade 
of 1999 to 2019, said she was excited 
to be involved in the project, which 
she estimates took 600 yards of yarn.

She said she liked “the concept 
of trying to do something to help 
make everyone more aware of the 
potential and possibilities of climate 
change. And secondly, doing it in 
something that I love, which is knit-
ting. I thought the combination of 
the two was amazing.”

Zearfoss said while she was work-
ing on her part of “The Tempestry” 
she had a visit from her grandson 
and his girlfriend.

“And I showed her what I was 
working on and explained it to her. 
And her eyes just lit up,” Zearfoss 
said. “This is amazing. It really made 
an impact on her to see it and realize 
what it was. I thought that was tre-

mendous. That really cemented me 
in my desire to finish this, and know-
ing I was doing the right thing.”

“The Tempestry” gives a way 
for people to understand climate 
change in a tactile way.

“Sometimes appealing to peo-
ple through a visual representation 
like this or a musical representation, 
which we will also have at the con-
ference, or at the same time show 
this or other forms of art, are a real-
ly good way to make what we’re fac-
ing real for people,” said Barb Trader, 
MACS facilitator.

WHO IS MULTI-FAITH ALLIANCE 
OF CLIMATE STEWARDS OF 
FREDERICK COUNTY?

The MACS began in 2017, from a 
group of concerned Frederick Coun-
ty citizens who were worried about 
the climate. According to its website, 
local faith communities also were 
collaborating on climate issues by 
hosting movies and talks.

“We have probably had at least 10 
different faith communities involved 
in our group, but we actually span 
more faith communities than that,” 
Trader said.

The group has a steering commit-
tee of about 10 people with 120 peo-
ple on the mailing list.

“When we do events, we reach out 
to the entire faith community to come 
to events,” Trader said. “We’ve done 
tree plantings. We did a movie series 
last year that drew about 120 peo-
ple. It’s all about climate change. Our 
commitment is to help people under-
stand climate change and to be aware 
of what is going to happen in Freder-
ick County as possible and what it is 
what we can do as a community and 
what we can do as people of faith.”

Trader suggests registering in ad-

vance because tickets are going fast. 
“The Tempestry” will debut at the 
event.

She said what she hopes seeing 
“The Tempestry” and attending the 
conference will do is to inspire peo-
ple “to have a deeper awareness of 
how urgent action is” and “a much 
larger awareness of everything hap-
pening in the county.”

The goal is to make sure attend-
ees have the tools to make a differ-
ence for the climate in Frederick 
County. She said attendees will learn 
how to do practical things such as 
planting trees or how to compost for 
home, business or school.

“One of the things we find is that 
people feel really helpless because 
this seems like this is such an enor-
mous problem,” Trader said. “But 
the message we want to get across is 
that everything you do matters. Ev-
ery time you do something that mat-
ters you can all step up your game. 
And we can do a better job to turn 
our planet over to our children in a 
better place.”

“THE TEMPESTRY”  
AND ITS IMPACT

As for what the women hope the 
reaction will be of ‘The Tempestry” 
when it’s shown to the public, they 
all shared similar reactions.

“It’s an understanding you get 
reading numbers and it talks to the 
heart and there’s something about 
those paper graphs,” Payne said. 
“This is like that tactile, physical, real 
way to get your head around what 
Frederick County is facing.”

Zearfoss said she has already 
shown a few people “The Tempestry” 
and said “I like the gasping” when 
the piece is revealed.

Trader hopes it will touch people 
in the heart.

“I hope there is a deep visceral re-
action in people and it might moti-
vate them to act. Motivate them to 
pay close attention. I don’t know if 
‘The Tempestry’ will inspire peo-
ple in the conversation afterward, 
but I do think ‘The Tempestry’ will 
get people to act and pay attention,” 
she said. “And I hope we can bring 
it home to them that it doesn’t mat-
ter what your skills set is, you have 
something to contribute to this and 
it’s important.”

