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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
HACKETTSTOWN, NJ
CHURCH OFFICE: (908) 852-4011
Interim Pastor:
Choir Director/Organist:
Treasurer:
Financial Secretary:
Head Usher:
Church Secretary:
Sexton:

Rev. Brian Merritt
Lorinda Ravo
Al Ravo
Deborah Gulick Shepherd
Kim Newton
Mary Lightfoot
John Mark Wojcicki

2019 SESSION
Class of 2020
Jim Butts
Grace Clegg
Jim Simmons

Class of 2021
Sandy Archer
Jami Lynn Arcilla
Erin Roguso

Class of 2022
Jennifer Aquino
Carl Erickson
Diane Hull

Clerk of Session: Donna Erickson

2019 BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2020
Patricia Butts
Gilles Djongang
Sharon Heil

Class of 2021
Jen Bramley
Linda Burroughs
Justin Simmons

Class of 2022
Ellen Bergman
Barbara Cors
Chris Roguso

2019 HEAVEN SENT NURSERY SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OFFICE: 852-2006
Carl Erickson - 2020
Patricia Butts - 2021
To be Determined - 2022
Connie Quinn - HS Parent

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following in your prayers:
Rachel Becker,
Floyd Smith’s
granddaughter
Jeff Beddow
Joan Beddow
Bodycomb Family
Mary Brodt
Eris Bunnel
Barbara
Courtright
Pam Covert &
her dad Jim
Alisa Dartnell’s
mother
Families in Nebraska
FPCH
Friends of FPCH
Terry Gretchen
Dorothy Knauer
Landiak Family
The Lee Family
Emily Ligarzewski

Maikuu
congregation,
Kibwezi Kenya
Diana Merzoian
Members of the
Armed Forces
Mother and Father of
Charles Nyland
Barbara Pace,
niece of the
Prestopines
Shirley Pennington
Holly Pippas
Elizabeth
Robitsch
The Roguso Family
Mark Tilney
Those struggling with
addictions
Those recovering from surgery
Ruth Weber
Barbara Yankiv

DATES TO REMEMBER: JAN 2020
01:
02:
02:
05:
07:
08:
09:
09:
11:
12:
15:
16:
16:
18:
19:

21:
22:
24:
24:
26:
28:

New Year’s Day: Church Office closed
FPC Ringers - 6:40 PM in the Music Room
Senior Choir - 7:30 PM in the Music Room
Sunday:Worship and Communion - 10:00 AM;Sunday
School; fellowship; Joyful Noise Bell Choir rehearsal - 11:10
AM; Unity Chimers rehearsal - 11:30 AM
Session Meeting - 7 PM - Conference Room
Yarn Girls - 1 PM in the Conference Room
FPC Ringers - 6:40 PM in the Music Room
Senior Choir - 7:30 PM in the Music Room
Men’s Breakfast - 8:30 am in the Chapel
Worship - 10 AM; Sunday School; fellowship;
Joyful Noise Bell Choir rehearsal - 11:10 AM; Unity Chimers
rehearsal - 11:30 AM
Ladies Who Lunch - 12:00 PM at Sizzle, Hackettstown
FPC Ringers - 6:40 PM in the Music Room
Senior Choir - 7:30 PM in the Music Room
Ladies’ Breakfast at the River Star Diner - 9 AM
Worship - 10 AM; Sunday School; fellowship; Joyful Noise
Bell Choir rehearsal - 11:10 AM; Unity Chimers rehearsal 11:30 AM VBS Planning Meeting - Conference
Room
Session Meeting - 6:30 PM in the Conference Room
PLEFF dinner - 6 PM at Marley’s, Hackettstown
FPC Ringers - 6:40 PM in the Music Room
Senior Choir - 7:30 PM in the Music Room
Worship - 10 AM; Little Lights Choir sings; Sunday School;
fellowship; Joyful Noise Ringers rehearsal - 11:10 AM; Unity
Chimers rehearsal - 11:30 AM
Deacons Meeting - 6:30 PM in the Conference Room

