TRINITY TOPICS: JULY 2018
Warden's World
I learned several pieces of information reading the June Topics. Most meaningful to me was the
article submitted by Deacon Stephanie. After 40 plus years as an Episcopalian, I hate to admit
that I did not have much knowledge as to what a Deacon’s purpose or function entailed. I did
know that a Vocational Deacon varied from a Transitional Deacon but that was about it. To be
honest, I was surprised to realize that Deacon Stephanie originally served at Trinity when first
ordained.
I like the concept of a symbol of the unity of the Secular and the Sacred. The idea that our
lives are not just holy when we come to church on Sunday but also holy when we leave the
church and enter the secular world has always made great sense to me. In fact, that concept is
the only way I can make sense of it all: the reason for our existence or the reason we are here.
It is what we can accomplish in the secular world, influenced and guided by the sacred, that
defines us. This is one reason that the current church model enacted at Trinity works for me.
The Priest is available to handle the liturgical and sacred, bringing God’s presence to our
community through teaching, preaching and instructing. The Priest brings to light what the
Church stands for and the perspective of scripture to life. But it is the Laity who possess the
Ecclesiastical presence and daily function and operation of the Parish. This may not be the
ideal business model for every parish, but it works for Troy better than any I have experienced.
Laity leadership is essential.
The intentional intersection of the sacred and secular is also critical for those seeking to be holy
to the outside world. I know many who claim to be spiritual but not religious, as if that is a
proper explanation for sleeping in on Sunday morning. I can not buy it. It is the experience of
worship, prayer, and communion that provides the direction and life force to face the world
during the rest of the week. We wander, and without a guiding spirit to lead the way, one
becomes disoriented, distracted, and lost.
So, thank you Deacon Stephanie for the enlightenment. Also, thank you for leading Morning
Prayer last Sunday. We were greeted to the realization that we not only received an
experienced Vocational Deacon but also an accomplished orator. Your words were obviously
brought from the heart and we were all made better by your sharing. Welcome and may we all
together make Trinity Troy the best location for intersecting the Sacred and the Secular in the
Miami County.
Peace,
Jim

PONDERINGS FROM REV. NANCY
As most of you know, my first love and call was working with small children. I began my teaching career
in the first summer of Headstart programming. When I lived in England teaching at a private American
school, I had children in my classroom from the States, Denmark, Iran, and Lebanon. Although these
children were from well-to-do and wealthy families this was a wonderful experience of learning the
interdependence of us all. My next experience was with early infant and preschool intervention. Therefore
it was not surprising that I would become and remain interested in the welfare of all children, both in the
US and in the rest of the world.
I attended a conference in our diocese MANY years ago- the mid-1980s when Fr. Michael Curry was still a
priest at St. Simon of Cyrene in our diocese, and Bishop Browning was the Presiding Bishop. Both were in
attendance. We were given this prayer written by Ina Hughes She is a friend of Marian Wright Edleman,
the founder of the Children’s Defense Fund and read at all presentations she gives.
I offer this to you at this INTERDEPENDENCE time for your thought and consideration for ALL children
EVERYWHERE.

We Pray For Children
We pray for children who stomp in puddles, who like to be tickled, who sneak popsicles
before supper, who erase holes in math workbooks, who can never find their shoes.
And we pray for those who stare at photographers from behind barbed wire, who can’t
bound down the street in a new pair of sneakers, who are born in places where we
wouldn’t be caught dead, who never go to the circus, who live in an X-rated world.
We pray for children who bring us sticky kisses and fistfuls of dandelions, who sleep with
the dog and bury goldfish, Who hug us in a hurry and forget their lunch money, who
squeeze toothpaste all over the sink, who slurp their soup.
And we pray for those who never get dessert, who have no safe blanket to drag behind
them, who watch their parents watch them die, who can’t find any bread to steal, who
don’t have any rooms to clean up, whose pictures aren’t on anybody’s dresser, whose
monsters are real.
We pray for children who spend all their allowance before Tuesday, who throw tantrums in
the grocery store and pick at their food, who like ghost stories, who shove dirty clothes
under the bed, and never rinse out the tub, who get visits from the tooth fairy, who don’t
like to be kissed in front of the carpool, who squirm in church or temple and scream in the
phone, whose tears we sometimes laugh at and whose smiles can make us cry.
And we pray for those whose nightmares come in the daytime, who will eat nothing or
anything, who have never seen a dentist, who aren’t spoiled by anybody, who go to bed
hungry and cry themselves to sleep, who live and move, but have no being.
We pray for children who want to be carried and for those who must, for those we never
give up on and for those who don’t get a second chance.
For those we smother…and for those who will grab the hand of anybody kind enough to
offer it.
Ina Hugheswritten in the early 1970’s for children in the United States and the world
Check out UNICEF and the Episcopal Relief and Development for ways to help.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO KNOW!
A THANK YOU TO OUR CHOIR AND MUSIC DIRECTOR!
Our choir is now on summer break. We wish to thank
them all for their faithful service that adds so much to
our Sunday worship.
Thank you Nancy Blair, Chester Howes, Joanie Gutermuth, Joan Swank,
Brent Brazelton, and Priscilla Stull. And always a thank you to Wiley
Smith , whose keeps us all singing throughout the year.

