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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – March 2016
As I write this President’s Message, we are closing up
the 2016 Rendezvous – making sure all the volunteer
reimbursements are made, the sponsors and donators
are properly thanked, and the pertinent information is
passed on to the next committee. Oh those sweet
words – “the next committee”!

www.bchmlu.org

having their Annual Spring Ride in Potter Valley the
weekend of May 20-22. For information about this ride
you can go to their website – BCHC North Bay Unit.
I hope to see you at our next meeting, work party,
and/or ride.In the meantime, Keep Your Leather Side
Up, and Your Steel Side Down! God Bless America!
Mike Kohlbaker, President

I must say that the Mother Lode Unit was very well
represented in Angels Camp this past weekend.
Wherever I looked I saw one or more of our members
taking care of a task or enjoying an event. It was very
rewarding for me to see so many people enjoying the
event that we worked so hard on throughout the year. I
would like to thank each and every one of the MLU
volunteers but I don’t want to take the chance that I
might overlook someone. So please know that your
efforts are greatly appreciated.
The Mother Lode Unit was also represented in the
Rendezvous Western Arts and Crafts show with entries
from both Diane Krage and Jerry Heitzler. Jerry won a
first place with his “No Left Turn” photograph.
Congratulations Jerry!
Further congratulations to Jerry Heitzler for receiving
the Wilderness Rider of the Year award for 2015. Next
time you see him ask him to show you his buckle.
And now on with our future events and activities!
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We have a Trail Ride scheduled for April 22-24 with a
Pack Clinic on the 23rd and open riding on the 24th. Our
original plan was to hold this activity at Dru Barner, but
it seems that the bugs have infested the trees and the
campground has been closed for a few months. We will
be at the Stoval Ranch in Wilton instead.
I think it’s a lot of fun to attend rides and events put on
by other BCHC units as well. The North Bay Unit is

POSSIBLE CLOSURE OF SKILLMAN
From Jaede Milosovich

Skillman Horse Camp is in danger next year of either
being closed or re-purposed because the Forest Service
thinks it isn't being used enough, or not paying for itself.
Go to www.facebook.com/SkillmanHorseCamp, hit
“like” and then “SHARE” with all your Facebook friends!
Tell EVERYONE about Skillman Horse Camp and how
wonderful it is. TAKE YOUR FRIENDS to the Skillman.
Invite your out-of- town horse friends to come up and
enjoy Skillman.
Tell anyone who wishes to reserve a camp site to CALL
1-877-444-6777. And, even if they say no sites are
available, call Tahoe National Forest Nevada City office
(530) 265-4531 who will give you the real information.
Do not depend on the website.
Plan a trip soon! If we all do our part, the Forest Service
will realize that Skillman and horses are a vital and
necessary part of the Tahoe National Forest.

You can find out more about riding areas
by going to our new
website, www.bchcmlu.org

USE THE NEW PARK WATCH REPORT—
ANYWHERE, ANYTIME—ON YOUR SMART PHONE
November 28, 2015
by Janet Peterson

On January 3, 2009, two equestrians were riding at
Folsom State Recreation Area on a designated and
posted horse-only trail. They were confronted with 3
motorcycle riders and their horses bolted. Both riders
were thrown and sustained severe head injuries,
bruised ribs and
general
trauma.
Toby, a 4-year –old Appaloosa/Quarter Horse, got only
½ mile down the trail but in that short distance he
experienced injuries so severe he was euthanized on
the spot. The other horse, Bailey, a 20 –year-old
Morgan, traveled more than five miles from the
incident site and was eventually located, thankfully,
uninjured.
The Folsom Lake State Recreation area has designated
riding areas for horses, mountain bikes, 4-wheel OHV
and hiking. Even so there is conflict from time to time
and this incident became the flash point for change in
the Sierra foothills. A determined group of park
volunteers, bird watchers, mountain bike riders, hikers,
equestrians and park management convened. They set
their sights on conflict prevention and they would start
by improving connectivity between trail users and park
management.
This Ad Hoc group wanted a simple and convenient
method for passing information between trail users and
park management. It had to be available 24/7, simple
to access and use, remain unobtrusive and available to
everyone. This solution had to target safety issues and
work to address problems preemptively.