Sharing God’s Bounty
God’s Abundance
We have before us a whole new year. Think of the abundance of
possibilities and opportunities God lays before us for service to his kingdom
in the minutes and hours that make up the days of the New Year!
Abundance is a characteristic of God. He gave his only Son who
declared to us, “I have come that [you] may have life, and have it to the
full” (John 10:10). Through him and because of the abundance of his love
for us, we “are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for [we] are
receiving the goal of [our] faith, the salvation of [our] souls” (1 Peter
1:8-9). While he is slow to anger, the Lord is “abounding in love and
forgiving sin and rebellion” (Numbers 14:18).
He gives the gifts of his creation to us in abundance as well, for who
can count the stars in the sky, the birds in the air, or the fish in the sea? He
also pours out on his people gifts in abundance. In Romans 12:6-8, we
read,
“We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a
man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If
it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is
encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of
others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern
diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.”
God has equipped and enabled us with his abundant gifts to seek out
the lost, to lead and serve on committees and boards that do the work of
ministry, to provide financial support for our church workers at home and
in missions, and to teach and preach his Word for the salvation of souls
and the edification of believers.
Perhaps you don’t know where you fit into this picture. Perhaps you
even think you’re not part of the picture. Not so! The Apostle Peter wrote,
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others,
faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10). By
this we know that each of us has at least one gift and that God holds each
of us responsible for using that gift. Ask God to show you where he wants
to use you. Go to your pastor and other church leaders and let them know
you’re available in this new year to discover and use the gifts God has
given you for his service.
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BY: AL RAVO

CHOIR NOTES

The Expenses Paid and Income amounts below do not include the
funds transferred from the Endowment to meet the church operating
expenses.
November
Year to
Date
Income
$14,448.96
$168,242.90
Expenses Paid
$16,120.68
$172.292.81
Net Operating Income/
Deficit
($1,671.72)
($4,049.91)
Amount Needed from
Endowment
$
0.00
$
0.00

January 5: SOLO
After their very busy Advent and Christmas season, our musicians
will take a well-deserved rest!
January 12: “Like a Dove”-Senior Choir
“Adoro Te Devote”-Joyful Noise Bell Choir
This Sunday, we celebrate “Baptism of the Lord” Sunday, and the
choir sings a favorite anthem “Like a Dove” that uses the text from
Matthew 3: 13-17 describing the baptism of Jesus, for inspiration.
The ever delightful Joyful Noise Bell Choir plays a piece called
“Adoro Te Devote”, which translates as “devoutly I adore You”.

DECEMBER 2019 FINANCIAL $NAPSHOT

The 2019 Per Capita is $37.00 for each of the 215 members of our
Church. The total amount due in
2019 is $7,955.00 or $662.92
monthly. In November, $77.00
was received for the Per Capita
bringing the total amount
received in 2019 to $3,695.50 or
47% of the annual amount due.
The 2019 Per Capita is
$37.00 for each member of
the Church.
Please contact Al Ravo if you
have any questions or would like
to discuss the Church’s
operational finances, the
Endowment Funds or Per Capita.

BY: LORINDA RAVO

January 19: “The Heavens Are Telling!”-Sr. Choir
“‘Tis the Gift to Be Simple”-FPCH Ringers
This morning the Senior Choir sings Beethoven’s classical
masterpiece “The Heavens are Telling!” and the FPCH Ringers play a
challenging arrangement of the American Shaker hymn “’Tis the Gift
to Be Simple’.
January 26: “Kum Bah Yah”-Little Lights Sunday School Choir
“Trust in the Lord”-Senior Choir
Our Sunday School students sing
the well-loved folk song “Kum
Bah Yah” which translates as
“Come by Here”.
The Senior Choir sings “Trust in
the Lord” by James and Andrea
Barnard, based on Proverbs 3:
5-6 and verses from Psalm 119.

LITTLE LIGHTS SUNDAY SCHOOL CHOIR
Our Little Lights continue to bring us so much joy! Each month, the
children are learning songs that teach Biblical truths. In January,
they’ll be learning the folk song “Kim Bah Yah” that has a message
encouraging the Lord to “Come by Here”.

JOYFUL NOISE RINGERS & UNITY CHIMERS
Hooray for young people learning new things and leading worship! I
am so proud of our two instrumental ensembles for children here at
FPCH: the Joyful Noise Ringers and the Unity Chimers. The kids are
so very faithful in their attendance at rehearsals, and take their music
very seriously! A reminder that while I’d love to welcome EVERY
child to the Joyful Noise, ringers must attend at least 3 rehearsals
each month to be able to ring in church!
Thanks for your
understanding!

GOURMET GROUP NEWS
LADIES WHO LUNCH
The Ladies who Lunch group has become a monthly event for us! In
December, we did take a break because of our very busy holiday
activities, but we’re back! During the winter months, we like to stay
a little closer to home, so we’ll be visiting a favorite Hackettstown
restaurant, Sizzle, located on Main Street. We’ll be getting together
on January 23 at 12:30 pm. Please let Sharon Heil if you’d like to
join us for this luncheon!

