Trinitarian Congregational Church
TakeOut
April 17, 2022
Announcements
Easter Acclamation
Leader: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People: He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
Call to Worship

Michele Lawler

Leader: Alleluia! Sing the glad songs of victory;
God is creating a day of newness and joy.
People: God is our strength and our song;
this is the day of our salvation. Alleluia!
Leader: Praise God! Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
People: The One who was rejected assures us of his grace.
We are accepted and beloved by God. Thank God!
Leader: Glory to God! We are chosen by God as witnesses to good news.
We will live and recount the deeds of our God.
People: God reigns; let all nations and peoples rejoice.
In Christ, all shall be made alive. Praise the Lord!
*Hymn

Christ the Lord is Risen Today
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*Gathering Prayer

Michele Lawler

God of empty tombs, we praise you. God of promises fulfilled,
we worship you. On this day of resurrection open our spirits to the good news of your
salvation. Free us from our fears and distress, our confusion and doubts. Help us to
recognize the living Christ in our midst, that we may hear your Word, trust your grace, sense
your power, and live as true witnesses and servants of our Risen Lord. Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture
Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24

Michele Lawler

The original intent of this psalm is impossible to reconstruct, since it is more than 3,000 years old
and formed in a vastly different culture and world view. But early Christians, with their Jewish
background, saw in it language and themes that spoke most directly about God’s vindication of
Jesus. Whatever its origin or our current association, the psalm invites praise and thanksgiving for
God’s endless, enduring love, discovered in the wide array of God’s great work for the people of
God.
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O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
his steadfast love endures forever!
2
Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”
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The LORD is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation.
There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD does valiantly;
16
the right hand of the LORD is exalted;
the right hand of the LORD does valiantly.”
17
I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the LORD.
18
The LORD has punished me severely, but he did not give me over to death.
19
Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the LORD.
20
This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it.
21
I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.
22
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
23
This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
24
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
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Luke 24:1-12
All the Gospels proclaim the resurrection of Jesus Christ, each with their own particular focus.
Luke’s account keeps the reader focused on the startling, confounding mystery of the
resurrection. Words such as ‘perplexed’, ‘wondering’, ‘questioning’, ‘astonished’, ‘astounded’ flow
throughout the chapter. It seems that for Luke faith does not preclude skepticism, but rather faith
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and doubt are intricately linked and it is a process of discovery, remembrance, witness and
encounter that moves one into a living faith in a living Lord.
1

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women came to the tomb, taking the spices that
they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in, they
did not find the body. 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes
stood beside them. 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the
men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has
risen. 6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be
handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8 Then they remembered
his words, 9 and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it
was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told
this to the apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe
them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by
themselves; then he went home, wondering at what had happened.
Special Music
Sermon

