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Welcome to the Inaugural Edition of the 
LI Links News! 

I am pleased to present the first quarterly newsletter of the Long 
Island Chapter, The Links Incorporated.  The LI Links News will feature 
ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÎÇ )ÓÌÁÎÄ #ÈÁÐÔÅÒȭÓ &ÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐ ÁÎÄ 
Community Service activities. 
)Ô ÉÓ ÔÒÕÌÙ ÍÙ ÈÏÎÏÒ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÁÓ #ÈÁÐÔÅÒ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȢ  )ȭÍ ÅØÃÉÔÅÄ  
to lead the Long IsÌÁÎÄ #ÈÁÐÔÅÒȟ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȣ 
and this I promise!  
 
Listed below are the key priorities for the Long Island Chapter:  
Connecting Friendship:  
Increase friendship activities to strengthen the membership bonds for  
active and alumna members  
Connecting Programs:  
Deliver Chapter, Area and National Programs with enhanced collaborations 
and facet connections ie: effective utilization of umbrella programming.  
!ÌÉÇÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒȭÓ 3ÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ 0ÌÁÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÌÁÎÎÅÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ  
Connecting Income Support:  
Seek new fundraising opportunities and revitalize signature fundraising 
events.  
Connecting Partners:  
Seek partnerships with corporate and like-minded organizations  
Connecting our Legacy:  
Ensure that the legacy of the Long Island Chapter of The Links, Incorporated  
is preserved.  
@Connect:  
Utilize technology for administrative/operational efficiencies, better chapter 
 communication and public awareness 
 
 
 
 

Leah E. Watson 
Chapter President 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITEE 

Officers: 

President: Leah E. Watson 
First Vice President: Janice Smith Bynum 
Recording Secretary: Gloria P. Dingwall 

Treasurer: Melanie Johnson 
Financial Secretary: Natalie Borneo 

Corresponding Secretary: Whitney Matthews 
Program Chair: Diane M. McFarlane 

Parliamentarian: Denise McCalla 
Historian: Marjorie Toran 

Public Relations Chair: Wilma Holmes Tootle 
Strategic Planning Chair: Carol Van Buren 

Chaplain: Denise Parker Lawrence 
Immediate Past President: Wanda Matthews 

 
Facet Chairs: 

Services to Youth: Jennifer Scott, Chair 
*Robin Zeigler, Co-Chair 

 
The Arts: Lindamichelle Baron, Chair 

*Kenya Hargrove, Co-Chair 
 

National Trends and Services: Jan R. Figueira-Chair 
*Keturah Figueira, Co-Chair 

 
International Trends and Services: Andrea Phoenix-Chair 

*Juanita Winfield, Co-Chair 
 

Health and Human Services: Claudia Germain-Chair 
*Daphne Perry, Co-Chair 

 
*non-voting 
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Chapter Standing and Adhoc Committee Chairs 2017-2018 

Alumna and Platinum Affairs: Terry Collins-Reyes-Chair  

*Awards/Recognition Procedures Review: Juanita Winfield, Wilma Holmes Tootle, Barbara McFadden 

Bylaws: Denise McCalla, Chair 

*Chapter History Book: Marcia White, Chair 

Ethics and Standards: Barbara McFadden, Chair 

February Outing: Terry Collins-Reyes-Chair, Tonya Thomas, Co-Chair 

Finance: Melanie Johnson, Chair 

Fundraising: Carolynn Terrell-Nieves-Chair, Carol Van Buren, Peta Gayle-White, Co-Chairs 

Grant Writing/Corporate Sponsorship: Judy Chambers-Chair, Nicole Demby, Co-Chair  

HBCU: Carolynn Terrell-Nieves, Chair 

History/Archives: Marjorie Toran, Chair 

Hospitality:  Nicole Demby-Chair, Peta-Gayle White, Co-Chair 

*I Am My Sister Initiative: Cicely Brathwaite Jamison-Chair, Denise Parker Lawrence, Co-Chair 

Legislative Issues and Public Affairs: Worokya Duncan, Chair 

Liaison to the National NAACP Initiative: Natalie Borneo, Chair 

*Links Care-Medical Response Initiative: Sheila Hankin-Chair, Kenya Hargrove, Co-Chair 