MEN’S AND LADIES’ BREAKFAST

Both the men and the Ladies met in December for their breakfast
outings, the men on December 14th and the women on December
21st. Both groups will meet again in January. The men will meet at
the Chapel on the second Saturday (1-11-20) and the ladies will meet
at the River Star Diner on the third Saturday (1-18-20). We hope to
see you all there!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
“T.H.I.N.K. BEFORE YOU SPEAK-THE POWER OF WORDS!”
BY: LORINDA RAVO
WHAT????? We’ve just entered the deep of winter, and you’re
talking about Vacation Bible School? Yes, indeed! It takes months
of planning and pre-work to create a program that involves over
100 people.
And it’s going to be VERY hard to top last year’s
“Cooking up Character at the VBS Bakery”.
This year, we’ll be using a “Carnival” theme as we reflect on a
poster that we use: T.H.I.N.K Before You Speak- Is it True? Is it
Helpful? Is it inspiring? Is it Necessary? Is it Kind?”
To highlight our church’s commitment to spread the message
of anti-bullying, each of our daily themes will reflect character traits
as well as Bible stories.
If you would like to be a part of this year’s VBS in any way:
teacher, classroom aide, snacks, recreation, clerical help, general
assistant, please keep an ear out for the initial planning meeting
scheduled to follow worship on Sunday, January 19.

A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
As a New Year comes to us on the calendar we are always
reminded during this time of resolutions. Resolution has different
meanings to different people. It can be a firm decision to do or not
to do something, actually being determined, the action of solving a
problem. We all know the most common resolutions during New
Years. Losing weight, stopping smoking, and being nicer are all on
people’s lists. Changing bad habits or things we don’t like about
ourselves are all too much a part of resolutions. I, of course, try do
something different. I try to add one positive thing to my life for the
upcoming year, instead of taking something negative away.
In the past this has meant taking up print making, opening an
eBay account, a new morning devotional routine, returning to letter
writing and other positive things. I do not want to take away from
my life; I want to add something that will add to the creativity,
breadth, and goodness of my life.
I sometimes think that we think that way in the church. If we
just got rid of something we didn’t like, then we would be the
perfect community of faith. I hope that I am not the first to bring the
revelation that no Church will ever be perfect.
Well, just like my resolution, we will be resolved after the first
of the year toward some of the interim work that is needed/required
of us together. Let me explain what will be happening in the next
few months.
Discernment Process: The Presbytery of Newton requires that the
congregation go through a discernment process that reflects on their
history, gifts, and encourages new leaders. This process will be with
a Discernment Team selected by the session that includes 4 retreats.
I have asked Lorinda Ravo to help put together a timeline, process,
and to incorporate any overlap that might not need to be updated
from the New Beginnings that was done in the past. This process will

be completed with a final report that is sent to the Committee on
Ministry in conjunction with the Missional Ministry Team.
Forming a Pastoral Nominating Committee: When approved by the
COM, our congregation’s Nominating Committee will recruit a slate
of people to serve on the Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC).
This slate of names will be voted on by the congregation and will
represent them to the Clergy interested in being your next pastor.
Generally, there will be one elder from the session as a liaison and
other qualified church members who will do the work of finding a
called minister for our church.
Writing a Ministry Information Form: The PNC’s first task will be to
write a Ministry Information Form. This is basically the most
important document that pastors will see to understand if they
should apply for the pastoral position. It will help pair the gifts of a
congregation with the gifts of a pastor.
Interviews: The Pastoral Nominating Committee will interview a
variety of appropriate pastors for the call here at First. Then when
they have limited the potential ministers down to one, the candidate
will be presented to the congregation for a vote. This will in turn be
brought to the Presbytery, by recommendation of the Committee on
Ministry, to vote on the next minister of this congregation.
What exciting possibilities a New Year can bring. I hope you
see the possibility of this process as something that can be
incredibly positive in the life and history of this congregation. We
have a wonderful congregation, but this improvement will make us
just that much better.
Happy New Year!

Brian Merritt

BOOKS FOR YOUR READING PLEASURE
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

This month, I have selected for your reading opportunities some
nonfiction texts about renewal and the new year. Adults and children
alike will find solace in reading these titles about how to make New
Year’s Resolutions come to fruition. Happy Reading!
Renew Your Life: Discovering the Wellspring of God’s Energy by
Kai Mark Nilsen draws much from the generative
teachings of Genesis 1, offering life-giving practices
that can point us toward spiritual renewal. A quick
read, so give it a try.
Have you ever tried to break a bad habit? By sheer
will power you set your mind to
overcome it but suddenly, there it
is again! Experiences like this
express the gap which exists
between what we are and what we
want to be. The Renewed Mind:
Becoming the Person God Wants You to Be is
all about bridging that gap. In a series of images
and parables, the Christian life is depicted not as a
dreary duty, but as an adventure of faith--living
each day by the guidance and power of Christ's
indwelling presence. Give this one a try. It might
produce the change you are looking
for.
This is the first Chicken Soup book ever created
specifically for Christian parents to read and enjoy
themselves or to share with their children, with 101
great stories and poems from Chicken Soup’s
extensive library. All of the selected stories, including
those about Christmas, are appropriate for children
under age twelve. Educator Jack Canfield collaborates
with Mark Victor Hansen to provide these educational
and inspiring readings.

