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MANAGING WINTER
CONDITIONS SAFELY
RANDY BUNCH, SAFETY DIRECTOR

With the change of environment from
season to season, the hazards we face on
the job also change. Potential heat illness
issues become less of a concern when the
temperature cools, but soft tissue injuries
are an all too common affect of putting
muscles and tendons to work before
they’ve had a chance to adequately warm
up.
Additionally, driving conditions change
dramatically as the Winter months in
general, and the holiday season in
particular, approaches. Increased traffic,
shorter days, and wet whether pose
challenges for which we have to be
prepared. There is also a very dangerous
hazard for which our area is particularly
known: fog.
All these and other hazards increase the
dangers of incidents and injury. This is
why we must approach work differently
in the winter months than we may at
other times of the year. Here are several
things that are helpful to remember in the
shorter, colder days of winter.
1. Start Earlier. Visibility decreases with
the shorter days, making driving
more difficult as well as creating
longer drive times to the job site.
Arriving earlier to get pre-trips and
job preparation done ahead of time
lessens the need to rush to the job
site, decreasing the likelihood of
accidents.

2. Slow down. If you give yourself that
extra cushion by arriving to work
earlier, you can afford to slow down
your drive times to accommodate the
darker environment and other
hazards the winter months present.

“…driving conditions
change dramatically as
the Winter months in
general and the holiday
season in particular
approaches. Increased
traffic, shorter days, and
wet whether pose
challenges for which we
have to be prepared.”
3. Warm up. Slowing down is not just
good advice for driving in the winter.
Muscles and tendons also need time
to warm up before putting a demand
on them. Soft tissue injuries to knees,
backs, and other sensitive body parts
are a hazard to any company. Not
only do they often require surgery to
repair, but recovery times can be
lengthy, creating hardships for both

employee and employer. Taking a
few moments each morning to stretch
is always appropriate as the
temperatures drop.
4. Check the weather. Rain and fog
present unique challengers to driving,
and also require more of a head start
in the early morning hours when
conditions can be at their worst.
Knowing a little bit about what you
can expect in regard to the weather
can help you prepare both mentally
and in regard to your time
management.
5. Three Point Contact Getting In and
Out. We always preach using three
point contact when getting in and out
of your vehicle, but when conditions
are wet and slick, it becomes even
more crucial.
6. Keep it Clean. On a similar note to
using three point contact, keeping
your cab and steps free of mud and
dirt also help to reduce the hazards of
s l i p p i n g a n d c a u s i n g i n j u r y.
Additionally, good housekeeping
practices around the work site
minimize dangers of tripping and
injuring cold muscles in the winter.
While there are certainly other issues that
could be addressed, these six points are a
good start to being prepared for some of
the hazards we face in the winter.
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Services, Services, and More Services
For four decades, RTI has been providing
vacuum truck services to the San Joaquin
Valley. Our 24 hour service has both
semi and bobtail trucks and trailers
available to handle any non-hazardous
hauling or transfer of water, oil, drilling
mud, KCL, etc. RTI has extensive
experience in servicing drilling,
production, and worker rigs, and our
roper trucks are also valuable in wellkilling, fluid transfer, hydro testing, and
washouts.
Because RTI is so known for this service
to the Petroleum Industry, many may not
know of the wide range of other services
we also provide. In addition to top
quality vacuum truck service, we also
provide the following services as well.
INDUSTRIAL SERVICES
For a number of years now, our Industrial
Services Division has been serving the
petroleum industry with safe quality
work at very competitive rates. With our
vacuum truck and super suckers, we can
clean any size tank, from a giant 20,000
Bbl production tank to a small poly tank.

done on their property. All the same
safety standards used in the field are
enforced at our wash rack.
Another service we supply through our
Industrial Services Division is hydro
excavation. This is a safe and sure way
of uncovering underground lines and
other utilities that might be damaged by
other means of excavation. Hydro
excavation used high pressure water to
cut and remove the soil to a debris tank,
allowing for a non-destructive and
precise means of excavation. Our crews
are very experienced and our prices are
competitive.
WINCH AND CRANE
RTI’s winch and crane crew are
recognized widely as among the best in
rig and tank moves, as well heavy
equipment hauling. We also have both 23
and 17 ton cranes available as well, with
operators and swampers that are both
skilled and experience at doing the job
efficiently and safely.

U-CART CEMENT
Available for home or business use, UCart cement will provide you with what
you need. With your purchase, we
provide you with the materials as well as
the mixer to haul your cement where it
needs to go.
With all of these services, RTI is ready to
serve the petroleum industry, other
industries, or individuals with safe, top
quality services, whatever the need may
be. We would love the opportunity to talk
to you about any way we can assist you
or your business.
For more information regarding the
services of RTI, please feel free to call us
at (661) 763-4773, or email us at
info@randystruckinginc.com. Our
professional and courteous staff stand
ready to help you!

In addition to our petroleum services,
RTI’s Winch and Crane Division can
move and haul other items for your home
or business. You can call us to find out
how these services might be of use to
you.
TANK RENTALS

In addition to the field work we do, we
also provide tank cleaning at our recently
expanded wash rack facility located at
the RTI yard in Taft. By bring the
portable tank cleaning jobs to the yard,
customers save money and avoid the
liability that can exist having the jobs

Whether you are in need of frac or foam
tanks, half bins or poly tanks, RTI can
supply what you need. In fact, our wide
array of services make it possible for us
to assist you on every level of your tank
needs, from delivery, to transportation, to
cleaning! With our vacuum services we
can also assist in the loading and
unloading, as well as transportation of
fluids to and from your tank to any
desired destination. These services, all
put together, provide a veritable turn-key
operation for all things relating to tank
services. We would love the opportunity
to show you how these services might be
able to benefit you!
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