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HOLY COMMUNION 

Christ the King 

November 26, 2023 8:00 and 10:30 am 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of 

judgment. In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to 

those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is 

the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We 

gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we 

await the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our 

merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and 

deeds. 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

PRELUDE: Crown Him with Many Crowns Corl 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING (ENTRANCE RITE) 

Stand  

HYMN: Crown Him with Many Crowns  

Printed on the next page. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ABSOLUTION) 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.  

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Kneel/Stand  

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
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P In the mercy of almighty God, 

Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 

As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 

and by his authority, 

I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, 

and of the + Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Stand 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things to your 

beloved Son, whom you anointed priest forever and king of all creation: 

Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may 

be united under the glorious and gentle rule of your Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

Later service only: 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the LORD 

will assume the role of shepherd in Israel. The LORD will also set over them a 

shepherd-messiah, “my servant David,” who will feed and care for the people. 

A A reading from Ezekiel. 
11Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them 

out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered 

sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which 

they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them 

out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into 

their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 

watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good 

pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall 

lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains 

of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie 

down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, 

and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the 

strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 

 20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat 

sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and 

butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and 

wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 

between sheep and sheep. 
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 23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed 

them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their 

God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 

 

A The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Later service only: 

PSALM 95:1-7a (The congregation’s verses are printed in in bold font.) 

 

 1Come, let us sing | to the LORD; 

  let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation. 

 2Let us come before his presence | with thanksgiving 

  and raise a loud shout to | him with psalms. 

 3For the LORD
| is a great God, 

  and a great King a- | bove all gods. 

 4In his hand are the caverns | of the earth, 

  and the heights of the hills | are his also.  

 5The sea is his, | for he made it, 

  and his hands have molded | the dry land. 

 6Come, let us bow down and | bend the knee, 

  and kneel before the | LORD our Maker. 

 7aFor he | is our God, 

  and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep | of his hand.  

 

 

SECOND READING Ephesians 1:15-23 

In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus 

from the dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the 

entire universe, now and in the age to come. 

A A reading from Ephesians. 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 

and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 

prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 

give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, 

with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which 

he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 
19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 

according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ 
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when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 

places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every 

name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has 

put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 

church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

A The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

The congregation sings the Acclamation. 

 
 

The choir sings the Verse. 

 
I am the Alpha and | the Omega, 

the first and the last, the beginning | and the end.  

 

The congregation repeats the Acclamation. 

 
 

GOSPEL Matthew 25:31-46 

Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is 

treated: what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done 

for him. 

P The holy gospel according to  . 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all 

the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations 

will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right 

hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 
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‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 

from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 

me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I 

was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 

when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 

something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed 

you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in 

prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 

you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to 

me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart 

from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was 

hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 
43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 

clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, 

‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick 

or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I 

tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 

me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 

eternal life.” 

 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sit  

SERMON Pastor Weleck 

 

Stand 

Later service only: 

HYMN OF THE DAY: The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns  

Printed on the next page. 
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Stand 

The Nicene Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival 

days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times. 

NICENE CREED 

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge  

   the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

 

A We pray for the church, for its pastors and other ministers, for the newly 

baptized, for all the faithful, for this congregation here gathered, and for our 

growth in grace.  

Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A We pray for all nations, for all rulers, legislators, and judges, for an increase 

of justice in our lands, and for all who work for peace among nations and 

among peoples.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A We pray for all in any need, for the hungry and the homeless, for victims of 

war and injustice, for prisoners, for all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, 

for the sick and infirm, for all with incurable illness, and for all who this day 

will die. We pray especially for those we name in the silence of our hearts... 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A We pray for the members of our armed forces wherever they serve, and 

especially when they serve in harm’s way, that they might speedily complete 

their mission and be safely reunited with their loved ones.  

Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

Worshippers do not greet one another. The service continues with the Offertory. 

LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR 
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The Offering will be collected in the Narthex as you leave the church.  

OFFERTORY 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks: 

 
 

The minister continues with the PROPER PREFACE: 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the minister continues with 

the preface for the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

The assembly continues with the SANCTUS: 
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The WORDS OF INSTITUTION are sung to the music Blessed Martin Luther 

himself composed specifically for this purpose. 

P IN THE NIGHT IN WHICH HE WAS BETRAYED, 

OUR LORD JESUS TOOK BREAD, AND GAVE THANKS; 

BROKE IT, AND GAVE IT TO HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING: 

TAKE AND EAT; THIS IS MY + BODY, GIVEN FOR YOU. 

DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 

 

AGAIN, AFTER SUPPER, HE TOOK THE CUP, GAVE THANKS, 

AND GAVE IT FOR ALL TO DRINK, SAYING: 

THIS CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT IN MY + BLOOD, 

SHED FOR YOU AND FOR ALL PEOPLE FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN. 

DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

C Lord, I am not worthy 

that you should enter under my roof, 

but only say the word 

and my soul shall be healed. 
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Sit  

COMMUNION 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you.The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

R Amen. 

 

We Lutherans believe that the Body and Blood of Christ are “truly and 

substantially” present “in, with, and under” the forms of bread and wine. We 

invite to the communion all who are baptized and communing in this or another 

Christian denomination. We welcome children and others who are not communing 

to come forward for a blessing.  

 

Music during Communion: 

LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI) 
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Later service only: 

ANTHEM: Jubilate Deo Wood 

O sing to the Lord with a jubilant voice; Glory to God in the highest! 

O serve him with gladness, before him rejoice; 

Praise to the Lord in the highest! 

The Lord is our God, our creator, not we; Glory to God in the highest! 

The sheep of his pasture we ever shall be; Praise to the Lord in the highest! 

 

O enter his gates with thanksgiving and praise.  Glory to God in the highest! 

To honor his name, thankful voices we raise; Praise to the Lord in the highest! 

For good is the Lord and his mercy is sure; Glory to God in the highest! 

To all generations his truth shall endure;   

Glory to God! Glory to God! Praise to the Lord in the highest! 

 
Copyright © 1970 Augsburg Publishing House.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted and podcast 

under OneLicense #A-735208 

 

Stand 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

P The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, 

that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. 

In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 

in faith toward you 

and in fervent love toward one another; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 

BLESSING (BENEDICTION) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN: Lift High the Cross  

Printed on the next page. 
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OFFERING 

The offering will be collected as you leave the Church.  

 

POSTLUDE: Lift High the Cross   

 

+ + + 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License # SAS017622. 

 

Unless otherwise indicated, hymns are in public domain. 

 

+ + + 
 

The liturgical color white, symbolic of purity, joy, and the light of Christ, is used 

on the festivals of Christ. 

 

+ + + 
 

 

 

 New Newsletter Delivery Coming! Beginning over the winter of 2024, our 

Monthly Church newsletter will be delivered via e-mail. If you don’t think we have 

your e-mail address, please drop a line to office@augustustrappe.org to get on the 

list! If you don’t use e-mail, please call the church office to let Karen know that 

you would like to continue receiving your newsletter via regular mail. Please note 

that this change will not begin until after the first of the year. 

  

mailto:office@augustustrappe.org
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Worship Assistants 

Ushers: Karl Stefan, Dick Allebach, Pat O’Hara, and Shane Elison  

Elevator Attendant: Mike Taylor 

Lectors:  Lessons:  Sherry Jessee   Prayers: Ali Backlund 

Communion Assistant: Gary Wessner 

Acolyte:   Katie Kerr  Crucifer:  Emily Barndt 

Altar Guild: 8:00 am: Debra Augustine and Sally Sweeney   

   10:30 am: Becky Quirk 

Offering Tabulation: Jennifer Wentworth, Brian O’Hara, and Chilly Lyaro 

The Flowers that Adorn the Altar are given to the glory of God by Cathy 

Menendez in loving memory of her mother, Catherine Engel. 

The Center Vase Flowers that Adorn the Altar are given to the glory of God by the 

Holcombe family in memory of Linus Adams. 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God by Elizabeth Rutter in memory 

of husband, William Rutter. 

The Worship Bulletins are given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. Jason Schulz 

in loving memory of mother and grandmother Charlotte Schulz. 
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2023 Christmas  

Poinsettia Order Form 
  

Mail to: Karen Lachenmayer Phone:  610-715-4850 

  412 Dartmoor Road E-mail:  karenlachenmayer@gmail.com 

  Schwenksville, Pa. 19473 
  

ORDER DEADLINE:  Sunday, December 3, 2023 
  

NAME___________________________________________________________________ 

  

CONTACT INFO:__________________________________________________________ 

COLOR  QUANTITY               TOTAL $ 

 RED ________ @ $11.00 ea ________ 

 WHITE ________ @ $11.00 ea  ________  
  

Check One: 

_____ I will take my plants after the 9:00 P.M. Service 12/24. 

_____ Please distribute my plants to others. 

I would like the bulletin acknowledgement to read:  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=poinsettia&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ch,pp,bc&topic_id=&image_source_id=&page=5#no
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Annual Toy Drive: WELCA will host their annual Toy Drive for the children of 

Silver Springs Martin Luther School during the month of November. There will be 

a box in the Muhlenberg Center for your donations all month. See below for how 

you can help a child have a Merry Christmas! 