Meeting Hostess Procedures Review: Jan R. Figueira, Denise McCalla, Deborah Wortham  

Member Mentor Program: Gloria P. Dingwall, Chair 

*Next Gen: Whitney Matthews-Chair, Keturah Fiquiera Co-Chair 

Nominating Committee: Diane McFarlane-Chair, Claudia Germain, Denise Parker Lawrence, Whitney 

Matthews, Jennifer Scott 

*Organizational Effectiveness: Wanda Matthews, Chair 

Protocol and Rituals: Juanita Winfield, Chair 

Public Relations: Wilma Holmes Tootle-Chair, Andrea Henderson, Co-Chair 

Scholarship: Deborah Wortham, Chair 

Strategic Planning: Carol Van Buren-Chair, Shenean Lindsay, Co-Chair 

Technology: Deborah Wortham-Chair, Keira Stroughn, Co-Chair 

 

*New Chapter Committees 
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Please welcome our  
New Sister Links : 
 

Peta-Gayle White 

Kenya Hargrove , Esq. 

Keturah Figueira  

Shenean Lindsay 

Nicole Demby, Esq. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

   

  

The Long Island Chapter was 
honored to host The Links, 
Incorporated Eastern Area Vice 
Director Dr. Shuana Tucker Sims. 
Link Shuana inducted our new 
members and graciously installed 
the new Chapter President, Leah 
Watson and Treasurer Melanie 
Johnson.  
 
Pictured:  
Link Wilma Holmes Tootle, Eastern 
Area Protocol Chair 
 
Link Shuana Tucker Sims, Eastern 
Area Vice Director 
 
Link Wanda Matthews, Immediate 
Past President 
 
Link Leah Watson, Chapter 
President 
 

Immediate Past President Wanda Matthews and Chapter President  
Leah Watson proudly welcomed five amazing new women into Linkdom. Many 
thanks to Janice Smith Bynum, Vice President-Membership and the entire 
Membership Committee for conducting membership orientation workshops, 
ensuring our new members connected in friendship and ready to serve.  
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Our new members executed a 
community service project on May 
13th, ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ -ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ.  
The project educated and 
celebrated Mothers in the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit and the Mother 
Baby Unit at Mercy Medical Center. 
The service event idea was 
connected to the Health and 
Human Services facet with the goal 
to promote the mental, physical 
and emotional wellness of Mothers 
with children in the NICU. 

Links Peta-Gayle, Kenya, Keturah, Shenean and Nicole with chapter 
Vice President-Membership Janice Smith Bynum (center) 

Links Ronda Snowden-Williams, Deborah Wortham,  
Wanda Matthews, Wilma Holmes Tootle, Leah Watson, Whitney Matthews, 

Carol Van Buren, Cicely Braithwaite Jamison, Paige Johnston Charles 

Links Leah Watson and Cynthia 
Gresham, Eastern Area Alumna and 

Platinum Affairs Chair 

Left: Links Jillian Joseph, Peta-Gayle White and Marcella Maxwell, 
Eastern Area NAACP Chair Right: Links Diane McFarlane, Chapter 
Program Chair and Leah Watson 
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Sincere appreciation to Link Sisters Deborah Wortham and Gladys Andrews on hosting a 
delightful June Meeting.  It was truly a wonderful afternoon of celebrating our new members, 
,ÉÎË 'ÌÁÄÙÓȭ !ÎÄÒÅ×Ó ÍÏÖÅ ÔÏ &ÌÏÒÉÄÁ and the successful transition of chapter leadership.  

Links Denise Parker 
Lawrence, Chaplain and 
Deborah Wortham 
delivered an amazing and 
inspiring Linkspiration .   
 
#YesIAm #Amazing                              

Links Denise Parker Lawrence, Paige Johnston Charles, Elaine Gross, 
Wanda Matthews and Barbara McFadden salute their dear Sister Link 
Gladys Andrews. They were inducted together in 2008. 

June Chapter Hostesses, 
Links Deborah Wortham 
and Gladys Andrews 


