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Celebrating God’s Blessings by Giving

by Eric Martin, Senior Pastor
I am so thankful for your love and generosity that
you have poured out on the Martin family over the last
month. On behalf of Chastity, Joel, Corban, Annalise,
and myself, thank you! All the warm meals and gifts
have meant more to us than you will ever know! Your
support for us has greatly encouraged my heart and
increased my love for this great church.
This month at Northside the Stewardship Team is
emphasizing the biblical call of God’s people to be
good stewards of the resources God has so graciously blessed our congregation with.
Just as you have been so faithful to welcome sweet Annalise God also calls us to welcome the sojourners, the widows, and the orphans. In Matthew 28:19-20 God has given
the church the mandate to “Go and make disciples.” If Northside is going to be faithful to the gospel mandate in Matthew it will take sacrificial living (sacrifices of time and
money). God calls all believers to be faithful stewards of the resources He has given.
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Systematic Theology, Part 6: Inerrancy, Canon, Authority
by Nicholas Piotrowski, Associate Pastor of Theological Development
It has been a while since the last installment of our
“Systematic Theology” series, and I’m glad it’s time to
resume. Previously we saw how the Bible is inspired,
breathed out by God himself as he led prophets and
apostles to write what he wanted written. We also
thought about how the resurrection of Jesus Christ is
the linchpin for many such related topics that therefore
boosts our confidence that the Bible is indeed the word
of God in reality, not just in our opinion.
Since it is true, therefore, that the Bible is inspired by God
and the historical realities of the resurrection boost our
confidence in this, three observations follow. (1) The
Bible is inerrant. (2) The Bible is canonical. (3) The Bible
is authoritative. Those are some very important terms
for our theological system, so let’s examine them one
by one.
First, the Bible is “inerrant.” Inerrant means simply without
error. The Bible has no mistakes. How could it!? If God is
the ultimate author then what he says is always true (cf.
Prov 30:5). He cannot lie (cf. Num 23:19; Titus 1:1–2; Heb
6:18). And so we trust the
Bible not because we like
it (though we should love
it!), nor because we’re
used to it (though it is a
great blessing to have
a long history reading
the Bible), but because
it comes from God and
God is entirely trustworthy
(cf. Psalm 12:6).
The second ramification
stemming from the
inspiration of the Bible is that it is “canonical.” A canon
by definition is simply a straight edge. That is, it is a
standard against which to judge all other things. Are
those other things also straight, or crooked? Well, you
put them up to the “canon” and see how they measure
up. Thus, the Bible is our “canon.” It is the measuring stick
against which all doctrines and opinions are to be tried.
This is why we take teaching and preaching so seriously
at Northside. The world is full of competing religions,
philosophies and ideologies. How can we discern truth
from error? How can we tell what is straight and what
is crooked? We compare all things to the teaching of
the canon, the Bible. But, of course, we need to know
the canon well if we are to tell the difference between
falsehood and truth. The more we look at and reflect
on the straight edge, the more we can see when things
bend. Thus the emphasis on our teaching and preaching
ministries! The canon is there for our good. We need to
know it (cf. Psalm 19:7–8).
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We know something is canonical—and has this judging
function—if it was inspired. If God breathed it out, then
it must be straight. But how do we know what is inspired,
what is canonical? Well, the early church recognized
(that verb is important!) something as canonical if it
was written by an apostle or prophet (Eph 2:20 uses
the image of a foundation on which all else is built).
This was called, as might be expected, the process of
“canonization.” To be clear, the early church did not
make or decide or choose the canon. All those verbs are
wrong because they place the creation of the canon
in the hands of people. But the people of God have
never made the word of God. To the contrary; the word
of God has always made the people of God. So when
God breathed out his word on the day of Pentecost
and the church was created (Acts 2), that same church
then merely recognized what God has done. They
recognized that God has also breathed out his word
through the inspired prophets and apostles.
Third, all this means the Bible is authoritative. “Authority”
is not a popular word
these days for two
reasons. One, we like
our independence
and freedom. And
two, authority can be
abused and harmful.
Yet independence from
God is not freedom at
all, but a new slavery
to the deceptions of
the human heart. And
there is no reason why
authority can’t be
mixed with love and grace, which is exactly the sort of
authority God has over his creation. That God has spoken
to us in his word both liberates us from speculation and
error, and lovingly places us within the merciful sphere
of his grace (cf. John 17:17).
How could it be any other way!? The first two points—
inerrancy and canon—speak to the Bible’s truthfulness.
It is true. And truth always has authority. Everyone is
morally obligate to believe and apply that which is true.
Moreover, God is our creator and has every right to rule
over us (cf. Isa 66:1–2). Thus, for two reasons the Bible has
authority: it is true and it is the expression of the creator’s
perfect will. “This God—his way is perfect; the word of
the Lord proves true; he is a shield for all those who take
refuge in him” (Psalm 18:30).
So, again, let’s be a people eager to hear, read, know
and apply the word of God. Because it is inspired we
also know it is canonical, inerrant and authoritative.
Coming up next we’ll also think about how the Bible is
necessary, clear and sufficient. Stay tuned!
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Back to Church Sunday and Community Picnic on September 18