Page

2

The motorcycle riders had entered the trail system from
private property through a cut fence. With the benefit
of 20/20 hindsight it is plausible that an intact fence
might have denied the motorcyclist access to the horse
only trail. Local equestrians were aware of the cut
fence, but in the Sierra foothills public land is managed
by the US Forest Service, the Bureau of Land
Management, CA State Parks and multiple cities and
counties. Whose jurisdiction did this fence fall under?
The web-based service now known as ParkWatchReport
was born out of the Folsom Lake tragedy and is a direct
line of communication between land managers and the
trail-using public. The FREE phone app provided by

ParkWatchReport can take a report from a trail user and
forward it to the appropriate land manager in 2 minutes
or less. It is available 24/7 and 365 days a year. The app
automatically records the date, time and the GPS
coordinates of the report site.
Site photos can be uploaded (a picture is worth a
thousand words to a land manager) and it records a
detailed (or brief) description of the condition being
reported. Hit “SEND” and the report is forwarded real
time to the land manager with jurisdiction based on the
GPS coordinates.
Trail users can now report cut fences, trails blocked by
fallen trees, weather or trail use related erosion,
dangerous trail conditions, or trails being used illegally
no matter where they are in the US and Canada. At
https://www.parkwatchreport.com/ there is a list
(which is rapidly expanding) of parks that currently
subscribe to ParkWatchReport in order for their park to
be featured but the actual reporting system works
independently. A report can be filed from any trail
anywhere anytime.
As trail riders you are already the “boots on the
ground”. With ParkWatchReport downloaded on your
smart phone you become a vital part of the day-to-day
communication exchange that has added a new and
significant level of safety to all trails.
The free smart phone app can be downloaded at Apple
Store and Google Play. For PC and Mac users a desktop
version
is
available
at
https://www.parkwatchreport.com.
For
more
information contact Park Watch Report, LLC
Headquarters at (530) 878-4750 or email
janet@parkwatchreport.com .

CPR FOR FOALS
The Horse.com 2/18/16
Erica Larson, News Editor

Foals not Breathing: The foaling team’s job is easy
if the neonate’s heart is beating and he’s breathing
properly. If he’s not breathing, however, it’s time for
them to begin attempting resuscitation. First, rub and
dry the foal. Sometimes tactile stimulation helps
prompt the foal to breathe. Poking the muzzle and
nostrils with straw can also incite a reflex that prompts
the foal to take a breath. If he isn’t breathing after 10 to
15 seconds, he’ll need ventilation.
Sally Anne Ness, DVM, says intubation is the easiest
option and can be approached either through the foal’s
nasal passages or his mouth. In this instance, the
veterinarian will extend the foal’s neck and pass an
endotracheal tube into the trachea. Then, he or she will
inflate a cuff to seal the tube within the trachea and
connect an Ambu Bag, which allows the veterinarian to
administer breaths to the foal.
You can also use a mouth-to-nose approach by blocking
the lower nostril (the one closest to the ground as the
foal lies) with your hand and blow into the upper
nostril. Another non-intubated option is a mask with a
self-inflating air pump made specifically for foals. This
last option is probably the easiest and safest choice for
foaling attendants and nonveterinarians, she added.
The goal is to apply 10 breaths per minute, holding the
first inspiration for three to five seconds and then using
quick, short breaths after that. She recommended
reassessing the foal after 30 to 60 seconds.
Handling Foals Without a Heartbeat: “A foal
born not breathing and without a heartbeat for any
length of time is unlikely to respond to CPR,” Ness said.
“But you have nothing to lose doing CPR on a dead foal.
It’s doing something instead of nothing. Some can come
back if the arrest began right at birth.”
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TERRI RILEY, ML Member, POSTED THE FOLLOWING
ON FACEBOOK:
Rio Cosumnes Correctional Center's new wild horse
training program needs donations of western saddles
(beat up is okay), and used or new men's jeans, waist
sizes 36 and larger, and boots sizes 9 through 13. Send
to R3C Wild Horse Program 12500 Bruceville Rd, Elk
Grove, CA 95757

