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Summer 2019
Week 1 – 3rd April 2019
Singles League
The new season got underway with our largest membership for several years.  We had a hail shower in the morning dampening the terrains for the first fixtures on the season.
Winter 2018/19 newly crowned Premier League champion Geoffroy started off his quest for back to back season titles against Alice Ibitson and yet again he won but with the second game going to 13 – 12 as Alice just missed out on a point.

Newly promoted pair Laurent Pellaton & Richard Williams played each other for a valuable three points in their first ever season in the Premier League.  See below Super 6, which shows members thought Laurent would win this one.
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The actual result was a win for Laurent 13 – 8, 13-8 and he is tied at the top of the table with Geoffroy as a result.  Laurent plays Toby next.
Brian Harris had his best season last summer finishing 5th before being relegated for a record 5th time in the winter.  Brian had a tough first opponent (aren’t they all in the Premier League) in Matt Buesnel and Matt was 12 – 2 up in the first game before Brian came back for a more respectable 8 points.  Brian though turned the tables on Matt in the second game winning 13 – 3 for a draw.
Two players hoping to relive former glory were Ross Payne and Toby Northern, anyone’s guess as the result of this, well Super 6 responders thought this:
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The actual result was a narrow win for Ross as he won the first game 13 – 12, but was 8 – 1 up and 12 – 5 up in that game, for some impressive firing in the second gave him the win.
Keith Pinel and Andrew Bellamy-Burt was un-played due to an injury to Keith, we wish you a speedy recovery Keith.  So with Matt Pinel having a bye he played Andrew instead from week 7.  Matt scored a record 33 points last summer as he blew everyone away, but only just avoided relegation in the winter, so which Matt will we see this season.  The first game went Andrew’s way 13 – 8, before Matt turned the screw in the second game to win 13 – 1.
In division 1, nobody thought Harrison Marie would beat Callum Stewart one of the favourites for promotion.  Harrison however had other ideas taking the first game 13 – 12 and was just 2 points away from a win losing 13 – 11 for a good result for Harrison, not so much for Callum though.
Davis Ibitson also dropping down a division played Cassie Stewart who had a fantastic end to the Winter Season.  Could Cassie continue that run?  Not quite, but a good draw.
Both Paul Le Moine and Joey Le Clech are former Premier League players so was going to be a tough match, Super 6 responders though Joey would edge it.
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The result, well another draw in division 1.
James Rondel was playing his first Singles season and took on his Doubles partner in the Liberation Doubles Open from last year, a competition in which they finished Runners Up.  
There wasn’t much separating them in the Super 6 results with James edging it despite the fact that Paul will be playing in the Premier League in the Winter 2019/20 season.
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This had another game going to 13-12 but a draw was all they could manage.

Matt Ryan is the pre-season favourite, in fact he finished second in the Winter Premier League, but having missed the previous summer season dropped down a division for this summer.  He played Matt Hutchings who had a fantastic game gaining a valuable point as 5 of the six matches ended in draws in this division.

Another player joining the singles league again is Jake Romeril, another player expected to challenge for the title.  He played Brigitte Ibitson in his first match and he became the only player to win a match in Division 1’s week 1 fixtures to top the table.
In Division 2, favourite and JPA chairman, Andrew Limbrick played newcomer Tim Jackson, could Tim be a dark horse in the league?  Not yet as Andrew cruised to victory in the first game before a little scare in the second having to come from behind to win. 
James Villalard ruined many peoples Super 6 by beating Mo De Gruchy and I think James could be in with a shout of promotion this season.
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Natasha Romeril, one of the top female players in the Island joined the club, taking on Jean Stewart in her first match.  A good match between the pair with Jean picking up a rare league win, could this be the start of something?
Lorna Limbrick another one of the top female players in the Island played club newcomer Branden De La Haye, with the match being played in advance and both players getting a draw.
Daniel Villalard would be hoping for better things in his second season and he took on Luke Canavan.  It was a good start for both as they got off the mark with a valuable point.
Finally Brendan Jones returned to the club after a couple of year’s absence, how would he fair against Stephen Stoneman?

[image: image7.png]WIN James
Villalard

WIN Mo De
Gruchy

DRAW

2

0% 20%  30%  40%  50%

SWER CHOICES
WIN James Villalard
WIN Mo De Gruchy

DRAW.

0%

70%  30%

RESPONSES
21.43%
57.14%

21.43%

90% 100%




Brendan just edged the Super 6, but 50% thought a draw was most likely and they were right this was the 10th draw this week.
NEXT WEEK – 10TH April 2019 - SINGLES LEAGUE WEEK 2

Club email address
-
liberationpc@gmail.com
Club Website

-
www.liberationpetanque.co.uk
Kind Regards

Toby Northern

Chairman

Liberation Petanque Club
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