Mark your calendars. This is a big event at Northside and we want to start it off right by getting everyone together
for worship. We will have our Small Groups at 9:00 AM, Cross Training at 9:30 AM and Morning Worship Service at
10:30 in the auditorium. Following the worship service, we will have our annual picnic on the soccer fields, over
the bridge just south of the church parking lot.
We’ll be serving pulled pork, hot dogs and baked beans. The church will also supply the paper goods and drinks.
Be sure to bring large side dishes and desserts to help us feed all the guests who will be joining us that day. In addition to great food and fellowship, we’ll have fun activities for kids and their families.
Our men are staying up the night before at their Iron Sharpens Iron event. They’ll be cooking and setting up for
the picnic, while also having a fun time eating, playing sports and watching movies on the big screen.

Right after the picnic, the golfers among us are invited
to participate in the annual golf outing at Old Oakland
Golf Course. Sign up on our website. $36/person
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September is Giving Month
Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must do just as
he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound
to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have
an abundance for every good deed; as it is written,
“He scattered abroad, he gave to the poor,
His righteousness endures forever.”
Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of
your righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all liberality,
which through us is producing thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of
this service is not only fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is also
overflowing through many thanksgivings to God. Because of the proof
given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your obedience to your
confession of the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your contribution to them and to all, while they also, by prayer on your behalf, yearn
for you because of the surpassing grace of God in you. Thanks be to
God for His indescribable gift!
2 Corinthians 9:6-15
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continued from page 1
What does “Steward” mean? A look at the Dictionary says: One who manages another’s property, finances, or other affairs. In reality, isn’t this what we are
doing when we consider the fact that God has truly
been the source of all the blessings we enjoy? God is
the owner and we are the manager or “steward” of
what He has entrusted us with.
Our first focus must be on the knowledge that without God we would have no real blessing in the first
place: Deuteronomy 8:18 “You shall remember the
LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to
get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he
swore to your fathers, as it is this day.”
Moses gave these words in Deuteronomy to Israel
prior to their entry into the Promised Land. They were
warned to always remember that regardless of what
blessings they might encounter, it is the Lord who is the
giver of those blessings!
Most people celebrate Thanksgiving on one day of
the year. As Christians we should, however, be thankful
on a daily basis for the provision of God. As we recognize God as the owner of everything our giving is not
nearly as “painful” as it might be if we view ourselves as
the “owner”. Testimony after testimony has been given
and written about the faithfulness of God providing as
these important steps of faith are taken.
Paul said in Acts 20:35 “In all things I have shown
you that by working hard in this way we must help the
weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how
he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” Our congregation has a heart of generosity
displayed through years
of faithful giving. If you are
not a regular tither I want
to take this opportunity
to invite you to receive a
blessing by becoming a
regular giver through your
tithes and offerings.
It is because of the
faithfulness of God’s people that Northside has
been able to accomplish
so much for the kingdom
of God. In order to reach
our community and our
world with the message
of salvation through Christ
alone, we must continue to be faithful in our giving.
Northside truly is a great church and I am thankful
I get to serve as your pastor! You have been faithful in
serving our family and we are forever grateful for the
faithful stewardship of the congregation of Northside
Baptist Church.
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Welcome, Annalise Grace Martin