Big DoG is a 24-hour fund raiser for over 500 nonprofits.
Beginning 1 April 2016, profiles about the nonprofits
will be at www.givingedge.guidestar.org
On 3 May 2016 only, donations are processed only at
www.bigdayofgiving.org
All donations are made on-line using credit/debit cards
or “gift cards” from VISA, MasterCard or American
Express.
There is a donation minimum of $25 to a maximum of
$10,000.
PLEASE SHARE THIS REMINDER PROVIDED BY
BCHC-MLU (BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN OF
CALIFORNIA – MOTHER LODE UNIT) IN THE HOPE
THAT YOU, YOUR FAMILY AND YOUR FRIENDS
CHOOSE US AS ONE OF THE NONPROFITS YOU
SUPPORT ON 3 MAY 2016.

MLU TRAINING TRAVELS
By Lucy Badenhoop

The Mother Lode Unit followed its tradition of monthly
training campouts. The February 2016 outing was for
gate practice in cattle country near Commanche Lake
and Rancho Campo in the foothills East of Lodi CA. Two
riders (Daryl Shankles and Chelsea Guerrero) and their
horses became quite proficient at maneuvering the
multiple gates on both trails.
Early bird MLU members set up camp Friday afternoon
at the Turkey Hill Equestrian Campground on

Training Travels, continued from page 3

Commanche Lake. A total of seven rigs and ten riders
arrived in time to enjoy the evening camp fire. The
breakfast and supper pot lucks provided the usual wide
variety of dishes with minimal work. The group didn’t
see any turkeys at the campsite this year, and very few
people were on the trails.

lush vegetation. About a mile later, is a good
turnaround spot for heading back to camp.
Sunday morning, the group packed up after breakfast
and drove half an hour to Campo Seco near Pardee
Resevoir for more gate practice in cattle country. This
was a 3-hour ride covering 8 miles of beautiful single
track The ranchers helpfully had about half a dozen
gates along the ride out. Returning to the trailhead
provided a second go at the same gates.
At one point a small herd of yearlings straddled the trail
and it was necessary to move them to one side.
Marshall
Zavat,
an
experienced
cattleman,
demonstrated how to walk your horse toward the
shoulder at a 45 degree angle from the rear to turn the
cattle in the desired direction. After his demonstration,
the equestrians continued on the trail without upsetting
the cattle.
This was an unplanned learning
experience….one the ranchers surely appreciate. Upon
returning to the trailhead, the group pulled out potluck
leftovers for a gourmet picnic before loading up and
scattering for the drive home.

IT’S A WRAP!
By Lucy Badenhoop

Kathy Goodrich leads the way

Saturday morning, the riders mounted up for a 12-mile
ride along the perimeter of the almost dry lake. Water
levels were so-o-o low the lake shore was way off in the
distance. It’s an out-and-back route taking about 4
hours with a mix of single track and fire roads. Some
early portions were rocky, so boots are advised for
barefoot mounts.