Follow Crystal Schelle on Twitter: 
@crystalschelle.

By HEATHER MONGILIO
hmongilio@newspost.com

By the end of next fall, there 
will be more than 7,000 new trees 
in Frederick County.

They will be planted by Stream-
Link Education as part of a grant 
funded by the Maryland De-
partment of Natural Resources 
to fill 24.5 acres with trees in the 
next three planting seasons, said 
Lisa Baird, program director for 
Stream-Link.

Stream-Link is looking for vol-
unteers to help with tree plant-
ing, Baird said. But for those who 
cannot make it to one of the desig-
nated planting days, Stream-Link 
wants people to run. Or walk. Or 

swim. Even skateboard to raise 
money for the trees.

This year, for the first time, 
Stream-Link is holding a virtual 
Trick-or-Treet 5K.

“Virtual basically means peo-
ple can participate anywhere and 
however they want,” Baird said.

That means people can walk 
the distance of a 5K or they can 
run it. But people can also be 
more creative, skateboarding the 
distance of a 5K or swimming the 
amount. It does not have to be 
done at one time, meaning peo-
ple could run a mile each day for 
three days.

The virtual 5K costs $30 to par-
ticipate, and those interested 
need to sign-up and complete it 

by Oct. 31, Baird said. When peo-
ple sign up, they get a runner’s bib 
that they can register online to 
track their progress.

Finishers get a “pretty cool” 
medal, she said.

Those who want to plant trees 
can join one of the two planting 
times — Oct. 19 and Oct. 26 — or 

help with maintenance of the trees 
on Nov. 16. Stream-Link plants ev-
ery fall and spring so those who 
cannot make the fall times can 
look to volunteer in the spring.

“Planting trees is so import-
ant,” Baird said.

The nonprofit organization 
plants about 300 trees for each acre, 

she said. They plant black locust, 
sycamore and silver maple trees, 
which are all native to the area.

The planted trees are especial-
ly beneficial in Frederick County 
because they help better the wa-
ter quality in the Monocacy Riv-
er, Baird said. Planting trees is one 
the most cost effective ways to im-
prove water quality, she added.

The trees also help with heavy 
rainfalls by absorbing runoff and 
flood waters. They also regulate air 
and stream temperatures, Baird 
said.

“There’s just so many benefits 
to planting trees,” she said.

Follow Heather Mongilio on 
Twitter: @HMongilio.

Tree planting organization to hold virtual 5k for trees
Tree planting and virtual 5K information

Stream-Link Education is looking for volunteers to help plant trees on:
When & Where: Oct. 19 and Oct. 26, from 9 to 11 a.m. in Thurmont.
For more information, visit https://www.streamlinkeducation.org/

plantings.
To register for the virtual 5K, visit https://www.streamlinkeduca-

tion.org/run.
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From left, Marusia Zearfoss, knitter and member of Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration; Ann Payne, Multi-faith Alliance of Climate Stewards of Frederick 
County steering and founding member, and Barb Trader, MACS facilitator, hold a knitted piece called “The Tempestry.” Each color represents a year and the color 
coordinates with the average yearly temperature.

If You Go
 What: Floods, Droughts & Jus-

tice: A Multi-faith Discussion on  
Stewardship and Resilience in a 
Changing Climate

 When: Noon to 4:30 p.m. Sun-
day, Oct. 20

 Where: Hood College, Whitaker 
Hall, 401 Rosemont Ave., Frederick

 Cost: $15, plus $10 with a boxed 

lunch

 Contact: To register, go to 
www.MACSFrederick.org, then go 
to the Projects Page

 More info: Visit www.MACS-
frederick.org, join Multi-faith 
Alliance of Climate Stewards — 
Frederick County on Facebook. For 
more information on MACS, email 
Barb Trader at btrader72@gmail.
com.

A STITCH IN TIME
Religious knitters focus on climate control with ‘Tempestry’