by Barbara Cross, Editor
I remember the day Pastor Eric got the phone call
at the office. His wife, Chastity, who was a few months
pregnant at the time, was crying uncontrollably and
almost unable to speak. Eric and Chastity are indeed
grateful for their two growing boys, but now they both
hoped their third baby would be a sweet baby girl.
Chastity just couldn’t believe it when she got early
news from a medical test that the baby she was carrying was, as she had hoped, a girl! She just couldn’t
wait to call and tell Eric, but then could barely relay the
news.
As Mother’s Day approached this year, they had
discussed but had not agreed upon a name. Chastity
was hoping to honor two women who helped shape her
life: her grandmother Dolly
Ann and her foster mother, Elease. From those two,
she got the idea for the
name Annalise. Chastity
told Eric that for Mother’s
Day “I just want a name
for our baby girl.” Thinking that would lead to
some more brainstorming
and discussion, to her surprise, Chastity opened her
Mother’s Day card and
found it was signed “from
Eric, Joel, Corban and Annalise.” What a perfect
gift!
On July 29th, Annalise Grace Martin arrived, a tiny
girl weighing 6 lbs. 11 oz. and 19 inches long. Her red
hair looks like one of Chastity’s grandmothers’ hair!
Praise the Lord for his blessings! Northside has been
experiencing “church growth” through the miracle of
childbirth, with many of our young families expecting
babies in the months ahead! We thank God for this precious girl he has given to our pastor and his wife.
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Beginning September 14, our Wednesday night schedule will resume.
Nicholas Piotrowski, our Associate Pastor of Theological Development, continues the study in the Gospel of
Mark which is scheduled to conclude in mid-October.
This class is for teens and adults. The class begins at 6:30
PM and meets in the Fireside Room.
For kids age 3 through grade 5, we have Awana in Kids
Cove at 6:30 PM. Awana stands for “Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed” (based on 2 Timothy 2:15).
Make sure your kids are grounded in God’s word. In
addition to teaching your child at home, the truths
of scripture can be reinforced through the ministry of
Awana. Kids learn Bible verses and hear Bible stories in
a fun, club atmosphere. Cost for each child is $15 per
semester to cover workbook, vest and badges. Sign up
to be part of this amazing group. There is a registration
form on our website: www.northsideindy.org. Go to the
top menu and look under Ministries - Children - Awana.
Sign-up forms will also be available at Awana.
Childcare is available for kids under 3 whose parents
are working in Awana or attending the adult Bible class
(or other classes offered on Wednesday nights).
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Begins Friday,
September 16 at 9:00 AM
in the Welcome Center
A new daytime study for
women of all ages

Ladies, Join us for a time of getting to know each other and studying
the topic of prayer using Priscilla Shirer’s book, Fervent.
The book covers 10 topics to tackle in your prayer life: Passion, Focus,
Identity, Family, Confidence, Calling, Purity, Rest and Contentment,
Heart and Relationships. The Lord wants us to have victory in all of
these areas and surrender them to His control.
We hope you’ll plan to be a part of this 10-week study. Please contact Barbara Cross, bcross@northsideindy.org or 317-255-6692, if you
have any questions. Books will be available or may be purchased in
advance at Lifeway.com or other book stores.
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by Derrin Slack, Director of Children’s MInistry

…should use whatever gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10 NIV). This verse is a call to the
people of God, that embodies the spirit that we are all
intricately connected. God’s grace is extended to us
as believers and we are called to use our gifts to serve
other human beings to glorify God.
As I reflect on my new role as the Children’s Ministry
Director, I have been encouraged by all the support
and excitement many members have shown in the
past couple of months. Perhaps, what is most inspiring to me is seeing many of our members answer the
call to serve in the Children’s Ministry in various roles.
In the coming weeks, parents and members can look
forward to the Children’s Team and I begin to make a
few adjustments in Children’s Ministry. This presents a
great opportunity for members to get involved and use
their gifts to serve our church’s largest ministry.
If you are currently serving children or if you are thinking
about serving, here are a few things to keep in mind
about the Children’s ministry at Northside:
1. Your ministry flows from your relationship with Jesus.
Everything you do, from teaching Bible lessons to 4th
graders to preparing snacks for toddlers, should flow
from your relationship with Jesus. Spending time in the
Word, being a part of a small group or life group, and
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attending “big” church are important for your spiritual
walk. We want to encourage each volunteer not only
to serve our children, but to prepare themselves by remaining or getting involved in other ministries Northside
offers.
2. You are not a babysitter.
I know sometimes it may feel like it, but you are so
much more than a Sunday morning babysitter! As a
Children’s Ministry volunteer, you are planting seeds of
the gospel in the hearts and minds of children with every song you sing, game you play, and snack you give.
Every gospel-centered conversation you have with a
little one is bursting with opportunity to be used by God
in the life of a child. Parents appreciate your service
more than you can even imagine. The ability to attend
a church service without distraction and with peace of
mind that their child is well taken care of is a gift, and
they are very thankful.
3. We want you to serve where you will thrive.
We want you to love volunteering at our church, and
especially in Children’s Ministry! No matter your spiritual
gift, there is a place for you in Children’s Ministry. No
matter your passion or comfort level around kids, there
is a place for you here. Wherever you serve, whether
with the babies, tweens, or behind the scenes, we
want you to love where you are serving. If you are already serving and think that there might be a better fit
for your gifts in Children’s Ministry, please let me know
and we can have a conversation about switching your
area of service.

Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

Each of You (continued from page 8)
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4. The kids look forward to seeing you each week.
The kids in your class talk with their parents about the
Gospel lessons you taught them all week long. They
look forward to your warm welcome, fun games, spirited songs, and life giving lessons each week. Be encouraged… you are loved!
5. We want to know what is going on in your life.
If you are in the middle of a hard season, I want to
know! I want to pray for you, minister to you, encourage you, and be there for you. If life is going well for
you, Praise God! I want to know that too. We want the
Children’s Ministry here to feel like family, we bear each
other’s burdens and rejoice in each other’s joys. We
can’t do that, however, if we don’t know what’s going
on in your life. Please always feel welcome to send me
a prayer request. I know I look busy on Sunday mornings, but drop me an email, and I will connect with you
during the week!
6. If you have a question – ask!
One of the most important aspects of my job is to make
sure that you have everything you need to serve in
Children’s Ministry. If there is something you need to do
your job better, please let me know. If you have a question about anything, or if you see something that you
don’t understand, please feel comfortable talking with
me. I want to be a resource for you as you carry out
your ministry at this church.
7. What you do is important to the overall vision and
mission of the church.

September 2016

Your ministry to children in this church is so very important. This church could not fulfill its mission and vision
without your sacrificial and loving ministry to children
and families. Know that the leadership of this church
appreciates your service and so do I.
8. God sees your acts of service.
Hebrews 6:10 says, “God is not unjust; he will not forget
your work and the love you have shown him as you
have helped his people and continue to help them.”
God sees your service in Children’s Ministry. He remembers it, and your service here is showing Him love.
You have invaluable opportunity to effect spiritual
change in the lives of our children and their families. It
takes special people that God calls to lead others to
utilize their skills in a unique way so that He is glorified.
I believe that our children are our greatest resource;
we must nurture them and protect them so that they
may one day protect us. We all can make change in
a young person’s life by instilling in them the Gospel of
Jesus Christ so they can feel valued, loved, and comforted through Him.
I am more than enthusiastic to begin seeing new faces in the Children’s Ministry area as we work together
to implement changes within the ministry. If you want
an opportunity to learn more about serving in the Children’s Ministry, please join us in the fireside room after
church on Sunday, September 11 from 12:30p-2:30p.
Lunch and childcare will be provided. To RSVP for this
event or if you have any questions, email dslack@
northsideindy.org.
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by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
If you can believe the internet, the largest pumpkin ever grown in North America was in California. On October 11, 2013, it was weighed in at 2,032 pounds! Most pumpkins aren’t destined to set records for their size, but
become delightful little jack-o-lanterns or delicious pumpkin pies. A pumpkin doesn’t grow by straining in it’s own
power. Growth occurs when there is fertile soil, rain, sunshine and, most importantly, by remaining on the vine.
Once detached from the vine it will eventually die.
Covenant Foods celebrates it’s eighth anniversary this month! Over these eight years, we have grown in size,
as measured by the numbers of volunteers serving, the amount of food donated and shared, the numbers of
guests ministered to, and the many individuals who have accepted Jesus Christ as Savior. But we do not have
a goal of becoming the biggest food pantry in North America. We don’t want to strain in our own power to set
new records. Our only desire is to remain on the Vine and let God grow us into whatever He wants us to be. It’s
not likely that we will be the biggest ever, but possibly He just wants us to be delightfully delicious. Proverbs 12:22
says, “Those who deal faithfully are His delight.”
Over this past year we have had summer cookouts and Christmas parties. We have given out Valentine cards
and back to school supplies. We have been encouraged by groups from the YMCA, Clemson University, and
St. Pius. We have said good-bye to dear friends, welcomed and trained new volunteers, and taken on new responsibilities. We are working in new ways with Ravenswood Hope. We have watched as God has supplied all
our needs for volunteers and donations. We continue to keep the main thing the main thing, which is sharing the
gospel and the love of Christ with all of our guests each Tuesday evening as we share food with those in need in
our neighborhood.
John 15:5 says, “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit;
for apart from Me you can do nothing.” Please pray for us to be faithful, delightful, and to remain on the Vine.
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Saturday Prayer is in the
Prayer Room: D105.
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff
Pastoral Staff

Support Staff

Eric Martin
emartin@NorthsideIndy.org
Senior Pastor

Derrin Slack
dslack@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

John Reeder
jreeder@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship

Micah Langmaack
micah@NorthsideIndy.org
Facilities Manager

Asa Hart
ahart@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Students

Jan Jeter
office@NorthsideIndy.org
Office Assistant

Nicholas Piotrowski
nicholas@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Theological Development

Barbara Cross
bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Sundays
9:00 - 10:15 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Men’s Class - D112
Woessner Class - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Jr/Sr High
Assembly Room

Sundays at 9:30

Elementary
Kids Cove
Preschool
Various Rooms

LIFE GROUPS
Lawrence: Sunday evenings
Fishers: Thursday evenings
Newly Married: Sunday
Fall Creek/Binford: Thursday eve.
Women (Fishers): Sunday lunch
Ravenswood: Friday evenings
Contact the office at 317-255-6692 if
you would like to join a group.