Six Words

This week a colleague pointed me to a book called Not Quite What I was Planning: Six Word
Memoirs. The premise of the book is to be able to summarize your life in just six words. It was right
up my alley. Here are some of my favorites.
*What’s the worst that could happen?
*The experience was worth the risk.
*What I didn’t expect changed me.
*It’s simpler than they tell you.
Those are some interesting words, aren’t they? I wonder just how you might summarize your life in so
few words. How would I? And on this Easter Day, it got me thinking - how would we summarize our
faith in just six words. Could we do it? Remember - theologians, poets, musicians, and pastors have
been at it for 2000 years now. Billions of words have been used try and explain it. Yet there is one
proclamation that says it all, and it is this: Christ is risen from the dead.
These are the words that met the women at the garden tomb: “He is not here, he is risen”. And those
stunned women carried those words from the empty tomb to the other disciples. From that first
proclamation to today these words have been passed from person to person, from community to
community -- in secret, in triumph, in darkness, in celebration. Christ is risen from the dead.
These six words have taken us from scattered, broken people who are lost to the largest religion in the
world. These six words have found countless individuals whose lives were already dead -- broken by
pain and suffering, by sin and darkness -- and given them new life. Christ is risen from the dead.
These are words that are whispered at death beds and shouted from rooftops, shared at dinner tables, in
neighborhoods and workplaces. These are words that have been forbidden by governments, from the
time of Jesus to today; and yet somehow, they are still spoken, still shared. Christ is risen from the
dead.
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These are the words martyrs have sung as they were being burned at the stake or fed to the lions. These
are the words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German martyr who opposed the Nazis. These are the words
of Oscar Romero who was gunned down while celebrating the Eucharist in El Salvador. These are the
words of Martin Luther King Jr., Desmond Tutu, Mother Teresa and countless others, known and
unknown. Christ is risen from the dead.
These words seem almost too good to be real, too impossible to be true. Like those first male disciples
it can seem ‘an idol, ludicrous tale’. And yet they are true. The first disciples learned its truth in the
upper room later that Easter day. Millions of others have learned its truth, not from sermons, but from
life itself. Christ is risen from the dead
How many lives have been transformed, since those first few women went to a grave in deep sorrow
and broken hope and came out with joy and courage, hope and power? How many billions of hearts
have been “strangely warmed,” as John Wesley said, once they grasped hold of these six words? Christ
is risen from the dead
What impact have these words had on the world? What have been the multitude of ways that
forgiveness, joy, reconciliation, self-giving love and service have shaped the world – not just in
miracles but also by inspiring and strengthening men and women to labor for peace and abundance,
that the kingdom of God may be found on earth. Christ is risen from the dead.
This is not some ‘idle tale’, and it is not just about Jesus. Hidden within those six words is the whole of
the promise of God, the promise of life, and life in abundance. As Jesus himself said “Because I live,
you too shall live.’ (John 14:19)
These words hold the power of life; they hold the story of our lives, the story of the life of the world,
the story of life itself. It is the story of God, who so loves the world… and how in that love God has
brought power from weakness, hope from despair, life from death. It is, in the end, the only story that
there is. A story as high as the heavens, as vast as all time, as profound as life itself. Christ is risen
from the dead.
Six simple words. How have they changed your life? And how are they inviting you into the mystery
and promise and joy of everlasting life?
Alleluia. Christ is risen from the dead. He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Amen.
*Hymn

I’ll Shout the Name
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Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
We praise you, Glorious God, on this most holy of days, for the amazing, incredible words that
Christ is risen from the dead. We marvel at your power and are awed by your grace. We thank you
for the life transforming gift they hold. And we thank you, that like the women at the tomb, we have
such good news to share with the world. With hope filled hearts we come to you now seeking your
guidance and presence as we follow Christ in faith.
And so pray, Marvelous God, for your church and for this congregation. May the truth of our Risen
Lord be our joy and our strength. May the realities of the resurrection be found within and among
us, so that the new life of your promise may flourish. And may the good news of your salvation
empower us to live as witnesses and servants Christ here in our community and throughout the
world. We pray, Mighty God, for all the leaders of this world. May they discover the truth of your
word, power of your grace, and the hope of your peace. Strengthen and guide them as they seek to
fulfill your good will for all peoples. We pray, Merciful God, for all who turn to you this day.
May the disheartened know your hope, the distressed know your peace, and dejected know your
joy. Grant also your healing to the ill, your comfort to the sorrowful, and your aid to the needy. We
especially thank you, for ___ and we ask your continued care for ___. We praise you, Exalted
God, for the marvels of your power and grace and love, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord, who
taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

Remember Me

Offering
Christ is risen and salvation is ours! It is our privilege now to proclaim all that God has done.
May our gifts today express our faith, our hope, our joy. May they give body to our
commitment to bear witness to Christ and to offer his gift of restoration to the world.
Let us dedicate our gifts with full, loving hearts.
Thank you, God, for the good news of the resurrection. We rejoice in Christ the author of the
new life you have granted to us. As you offered Christ to the world, we would offer ourselves
in his name. May we, along with our gifts, make known the good news of your forgiving love
and empowering grace. Amen.
Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
* Hymn

The Day of Resurrection
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*Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage,
holding fast to that which is good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the fainthearted, supporting the weak, helping
the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord,
and rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
* Benediction
Go now into the world
Giving praise and glory to God,
who, in his great mercy,
has given us new birth into a life full of hope,
through Jesus Christ, who is risen from the dead.

1 Peter 1:3 adj

Go in peace to love and serve our Risen Lord. Amen.
Postlude
*****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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