Beginning Fridays, July 6 from 10am - 12pm
Rev. Nancy invites you to join her at BakeHouse Bread Company on the Square
This is a part of our effort to be seen in the community, and an
opportunity to meet with Rev. Nancy on an informal basis to get
to know her better, to talk to her about any concerns, ideas, or
to just share some time and a delicious BakeHouse snack or
lunch with her.
Other appointments can be made to meet with Rev. Nancy by calling her at 652-1587 to
set up a time. She is most generally in Troy on Tuesdays and Fridays.

BOOK STUDY TO BEGIN JULY 3
Rev. Nancy will lead a book study on Henri J.M. Nouwen's book, The Inner Voice of Love,
Tuesday mornings at 11 am and also Tuesday evenings at 5:30 pm beginning
July 3. Books will be available at no charge.
This book is Henri Nouwen's "secret journal". "It was written during
the most difficult period of his life, when he suddenly lost his selfesteem, his energy to live and work, his sense of being loved, even
his hope in God. For eight years Nouwen felt that what he wrote
was too raw and private to share with others, but encouraged by
friends he decided to share this fierce inner battle that lies
underneath so many of his spiritual insights." The Inner Voice of
Love, offers courage, new hope, even new life.
We will meet in the Workman Lounge on Tuesday mornings, beginning July 3 at
11:00 am. If you cannot make the morning study, it will again be offered in the
evenings at 5:30 pm also in the Workman Lounge. Healthy snacks will be available
at the evening study.
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NEWS TO KNOW

July Birthdays and Anniversaries
George Gutermuth (7/01), Caleb Cade 7/04),
David Cobb (7/12), Harrison Plessinger (7/18),
Jerry Knapke (7/20), Nancy Blair (7/23),
Philip Harbaugh (7/30)

KIDS MATTER BOOK DRIVE
Trinity is once again holding a Book Fair for the children of Garden Manor in
conjunction with National Night Out. While the date has not been confirmed
yet, in the past it has always been on the first Tuesday in August. This is
August 7 this year.
A box for donated books is situated by the east side door of the sanctuary. We need new books for
kindergartners and up.
There is no need for picture books or pre-readers. Age appropriate non-fiction books on topics like
sports, history, and science as well as fiction books are desired. The children at Garden Manor are
diverse, so books reflecting diversity are welcome.
We will be collecting books until Sunday, July 22. Thank you for your support.
Thank you!

Trinity Outreach Committee.

Lay reader training was completed on June 16. We welcome three new
readers: Brent Brazelton, Ben Anticoli, and Susan Beerbower. We thank
Larry Salyer, Chester Howes, Deb Kappers, David Cobb, Joan Swank, Millie
Woryk, Jerry Knapke, Leslie Schwartz, Jim Beerbower, Andrew Allen, Nancy
Blair, and Victoria Jacobs for their continued service.
Our Acolytes are:
Luke Anticoli, Jennie Ambrosia, Adam Kraynek, and Brent Brazelton.
Bless You All!

A Thank You From Partners In Hope
Thank you so much for serving summer lunches at Garden Manor in June.
We are so blessed to have lunch available to all the children in this community
and we couldn't do it without wonderful volunteers like you! Thank you for
being a light in the world.
~~ Partners In Hope
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REMINDERS
Traveling this Summer?
Keep in touch by posting pictures on the Trinity Episcopal
Church Facebook page or email them to:
trinitychurch@trinitytroyohio.org
If you are not already a "friend," just send a friend request.
We'd love to keep in touch.
Also, be sure to keep your pledge up-to-date!

Please sign up to host a Coffee Hour. There is a calendar in the
Parish Hall to choose a week. Coffee Hour is a special time for
fellowship, so please help with this ongoing opportunity.
Questions? Talk to Evanthia.
FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK !
If you would like to follow Trinity on Facebook . . .
Go to your FB page and go to "Search For People, Places and Things". (The search line/box is )
at the top of the FB page.)
Type Trinity Episcopal Church Troy in the search box. The name will appear on a list of other
Trinity Episcopal Churches; click on Trinity Episcopal Church Troy. FB will go to the Trinity site.
In the heading of the site, click the "Like" button on the upper right side of the page.
A comment can be posted.
You can also go to our website: www.trinitytroyohio.org.
bottom of the page.

