IRWA’s 65th Annual International Education Conference
Region 3 – Scholarship Recipient

On June 8th through June 12th I had the privilege of attending the IRWA’s 65th Annual
International Education Conference in Portland, Oregon. I would like to begin by extending a huge
Thank You to Region 3 for choosing me as one of the Young Professional Scholarship Recipients; which
allowed me to be able to attend the conference. As Chapter 72’s Young Professional Representative this
was a great opportunity for me to meet so many people I have only heard about in meetings and at
forums; as well as it allowed me to broaden my professional knowledge and experience within the Right
of Way Industry.
Throughout the conference I was able to attend various educational sessions, some of which
include; 1. Easement Valuation – an Oxymoron? Can Easements Actually Be Valued or Are We Throwing
Darts? , 2. Getting Started! The Do’s and Dont’s for Starting Your Young Professionals Chapter or Region
Level Group, 3. Farming 101: Understanding the Impacts of ROW on Agriculture, 4. Practical Project
Management for Right of Way Professionals, 5. Understanding Land Descriptions and Land Survey
Systems, 6. Interpreting Property Descriptions. Although all the sessions were beneficial the one that
resonated the most was, Farming 101: Understanding the Impacts of ROW on Agriculture. The presenter
was able to cover real-life situations with landowners, while tailoring his discussion to the attendees in
the room and the questions that were being asked. Attending the sessions mentioned above taught me
that even though this career can seem overwhelming at times, there are multiple agents across the
globe that are dealing with the same challenges as I am on a daily basis. This conference confirmed that
being a part of this association means that I have thousands of resources available to me to do my job to
the best of my ability and all of those resources are just a phone call or email away.
During the conference I was able to volunteer at the Young Professionals Booth and this allowed
me to talk with some pretty amazing people including some that are just beginning their YP Group and
are looking for resources and ideas on how to build a successful one. It was so encouraging to
experience the YPs that I had the pleasure to
meet and get to know. One of my favorite events
at the conference was the YP Event held at the
Punch Bowl Social. It was a very well organized
event and there was an amazing turn-out; both
new and experienced professionals were present.
With this being the first night of the conference
and it also being the first conference I have been
able to attend I did not know what to expect;
however it was like walking into a room with
hundreds of my closest friends. Even though I had
not seen some of them for months or years, the
people I have met and continue to meet at all
IRWA events are always so welcoming.
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One of the most inspirational moments of the
conference was getting the opportunity to listen to
Keynote Speaker Captain Larry Brudnicki. Captain
Brudnicki has overcome challenges and obstacles most
of us can only imagine witnessing in a movie, ironically
enough some of his most heroic moments were
portrayed in the movie – “The Perfect Storm”. His
experiences have shaped him into the fearless leader he
is today and his ability to speak so humbly of his
endeavors and accomplishments make him one to
idolize. His speech reminded me that our daily struggles
both personal and professional are nothing compared to
some and with a little determination and patience we
can navigate even the roughest waters.

The social scene did not disappoint! Events such as Monday Night at the Square at Pioneeer
Square and The Canadian Hospitality Event at the Barrel Room were just some of the organized events
that allowed IRWA members the opportunity to network, enjoy each other’s company and build lifelong relationships.
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Overall, the 65th Annual International Education Conference was an amazing experience and a
truly impressive event. The amount of time and effort that numerous individuals put in to make this
event a successful one is unimaginable. I am truly grateful for being given the opportunity to attend this
conference and hope that I can attend annually going forward. 2020 in Minneapolis has a lot of work
ahead of them but I am confident it will be epic as always.

Kind Regards,

Kelsey D. McGregor
HDR, Engineering