RESOLUTIONS TO CONSIDER FOR 2020
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

As we enter this new decade, we should seriously contemplate
not deleting behaviors but adding new acts of kindness into our
lives as part of the resolution process. With this in mind, I would
like to make a few recommendations for you to consider.
1. Go grocery shopping for a friend in need.
2. Encourage a co-worker or congratulate them on good work.
3. Get active.
4. Learn something new each day.
5. Spend time together as a family.
6. Put aside some “me” time.
7. Step out of your comfort zone once a week.
8. Help your parents with a chore you’ve never done before.
9. Stay positive.
10.Stand up to bullies.
11.Encourage or comfort a friend who is feeling down.

WINTER ACTIVITIES SUGGESTIONS
Hey you adults and kids. This winter, don’t stay cooped up in
the house.
Get up and spend some time indoors or outside.
Consider the following activities to enjoy during the cold months of
2020.
1. Build a snowman with your friends or parents.
2. Have a cup of hot chocolate and watch a family movie.
3. Call a friend you haven’t talked to in a while and have a chat.
4. Cozy up with a book and a blanket.
5. Take a trip to Mountain Creek - go skiing or snow tubing.
6. Help your mom cook dinner.
7. Draw or paint a picture for a friend.
8. Shovel a neighbor’s walkway or driveway.
9. Go ice skating
10.Volunteer at a soup kitchen or a retirement home.
I hope these suggestions for resolutions and activities are
helpful. Happy New Year!

GREETERS FOR JANUARY
05:

Winnie Slachetka & Jeanette Hendershot

12:

Peg Russack & Louis Ghetti

19:

Maria Koskulics & Russell Reed

26:

Margo & Dick Gregory

THANK YOU, LIGHTERS OF OUR
ADVENT CANDLES
This Advent Season saw many families join in the weekly
service to assist with the reading of the Advent passages and the
lighting of the candles.
A special thank you goes out to the
following families who participated in this beautiful ceremony each
week.
Peace:
Hope:
Joy:
Love:

The McDonagh Family
The Simmons Family
The Aquino Family
The Annunziata and
Fraumeni Families

As we reflect upon this joyous season
that has just passed, may the entire
congregation have a wonderful new year.

DECEMBER 2019 HIGHLGHTS AT FPCH

PHOTOS
COURTESY OF
DIANE HULL,
LORINDA RAVO, &
MARYANN
SIMMONS

DECEMBER 2019 HIGHLGHTS AT FPCH

BUILDING ON GENEROSITY
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND

CHRISTMAS EVE HIGHLIGHTS AT FPCH

BY: AL RAVO
The two Chapel furnaces that were installed this past summer have many
new features that make them more efficient and less costly to run. Below is a
summary of these features.
- The two old furnaces had one furnace heating the first floor while the other
heated the second floor. The two new furnaces work together as ‘lead’ and
‘lag’ furnaces heating both floors. When heat is called for from either floor,
the ‘lead’ furnace fires up. If after a predetermined amount of time the
‘lead’ furnace is not satisfying the call for heat, the ‘lag’ furnace fires up to
meet the demand.
- The furnaces alternate which is the ‘lead’ or ‘lag’ which balances the load
on the furnaces so one isn’t always firing as the primary furnace and
requiring maintenance before the other.
- A sensor on the outside of the building tells the furnaces the outside
temperature. On warmer days, for example 50 degrees, if heat is called
for, the ‘lead’ furnace will not run at its full heating capability, saving on
fuel. If the temperature outside is cold, for example 20 degrees, the ‘lead’
furnace will run at full heating capability. The old furnaces were either off
or running at full heating capability.
- The old heating system had 11 circulating pumps, one for each zone in the
building. The new heating system has two circulating pumps; one is the
primary and the other a backup in case of an issue with the primary pump.
The estimated cost of the remaining projects is $625,000.00. Through
memorial donations to the building fund, interest
from the endowment funds and multiple estate
bequests and commitments to the church,
$425,000.00 is readily available leaving
$200,000.00 needed to be raised. As of the end
of November, donations of $32,465.00 have
been received.
Thank you for supporting the
capital campaign.
If you have any questions about the
‘Building On Generosity’ capital project, please
talk to any member of the campaign task force:
Diane Hull, Charles Lee, Al Ravo or Rev. Brian
Merritt. To make a donation to the campaign, please make the check out to the
First Presbyterian Church of Hackettstown, on the memo line write ‘Building On
Generosity’ and give it to Al Ravo. Cash donations can also be made by placing
your donation in an envelope clearly marked with your name and ‘Building On
Generosity’ on the envelope. Specific ‘Building On Generosity’ envelopes are now
available in the Sanctuary.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MARYANN SIMMONS.