A link to Facebook is toward the

A Prayer for Summer . . .
The warmth of the sun's embrace,
the gentle breeze swept in by incoming tide,
the rhythm of seasons,
of new birth,
death and recreation.

All are expressions of your creativity,
and more importantly of yourself.
As an artist might share his personality
within each brushstroke,
so within the myriad colours
of a butterfly's wing
you share the exuberance of your love

All these speak so clearly of your love,
your power
and your beauty.
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Many social networking Web sites have oodles of fancy tools and features. For example, Facebook lets
users build profiles, upload pictures, incorporate multimedia, develop blogs and integrate useful programs
into homepages. But sometimes simplicity trumps complexity. That's one reason that Twitter's been so
successful.
If you've been hiding under a digital rock for the past few years, here's the scoop on Twitter. Basically,
you can use the service to post and receive messages to a network of contacts. Instead of sending a
dozen e-mails or text messages, you send one message to your Twitter account, and the service
distributes it to all your followers. Members use Twitter to organize impromptu gatherings, carry on group
conversations, or just send quick updates to let people know what's going on.
With the help of Andrew Allen, we are endeavoring to expand and
better utilize our Trinity Twitter Account.
What are Tweets?
Simply put, a Tweet is a message sent on Twitter. To send or receive a Tweet, you have to create a free
account with Twitter.
Once you have an account, you can begin building your network of contacts. You can invite other users to
receive your Tweets, and you can follow other members' posts. Trinity has an account and would like to
invite you to be a part of our network.
TRINITY HOPES TO USE OUR TWITTER ACCOUNT FOR QUICK UPDATES,
MESSAGES, FUNDRAISERS, AND BASIC INFORMATION
ABOUT UPCOMING EVENTS, ETC.
Tweets have a few limitations, mostly due to the fact that Twitter's design relies heavily on cell phone
text messages. Tweets can only have up to 140 characters before the system cuts off the rest of the
message for cell phone users.
WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A PART OF OUR TRINITY TWITTER MEMBERS?
YOU WOULD NEED TO SET UP A TWITTER ACCOUNT
AND
WE WOULD NEED TO USE YOUR CELL PHONE NUMBER OR EMAIL ADDRESS.
WE ARE STILL LEARNING
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING THE TRINITY TWITTER GROUP.
CALL OR EMAIL THE CHURCH OFFICE:
937-335-7747 / trinitychurch@trinitytroyohio.org

Trinity also has a Facebook page that post prayers, meditations, events, and thoughts from time to time.
Please follow and "friend" us! (See how to find and like us on page 5)
Our website: www.trinitytroyohio.org has updated information about Sunday and Wednesday services,
Forum, events, general information about the Episcopal Church, and Worship. There are also links on the
home page to an on-line church calendar, Trinity Topics, the month's Serving Schedule, Facebook,
Twitter, and Forward Day by Day.
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ON THE CALENDAR WEEKLY
SUNDAY WORSHIP:
July 1

8:15 am
9:15 am
10:30 am

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I
SUNDAY FORUM
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

July 8

9:15 am
10:30 am

SUNDAY FORUM
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

July 15

8:15 am
9:15 am
10:30 am

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I
SUNDAY FORUM
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

July 22

9:15 am
10:30 am

SUNDAY FORUM
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

July 29

9:15 am
10:30 am

SUNDAY FORUM
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

7:00 pm

CELTIC EVENING PRAYER (No Evening Prayer on July 4th)
A quiet time of reflection is just what you need in the middle of the
week. Following the service we gather in fellowship for conversation,
wine, and cheese in the Parish Hall.

WEDNESDAYS:

ON THE CALENDAR MONTHLY
July 1

(First Sunday of each the month)
Healing Prayers follow Communion
Loose Plate Offering designated for the Discretionary Fund. Donations
accepted any time: CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO: TRINITY CLERGY
DISCRETIONARY FUND. (There is a separate account in which the funds are deposited.)

July 5

(First Thursday of each month)
4:30 pm
Torrence Medical Fund Committee

June 8

12:00 pm

Worship Committee Meeting

July 9

10:30 am
7:00 pm

Building and Grounds Meeting
Vestry Meeting

June 11

(Second Wednesday, due to July 4)
6-9:00 pm Pranic Healing Clinic in the Education Building. Call Marina Shaw,
(937-492-0407) for more information.

July 17

5:00 pm

NOTE:

The Parish Hall is in use by Partners In Hope on July 3, 10, 24, and Aug. 7
5:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Twilight Quilters — open to all.

The Rev. Nancy Howard Hardin:
Email: rectortec@trinitytroyohio.org
Office: E-mail: trinitychurch@trinitytroyohio.org
Phone: 937-335-7747
Office hours: Monday—Friday: 8:00 am-12:30 pm
Website: www.trinitytroyohio.org
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