As a result of a 2013 bequest from an MLU benefactor,
BCHC and MLU shared the proceeds of the 2014 sale of
a land parcel. As a result, both organizations chose to
use a portion of the proceeds to purchase an enclosed
trailer to store/transport its equipment and supplies
from event-to-event.
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The first training obstacles were two gates followed by
a trail bridge with a loud steel frame and wood deck. In
the picture of the bridge, the water is normally covering
the rocks below the bridge and reaches to within a few
feet of the trail on the left. The picture was taken from
a mound that is normally submerged.
A mile or two later is a tricky gate beneath the Buena
Vista Road overpass. It’s a narrow trail with traffic noise
above and fairly steep grades on each side of the gate.
About 5 miles into the ride, there is an abandoned mine
on the hillside only 50 feet off the trail, surrounded by

BCHC Trailer
BCHC purchased a new 18 foot trailer with a drop down
rear ramp and walk through side door. This trailer is
needed to act as a registration office for the annual

Trailers, continued from page 4
Rendezvous and storage of the Wilderness Rider booth,
signage, and miscellaneous supplies that can be reused
year to year. It was obtained at a deeply discounted
price from another supporter, Heacock Trailer Sales in
Arroyo Grande, and then BCHC purchased additional
equipment needed for various functions.
This unit will move about California to support whatever
unit(s) sponsor the Rendezvous and other special events.

Again, MLU President Kohlbaker used his contractor
skills to outfit the unit’s trailer with shelving, tie downs
and other useful features. This time he was assisted by
Lucy Badenhoop for a total of 24 volunteer hours
donated.
The unit’s Board of Directors authorized the purchase of
conference tables, plastic storage tubs, chain saws, a PA
system, a display booth and other equipment needed for
work parties, fund raisers or public information events.
Wrapping it Up
The final stop for both trailers was a visit to the trailer
beauty spa……APi Marketing in Auburn. At APi, the
BCHC trailer got signage on both sides and the rear door
showing the pack string logo and declaring “Backcountry
Horsemen of California - preserve, protect and maintain”
plus the website BCHCALIFORNIA.ORG.

BCHC Trailer
The trailer’s first stop was to the home of BCHC
President Richard Waller who installed a solar panel
array on the roof and the inverter on the inside front
wall, along with storage batteries and ancillary power
equipment capable of running power tools or a
computer, printer and lights. A total of 18 volunteer
hours were expended by Richard.
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The trailer’s next stop was to MLU President Mike
Kohlbaker’s home for further enhancements. As a retired
contractor, his skills added some practical features, like a
security wall to protect the electrical equipment,
electrical outlets, shelving, tie downs, etc., and ceiling
insulation and vapor barrier to prevent condensation. A
total of 39 volunteer hours were applied.
The Mother Lode Unit opted for a used 16-foot trailer
with a double rear door (no ramp) and a walk-through
side door. This unit will be stored at the home of a MLU
member who is centrally located with secure, but easy
access.

Mother Lode Unit trailer
The MLU trailer received a full body wrap…..color picture
background, plus signage. This special design and
application was created and donated by MLU members
and APi owners, Merrill Kagen-Weston and Brad Weston.
Signage depicts the pack string logo and announces
“BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN OF CALIFORNIA –
MOTHER LODE UNIT” and website BCHCMLU.ORG.
Added to the rear doors is “Volunteers on their way to
care for California trails”.
Both these trailers were on display at the March 2026
Rendezvous at the Calaveras County fairgrounds near

Trailers, continued from page 5
Angels Camp. Afterward, the BCHC trailer went to its
new temporary home for the next two years with the
Eastern Sierra Unit while they sponsor the 2017 and 2018
Rendezvous.
Many thanks to all the supporters who did their part to
make these assets available to our volunteers and
simultaneously make the general public aware of our
volunteer service to the community…..BRAVO!!!!

BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN NORTH BAY
UNIT ANNUAL SPRING RIDE
Rasche Ranch, Potter Valley
Join us on the weekend of May 20-22 for our Fully
Catered Annual Spring Ride at Potter Valley. This ride is
open to non-members as well as members, so invite
your riding buddy to come along as well.
Registration Deadline May 12th – No onsite
registration. Limit 150 Rain or Shine – No Refunds - No
Dogs. Families Welcome. BCHC membership not
required.
Friday Arrive after 12 noon till—BBQ Dinner 6 to 8pm,
Entertainment & Raffle Ticket sales and Auction Review
Saturday Breakfast 8 to 9 am. Guided Ride 10 am with
Lunch on Trail. Dinner 6 pm – Dance 7:30 to 11:30 pm.
Silent Auction. Sunday Breakfast 8:30 am. Ride 10 am,
Lunch. Break Camp After Lunch.
Cost per Person full weekend $147.00;
16 and Under full weekend $ 65.00.
(Under 18 must be supervised by adult

Mother Lode Unit, inside view

CARPENTER VALLEY MAY BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
IN 2017
From Gold Country Trail Council
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For those of you who loved Euer Valley, good
news...even though Euer Valley will not be reopened for
horse camping, the incredibly beautiful 1,320 acre
property just north of Euer Valley is under contract to
be obtained by the Tahoe Donner Land Trust, working
with the Northern Sierra Partnership and The Nature
Conservancy. The Land Trust now has 24 months to
raise the $8 million needed to protect the property,
including much of Carpenter Valley, in perpetuity. This
is the valley you saw as you rode on the north hills
above Euer Valley, a fantastic horse camp that closed a
few years ago. We camped there and rode that area for
years and the views were incredible.
They intend to complete the transfer and open the
property to public access in 2017. For the complete
article, pictures and maps go to:
http://www.motherlodetrails.org/news . Let's hope
enough equestrians are serving with the planning
groups so we will have new trails!

Music and Dance Saturday Night
For more information and required registration
packet, go to www.BCHC North Bay Unit or Contact:
Dan Horn 707-544-4543.
RSVP only – No On-site Registration
ABSOLUTELY NO DOGS
Directions: Take Hwy 101 to Ukiah, take Hwy 20 east
approximately 8 miles, turn north on Potter Valley Road. Just
follow signs from Potter Valley Road to Camp.

HORSEMEN ON COLOR
A bay is hardy, a chestnut is fast
And you can’t kill a buckskin: he’ll last and last
A grey is gentle, a sorrel is hot
A dun is a horse you’ll be happy you bought.
White eyes are flighty, white feet may crack
While some won’t rely on the feet of a black.
Some pintos are lucky, like the medicine hat,
But all horsemen agree the best color is fat.
— Anonymou

COMING EVENTS 2016
Board meetings are on the 4th Monday of February, April, June, August, October, and December.
General meetings are on the 4th Monday of January, March, July, September, and November.
For Rides and Camp Trips contact Kathy Goodrich (916-835-8498) for information and to sign up.
4/13
4/22-24
5/11
5/20-22

Day Ride –Cronin Ranch, Pilot Hill
Coordinator:
CAMPING – Stovall Ranch, Wilton, with PACK CLINIC Saturday morning
Day Ride – Fleming Meadows, Pollock Pines
Coordinator:
CAMPING - Potter Valley (BCHC North Bay Fund Raiser)

5/24-29
6/8
6/10-12

Mule Days, Bishop
Day Ride – Sayles Canyon
Horse Expo, Sacramento

6/17-19
6/24-26
7/13
7/22-24

CAMPING - Caples Creek
Half Ass Flat Ride (BCHC Redwood Unit Ride)
Day Ride – Wrights Lake
CAMPING - Loney Meadows

8/10
8/ 26-28
9/14
9/23-25
10/12

Day Ride – Caples Creek
Coordinator: Lucy Badenhoop
CAMPING – Tells Creek
Day Ride – Olmstead Loop Trail
Coordinator:
CAMPING – Mountain Meadows (Wine Ride Fundraiser)
Day Ride – El Dorado Trail ( Latrobe Road)
Coordinator:

10/21-23
11/9
11/19
12/14
12/17

CAMPING – Point Reyes
Day Ride – Falcon Crest, Folsom Lake
DAY RIDE – Pena Adobe
Day Ride – American River Parkway
DAY RIDE – Rattlesnake Bar (Folsom Lake)

