Robert Linthicum – Empowering the Poor

Three primary systems by which society organizes 

Religious System

People agree on what values are going to guide their lives 


  Economic Systems




Political System 

    The decision by the people of how goods and 


The way people have agreed to make decisions

    Services are delivered






about common life. 

What is the primary responsibility of this system as God designed it to be?

1. Religious systems
- Deut. 10:23-11:28

2. Political system 
- Deut. 16:18-20, 17:8-20 

3. Economic system 
- Deut. 6:10-15, 15:1-17

Three Forces that call the systems into account

The Prophet

Deut: 18:15 – 22


The People 







God

Deut. 7:6-11, 8:11-20 




   Ezek. 22

Ezekiel 22 – what went wrong?

           Prophets




   People




God 

Did not hold the systems accountable

No one to stand in the gap


Political system judged 

Instead became seduced 



Oppression and robbery 


Economic system judged

Money, power, pride



No compassion for poor


Prophets judged 

No discernment of Holy/Profane 


No respect for the sojourner 

People judged 

“I searched for a man (person) among them who should build up the wall and stand in the gap before me for the land that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.”
The role of the church 

The church in the city:

1. They just happen to be in the city, not attached with the community.

2. Revivalistic not wholistic

3. Theology of grace not a theology of place

The Church to the city:
1. The church decides what the problems and issues are. 

2. The church decides what needs to be done for the community.

3. The church is called to serve the poor

4. The church captures the clients and creates a dependency

5. Immediate needs are met no long terms solutions are produced.

Three unintentional results: 

1. Reinforcing the primary problem of the poor – the primary problem is not poverty but powerlessness. Middle class people reinforce the powerlessness of the poor because they are bought off by the power structures. 

2. It treats people as objects instead of subjects with dignity and destiny – things instead of values. 

3. It is contributing to the maintenance and sustenance of the systems that oppress the poor. The activity of systems are not confronted and therefore are granted permission to oppress the poor.

The Church with the City: 

1. To come along side of the people in the city and work with them by listening.

2. Incarnational relationships

3. Know the political posture on the community 

4. Know the economic posture in the community

5. Joint problem solving  - we not me

6. Listen to the people’s perception of the problem

7. Responsibility lies primarily with the community people not the institutional church

8. Take on battles you can win – need hope

9. The church is a catalyst to help people reach their potential