OFFERING ENVELOPES AVAILABLE
The offering envelopes have been available since December 29. Please
be sure to pick yours up if
you have not already done
so. If you cannot find a box
of envelopes assigned to
you, please contact Deborah
Gulick Shepherd at your
earliest convenience.

THANK YOU FROM OPERATION GRATITUDE
We received the following letter following this year’s donation
of Halloween candy to Operation Gratitude:
“Thank you for your generous donation of 72 pounds of candy
and your dedication to our mission.
With the help of grateful
Americans like you, we have delivered over 2.4 MILLION of our
signature Care Packages to Deployed Troops, Veterans, Wounded
Heroes and their Caregivers, Military Families, Recruits Graduates,
and First Responders since 2003.
To demonstrate your impact, I want to share one of my
favorite emails with you. It reminds me of what it was like to
receive Care Packages during long deployments away from my own
three sons:
To the Volunteers at Operation Gratitude:
I cannot express in words what your care packages do for our
soldiers. The letters I received today brought joy to an otherwise
lonely heart. I’ve never felt so proud to be a soldier in the US
military. I am a husband and father of four. This is my first
deployment and I have never missed a holiday with my family until
this point. Your cards and very helpful items are a great reminder
of the love I have for my family and for my country. Thank you for
your support, and I will ensure that we pay if forward. God Bless,
1LT W.B., Army Reserves, Afghanistan.
Kevin M. Schmiegel
Lieutenant Colonel, USMC (Ret.)
Chief Executive Officer

JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS
04:
06:
10:
16:
17:
21:
22:
25:
26:
28:
31:

Winnie Slachetka
Dana Carpenter
Donna Ghetti
Muriel Stellingwerf
Robert Roome
Britney Gulick
T.C. Zellars
Jeff Newton
Rebecca Ruballos
Morgan Gelsinger
Emma Rabuano
Matthew Gelsinger

JANUARY
ANNIVERSARIES
2: Brian and Carol Merritt
14: Fred & Sandy Sentner

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL
FOR ANOTHER YEAR OF HAPPINESS,
GOOD HEALTH, AND GOOD CHEER!

THANK YOU NOTES FROM
OUR MEMBERS
Warm Wishes from Barbara Yankiv
I would like to thank my Church family and friends for all the
cards and support I received when my sister Dottie Landiak passed
away. Her beautiful voice will never be forgotten, especially when
she sang "O Holy Night" on Christmas Eve. It's been a rough year
for me and my family. She is now with her Lord and singing with
the angels. Again, thank you

DID YOU KNOW?…
BY: DEB GULICK-SHEPHERD

In 1876 Rev. McCauley wrote to A.L. Armstrong, Stated Clerk
of the Presbytery of New Brunswick, regarding any information he
may have concerning the early years of the church. He recorded
requests for supply ministers for the church in Lower Hardwick
(Hackettstown) as early as 1751. Our church was originally part of
the New Brunswick Presbytery until 1817 when the Presbytery of
Newton was formed.

Barbara Yankiv and Family

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SENT
CHRISTMAS CARDS TO
OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Sandy & Jeff Archer
Carl & Donna Erickson
Roger George
Lyman Gulick
Sharon Heil
Sang & Haeja Kim
Al & Lorinda Ravo
Ron & Deborah Shepherd
Jim, MaryAnn, & Justin Simmons
Mark & Winnie Slachetka

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
The new year is upon us and that means a time for change.
A change in the weather. A change in our attitudes. A change in the
way we think.
As a way to embrace this concept of change, it is important
for us to remember that we cannot walk this road alone. Look to
your family and friends for support, but more importantly, look to
God. He is the one who knows how much to push ourselves. He is
the one who knows what direction we need to take. He is the one
who will comfort us when times get difficult.
As we enter the year 2020 and the start of a new decade,
always know that God is with you. May you find peace and solace
in this thought.
All my best,

MaryAnn Simmons