Coordinator:

Coordinator:

Coordinator:
Coordinator
Coordinator:

NICE RIDES SCHEDULED FOR THIS MONTH
By Kathy Goodrich
We have a Day Ride scheduled for April 13, 2016 at Cronin Ranch, Pilot Hill staging area and a camping weekend, 4/22-24, planned
for the Stovall Ranch. We had to change our location for the campout because Dru Barner was going to be closed. Directions to the
Stovall Ranch, 11375 Green Road, Wilton: Take 99 South to Dillard Road. Exit on Dillard Road - the off ramp will take you over the
freeway. Head Northeast on Dillard Road for about 5 miles to the stop sign at Wilton Road and turn left. Travel about a mile to
Green Road and turn right. The Stovall Ranch is on the left. Look for the Tindall Training sign to turn in to the ranch.
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If you are interested in either ride or interested in being a trail Coordinator for Cronin Ranch please let me know. Also, if you plan to
join the campout, and if you want to be put on the Pot Luck meal list for the campout, please let me know.

2016
MOTHER LODE UNIT OFFICERS
AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
Email: bchmlu@sbcglobal.net
Webpage: www.bchmlu.org
OFFICERS
President Mike Kohlbaker
V. President Randy Hackbarth
Secretary Norma Kohlbaker
Treasurer Lucy Badenhoop
State Director Mike Kohlbaker
Alt. Director
Membership Chris Chaloupka
Editor Corky Layne
Webmaster Carrie Johnen
BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE
Bob Gilmore
Kathy Goodrich

(916) 424-8105
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
(530) 626-0571
trlryder@pacbell.net
(916) 424-8105
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
(916) 216-7040
badenhoop@comcast.net
(916) 424-8105
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
Appointed as Necessary
(530) 677-3187
(530) 589-6914
corkylayne@sbcglobal.net
(209) 245-5617
cjubilee5@gmail.com

(530) 620-4994
wildroseranch@wildblue.net
(916) 835-8498
kathy.goodrich@ucdavis.edu

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Education:
Jerry Heitzler
Horse Expo:
Mike Kohlbaker

Public Lands:

Rendezvous:
Rides:
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Trail Projects:

(530) 391-6822
(916) 424-810
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
Bob Gilmore
(530) 620-4994
wildroseranch@wildblue.net
Carolyn Gilmore
(530) 620-4994
wildroseranch@wildblue.net
Cordell Van Rees
(916) 956-4657
cvanrees@sbcglobal.net
Mike Kohlbaker
(916) 424-8105
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
Kathy Goodrich
(916) 835-8498
kathy.goodrich@ucdavis.edu
Mike Kohlbaker
(916) 424-8105
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
Becky Wolk
(530) 622-1907
rwbzbranch@localnet.com
Al Kaiser
(916) 687-7094
dbldiamond47@frontiernet.net
Jerry Heitzler
(530) 391-6822
secrtvly@gmail.com

MLU Note Card gift sets are selling for $11 for 5 cards
with envelopes. Contact Norma Kohlbaker

Thinking about taking a trip?
Plan your vacation through

Up to 60% rebates go back to BCH when used for travel.
A World Class Travel Service for BCHC Members and
supporters .
There are new travel specials every week so be sure to check
the site often!

BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN OF CALIFORNIA
PHILOSOPHY AND PURPOSE
To perpetuate the common sense use and
enjoyment of horses in America’s backcountry and
wilderness.
To work to insure that public lands remain open to
recreational stock use.
To assist the various government and private
agencies in their maintenance and management
of said resource.
To educate, encourage and solicit active
participation in
the wise use of the backcountry resource by
horsemen
And the general public commensurate with our
heritage.

Happy Riders at Camanche
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This is the official publication of the Mother Lode Unit of Backcountry Horsemen of California.
Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the board. Articles, comments and suggestions are solicited.
Newsletters will be published in January, March, May, July, September and November.

